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Darkness and light. This impressive window 
at St Andrew’s church in Zurich reveals 
the contrasting message of Easter. Standing 
out from the darkness is the traditional 
crucifixion scene in full colour. May Christ 
bring his full light and life into your lives 
this Easter. 

H I  T E C H  L I N K S  B E N E F I T 
F O R  T H E  D I O C E S E
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TE c h n o l o g Y  –  a 
To o l  F o r  T h E  g o s p E l
“Television? The word is half Greek, half Latin. No good can come of it.” was the judgement 
of C. P. Scott, the editor and later proprietor of the Manchester Guardian newspaper some 85 
years ago. We might wonder whether good is a result of this technology but cannot ignore the 
small screen images which have changed our world, for better or worse.

I have more respect for technology in daily life after moving home last Autumn. Although 
the new house was a quarter of a mile from the previous one a dysfunctional national 
communications company managed to leave us without internet and broadband access for 
over five weeks. Apart from making a Communications Officer’s life more difficult, it rapidly 
taught him how much he had come to rely on technology for the most basic everyday needs.

 A church poster showing a picture of the Bible once proclaimed “Not all life’s answers can 
be found on Google”. I agree about life’s big questions but fact checking and information are 
a basic part of my life, not to mention the need to respond quickly to emails from all over the 
diocese and update the website.

Since contact with the outside world was restored at the start of the year I have treated my 
communications with greater respect and acknowledge their value. I know life could go on 
without these inventions but when used for good they can bring great blessings. 

Technology plays a key role in sharing our news around the diocese. Emails with information 
and lively pictures arrive regularly and are quickly on the diocesan website or included in The 
European Anglican which relies on the internet for its production. Almost all communication 
with our churches is done electronically. And churches also know the value of technology. You 
can read on this page how churches and television can be used for good and for God.

Yet as Lent races by and Easter approaches we can never forget that God’s greatest 
communication was personal and costly rather than instant and electronic. At this “Queen of 
Festivals” we rejoice that much good has come of it and that, for God’s people, the triumph of 
Our Lord’s death and rising always trumps technology.

Pa u l  N e e d l e 
E d i T o r ,  
Th E  E u r o p E a n  a n g l i c a n



3C H U R C H E S  O N  T H E 
S M A L L  S C R E E N

po r T i l lo  
pr o g r a m m E  
d r o p s  i n  aT  ni c E
Holy Trinity Church in Nice welcomed a roving television 
reporter when Michael Portillo included it in the first of a 
series exploring the railways of Europe.

In an interview Fr. Ken Letts explained the ancient 
connection between the church and the celebrated 
sweeping “Promenade des Anglais”. It was funded 
by English church members in the second half of the 
eighteenth century as part of a work creation scheme to 
help poor unemployed people in difficult times. It is now 
enjoyed by many thousands of visitors from all nations – 
most of whom are unaware of the Anglican connection 
with “Les Anglais”.

s E a s o n a l  T v  
i n  m a lTa

The church in Malta featured in two TV programmes 
broadcast over the Christmas period. A presenter and 
camera crew spent several days filming part of a series on 
the history, architecture and life of St Paul’s Pro-Cathedral 
in a long running and very popular Maltese programme 
called “Madwarna” Around Us. It included the restoration 
project on the Father Smith organ.

The Nine Lessons and Carols service from Holy Trinity 
in Sliema was televised. Church member Larry Storey says 
it is their most popular service each year and the cameras 
gave it added excitement and attracted the curiosity of the 
congregation. 

Tv  c o p s  o n  
T h E  ro c k

Rev Andrew Jacobson, Port Chaplain in Gibraltar, is well 
used to meeting a wide range of visitors passing through 
the extensive harbour facilities but he was surprised and 
delighted recently to welcome the stars of a popular UK 
television series.

A film company was recording part of an episode of New 
Tricks on the North Mole and Andrew got a glimpse of 
how one of his favourite programmes was put together. He 
also enjoyed meeting some of the cast including Amanda 
Redman, Dennis Waterman and Alun Armstrong. The 
content of the episode is being kept secret and will be aired 
sometime later this year.

E xo T i c  i s l a n d  
pa r i s h
Members of All Saints in Puerto de la Cruz are hoping 
they will become a regular feature on British TV screens 
after producers enjoyed a pilot for a “fly on the wall” 
documentary series.

Rev Mike Smith says a local TV journalist Luisa has 
produced a 15 minute sample of life in this parish in 
Tenerife. If the project is commissioned it will follow 
church and island life over many weeks. 

The demonstration programme included a group 
enjoying fellowship as they worked in the Cemetery, 
Sunday lunch on the patio at All Saints, and home grown 
entertainment after a lunch together for St Francis’ Day.
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i T  m aY  l o o k  l i k E  ru B B i s h 
B u T  i T ’s  c r E Ta n  a r T
The grand sounding title for this 
conference was matched by the 
setting of the Greek Orthodox 
Academy in Kolymbari Crete with 
like minded enthusiastic people from 
all corners of the globe.

His All Holiness the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, Bartholomew, whose 
environmental efforts earned him 
the title “The Green Patriarch”, 
welcomed us with the words “God 
created, we with greed and pride 
have destroyed. How do we repair? 
How do we sustain our repairs? The 
distribution of wealth needs to be 
fairer to enable repair.”

As we know, Greece has a great 
need to reduce its poverty. The 
Greek Orthodox Church is hard at 
work to help with this. They involve 
schools so the children grow up with 
sustainable ideas and hopefully take 

those ideas back home. A large group 
of children came to the conference to 
show what they are being taught and 
are doing about it.

We visited two local olive presses 
which produce the oil, traditionally 
using stones to crush the olives. They 
both produce organic oil using only 
pre-tested olives from accredited 
organic farms. Nothing is wasted 
in the process. Leaves are used as 
compost and the pulp, stones and 
skin are used in the manufacture 
of cosmetics, creams and cleaning 
materials. Maybe olives should be 
used as the symbol of sustaining life 
rather than bread? 

In the Holy Convent of 
Chrysopigi the sisters also produce 
their own olive oil and sell it along 
with candles and soap which they 
make. They involve the community 

by opening their doors to the public 
especially schools for environmental 
seminars. 

Some facts and figures paint a 
disturbing picture. There are 7 
billion people on the planet, 925 
million are hungry! 41% do not have 
access to clean drinking water. Many 
die from water related diseases. 

As a break from the lectures we 
were given a practical challenge to 
spend time on the beach collecting 
rubbish. To show that much of that 
waste is not bio-degradable we made 
a ‘sculpture’ – not quite one of the 
great Greek works of art but an 
object lesson.

i n F o r m aT i o n  i s  vi Ta l  –  k E E p  s p r E a d i n g  T h E  g r E E n  Wo r d

I am continually finding new groups 
and charities working to reach 
people about the Environment. One 
such is The John Ray Initiative, 
an educational charity with a 
vision to bring together scientific 
and Christian understandings of 
the environment in a way that 
can be widely communicated and 

lead to effective action. It was 
formed in 1997 in recognition of 
the urgent need to respond to the 
global environmental crisis and the 
challenges of sustainable development 
and environmental stewardship in 
accordance with Christian principles 
and the wise use of science and 
technology. 

s o u r c E s  a n d  r E s o u r c E s  F o r  sT u d i E s

Operation Noah has a Lent Course based on the Ash Wednesday Declaration but which can be used at any 
time. Climate change and the purposes of God can be downloaded from www.operationnoah.org/lent-course

The Anglican Communion Environmental Network has produced New Sabbath studies –  
Sabbath Reflections: Capitalism and Inequity versus a Gospel Mandate  
www.anglicancommunion.org/acns/news.cfm/2012/10/9/ACNS5201 

Life Issues Bible Studies – Bible study on Environment (only 99p a copy!!) www.cwr.org.uk 

E n v i r o n m E n Ta l  J o T T i n g s
Diocesan Environmental Officer Madeleine Holmes has a round-up of news 
from the diocese starting with a conference in Crete on the search for sustainable 
alternatives for poverty reduction and ecological justice.

A sculpture made of collected rubbish

Time for serious discussions



5A  R O Y A L  P H O T O C A R D

WE  s E n T  J u B i l E E  g r E E T i n g s  – 
T h E  Q u E E n  s a i d  “Th a n k  Yo u ” 
Didn’t we have a lovely time – as our mini pictures remind us – 
during the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations across the Diocese? 

Almost all our churches shared in signing the letter of thanks and appreciation to 
the Queen. Eventually it had some 70,000 signatures. Many people added their 
own touching tributes and memories of the sovereign’s long reign.

The letters were gathered together and bound into a permanent volume, thanks 
to the skill of a member of All Saints Church in Rome. 

The bishop and his staff were delighted to receive from the 
Queen a lovely acknowledgement, decorated with her personal 
photographic memories of 
an historic year.



H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y  
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When the Anglican Chaplaincy in 
St Petersburg held a service in the 
original English church premises 
on Remembrance Sunday last year 
they were also celebrating the first 
Anglican service there since 1917 and 
potentially staking a claim for a more 
permanent return to the site. 

Since 1993, the Chaplaincy has 
held regular Sunday service in a 
number of locations in the city and 
is currently based in the Swedish 
church, but for the first time it was 
allowed back into the English church 
for a service. It is a magnificent 
building facing the River Neva at 56 
English Embankment. The church 

was the spiritual and charitable centre 
for the British community in what 
was then the capital of the Russian 
Empire, from 1721 until its enforced 
closure after the Russian Revolution 
in 1917. It was subsequently reused by 
the state for offices and storage. At its 
height, in the early years of the 19th 
century, there were three priests and 
an electoral roll of over two thousand 
five hundred.

Since November 2012 we have 
held two further services in the 
English church, which were both 
well attended and greatly helped in 
raising our profile locally. 

We are now back in the Swedish 

church but actively engaged in 
discussions, supported by the British 
Consul, with the city administration 
trying to get permanent access to the 
English church for services. 

The English church played a 
central role in the lives of the British 
community from the early 1700s 
until the Russian Revolution. The 
Victorian interior of the church is 
a wonderful reflection of this, with 
no expense having been spared on 
the mosaics, with many stained 
glass windows (by Heaton, Butler & 
Bayne – removed for safe keeping in 
the 1930s and currently in storage) 
and the Brindley and Foster organ. 

ro l l i n g  Ba c k  T h E  YE a r s  i n 
T h E  ru s s i a n  FE d E r aT i o n
By David Whitford from the Anglican Church of St Petersburg

Th r E E  g E m s  o F  Wi s d o m 
F r o m  T h E  E a s T
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Cheshire, England, SK9 3ND
Tel: +44 (0)161 485 1717
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£54.95
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Design Registration Number Sliding Bookbox: 4023474

Design Registration Number Churchill Ultra: 4024409

•  Comfort; with a thick seat pad and curved 
back pad

•  Flexibility; a moveable chair with lots of 
additional extras such as Keyhole Links, 
Arms, Extra Deep Back Pad

•  Stackability; 10 high for storage, 8 high 
in general use

•  Optional Sliding Bookbox available 
for storage

Features included

• Solid Beech Hardwood Frame

•  Mortise and Tenon joints
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stack and enhanced durability
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Unique Sliding Bookbox.
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a n n i v E r s a r Y  i n  a n k a r a

In May the Church of St Nicolas of 
Myra in Ankara celebrates its fiftieth 
anniversary of consecration. Here 
in Turkey it is a major event in the 
life of the entire church, not only 
because it is the land of St Paul and 
place with so many resonances of 
biblical and ecclesiastical history but 
because it was the place from which 
a sizeable segment of the Orthodox 
Church, the dominant Christian 
presence here for close on 2,000 
years, was expelled in the 1920s. 

St Nicolas was the first full 

freestanding church – not merely 
a converted or adapted room in 
an embassy building – built in 
Anatolia after these events, hence the 
anniversary to celebrate and savour. 

Our principal guest will be 
Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, who 
will be joined by representatives of 
many of the churches in this land 
including the Orthodox Patriarchate. 
St Nicolas has a long history of 
association with refugees and they 
are almost a permanent presence here 
as they attempt to escape persecution 
and suffering in their own countries 
on their way to what they hope will 
be a better life elsewhere. 

The British Ambassador will 
host a reception for agencies in and 
around Ankara that continue to 

work in this critically important area. 
Indeed refugees make up a sizeable 
percentage of today’s congregation, 
with the result that our liturgy and 
lectionaries are frequently diverted 
into one of up to half a dozen other 
languages, including Farsi, Turkish, 
Arabic and Aramaic. 

St Nicolas is one of the most 
south-easterly outposts of the 
Diocese in Europe, standing 
at the forefront of momentous 
contemporary political, social and 
religious change in the region. 
Hopefully, over time, its first 50 
years will prove to be a springboard 
for the future with a mission and 
ministry worthy of its location and 
commitment to the work of the 
Gospel. 

Fa i T h  i n 
m o s c o W ’s  B l E a k 
m i d W i n T E r

When Bishop Geoffrey visited Moscow for 
Epiphany he was also able to enjoy a re-run 
of Christmas as the event coincided with 
the Eastern Orthodox Christmas. As well as 
attending that celebration (where the Bishop 
and Canon Meurig Williams stood for over 
four hours!) services at St Andrew’s Moscow 
provided a joyful alternative for the feast of 
the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.

The confirmation service welcomed three 
candidates – with little Ivan being baptised 
and confirmed at the service. As our picture 
shows, the liturgy also boasted a good team of 
servers.

John Higgins 
writes... 
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EighT  oF  ThE  BEsT  –  sToriEs  From  EuropE. anglic an.org

 B E  F i r s T  T o  F i n d  o u r  n E W s  –  l o g  o n  T o  o u r  W E B s i T E  r E g u l a r lY

Sir Roger Fry has just retired as a Reader based in  
St George’s Madrid after 44 years work in the diocese. 
He was invested with his knighthood at Windsor 
Castle by The Prince of Wales. The Honour was given 
for “Services to UK education internationally and for 
Anglo Spanish cultural relations”.

The Congregation of the Holy Ghost in the Italian city 
of Genoa were delighted when contractors gave back 
the main part of the building ahead of schedule after 
major renovation work. The next stage sees work on 
structural cracks in the main arch and the re-creation 
of some missing parts of the damp course.

Muriel Chandler has lived in Ibiza for over 40 years 
and has been a member of her local church on the 
Mediterranean island. When she celebrated her 100th 
birthday in December she got a birthday card from 
HM The Queen and a huge cake. Church members 
shared in a special celebration service with her.

Not many people in the Anglican Church ask to be 
baptised by immersion. But in the Turkish-speaking 
parish of the Resurrection in Istanbul when Kristina 
made her request church leaders found a chapel with a 
full baptistry for the ceremony.
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EighT  oF  ThE  BE sT  –  sToriEs  From  EuropE. anglic an.org

 B E  F i r s T  T o  F i n d  o u r  n E W s  –  l o g  o n  T o  o u r  W E B s i T E  r E g u l a r lY

Holy Cross church in Palermo, Sicily, spread the 
Christmas message of the Incarnation in a novel 
way displaying icons, artwork and objects from local 
Catholic, Orthodox and Coptic churches and private 
collections. Three Italian regions were represented 
(Sicily, Campania and Veneto), with art from Spain, 
Greece, Russia, Armenia, Ethiopia and Brazil. 

Dame Emma Kirkby, who has been dubbed the  
“Queen of Baroque”, introduced an audience in 
Malta’s Pro-Cathedral to some gems from the Early 
Music movement in a concert for the formal launch of 
the Valletta Baroque Festival Ensemble.

Flags of many nations flew and the very English 
music of Elgar was sung to welcome Rev Tuomas 
Mäkipää as Priest-in-Charge in Helsinki. Tuomas, 
who is Finnish, previously served as Assistant Curate. 
He was supported by friends from the Finnish 
Lutheran Church who were warmly thanked for their 
cooperation within the Nordic Porvoo Agreement.

St Andrew’s Church in Los Boliches, Costa del Sol, 
now boasts a specially created stained glass window to 
replace the original plain DIY glass blocks. The cross 
was designed and made by Rev John Ball and church 
members helped to transport it by car to Spain in 
pieces. The window was dedicated to the memory of 
the late Rev Dr Lindy Jordan.
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B r i n g i n g  c h r i s T i a n s 
To g E T h E r  B Y  p r aY E r , 
sT u d Y  a n d  Fu n
Many churches will have 
marked the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity in January.  
Jo Jan Vandenheede introduces 
an all year round example with 
the Anglican-Lutheran Society.

In the Diocese in Europe strong 
ecumenical ties are one of the givens. 
These ties are expressed at many 
levels and experienced in a variety 
of ways. So imagine what it was like 
when more than 60 people from 
across the globe came together last 
Autumn to experience ecumenism 
‘in the flesh’.

A conference arranged by the 
Anglican-Lutheran Society, entitled 
“Living Together: Christian Ministry 
in Tomorrow’s World”, brought 
Anglicans and Lutherans, together 
with a few Catholic and Orthodox 
participants, shared in worship, 
debate and fellowship at the College 
of the Resurrection, Mirfield. It was 
ecumenism at a grass roots level – 
and with a bang! 

Never heard of the Anglican-
Lutheran Society? Well, it’s a 
multilingual and international 

organisation that aims at promoting 
and fostering deeper understanding 
of the Lutheran and Anglican 
traditions within the Christian 
Church.

Started by two friends, one 
Anglican and one Lutheran, back 
in 1984, we are now active on all 
continents, save Antarctica! We 
have patrons, presidents, moderators 
and members, lay and ordained, 
committed and enthusiastic! There 
are new branches springing up in 
various countries and the future 
for the Society looks vibrant and 
exciting. 

To me membership of the 
Anglican-Lutheran Society seems 
especially relevant to the Diocese in 
Europe, where both sister-churches 
are so closely present. We offer a 
warm invitation to join us on this 
journey towards a deeper unity 
between Anglicans and Lutherans in 
particular, and Christians in general, 
as we pray and worship together, 
meet occasionally for study, and 
enjoy each other’s company.

Our Conferences are always 
stimulating. They have taken place 
all over Europe and have always been 
well-attended and lively. The next 

one is planned for September 2014 
in Hungary, on the theme “Fear 
Not, Little Flock: Being a Minority 
Church”. Already closely involved in 
the planning are the local Lutheran 
bishop Tamas Fabiny and Rev Frank 
Hegedüs the Anglican Chaplain in 
Budapest. You can get a feel for what 
our Conferences are like by visiting 
the Society’s website, www.anglican-
lutheran-society.org. 

Our Annual General Meetings 
are enjoyable, often challenging, 
and centred on specific topics. 
The next one will be in London 
on 9th March. 

We try to stay connected through 
other media too. There’s our well-
received magazine, The Window. 
This is a great source of news and 
‘gossip’, reports and photos of local 
get-togethers, book reviews, and 
accounts of relevant developments 
within and between our two 
traditions. There’s also the ever 
expanding social media. We have 
recently launched a Facebook page 
and National Coordinators manage 
internet pages in their own localities. 
We are also experimenting with 
YouTube and virtual conferencing 
as possible means of actively 
engaging members restricted by 
intercontinental travel and visa issues.

I believe that the Anglican-Lutheran 
Society has a lot to offer to the 
Diocese in Europe as we undertake 
an ecumenical adventure together!

2014 Conference venue in Hungary

Welcome session at our Mirfield conference 2012
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In Brussels, half the people I meet 
ask about the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury. What is he like? Will 
he be good? And what does he think 
about the EU? The other half ask 
why did the Church of England vote 
against women bishops? What went 
wrong? Will you really have to wait 
three years before you can discuss the 
legislation again? 

In London I am constantly asked 
about the EU. Wouldn’t the UK be 
better off outside the union? Why 
does the EU cost the UK so much 
money? Will Greece survive as a 
member of the Eurozone? And how 
long before Spain and Italy need to 
be bailed out?

I am not surprised that so 
many people in the UK want to 
ask me about the EU. It is a very 
contentious issue, a debate which is 
all the more charged because of the 
misinformation that pours out of 
the British media. More and more 
questions will be asked as 2013 
progresses. 

At the same time I am delighted 
by the genuine interest many 
Bruxellois show in the Church 
of England. Most have heard of 
Henry VIII and the nominally 
Roman Catholic majority have a 
quiet fascination in this intelligent, 
reformed catholic church which 
began with the divorce of a king. 

Today the office of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury is a global role. It 
gives the Church of England a 

Th E  vi E W  F r o m  B r u s s E l s

Canon Gary Wilton, 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
representative to the EU, says 
he is surrounded by questions. 

significance and reach well beyond 
our size. EU officials at all levels, as 
well as ecumenical colleagues, have 
followed the new appointment with 
interest. Rowan Williams was widely 
respected because of his courage, 
soaring intellect and deep spirituality. 
Justin Welby has caught people’s 
imagination because he has been 
a business man – Group Treasurer 
at Enterprise Oil. There is a high 
expectation that he will understand 
the ordinary person in the street. 
He is possibly the most financially 
literate Archbishop of Canterbury 
ever. To date his participation in 
the Parliamentary Commission 
on Banking Standards has been 
immensely impressive. He has also 
actively followed the recent banking 
developments in the Eurozone. Not 
surprisingly President Barroso of the 
European Commission has invited 
him to Brussels.

As a secular organisation the 
EU does not think ‘theologically’. 
But it does have ‘values’. The 2007 
Lisbon Treaty states that the EU 
‘draws inspiration from the cultural, 
religious and humanist inheritance of 
Europe, from which have developed 
the universal values of the inviolable 
and inalienable rights of the human 
person’. Not least equality between 
men and women. So powerful is this 
commitment to equality that both 
secular and Christian officials find 
it hard to understand why churches 
and religions ‘discriminate’ on the 

grounds of gender.
For many Christians equality is 

not the issue in relation to women 
bishops ... it’s theology and the depth 
of tradition! For most EU member 
states, membership of the union 
is not just about money or trade. 
It’s about deeper issues of peace, 
identity, and belonging and freedom. 
Other member states have very 
different motivations than the UK 
for membership of the union and a 
greater commitment to working with 
the EU’s many imperfections. 

We live in a fragile continent and 
serve a fragile church where it is 
important to understand the different 
motivations and beliefs of others. 
Women bishops and membership of 
the EU are just two of many questions 
that confront us in 2013. 

One of Archbishop Rowan’s many 
gifts was to seek out and understand 
the values and motivations of others. 
Given that Archbishop Justin is 
passionately committed to peace and 
reconciliation, he is likely to do the 
same...

Former Archbishop  Rowan Williams

Bishop Justin Welby now Archbishop of Canterbury
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Shortly before he retired as Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Rowan 
Williams wrote a letter to His Beatitude Ieronimus, the Orthodox 
Church’s Archbishop of Athens and All Greece, with greetings and the 
promise of his prayers for the work done by the churches of Athens 
in responding to the human crisis which is made worse by Greece’s 
economic woes. 

Canon Malcolm Bradshaw and 
Reader Chris Saccali from the 
Athens Chaplaincy attended the 
Annual meeting of Loida, a senior 
citizens home, run under the auspices 
of Scripture Union, in the northern 
suburbs of the city. An anonymous 
donor had responded to the Greek 
Hardship Appeal administered by the 
Chaplaincy so Canon Malcolm could 
hand over €10,000 to Loida. He says 
“Care establishments like this have 
been hard hit by the economic crisis 

and no longer receive state subsidies 
and donations. Inflation, especially 
in energy costs, places a very heavy 
burden on their budgets.” 

Maria (pictured with Malcolm 
and Christine) is 93 and a resident 
of the Home. She grew up in Izmir 
but experienced the exchange of 
populations between Greece and 
Turkey in the 1920’s. She is not 
only fluent in five languages but is 
able to sing songs in several of these 
languages. 

In his letter, Dr Williams said:- 
In common with the World Council of 

Churches and the Conference of European 
Churches, your brothers and sisters in 
the Church of England will be praying 
for a resolution to the current economic 
challenges that does not make the situation 
worse for the most vulnerable in Greek 
society. The economic crisis through which 
we are passing has many and complex 
causes, among them habits of complacency 
and lack of foresight on the part of 
particular governments and societies; some 
are also habits of greed and irresponsible 
speculation on the part of certain elements 
of the financial services industries. As 
you yourself, Your Beatitude, have said, 
the crisis is a challenge to Christian 
people everywhere to lift the spirits of 
those around them by holding before their 
eyes a fresh vision of true humanity. 

The solution to our troubles is a spiritual 
matter not only an economic one. Or, 
more correctly, economics itself needs a 
spiritual framework if it is not to serve the 
most destructive forces in our world.

In recent weeks and months, we have 
been painfully conscious of the heavy 
burden of growing economic privation 
which lies on the shoulders of the Greek 
nation. We are also deeply grateful for 
the example of the Orthodox Church of 
Greece in its unstinting record of service 
to all – to needy foreign migrants and, 
increasingly, to the poor among your own 
people. Our Lord blesses those who find 
him and serve him in the persons of the 
poor (Matthew 25.40), and the Church 
of Greece has generously ministered to 
its Lord in this way. We pray for the 
continuance of this service and for the 
strength and resource to maintain it. And 

we greatly applaud the way in which the 
Orthodox Church of Greece has resisted 
all attempts to victimise or blame migrants 
and refugees in this stressful situation, and 
has continued to offer unconditional help 
to all those whose need is manifest.

The Archbishop ends his letter with 
praise for St Paul’s congregation in 
Athens. 

We stand with you in your efforts 
both to meet the immediate needs of your 
neighbourhood and to remind your nation 
and all nations of this call to repentance, 
compassion and fairness. I am very glad 
to know that our Anglican congregations 
in Athens continue to work with you in 
your ministry to the poor, and I hope that 
we may continue to be alongside you in 
whatever way is possible in these difficult 
times. 

a r c h B i s h o p  ro Wa n ’s 
F i n a l  g r E E T i n g  T o 
g r E E c E

g r E E k  h a r d s h i p  Fu n d  m a k i n g  a  d i F F E r E n c E
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d o  a s  m u c h  a s  Yo u 
c a n  F o r  ET h i o p i a  i n 
l E n T  a p p E a l

Wh E r E  c a n  Y o u  B E  F i r s T  
T o  F i n d  T h E  n E W s ?
• More about projects supported by the Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2013
•  Updates on progress of the Diocese in Europe Measure which will help diocesan 

development with the appointment of four full-time archdeacons
• The Agenda and daily reports from Diocesan Synod in Cologne (June 3 -7)

v i s i T  E u r o p E . a n g l i c a n .o r g 

He says “Partners for Change 
Ethiopia, formerly the St Matthew’s 
Children’s Fund, is a charity I have 
known and supported for many years 
and can vouch for the excellent work 
that it does.

“Some years ago during a 
University Expedition to Ethiopia 
I became acutely aware of the 
precariousness of life for many 
poor people, threatened by famine 
and by political upheavals. The 
silver pectoral cross I frequently 
wear was a present in 1994 from an 
Ethiopian friend, and is a copy of 
a fifteenth-century blessing cross. 
It is a reminder to me, especially 
during Lent, of the sacrificial love of 
the God who in Jesus Christ came 
down to the lowest part of our need, 
redeemed us from sin and the power 
of death to bring us to new life 
through his Resurrection”.

The project originated in 1985 
from the needs of 1000 children 
orphaned by war and famine who 
were then housed in four orphanages. 
As the scheme developed workers 
found that it was in the children’s 
best interest to be cared for in their 
own communities. Now there are 
centres in five cities which can reach 
750,000 people.

Vulnerable children are cared 
for, their houses are repaired, water 
supply and sanitation are improved 
and education is encouraged for 
children and adults. The work is 
done by working with communities 
to encourage individual and 
collective self-reliance by helping 
them set up and manage community 
based organisations. 

Some of the specific projects 
include work with the Negedde 
Woitto, who are considered one 

of the most marginalised, poorest 
urban groups in Ethiopia. Not many 
years ago their shanty town homes 
were in a poor state of repair, the 
children were dressed in rags and 
looked unhealthy, there was no water 
supply, and alcoholism, brought on 
by very high unemployment, was 
rife. Today, with the help of Partners 
for Change, the Woitto have water; 
women have formed self-help groups 
to share income generation skills and 
practises; children receive tutorial 
classes enabling the weakest students 
to keep up with their studies; 
and adults have basic literacy and 
numeracy education enabling them 
to start their own businesses and 
take an interest in their children’s 
learning. 

The Godar project works with 
the Orthodox Church in Ethiopia. 
Students leave their homes and settle 
with the teacher, who is usually 
based at a church or monastery. 
Teaching is done by night without 
books and the students are expected 
to live in poverty, begging their 
food. They learn hymns, Biblical 
commentary and the traditional 
improvised theological poetry called 
qene – as well as more practical 
topics such as language, writing and 
medicine. 

A series of aid and self-help projects in 
Ethiopia are the focus of the Bishop’s 
annual Lent Appeal. Bishop Geoffrey 
is encouraging churches across 
the diocese to start holding special 
events, such as Lent lunches, special 
collections or fund-raising activities. 

g r E E k  h a r d s h i p  Fu n d  m a k i n g  a  d i F F E r E n c E
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c l E r g Y  o n  T h E  m o v E

GREETINGS
Rev Lars Nowén, Chaplain and 
Teacher of Humanities at Chelsea 
Academy in London was welcomed as 
Senior Chaplain of St Vincent’s church 
on The Algarve in Portugal in January.

FAREWELL TO
Canon Harold Nahabedian, Priest-in-
Charge of St Alban’s, Strasbourg in 
France has resigned.

CHANGES
Rev John Bishop Moore, formerly 
Assistant Curate is now designated 
Assistant Priest of St Michael’s, Paris. 

HONOURED
Rev Hugh Broad, Chaplain of Mojacar 
in Southern Spain and Area Dean of 
the Gibraltar Archdeaconry has been 
appointed a Canon of the Diocese.

ro B E r T ’s  roYa l 
a p p o i n T m E n T

Rev Canon Dr Robert 
Innes, Chancellor of 
the Pro-Cathedral 
in Brussels is now 
sporting a new red 
cassock after being 

appointed a Chaplain to the Queen. 
The honorary office involves an 

invitation to preach annually in the 
Chapel Royal and other less formal 
duties, The Queen has a number 
of Chaplains appointed to offer her 
spiritual guidance and support.

Bishop Geoffrey welcomed news 
of the appointment saying “This is a 
well-deserved honour for Robert, but 
it is also an honour for the Diocese, 
as I believe he is the first Chaplain to 
the Queen to be appointed from the 
clergy of the Diocese in Europe.’ 

Rev Mel Smith has retired as 
Chaplain of St Philip and St James on 
the Mediterranean island of Mallorca 
and is returning to live in Britain. We 
are delighted that he will continue 
his valuable work as Honorary 
Stewardship Officer for the Diocese. 
His inspirational seminar at Diocesan 
Synod last year encouraged many 
members to pass on the message about 
Christian giving within their own 
churches.

Dear Friends,

Thank you all so much for the gift of the crossover trail / road bicycle with its 

twenty-seven gears, disc brakes and leather saddle, which is a most handsome 

piece of kit now thoroughly road and trail tested during a two-month 1000k, 

sojourn in the Languedoc area of France. And, yes, all twenty-seven gears, disc 

brakes and comfortable saddle proved to be essential for the well-being of the rider. 

However, I don’t think either ‘Wiggo’ or ‘Cavers’ need fear any competition just 

yet though some of the routes taken are, apparently, used by various cycle teams 

as training runs. My training continues in the Mole Valley, which as you may 

know formed part of the Olympic road race in 2012.

Having returned at the beginning of December fit and well, Bishop Geoffrey 

invited me to join him and my former colleagues at the staff Christmas lunch, 

during which he presented me with an envelope containing a cheque from you all. 

In addition to the bicycle, this was a wonderful surprise so much so that I shall 

have to reflect for a while on how best to use this generous additional gift.

I am grateful to you all not only for the gifts, the letters and emails of good 

wishes, but also for the privilege of working alongside you. It has been an 

exciting, professionally challenging twenty-year period of my life and I can also 

say, quite honestly, that it has never been dull. What more could anyone ask 

of their working life? I miss everything and everyone enormously but hopefully 

I shall rise to the challenges of this new phase of life and I think I have made 

a good start. I shall certainly be in and around the diocese on occasion and, 

therefore, may be coming to a church near you in the not too distant future!

With many thanks and best wishes,

Jeanne

a  l E T T E r  Fr o m 
J E a n n E
Jeanne French, who retired as Assistant Diocesan  
Secretary last Autumn writes
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n o W  h E a r  T h E 
Wo r d  o F  Th E 
lo r d  –  o r  n o T

“He who has ears to hear let him hear.” But what if our 
ears can no longer hear? What if they are blocked by some 
internal “noise”? 

My husband, Steve, like approximately four million 
Germans, suffers from both a hearing loss and tinnitus. 
I have observed him for the last several years as he has 
struggled with both afflictions. First, he denied there was a 
problem. He couldn’t understand our children because they 
“mumbled.” He couldn’t hear his students because there 
was too much noise in the halls. However, others could 
still understand our children and conduct class in spite of 
the distracting noise, so denial became more and more 
difficult. 

Then, as his hearing grew worse and his tinnitus 
became more pronounced, he withdrew into a shell. He 
became reluctant to go to restaurants, where the ambient 
background noise made hearing even more difficult, or 
to the Philharmonie, where the shrill tones of the piccolo 
and the loud sound of the full orchestra playing fortissimo 
aggravated the piercing high B-flat which drilled in his ear. 
He no longer engaged in conversations; he became silent, 
withdrawn. 

Finally, as his condition worsened and became almost 
unbearable, he sought out a “Kur”*. It was there that they 
eventually diagnosed his hearing loss, and it was there 
that he learned that tinnitus does not originate in the ear. 
Instead, the brain, which, like all nature, abhors a vacuum, 
“manufactures” sound to replace the signals which it no 
longer receives from the ear. On the “Kur” he learned 
that there is no cure for tinnitus, but for some people, like 
Steve, a hearing aid, which improves sound transmission, 
can somewhat alleviate the suffering caused by its relentless 
white noise. But, he also learned techniques on the three-
week “Kur” to ignore the brain’s artificial signals – to 
listen past them. One of his assignments, for example, was 
to go out into the woods and actively listen to the birds 
singing. He had to focus his attention past the ever-present 
pounding to concentrate on something external. He had to 
pay attention. 

I am not a doctor, nor a theologian, but I often discern 
the same symptoms of hearing loss and tinnitus in the 
Church. In many places it seems we are in denial, refusing 
to acknowledge our growing deafness to the voice of God 
and to the clamouring world around us. Others, those 
with better hearing perhaps, or less distracted by internal 

white noise, still hear and respond to God’s call, though 
many of them exist outside the boundaries of the Church. 
Wall Street protestors call our attention to the unfair and 
growing disparity between rich and poor; thriller writers 
expose the seamy, criminal world of people trafficking and 
arms trading; investigative journalists expose the corrupt 
world of politics; and documentary movie directors reveal 
the injustice of the justice system. 

In some places we seem to have already reached the 
withdrawal stage. We can only hear the noise of our own 
tinnitus, the artificial signals manufactured inside ourselves. 
The recent rejection by the Synod of women bishops shows 
just how deafened we have become. The Anglican Church 
rejects the possibility of women becoming bishops simply 
because they are women. One Synod member said, “to 
most people this just looks like blatant discrimination”– 
perhaps because it is. The Archbishop of Canterbury at 
the time, Dr Rowan Williams, admitted that this decision 
“is not intelligible to our wider society – worse than 
that, it seems that we are wilfully blind.” He went on to 
acknowledge that the church has “a lot of explaining to 
do.” We have, it seems, become hopelessly mired in the 
same irrelevance as the medieval scholars, suffering from 
much the same loss of hearing, who debated how many 
angels could dance on the head of a pin. We have become 
so focused on our own internal noise that we no longer 
engage in conversation with the world around us. 

So, perhaps we need to set aside some dedicated time 
to focus on our loss of hearing. We need to undergo an 
examination and listen to those diagnosticians who can 
pinpoint the range of our disability. We need to undergo 
the rather lengthy process of being fitted with a hearing aid, 
which will again allow us to hear God’s voice and engage 
with the world around us. Most of all, perhaps, we need 
to acknowledge our faulty hearing, and the artificiality of 
the internal “sounds” we do hear, and learn the techniques 
necessary to listen past their distracting noise. We need to 
learn how to focus, to concentrate, to pay attention. Then, 
perhaps, we will again have “ears to hear.” 

*A “Kur” is a spa health and healing resort in Germany.

Sue Hepner from St George’s Berlin 
offers an opinion and tries to find a 
theological understanding of Tinnitus 
and the Christian church.

A busy and noisy service can be a problem for suffers  
with hearing loss and tinnitus.
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d i o c E s E  s h a r E s  i n  n E W 
a r c h B i s h o p ’s  WE l c o m E

When Rt Rev Justin Welby is enthroned as the Archbishop of Canterbury 
on 21st March he will be welcomed as a friend of the Diocese in Europe. 
The new Primate was a member of St Michael’s Church in Paris during his 
time working as an executive in an oil company before his ordination. He 
remembers his time there with affection. He is also well remembered by 
members of the Gibraltar Archdeaconry Synod after his keynote speech in 
Torrevieja, Spain, in 2011. He spoke with many humorous anecdotes and 
insights about his experience in conflict resolution, a topic which is sadly 
all too relevant to local church life. At that time he was Dean of Liverpool, 
shortly afterwards becoming Bishop of Durham.

For the enthronement ceremony our bishops have been asked to share 
the honour of hosting visiting dignitaries. Bishop Geoffrey will host guests 
from the Oriental Orthodox churches, assisted by clergy associated with the 
diocese. Bishop David welcomes guests from the Orthodox Church and he 
will be assisted by Canons Malcolm Bradshaw and Simon Stephens with 
Robin Fox and Patrick Irwin.

s W i s s 
a r c h d E a c o n 
p r E s E n T  i n 
s p i r i T  a n d 
s k Y p E

d i o c E s a n  YE a r 
i n  r E v i E W 
The Diocesan Annual Review for 
2012-13 has just been published and 
follows last year’s novel format which 
proved popular for its many pictures 
and varied reports. The information 
had previously been part of a 
Diocesan Yearbook and the smaller 
separate publication was widely 
distributed in Britain and around 
the Diocese. The Yearbook which 
contains information on churches, 
clergy and administration has again 
been published separately this year. 
Research shows that more and more 
people are finding this information 
on our website where it is constantly 

e u r o p e . a n g l i c a n . o r g

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
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The diocesan Communications 
Committee meeting in London 
in January proved the benefit of 
a technological innovation at the 
Diocesan Office. Archdeacon Peter 
Potter from Switzerland joined the 
meeting on a “conference vision” 
call using the popular Skype 
system.

Peter listened to the discussions 
and chipped in with his own 
comments as his place around 
the table was filled with a large 
television screen. He says this “out 
of body experience” was enjoyable 
and is proud to have been a hi-tech 
pioneer.

The system has been paid for 
by the Friends of the Diocese 
who are considering helping to 
upgrade it for the future. As it 
becomes more regularly used the 
visual conference facility will save 
hundreds of pounds in travel fares 
and reduce the diocese’s carbon 
footprint.

updated. Members of Diocesan 
Synod will be consulted about 
whether the printed version is still 
needed. Financial savings could be 
made if this information was solely 
online.


