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We often encounter myths and
misunderstandings about the
Diocese in Europe, and are
challenged to put the record
straight – for example:

• You are a new diocese, aren’t you?

NO – Although we have grown in several
stages, we are proud of our history – which
originates in pre-Reformation days. In this
edition we uncover the unusual tale of
ministry in pre-revolutionary Russia.

• You only minister to retired
British people living overseas

NO – The launch of our youth
website and the appointment of a
diocesan youth worker show our
commitment to young people in 
our churches.

– And we cater for worshippers 
from all over the world, and rejoice
in the ministry people from all 
backgrounds offer.

YO U T H TO T H E

I N T H E D I O C E S E
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C E L E B R A T I N G  O U R  Y O U T H

• External Youth Resources: a
variety of sources and websites are
mentioned that list, among others,
training opportunities, publications
and youth camps.

In a Diocese as geographically vast
as ours, the internet is an ideal tool for
reaching the farthest corners. Designed
to meet the very varied needs of
youth leaders and church volunteers
involved in youth activities, the new
website is intended to offer practical
assistance at all levels and in all
locations, be it Moscow, Malta or
Madrid.Tried and tested in the field, a
great deal of the material included on
the site was collated from our own
youth workers around the Diocese.

Without a formal Diocesan youth
officer, the task remained to find an
experienced local youth worker who
was keen to take on the challenge, on
a voluntary basis, of coordinating and
expanding the youth ministry across
Europe.To meet this new task,Tim
Shinde answered the call and, in the
course of time, he will be extending
the website presence still further, at
the same time ensuring that the
current material is kept up to date.
Tim will also be the first line of
contact for information and queires
about youth ministry in the Diocese.

3

The stories and reports in this edition
of The European Anglican illustrate
the work that is done by the Diocesan
Synod and in the congregations that
make up the diocese.They also show
God’s people looking forward in
prayer and faith to building His
church in the 45 countries in which
we work.

As a major extension to the Diocese
in Europe website
(www.europe.anglican.org), a
complete new section devoted solely
to youth ministry has recently been
launched. Simply by clicking on to
‘Resources’, then ‘Youth’, a wealth of
information is available to assist local
leaders in running church youth
groups.What is more,Tim Shinde,
resident youth worker at the
chaplaincy of All Saints at Vevey in
Switzerland, has been appointed Lead
European Diocesan Youth Worker to
stimulate the communication and
cooperation between youth leaders
across mainland Europe.

Basically, the Youth Ministry in
Europe section of the Diocesan
website covers six main topics:

• Contact Information: a who’s
who of the full-time youth leaders
throughout the Diocese, quoting
addresses, e-mail, telephone
numbers;
• Fund-raising: with funds usually
in short supply, a series of different
ideas - some serious, some not so
serious - is offered for boosting
income;
• Child Protection: a link is
provided to the Diocesan child
protection policy;
• Starting a Youth Group: a
wide-ranging outline is given of the
many aspects that need to be
considered when planning to set up
a youth group;

• Outreach Methods: this includes
a selection of suggestions and
contacts for reaching out to 
young people;

YO U T H G E T
A W E B S I T E
A N D A
E U R O P E A N
L E A D E R By Peter Woodward

F O R E
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We will soon be beginning a
new triennium in the Diocese
with the election of a new
Diocesan Synod. At our
meeting in Rome in June we
said farewell to a number of
long-serving members who
will not be standing for
election again, and their
contribution has been
invaluable to the Synod as the
place where the Diocese takes
counsel together, and
approves finance and policy.

I want to pay tribute to the freely
given service of the lay members of
the Synod, particularly those who are
standing down, and also to those
chaplains elected to represent the
clergy.A Diocese is never a bishop in
isolation, for (to use a biblical image)
a shepherd without sheep is scarcely a
shepherd, and the images of the
church that the Bible gives us are all
about a real closeness of belonging-
together: the vine and the branches,
the body of Christ, the living temple,
the people of God on a common
pilgrimage journey together.

I have often commented since
becoming bishop – some five years
ago now by the time you read this –
that our Diocesan Synod is in many
ways a model for all Diocesan
Synods. It is partly the consequence
of the constraints of distance, which
can so often in this Diocese make
communication and a sense of
belonging difficult, but in the case of
the Diocesan Synod means that we
have to meet residentially.That has
immense benefits, for we do not
meet hurriedly for a few hours on a
Saturday, rushing in and rushing out,
but we gather residentially for several
days. For the last two years it has
been in Rome, for the next two it
will be in Cologne.This residential
setting means there can be a rich and
enjoyable interaction over meals.WeThe Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe on a recent journey in Montenegro

4 C A L L E D  T O  P R A Y E R

A  C A L L TO L I V E T H E
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5B E  S T I L L  A N D  K N O W  G O D

can have fun as well as doing
business. But, most important of all,
we spend time praying and
worshipping together, and studying
the Scripture together with the help
of wise spiritual leaders who know
something of what the great biblical
scholar, Sir Edwyn Hoskyns, meant
when he asked whether we can
‘rescue a word and discover a
universe, bury ourselves in a lexicon
and arise in the presence of God?’

Prayer is – prayer must be – at the
very heart of our Christian life, and
therefore at the heart of the life of
this diocese.Those of you who know
me well know that I am not a great
fan of elaborate plans and strategies. I
have seen too many that end by
people believing more in the detail of
the strategy and less in the end those
strategies were intended to serve.

Another great theologian and tireless
Christian worker, Frederick Denison
Maurice, who energetically
campaigned for workers education
and was involved with the early
stages of the co-operative movement
in the class-ridden society of
Victorian England, always warned
that the Kingdom of God is not
made by arrangements of our own.
What for him was central was an
openness to the God who was in his
own life and being a communion of
love. It was into the Name (the
personal reality) of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit that we are
plunged in our baptism as Christians.
Our calling is, awesomely, to ‘live the
Trinity’ to live by grace, by the
enabling love of God, that life which

we see in Jesus, so that we may be
formed in his likeness and come to
the vision of his glory.

I was once asked, when I was a
college chaplain, what was the one
thing I hoped the students to whom
I ministered would take away from
their three years at University. I
replied, I hope not pretentiously, that
I hoped they would have realised that
Christianity is a Divine life.We are
not Christians to be part of an
ecclesiastical club.We are Christians
because we are the anointed ones
following the way of Jesus Christ,
Jesus the Anointed One, a way which
is always crucifixion/resurrection.We
are to live the Trinity, showing that
unity of love in our life together in
family, in local congregation, and in
the wider church , which is why
Christian unity is so important, and
why Christian division – be it
between churches or within
chaplaincies and congregations denies
the reality of the Divine life to which
we are called to witness.

It is for this reason that I am
calling the Diocese over the next
three years to go deep, to live the
Trinity, and at the heart of that call is
learning to pray better, learning to ‘be
still (the Hebrew means ‘to let go’)
and know that I am God’, learning to
pray the scriptures, learning to ‘turn
to prayer’ our daily lives, ensuring
that our worship is neither
entertainment nor slovenly, but opens
us up to the wonder and the mystery
of the God who made us for himself,
and whose love comes down to the
lowest part of our need. I hope that
in every chaplaincy there will be an
imaginative response to this call to
prayer, this call to go deep, for I am
sure that if we do respond God will
richly bless the life of this diocese
and of every chaplaincy and
congregation within it.

Just as we went on pilgrimages,
journeys, in many places to mark the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Diocese, so this journey inwards
should bring us to the heavenly
places and should transform our lives.

It will also be appropriate as a
preparation for another pastoral
conference for all the clergy in the
Diocese to which we are now
committed for 2009. If priests and
people together learn to wait on
God, learn to listen to God and so
also in God to each other, then we
will indeed be richly blessed.

I leave you with words from that
great poet priest, George Herbert, in
a poem entitled simply Prayer.

Bishop Geoffrey on a visit to the Costa
Del Sol chaplaincy

Bishop Geoffrey writes . . .

Our calling is, awesomely,
to ‘live the Trinity’ to live
by grace, by the enabling

love of God, that life which
we see in Jesus, so that we

may be formed in his
likeness and come to the

vision of his glory.

Prayer the Church’s banquet,Angels age,
God’s breath in man returning to his birth,

The soul in paraphrase,
heart in pilgrimage,

The Christian plummet sounding 
heav’n and earth;

Engine against th’Almighty,
sinners’ tower,

Reversed thunder,
Christ-side-piercing spear,

The six-days world 
transposing in an hour,

A kind of tune, which all things 
hear and fear.

Softness, and peace, and joy,
and love, and bliss,

Exalted Manna,
gladness of the best,

Heaven in ordinary, man well drest,
The milky way, the bird of Paradise,

Church-bells beyond the stars heard,
the soul’s blood,

The land of spices;
something understood.

With every blessing,
+GEOFFREY GIBRALTAR

T R I N I T Y
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6 W A L K I N G  W I L L I B R O R D ’ S  W A Y

were the episcopal heads of the two
Churches : our own Bishop Geoffrey,
and The Most Revd Dr Joris
Vercammen,Archbishop of Utrecht.
Bishop Geoffrey gave encouragement
to continue the journey together.
Archbishop Joris spelled out the
shared task as he preached about
Willibrord and all God’s people as
missionaries – “to be sent out
together and to become missionaries
together, in the land in which we are
privileged to live, and even far
beyond it !”

One word to sum up the day ? –
INSPIRATIONAL !

C A N A R Y S T Y L E
W E LC O M E

All the clergy on the island of
Lanzarote turned out to welcome Fr.
Idris Vaughan on his induction as
Priest-in-Charge of St. Laurence.
Guarded by their wardens and
surrounding the Archdeacon, they
present a “force formidable” on the
happy occasion.

B A N N E R WAV I N G I N
D U S S E L D O R F

Church members at Düsseldorf by
the Rhein have kept themselves busy
sewing for the last year since the
retirement of their last chaplain Ross
Buckman. Many people from across
the age range came & made
“applique” figures of themselves to
form an enormous picture made
entirely from material wool & thread.
It is 1.5 metres high by nearly 3

TO G E T H E R I N T H E
S T E P S O F S T
W I L L I B R O R D

B Y J O H N D E W I T,
C H A P L A I N I N U T R E C H T

Sooner or later Anglicans who live in
the Netherlands discover a new
dimension to the story of English
Christianity.They discover that the
man who brought the Gospel to the
Netherlands was an Englishman
called Willibrord.They might also
discover that there are Christians in
the Netherlands with whom
Anglicans have very close ties. One
such link is with the Dutch Old
Catholic Church, with which the
Anglican Church has been in full
communion for the past 75 years.

In June this year the Anglican
chaplaincies and the Old Catholic
parishes in the Netherlands shared a
day of pilgrimage and worship to
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the
Bonn agreement of 1931, which
brought the two churches into full
communion with each other.

Setting off from the beach in
Katwijk, close to where Willibrord
landed in 690 AD, more than two
hundred modern-day pilgrims walked
along the Old Rhine and the new
canal to the beautiful church in
Oestgeest, the site of one of the first
Christian churches in this land.The
walk was lit up by sunshine and
bright yellow hats, and the shared
Eucharist with more than 300
people was full of praise –
traditional and rock – in two
languages. Children and young
people and adults of all ages in
cheerful and splendid harmony.

Presiding at the Eucharist

FA C T B O X

St Willibrord

• Born in Northumbria in 665AD. 

• Sent to the Benedictine monastery at

Ripon, a pupil of abbot Wilfrid, 

bishop of York. 

• Although an Englishman he became,

in his 20s, a monk in the

West of Ireland. 

• In Ireland Willibrord discovered his

calling to bring Christianity to 

the Netherlands.  

• In 690AD Willibrord and twelve

companions landed on the Dutch

coast near Katwijk. 

• Willibrord and his companions travelled

round the country preaching the

Gospel and ultimately set up bases for

missionary work right into Denmark. 

• For a short time he also worked 

with Boniface. 

• Twice he visited the Pope in Rome. 

• In 695AD he was consecrated bishop

of the Frisians, and established his

Episcopal see at Utrecht. 

• He died as Archbishop of Utrecht in

Echternacht on the 7th of 

November 737AD. 

- His earthly remains are kept in a

beautiful shrine in the abbey that he

founded there. 

- In art he is depicted as a bishop,

often holding the Dom church in

Utrecht as his identifying attribute.

Island clergy welcome newcomer.

N E W S I N B R I E F
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7D I O C E S A N  S Y N O D  N E W S  – S E E  P A G E  8

meters wide with 100 people
including 2 Angels & a Statue,
represented on the banner. It was
unveiled & blessed in a ceremony in
May by Rev Dr John Hall.Among
the 100 are 3 temporary Chaplains
who have led the Church forward &
even introduced an extra communion
service each month

L I C E N S E D W I T H A
D R U M B E AT

On Saturday 6 May in Oulu, Finland,
Bishop David licensed Amos Yorobam
Manga as a reader in the Church of
England.The service was conducted
largely in Arabic and accompanied by
drums and hymns from the Sudan.
Amos trained at the Episcopal
Church College in Khartoum and
was admitted to the ministry of
reader by the Bishop of Lui (Sudan)
in 1997. He was to be ordained to
the diaconate in 2000 but had to flee
the Sudan because of the conflict
there.The United Nations High
Commission on Refugees settled
Amos and his family in Finland
where he now exercises a pastoral
ministry among the approximately

1000 Sudanese refugees throughout
the country.This ministry is
supported and overseen by Fr Rupert
Moreton, the chaplain of St Nicholas
Helsinki.

F R O M P E R U ’ S
M O U N TA I N S TO T H E
R O C K

The Bishop of Peru, the Right Rev
Bill Godfrey visited the Cathedral in
Gibraltar on Trinity Sunday to share
insights from his work there as a
USPG sponsored missionary. Slim
Simpson’s photo shows Bishop Bill
together with the Dean, Precentor
and honorary assistant priest 
Fr Jim Sutton.

D I O C E S A N G R A N T
H E L P S C O S TA D E L
S O L G R O W T H

When the Chaplaincy of Costa del
Sol East was hard pressed with one
ordained priest to lead the work of
building congregations in Calahonda
and Benalmádena the Development
Committee in the Diocese was able
to help.

At the time fundraising efforts
alone could not cope with the
movement of more English people
into the area and the challenges this
offered the church.The grant was
used to help form a Sunday school at
Calahonda, to publicise service times
and church information including
media advertisements for Christmas
and Easter services.The success of
these led to further needs for

additional material for worship
hymns, orders of service and festival
sheets. Social and fundraising events
were given a boost and in June six
candidates were presented for
Confirmation and a Reader was
admitted by Bishop.

The older Congregation at
Benalmádena had been declining in
numbers for some time when the
chapel of a Residential Home was
used for worship.This now takes
place in the huge new Parish church
of Virgin del Carmen in the centre of
the Costa and at the heart of the
growing English Community, as well
as in the smaller Chapel of San Jose.
Attendances have soared and with
them the interest and the financial
support.The chapel itself is
universally admired as a place of
worship with beauty and proportion
as well as its fine good acoustics.

All in all it proved a fitting tribute
to Chaplain,The Revd. David
Wright who retired at the
end of June after five
years service on the
Costa del Sol.
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8 L I S T E N I N G  T O  G A Y  A N D  L E S B I A N  C H R I S T I A N S

In a retreat house and conference
centre set in the rolling hills a few
miles north of the Rome Diocesan
Synod members tackled a wide
ranging agenda this Summer.The
welcome for website pages focussing
on youth work have already been
reported (pages 2-3) but other topics
and pictures feature here.

Ann Turner writes . . . .

“Is your church community a
listening one?”
“Do minority groups feel welcome?”
Probably you’re already saying “Yes,
of course!”

But what if these questions apply
to lesbian and gay Christians?

These were two of the questions
Canon Philip Groves asked us to
discuss in small groups during the
diocesan synod’s session on “Listening
to the voice of lesbian and gay
Christian” – facilitating the process”.
The aim of the session was to give us
the confidence we need to discuss
this subject knowing that we are all
equal in the eyes of God.

Revd Phil Groves has held the
post of facilitator of the listening
process in the Anglican Communion
since January 2006 and is
commissioned to visit Anglican
provinces around the world and assist
diocese to create a safe listening
environment within which lesbian
and gay Christians can be welcomed
and their voices heard.

A safe environment is frequently a
small one and we were encouraged to
create this by group work and role-
play.The first task was to discover
what a safe environment is – not
always easy to imagine for a
mainstream worshipper who always
feels safe among fellow Christians.We
were then challenged to consider the
problems gay and lesbian Christians
might have when becoming part of a
worshipping group, the loneliness that
can sometimes ensue and we were
encouraged to imagine just how
difficult it could be to come out to
fellow Christians.

The group work was sometimes
lively, sometimes contemplative- it
was the after lunch slot and 30°
outside! Occasionally groups were

F O U R D AY S I N R O M E
D I O C E S A N

S Y N O D N E W S

Although there is a perception that
the Diocese in Europe caters for
Britons abroad, the reality is that
Britons themselves come from all
manner of ethnic backgrounds and a
moving global population brings
many races together across the
continent. Sonia Barron, National
Adviser for the Committee for
Minority Ethnic Anglicans Concerns
with the Archbishop’s Council told
Synod about her work and prepared
the way for visits she will make to
Archdeaconry Synods encouraging
dialogue and ultimately producing 
a report.

E V E R YO N E

W E LC O M E ?

L I S T E N I N G A N D I N C L U S V E ?
sidetracked but those who stuck it
out to the end may have left with a
better understanding of how difficult
it can be to be part of a minority
group and an increased confidence to
discuss this subject openly. Judging by
the late night exchanges after this
session I think many of us wish to
facilitate an open listening process,
certainly at diocesan level.

As a follow up to this session
synod affirmed this motion:

This Synod having began the process
in the diocese of listening to the experience
of lesbian and gay people in accordance
with Resolution 1.10 of the 1998
Lambeth Conference by participating in
an exercise about the process of listening
led by Canon Phil Groves, the facilitator
of the listening process in the Anglican
Communion, wishes to affirm the
statement of the Anglican Primates in the
Dromantine Communiqué of February
2005, that:

“in our discussion and assessment of
the appropriateness of specific human
behaviours, we continue unreservedly to be
committed to the pastoral support and care
of homosexual persons. The victimisation
or diminishment of human beings whose
affections happen to be ordered towards
people of the same sex is anathema to us.
We assure homosexual persons that they
are children of God, loved and valued by
him, and deserving of the best we can give
of pastoral care and friendship”.

with two abstentions.
Now that we have been

introduced to how, is it time to move
on and listen openly to the voices of
lesbian and gay Christians at our 
next synod? 

Sonia Barron exchanging views in the
Roman sunshine
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9C H R I S T M A S  P R E S E N T S  F O R  L I F E

Monastery life if not what it used to
be!  Dom. Peter Kingsley from the
Benedictine Monastery of Vallechiara,
to the South of Rome, gave a
presentation on living the rule of St
Benedict in today’s world. He told how
his community had been formed and
developed, having to face issues such as
installing modern sanitation and
accommodation for guests, and
producing the best quality fruit and
vegetables to match a demanding
market. He said;“The monastery is like
the beating heart of a much wider
community in which all are working
together to proclaim a living message
witnessing to the primacy of God and
the transforming power of those living
together in peace.

L I V I N G

S A I N T

B E N E D I C T ’ S

WAY

E N C O U R A G I N G C H R I S T I A N A I D
Bishop Geoffrey told Synod members of his personal support for
the work of Christian Aid which many congregations were
already supporting. He has given his endorsement to Present Aid
saying “This represents a really imaginative and personal way to
help the world’s poorest communities by buying gifts that make a
real difference. Katie Hagley from Christian Aid writes . . .

Don’t want to buy your Dad socks
again this Christmas, stuck for
presents that mean something?
Forgive us for mentioning Christmas
so early, but this year The European
Anglican has the answer….
What about a herd of goats, clean
water or a mosquito net? Have a
good look at the catalogue included
in this magazine and all will 
be revealed….

Present Aid allows you to buy a
gift which matters - both to the
recipient and to the world’s poorest
communities. Each gift represents an
area of Christian Aid’s work, such as
providing livestock, training and
education projects, emergency
preparedness, or healthcare.When
you 'buy' a gift, the contribution you

make supports the area of work
symbolised by the gift.

But Present Aid isn’t just for
Christmas nor just for individuals.
What about getting together as a
church and raising money to buy one
of the larger gifts, just as Father Keith
Gordon and his congregation in
Tenerife South did when they gave
enough money to train two midwives
in Burkino Faso.

With a bit of thought you can
come up with some really creative
fundraising ideas linked to the gifts
you want to buy. How about a plant
sale to raise money for trees in
Honduras, a cycle race to provide
bikes for HIV/AIDS workers in
Malawi or a tax on flushing the toilet
to pay for latrines in Nicaragua?

P R E S E N T S F O R L I F E ,  N OT J U S T F O R C H R I S T M A S .

1. Order Present Aid catalogues for
your church, workplace and friends.
Call +44 207 523 2016 and
quote: F1277E

2. Buy Christmas presents for friends
and family from Present Aid this
year – visit www.presentaid.org

3. Persuade your church or local
school to raise money to buy a
particular gift.

4. Contact Katie Hagley, Christian Aid’s
Church Liaison Manager, Europe,
for fundraising ideas and worship
resources, or with any questions: 
+44 1273 470 504 or 
khagley@christian-aid.org.

D u c k s
Projects like duck farming help people
recover from devastating floods and
become more self-sufficient, allowing
them to free themselves from loans
and work toward a more secure future.
16 Ducks €35

Wate r  s ave s  l i ve s
Just €65 is enough to provide the
pump, pipes and tap stand needed to
bring fresh water to a village and
people like seven-year old Caralis
Martinez Picardo in Nicaragua. A gift
like this could help provide safe clean
water to more communities.

H OW  TO  B U Y  G I F T S  TO DAY  T H AT  L A S T
B E YO N D  TO M O R R OW :

Following the very positive
feedback from the Pastoral
Conference for all licensed clergy
in Cologne in September last year,
Synod agreed to plans for another
one in the Autumn of 2009. 

PA S TO R A L
C O N F E R E N C E
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1 0 A C C O R D I N G  T O  M A R K

F I V E W O M E N A N D R O

The world is just about to have
another 5 clergy in it. Now, whereas
for some this thought doesn't bear
thinking about you might have
thought that bishops would have
been a little more positive.This has
not always been so.A Victorian
bishop wrote a little note in his will

to be read after his
death. It ran:

"Tell my priests when I have gone, o'er
me to shed no tears; for I shall be no
deader then, than they have been for
years". Bishop, I have just spent 48
hours with these candidates and,
please believe me, you should have
no worries.They are not dull; they
are not extras from Miss Marple and
if they smile, it is not indigestion.
They are, praise God, faithful and
prayerful party animals.You are about
to inject new life into your Diocese.

Deacon simply means "servant"
which means that these people are
being entrusted with the very
greatest ministry we have.At the very
beginning of the second century a
bishop in Antioch, who was later to
give his life for his faith, a man called
Ignatius, wrote a letter in which he
instructed his readers very clearly: "all
should respect the deacons as Jesus Christ
himself", he wrote, for they imitate in
their calling the very nature of the
Christ who humbled himself 
and served.

In our Christian understanding, to
serve is not the business of groveling
and putting yourself down. It is the

practical acknowledgement that
human beings
are not

complete in themselves, they need
each other and they need to
recognise it, for it is in this
recognition that God is unveiled, and
we learn that God is to be shared
among us before he is ever
understood by us.The deacons teach
us that the self God made is most
truly itself when not selfish. It is as
vital, then, today as it ever was.

Many of us in the West are now
caught up in that circle of spending
money we don’t have on things we
don’t want in order to impress people
we don’t like -lots to live with, less to
live for. But those who look after
someone, who are tender towards
them and unfailingly practical in
meeting their needs, these are they
who reveal that there is another
world and it can be lived within this
one, as love amongst our ruins. There
are those who say that human life is
simply survival of the fittest - but fit
for what? We are proud of our
deacons for they are called to bless
life not to sour it, they are the
antidote to the cynicism that
paralyses the soul, they imitate our
Christ and bring heaven into 
the ordinary.

Extracts from a sermon by
The Venerable Mark Oakley,
Archdeacon of Germany and
Northern Europe, at the
ordination of deacons in
Geneva in June. Unusually
the sermon came with a 
free gift.
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R O S E M A R Y
Love too keeps away much of the

bruising that comes your way in
ministry, to be happy at home is good
for you and those you serve. It is a
day of promises, not least a promise
that all of us who have been caught
up in this celebration will be there
for these deacons when they need us.
Parts of the church are in danger of
placing relationships and friendships
at risk because of a fixation with sex.

I do pray that whether in solitude, in
love or in companionship we might
get our priorities in order and allow
these Christian people the privacy,
the integrity and the trust that they
deserve as our sisters in Christ.

And remembrance.We have a
Lord who commanded us to
remember, for memory gives birth to
inspiration.To remember and to
recover your first love and longing
for God, to remember the great
heritage in which we stand, to recall
what it was that made us see the

world afresh through Christ, to
remember the words of scripture, to
remember how to laugh and level
yourself, how to stand up for
someone else, to remember the
excitement of today, the promises of
God and his relentless faithful pursuit
of us and all his own: these
remembrances form our Christian
identity and to lose one will be to lose
the other.And as we remember so we
re-member ourselves as Christ´s
body.And remember who you are,
keeping your personality free and
fun, for that is the person entrusted
with all of this.We do not need grim
and grey eccelsiastical elephants. One
priest I know has the motto: start
each day with a smile, get it over
with.Well, it won’t do! As Nietsche
said Christianity would be more
convincing if Christians actually
looked redeemed. Lead the way!

So, deacons to be, its a bit of a
strange ordination present but if you
look under your seat you'll find a pot –
containing a herb. It says all we can,
really, about our hopes for what you
begin amongst us now, a day which
makes us very proud of you and
causes us to pray with you for all that
is to be:There's rosemary - pray,

love remember.

In Shakespeare's Hamlet, Ophelia
hands a herb to Laetes and says
"there's rosemary, that's for
remembrance; pray, love, remember".
It is these, prayer, love and
remembrance that make us dare to
entrust any ministry at all for it is
only in these that grace and strength
is given for the task.

The ancient Assyrians had a word
for prayer that was the same as the
unclenching of a tight fist.As the
image suggests, it is such an opening
out to God, an antidote to
impatience, a relationship with God
as source and spring of life, that
allows us to aim at simplicity in life
and to hope for truth.These
ministries are begun here with prayer
and they will only survive if
continued within it. It is where we
are woken up, where our souls are
taught to fly.As the church's poets in
residence, you are asked to capture
the divine reality not just refer to it.
Prayer will be your harbour in noise

and confusion.

It is where we are woken
up, where our souls are

taught to fly.

We have a Lord who
commanded us to
remember, for memory
gives birth to inspiration.
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A LO N E O N A

C R O O K E D M I L E

She was a bishop’s
daughter, an early
Oxford graduate,
teacher, missionary,
pioneering marine
scientist, but none
of that background

prepared Elizabeth Leeson for a solo
transatlantic voyage in a small sailing
boat 40 years ago. Under-resourced
in funding or technology by today’s
standards, and despite repairs and
repeated fresh attempts, Elizabeth
eventually had to settle for the fact
that she was to get no further than
Madeira, where she settled and made
a new life and livelihood. That life
was centred on Holy Trinity Church,
Funchal, where for many years now
she has been the organist, and she
eventually wrote her story. Its title
comes from the setbacks, erratic turns
and unfinished business that have
characterised her journey, but the
underlying themes are of faith,
courage and purpose in facing a
difficult life alone. Life in pre-war
England, the voyage itself, and
Madeira before and after Portugal’s
1970s revolution, are vividly
described The autobiography is
edited and published by Bill Weston,
the Reader at Holy Trinity Funchal,
and is available from
wweston67@hotmail.com.
£11.95 +£2.00 P & P

A Q U I TA I N E PA R I S H

R E T R E AT S TO T H E

P Y R E N E E S .  
The Revd. Caroline Gordon-Walker
writes . . .“The Chaplaincy of
Aquitaine has an annual Retreat and
Parish Week-end at the Benedictine
Abbaye de Belloc in the Pyrenees.We
are always made very welcome by the
monks and the nuns and the Abbot
makes a point of greeting us
personally. He was particularly
interested this year to meet an
Anglican woman priest.We are
invited to take a full part in all the
monastic offices, including the
Eucharist, a privilege and joy for the
members of our congregation.”

P O R V O O I N

P R A C T I C E

Bishop David and Bishop Juha
Pihkala (Tampere) met recently to
explore how the International
Congregation of Christ the King can
be supported by both the Diocese of
Tampere and the Diocese in Europe,
proving how the Porvoo Agreement
is more than words on paper but
works well in practice.

R O C K O F A G E S

L A U N C H A H E A D

A campaign to fund major repairs,
restoration and renovation to the
diocesan cathedral in Gibraltar is to
be formally launched in the Autumn.
It involves replacing the roof,
rewiring and providing a new
entrance.An appeal office has already
been set up in London to work with
fundraisers in Gibraltar. Full details of
the plans will be featured in our
Winter edition of The 
European Anglican.

R O M E S AY S

G O O D B Y E U N C L E

On an April evening this year
All Saints church in Rome was
blasting with sounds and lights! 
There were dancers, a narrator, a man
playing with a heap of rubber gloves,
a teenage boy and a 9-piece live band
playing in front of the altar! 
The church was filled with an
attentive audience of all ages.
There were TV cameras, pro-lighting
and audio system for premiere of an
original Rock Opera 
“Goodbye Uncle” is described as a

DE2472 Euro Anglican 31 ART.pdf   21/8/06   9:52:05 am   - 12 -    ( )



1 3F I R E  D I S A S T E R  L E N D S  A  H A N D  I N  S T U T T G A R T

realistic story with fairy-tale qualities.
It is about the sudden, awareness of
“Shiny Kid” that the city he lives in is
a Rubber City. It is a story of how
good can over evil, and how can the
powers of evil be defeated.The story
was written in 1999 after the
conversion to Christianity of a music
band called “The Migrators”. But it
was not until 2005 that Ana &
Roberto, who had by that time
become members of All Saints Rome
congregation, and combined to create
a proper performance of Goodbye
Uncle, using music and drama.

All Saints chaplain Jonathan
Boardman encouraged the group using
his own theatrical and literary talents
as the libretto author, as well as
becoming the director and lead actor
(Uncle) in the premier performance.
He says;“The rehearsals were open to
the public and were warming up the
cast and crew for the main show.A
group of Japanese teenagers, who were
passing by entered and stayed on
through the whole morning!”

Father Jonathan was content to
change his stage costume for more
orthodox robes by the time of the next
service in All Saints, although he is
keeping a watchful eye on the project
as it aims to become a larger
multimedia project around the world.

R OYA L V I S I T TO

TA N G I E R C H U R C H

King Carl Gustav and Queen Sylvia of
Sweden paid an informal visit to St
Andrew’s Church in June, during a
two-day private holiday in Tangier.
The king and queen were
accompanied by a party of friends,
which included the Grand Duke of
Luxembourg.

They visited the old city then
walked up to St Andrew’s and were
welcomed by Mrs Patricia Erzini, the
honorary Swedish Consul in Tangier,
who is also a member of the Church

Committee, other members of the
Committee and the Locum Chaplain.
Inside the church they were shown the
distinctive Moorish architecture, the
chancel arch with its Arabic inscription
and the memorials to past members of
the congregation.They also listened to
a short talk on the history of the
building given by the church organist
Lance Taylor, who wrote the book The
Sultan’s Gift, published last year to
mark the church’s centenary.

Before leaving they signed the
visitor’s book and made a short tour of
the churchyard, paying particular
attention to the Commonwealth War
Graves plot.

F I R E I N S U R A N C E

H E L P S S T U T T G A R T

C H U R C H

Christopher Sloan writes . . .
St Catharine’s Church in Stuttgart,
known affectionately as “die englische
Kirche” has stood on its present site
since its Anglican foundation in 1864.
The original building was destroyed
during the Second World War, and the
present fabric dates from 1957, rebuilt
by the Old Catholic congregation
who assumed responsibility for the
burnt-out shell. However, mindful of
the original founders of the church,
the Old Cathoilics made an immediate
and warm-hearted offer of permanent
rights of use and worship to the
Anglicans here.

Although the rebuilding was carried
out with great care and craftsmanship,
much of the material available in the

period after the war was inevitably of
inferior quality. Last year Professor
Dieter Faller, an architect and a
member of the Old Catholic
congregation, concluded that the
urgently needed restoration would
cost some €400,000.

Work was needed on the interior
(ceiling, walls, floor and electrical
fittings); the stonework; the roof; and
the steeple, or “Dachreiter” (literally,
roof-rider), which houses the
church’s single bell. Despite generous
grants from local foundations and
trusts a substantial proportion of the
expenses has to be met by members
of the two congregations.

On 9th January 2006 we had what
turned out to be a blessing in
disguise.A minor fire in the church
hall, caused by a discarded cigarette
end, caused smoke damage in the
church itself, and the insurance policy
paid for the cleaning, which required
an elaborate system of scaffolding to
allow the cleaners to reach the
ceiling. It was realised that if the first
stage of the restoration work was
carried out immediately, there would

be a saving of some €6,000 in
scaffolding costs; and the redecoration
of the interior and the renewal of the
electrical system was begun.

Anyone who has ever had any
connection with St Catharine’s is
asked to contribute to the fund.
Many widows’ mites will replace the
crumbling stonework and re-tile the
roof. For more details, email
chrsloan@yahoo.com

St Catharine’s churchwardens, Susan Morris and Eric Jarman, attempt to convince the
photoographer that they understand about stonework.
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H A I L A N D FA R E W E L L

H O W I E R E T I R E S

( A G A I N ! )

A personal tribute to Canon
Howell Sasser from the
Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe 
A year past June sitting next to
Howie Sasser in a coach stuck in a
Rome traffic jam en route from the
Diocesan Synod, I shared with
Howie my need to find someone
who would do a year or so as interim
Bishop’s Chaplain whilst we sorted
out the running of the office. Howie
listened and then, with characteristic
generosity offered, if I would like it,
to come for a year as an interim
appointment.Already familiar with
the Diocese from ministry in Athens,
Montreux, and Oporto, and with his
experience as an Archdeacon, Howie
has brought many gifts to the
Bishop’s Office at Worth.When
Catherine Butler moved on to work
for the Missions to Seafarers not long
after Jonathan Goodall left to work
be Chaplain and Ecumenical Officer
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, an
additional burden fell on Howie.
During this past year Howie has
cheerfully and efficiently undertaken
a huge amount of work ranging from
the mundane to dealing with
complex ecumenical matters or
pastoral difficulties. He has been an
essential element of continuity at
times when as Bishop I have been
away on pastoral visits to chaplaincies.

It has been a sadness that Howie’s
wife, Elaine, who had much looked
forward to a year in England, has

been prevented by illness from having
more than the shortest time here. It is
good news that Elaine is now much
better and I and the Diocese owe a
heartfelt debt of thanks to Elaine for
allowing Howie to be here and
Howie for giving so generously in
these circumstances.They are both
looking forward to a time in
Switzerland when Howie returns to
one of his old chaplaincies as locum
priest in Montreux.

Howie very much wishes to keep
up his links with the Diocese and we
hope that we shall see him in various
places from time to time. He has, he
tells me, found a year in the Bishop’s
office a stretching and at times a
learning experience as demands of
every kind come in from all over the
Diocese many of which cannot be
anticipated. He has been known to
say that every Archdeacon should
have a year in the Bishop’s Office first
to know what it is really all about! So
thank you Howie for all you have
given yet again to the Diocese and to
the support of the Bishop in
particular.We look forward to seeing
you from time to time and wish you
and Elaine a blessed and 
fruitful ‘retirement’.

I N T R O D U C I N G

K E V I N

The Revd. Kevin O'Brien
who started work as
Bishop's Chaplain and
Office Manager at the
beginning of
September
arrived at
his faith via
an unusual
journey.

Father Kevin O’Brien’s first job
after graduating was with the BBC,
where he dealt with overseas
broadcasters who wanted to show
BBC programmes on their networks.
That led to a career in advertising
where he worked with a great variety
of companies, national and
international, looking for advertising
campaigns.After some years dealing
with ads in the UK, he branched out
to European campaigns, travelling
mainly around Germany, France 
and Austria.

After a spell based in Cape Town
he returned to the UK and took up
teaching at the University of
Bournemouth. He was Course
Leader and Senior Lecturer on a
European Business degree course
which exchanged students with
universities all over Europe as part of
the Erasmus programme.While at the
university he met Sue, his wife, who
was a Christian, whereas at the time
he was not. For most of his adult life
he had never attended church, nor
had given faith much of a chance.
Like many today the issue was
decided and closed. However as Sue
and he began to discuss becoming
married he started to think more
deeply about  what he believed. How
could this intelligent woman believe
in these things that he found so
unreasonable? They attended a local
church, frankly to see if Kevin could
cope with a church wedding.
Nothing could have prepared him for
what happened. It was in the middle
of the Eucharist at St. Stephen's
Church in Bournemouth; during a
Liturgy of outstanding beauty and
depth, that he suddenly felt himself to
be in the presence of ultimate reality,
truth and love. He felt completely at

home and at peace and has
remained profoundly grateful for
that moment ever since.

It led him to seek ordination and
training at St. Stephen’s House for
the priesthood also taking a degree in

theology at Oxford. Kevin later
served first in Uppingham

1 4 H A I L A N D F A R E W E L L
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(Rutland) and then moved for a
second curacy at Wellington College
as Assistant Chaplain.

During this time the O’briens
have also been raising a family of two
boys Patrick (6) and Fergus (5).
Holidays are generally spent at their
family home in the west of Ireland

and hobbies, when time and budget
allows, include target rifle shooting,
Scuba diving, sailing, flying gilders
and light aircraft, motorcycling, music
especially classical and traditional
Irish – He is learning the penny
whistle and saving up to buy the
uilleann pipes!

O N T H E M O V E

Joining the diocese 

The Revd. Kenneth Dimmick,
Chaplain of St James House and Vicar
of Trinity Church of Anahuac,Texas
(Episcopal Church of USA) is now
Priest-in-Charge of the
Congregation of St Catherine,
Stuttgart, Germany

The Revd. Charles William
Wykeham Howard RN, Chaplain to
Royal Fleet Auxiliary as Chaplain of
Midi-Pyrénées and Aude, France

The Revd. James Howson,
formerly Curate of Cogges and S
Leigh  (Oxford) is Priest-in-Charge
of Christ Church, Kyiv, Ukraine 

The Revd. Stephen Seamer,Vicar
of St Peter & St Paul,Tonbridge will
become Chaplain of Christ Church,
Düsseldorf, Germany 
from November 

The Revd.Andrew Wagstaff,Vicar
of Worksop Priory becomes Chaplain
of St Boniface,Antwerp, Belgium 
in September

Retirements and resignations

The Revd. Eric Britt, Chaplain of St
Vincent,The Algarve, Portugal 

The Revd. J Alan Heslop, Priest-
in-Charge of the Chaplaincy of St
Andrew, Pau, France 

The Revd. Dr Russell Hilliard,
Assistant Curate, St Andrew’s,
Zurich, Switzerland 

The Revd. Eric Lewis, Senior
Chaplain in the Chaplaincy of the
Holy Spirit, Costa Blanca, Spain will
resign in April 2007.

The Revd. Dr Timothy Norman,
Assistant Chaplain, St Michael’s,
Paris, France

The Revd. Leighton Thomas,
Priest-in-Charge of St Edward the
Confessor, Lugano, Switzerland

The Revd. Canon Anthony Wells,
Chaplain of St Michael’s, Paris, France
retires in November 2006.

The Venerable John Williams,
Chaplain of St John the Evangelist,
Montreux, Switzerland and
Archdeacon of Switzerland

The Revd. Ian Wright, Chaplain of
St Boniface, Bonn and All Saints’,
Cologne, Germany is moving to
Diocese of Ripon & Leeds 

Ordinations

Deacons – 2nd July 2006 in the
Chapel of the World Council of
Churches, Geneva  

Ann Lowen,Assistant Curate,
Chaplaincy of St Nicholas, Basel.

Julia Chambeyron,Assistant Curate,
Congregation of La Côte Switzerland
(Chaplaincy of Holy Trinity, Geneva)

Maree Wilson,Assistant Curate,
Chaplaincy of Holy Trinity, Geneva

June Hutchinson will work in
Midi-Pyrenees and Aude

Gill Strachan goes to serve in the
Aquitaine chaplaincy

Priests - 1st July 2006 in 
St Michael’s, Paris

Elaine Labourel,Assistant Curate,
St Michael’s Paris, and Priest-in-
Charge, Congregation of All 
Saints, Rouen.

2nd July in All Saints, Rome 
Sara MacVane,Assistant Curate,
Chaplaincy of All Saints, Rome

1 5

Diocesan
Secretary 
Adrian Mumford
reports

A  C H U R C H

N E A R YO U

This website, shortly to be designated
the official locator website for the
Church of England now has a
comprehensive listing of chaplaincies
and congregations in this diocese.
Chaplaincies are invited to provide extra
information to this website which has a
huge number of ‘hits’.
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/

D I O C E S A N

Y E A R B O O K

Copies of the Diocesan Yearbook,
including a comprehensive directory of
chaplaincies and wide range of lists,
are available from the Diocesan Office.

Please remember to keep the
Diocesan Office updated of changes of
address, telephone and email.  It is vital
that our database, and thereby Yearbook
and website, is kept up to date.

C AT H E D R A L S U N D AY
The Bishop has written to all
chaplaincies to commend the
forthcoming Cathedral Appeal to raise
funds for the maintenance and work of
our Cathedral Church of the Holy Trinity
in Gibraltar.  This worthy undertaking
was brought before the Diocesan Synod
in Rome earlier this month and received
the Synod’s whole-hearted approval
that, as well as the general contribution
from the Diocese, each chaplaincy and
congregation should be asked to
contribute individually to the appeal.

The official launch of the appeal will
be on 16 November when it is hoped
about a quarter of the target will have
been reached.   To help achieve this
Sunday 15th October has been
designated as “Cathedral Sunday” and
the Bishop asks for support from all
chaplaincies to designate at least that
Sunday offering to the Cathedral appeal.
If you are able to give even greater
support it would be more than
appreciated as the appeal for £850,000
needs the backing of the whole Diocese.
Fuller details can be obtained from the Dean.

N E W S F R O M
T U F T O N S T R E E T
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The Revd Dr John
Morgan-Guy uncovers
a piece of revolutionary
history
A few pages, cut from Baptism,
Marriage and Burial Registers are all
that now remains of one of the
Diocese in Europe’s more intriguing
chaplaincies. In 1870 John Hughes of
Merthyr Tydfil, at the invitation of the
Russian government, sailed for the
Ukraine to establish what became
perhaps one of the largest industrial
complexes in the empire. Hughes
recruited skilled workers from south
Wales, and “Hughesovka” (now
Donetsk) with blast furnaces,
collieries, brickworks and iron-ore
mines, began production in 1872.

Hughes, unabashedly patriarchal
and authoritarian, and his family
retained control of the New Russia
Company until 1917. He provided
houses for his workforce, schools,
bath-houses, a hospital, and an
Anglican church, dedicated to St
David and St George, in Bazaar
Square, close to the Post Office, Police
Station and Hotel Great Britain.
Throughout its history, the New
Russia Company retained the right to
appoint the chaplain.

The British workforce enjoyed an
active social and cultural life, with a
park, a boating lake, an orchestra, a
sports’ hall and even ‘movies’ before
1914. Every Sunday Church services
were at 8.30, 11 and 19.00, with a
Sunday School (at 8.30 am!) and daily
worship at 10. Church and school,
shared the same building, lit by
electric light.The chaplain occupied a
spacious house with six living rooms,
servants’ quarters, and a carriage-house
for the horse-drawn sleigh, with
panoramic views over the steppe.

Relations with the Orthodox Church
were good.When in 1911 chaplain
Arthur Riddle died, Fr. Matviesfsky,
the Orthodox priest, conducted his
funeral in the Anglican church.

But storm-clouds were gathering,
with murmurs of revolution reaching
Hughesovka by 1916. Families began
to leave, and hostility towards the
company management mounted. Early
in 1917 Frederick Loxley was thrown
out of the works by his own
workforce. In mid-June 1917, chaplain
James Leask hastily copied out the
entries from his registers onto blank
pages, cut them out, and sent them to
the Consul in Odessa.With what was
left of his congregation, he braved the
hazards and mayhem of revolutionary
Russia.The refugees travelled overland
to St Petersburg, and thence
ultimately to Bergen and home.
Hughesovka became Stalino, and the
chaplaincy was never re-established,
though the Gibraltar Diocesan
Gazette defiantly continued to list it –
and the service times – until well into
the 1920s.The transcript Registers,
too, made it home, in the British
Consul’s baggage, when he quit the
ravaged port of Odessa.They and a
photograph are all that now remains
of the “English Church, Hughesovka”.

The author is Research Fellow,
Department of Theology, University of
Wales, Lampeter

“Where is that coach?” Bags packed,
Bishop David calls for help

Episcopal disc jockey? Bishop
Geoffrey features on Vatican Radio
with tales of travels round 
the diocese

Is that really a halo or has Rupert
Moreton seen the light?

Not another diocesan pilgrimage.
When the coach failed to turn up to
take members into Rome some uphill
walking was called for.

REVOLUTIONARY
END TO A
CHAPLAINCY

OT H E R S V I E W S

O F S Y N O D

While the serious business of
Diocesan Synod in Rome was
reported on pages 8 and 9, some of the
“holiday snaps” of the event might
offer an alternative report.
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