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Celebrating her 85th birthday in 
the way she knows best, with an act 
of service in the distribution of the 
Royal Maundy, The Queen honours 
forty men and women from the 
Diocese in Europe in Westminster 
Abbey. A full report and more 
pictures are to be found on pages  
7 to 10.

(Picture by courtesy of picturepartnership)
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Two children were looking at their new 
diaries. “Christmas Day falls on a Friday 
this year.” said one. His friend replied “Well 
I hope it isn’t the 13th as well – that would 
be unlucky!” 

Serendipity has long been one of my 
favourite words. It is generally explained 
as “the happy accident of things occurring 
by happenstance” or as I suppose many 
people might say – Fate.

Real life is not all serendipity. It needs 
effort and planning and I was never more 
aware of this than on Maundy Thursday with 
the royal service in Westminster Abbey.  
I knew about the months of detailed 
planning and discussion within the Diocese 
in Europe to make sure that our forty 
recipients were well chosen and prepared 
(In the Bishop’s office at one stage it 
seemed to take over his Personal Assistant, 
Margaret Gibson’s life!)

On the great day there was a fair share 
of serendipity. The sun shone unseasonably 
warmly; the day coincided very rarely with 
the Queen’s birthday; and the weeks of 
planning were translated into one of those 
rare moments of wonder. I made a mental 
note of those moments when everyone 

was being given a final check immediately 
before the arrival of the Sovereign. The 
memories may well re-surface in an Advent 
sermon this year wondering if God’s People 
are as well prepared for the coming of the 
King of Heaven.

Perhaps because of mundane matters 
like a church Annual Meeting or the rush 
to and from London for the Maundy event 
Good Friday and Easter seemed to hit us 
out of the blue – and that provided some 
more serendipity moments. The truth  
about the Saviour’s suffering and conquest 
over death seemed to be fresher than ever 
this year.

On this page we reflect just a little of the 
Holy Week happenings around the diocese 
as well as our usual crop of good news 
stories of church life within our diverse 
Diocese. If your congregation or activity is 

not included here please 
send us your news so we 
may feature you on the 
diocesan website or in our 
next edition.

Pa u l  N e e d l e 
E d i t o r ,  th E  E u r o p E a n 
a n g l i c a n

S E r E n d i p i t y  o r 
j u S t  h a r d  g r a F t ?

p.s. It is claimed that Horace Walpole first used the word “serendipity” in a letter to Horace Mann in 1754. He 
apparently made it up after reading a Persian fairy tale The Three Princes of Serendip, whose heroes “were 
always making discoveries, by accidents and sagacity, of things they were not in quest of”. So now you know!
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h o ly  W E E k  i n  
o u r  d i v E r S E  d i o c E S E

In Malta the Palm 
Sunday procession 
recalled the 
original event and 
followed a donkey 
on their way to the 
Pro-Cathedral.

In Holy Trinity, Geneva, clergy and readers 
welcomed Bishop David who blessed the holy 
oils to be used in churches across the Diocese 
in the coming year.

In St Boniface, Antwerp, the Holy 
Week Chrism mass - celebrated 
by Bishop Geoffrey - was set 
against the background of the 
major restoration project works.

In the Early Church 
baptisms traditionally 
took take place at Easter 
and in the French 
city of Lyon Chaplain 
Chris Martin led a 
double baptism service. 
Nanimaya Thapa, a young 
woman from Nepal, was 
baptised along with her 2 
year old daughter Sara. 
Sara’s father, Tul Thapa, 
originally a refugee 
from ethnic cleansing in 
Bhutan, was first brought 
to church in Lyon where 
he was baptised on Easter 
Day 2003.

In the Finnish 
capital of 
Helsinki 
Father Tuomas 
Mäkipää 
begins the 
Maundy 
Thursday vigil 
in an Upper 
Room at the 
Cathedral.

Although Easter was on the latest date possible this year the Winter chill was just beginning to let up 
in Finland where a Maundy service was held in an “Upper Room”. In warmer Mediterranean climes 
Christians celebrated the “Queen of Festivals” with outdoor events and holy oils were consecrated 
with ordination vows renewed in Geneva and Antwerp as our picture round-up reflects.
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‘You need to get out more’ is a sign I 
plan to put over my desk. Too many 
working hours are spent reading, 
writing or forwarding emails. Do 
you feel the same? It’s one of the 
costs of living through the whirlwind 
Information Technology Revolution. 
The PC has become our workbench. 
Crafting and re-crafting documents 
is what we do! Sometimes I worry 
that I don’t visit the European 
Parliament or Commission enough, 
but EU officials visit my inbox daily, 
with email after email organising 
events and exploring ideas. I don’t 
need to leave my desk to keep in 
contact. And yet when I do - I can 
find myself in very unexpected 
places.

Recent events in North Africa, 
the Gulf, Japan and New Zealand 
remind us that the world is fragile. 
War, revolution or natural disasters 
are never far away. Memories fade 
fast, but Europe has been shaped by 
two world wars, endless political 
revolutions and numerous disasters of 
flood or famine.

The EU was born out of a desire 
to create permanent peace and 
prosperity in Europe and now the 
nations of the continent take peace 
for granted. But did you know that 
today’s EU is active in promoting 
peace all across the globe -sometimes 
through sending peacekeeping 
troops – but more often by the ‘soft’ 
power of humanitarian support, 
development aid, election monitoring 

teams or advisers sent to promote 
good governance and democracy. 
Unnoticed, EU officials cross and 
re-cross the globe to help make it a 
safer place.

Despite their convenience emails 
are not the same as meeting face 
to face and building ‘real time’ 
relationships. When the world 
is so fragile, people from north, 
south, east and west need to know 
each other. There are literally 
hundreds of official and semi-
official international networks and 
meetings taking place in the world’s 
capitals. When money is so tight, 
international conferences seem like 
an extravagance. But their purpose 
is literally to keep people talking 
– ‘ jaw jaw is much better than war 
war’. When you have met someone 
in person and when you have built a 
good relationship, you can disagree 
much more safely. 

Last Year I was a guest of the 
Spanish Government and United 
Nations Alliance of Civilisations 
at a conference in Cordoba. I 
was part of a panel discussing 
the role of religious leaders in 
conflict prevention. Very recently I 
participated in a forum in Qatar as 

a guest of Al Jazeera television news. 
The dialogue included Evangelical 
Leaders from the USA and Muslim 
leaders from the Middle East – and 
our focus was the Arab Revolutions. 

If you have not watched Al 
Jazeera you may want to check out 
their English news station. They 
have learnt a lot from the BBC and 
now have one of the world’s largest 
networks of offices and journalists. 
It is eye-opening to watch quality 
independent journalism coming from 
the Middle East rather than Europe 
or the USA.

In Qatar I met some of the 
inspiring young leaders of the 
revolutions in Egypt, Tunisia, 
and Libya. Their passion for real 
democracy and freedom was very 
moving. They explained how 
they used mobile phones, blogs 
and websites to urge hundreds of 
thousands of people to come out onto 
the streets. It was a revelation! The 
information technology revolution 
had enabled them to mobilise a 
whole generation to start changing 
the world - A powerful lesson for 
those of us who allow our computers 
keep us to our desks. I really do need 
to get out more!

Canon Dr Gary Wilton sees 
how world events impact on life 
at the heart of the European 
Union

Former President Lula da Silva from Brazil addresses an EU meeting
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a r t W o r k  i n 
a M S t E r d a M
Christ Church in Amsterdam commissioned a local artist 
to make a quadtypch - four individual pictures to make 
a whole which depicts their church. Each of the four 
has a dominant colour of the Anglican church year. The 
paintings are to be dedicated this Summer.

Have you ever watched how most 
people visit an art museum? Last year 
as I toured around Munich I went 
to the Neue Pinakoteke modern 
art museum just after visiting the 
Roman Catholic Cathedral. I noticed 
how people tour an art museum in 
the same way they visit a beautiful 
church, with an air of reverence and 
with the expectation of encountering 
something important and true….
whether or not it is understood. 

Since the dawn of civilization, 
humanity has sought to express 
spiritual truths or spiritual longings 
through art. Visits to a medieval 
cathedral, a sculpture in a park or a 
painting in a museum all have the 
power to communicate in ways that 
concepts or words are unable to. As 

k E E p i n g  Fa i t h 
i n  t h E  a r t S
Rev Dan Morrow, from Zurich introduces his Art and Faith Group

people who value symbols Christians 
have always looked to the arts to help 
convey the sense of awe and wonder, 
to instill a love of beauty and to aid 
in communicating transcendent and 
mysterious truths. 

With this in mind at St. Andrew’s 
church in Zurich we started an 
Art and Faith group. Given the 
vast amount of art in Zurich and 
in Switzerland, it seemed like the 
perfect place to begin to investigate 
the intersection of art and the life of 
faith. Two years ago we held our first 
meeting in the Zurich Kunsthaus. 
A larger than expected group 
showed up and we talked about 
the paintings of Franz Marc and 
Wassily Kandinsky, two expressionist 
painters who placed high value 
on the spirituality of their works. 
Since then we have met monthly 
at the art museum and discussed 
everything from Gothic symbolism 
and renaissance biblical imagery to 
postmodern performance art. 

Among our favorite activities are 
the many excursions to museums 
and churches. Last year, the pastor 
of a local reformed church, the 
Frauenkirche, led us on a guided 

tour of the beautiful Chagall stained 
glass windows in his church and the 
evocative Sigmar Polke windows in 
the Grossmünster. We’ve made trips 
to the Paul Klee museum in Bern, 
the Beyeler museum in Basel and to 
exhibitions on the work of Picasso, 
Giacometti, and Basquiat. After 
these visits we discuss how the works 
“spoke” to us, or how we feel about 
them. In many instances, the images, 
paintings or sculptures provided 
fertile ground for theological 
reflection, a means of spiritual 
refreshment or even an impetus for 
contrition or repentance.

An underlying assumption and 
a motivation for beginning this 
group is that God is still speaking to 
a world in desperate need of love, 
mercy and reconciliation. If God can 
speak through a donkey to Balaam, 
through dry bones, earthquakes and 
rainbows, then God can and does 
speak through the arts. The goal of 
our group is to tune in to the voice, 
to train our eyes and ears to notice 
the movement of God’s spirit and 
to celebrate this moving when we 
encounter it. If you’re ever in Zurich, 
look us up and join us for a night at 
the museum. 



M U S I C  I N  A  M A C H I A V E L L I A N  S E T T I N G6

F i g a r o  ~  a n d  M o r E  ~ 
i n  Fl o r E n c E

St Mark’s Church in Florence, 
founded in 1877 by the English community 
in the Italian city, is described as “a unique and intimate 
setting, a jewel of different architectural styles”. The 
church is part of an old Medici Palace that was owned 
by Machiavelli, renovated in a neo-renaissance style 
with beautiful icons. It not only provides a glorious 
setting for worship but is a fine setting for concerts 
and as Chaplain, Lawrence MacLean, says “It is quite 
staggering. In 8 years we have entertained 64,000 
people through our doors and now we are the number 
One ‘Must Do’ attraction in Florence!”

 Between May and October this year the church will 
host performances of Rigoletto, Tosca, The Marriage 
of Figaro, La Traviata, La Boheme and Carmen. Fr. 
Lawrence says that as people come to St Mark’s to see 
the great operas he hopes they will catch a sense of the 
building’s main purpose and consider the Greatest Story 
Ever Told.
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W E S T M I N S T E R  A B B E Y

All great and grand occasions have their several processions. 
There were six. One, of course was the Diocese in Europe 
Procession, led by the Diocesan Legal Officers and which 
included the Chancellors of the Pro-Cathedrals, five 
Archdeacons and Bishops David and Geoffrey. The lady on my 
right noticed that as the Archdeacons processed by me some 
nodded in my direction. “You must be an important person” 
she remarked. Later when Her Majesty presented the Royal 
Maundy gifts and asked “Where did you come from today” the 
lady was even more impressed. 

“I think we should have sung “Happy Birthday” said a 
gentleman on my left. The four young Children of the Almonry 
carrying traditional Nosegays were seriously enjoying their 
special day. Adult hearts could almost be heard melting as the 
Children passed by.

The spiritual and prayerful “Office for the Royal Maundy” 
encompassed an emotional and unforgettable occasion for all 
of us. A powerful reminder of the many who work in and for the 
community.

C a N o N  R a y  J o N e s

th E  ro ya l  M a u n d y  2011
Forty men and women from around the Diocese in Europe will be among those who will always remember 
the Queen’s 85th birthday on 21st April. For the first time in her reign the day coincided with the Royal 
Maundy service which this year was at Westminster Abbey and those honoured (85 men and 85 women 
in total, marking the sovereign’s age) included recipients from our Diocese, the Diocese of Sodor and Man 
(which covers the Isle of Man) and nominees from Westminster Abbey. In this special picture supplement 
we reflect the special moments in the day as well as some glimpses behind the scenes. 

The Maundy money carefully protected by security staff

Yeomen face the crowds to await the Queens arrival
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Trumpeters stand ready to lead the National Anthem

Hyacinth’s proudest day - she recalls her memories on this page

The briefing gets underway in Church House

Recipients set out on the short walk from across Deans Yard  to the Abbey

J o h N  C o P e s t a k e 
M a d r E M a n ya  ( c o S t a 
B r a v a ,  S p a i n )

When I received the first letter from 
Buckingham Palace, my initial reaction 
(along, I suppose, with my fellow 169 
nominees) was “why me?” By the time 
we received the third letter, we had 
become quite blasé about the postmark!

As we sat in our line, on the North 
Side of the nave, looking at our fellow 
recipients on the Southern side and 
glancing at the impeccably produced 
order of service, my eye was caught by 
the scripture, later to be read, faultlessly, 
by H.R.H. Prince Philip, and wondered 
who were the sheep and who the goats? 
In the Abbey it perhaps depends if you 
are looking east to the altar or west to 
the outside world but does heaven allow 
for that degree of relativity?

 How thankful I was to recognise 
friends in our own Diocesan procession, 
especially on the return trip down the 
aisle when Bishop David was smiling 
like a cat with two tails!

Momentarily I speculated if I could be 
undergoing an “out of body experience” 
- like an actor on the stage of this 
spectacular solemn pageant, I had the 
distinct impression of being a spectator 
and concentrated my vision on the boots 
of the Yeoman of the Guard directly 
opposite as he tried to ease the cramp 
in his leg without appearing to move a 
visible muscle.

We left the Abbey, as instructed, 
at least 15 minutes after the Royal 
Party had left then discovered that 
we had caught up again. The Queen 
was about to leave Dean’s Yard in the 
magenta Bentley where we joined the 
waiting group of school children singing 
Happy Birthday - a more relaxed and 
spontaneous celebration.

Overheard later in Church House 
from a lady recipient; “Oh dear! 
I was so terribly nervous when 
I received the purses that I 
completely forgot all the things 
that I was going to tell Her 
Majesty!” I echo that and so can 
only say “Thank you and Happy 
Birthday!”
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Although I still can’t explain why I 
was chosen I am grateful for having 
had this experience, sharing in an 
ancient tradition, now for ever in my 
memory bank.

The weather played a great part 
in setting the stage for this special day with warmth 
and sunshine. There were many familiar faces to 
meet, from my time in Sweden as well as fellow 
recipients Rev. Dennis Moss, that exemplary lady 
Rosemary Curran, and Lady Majorie Holmes who all 
placed me among friends and the Community which 
is the Church.

The fanfare announcing the arrival of Her Majesty 
and Prince Philip, the pageantry of the processions, 
the magnificent peal of the organ, the singing of the 
combined choirs of the Abbey and the Chapel Royal, 
heightened the feeling of joy. It was indeed an honour 
to receive the Royal Maundy purses from Her Majesty, 
and I could sing with heart and voice, “God Save The 
Queen!”

h y a C i N t h  o s t e R l i N

Trumpeters stand ready to lead the National Anthem

Hyacinth’s proudest day - she recalls her memories on this page

I have always thought of Westminster Abbey as the 
heart of the nation and the symbol of its soul. Its 
ancient and soaring gothic columns give glory to God 
and transport me into a heavenly world. But when it 
is filled with familiar faces from my own diocese it 
becomes the congregation where I worship. And when 
our bishops and archdeacons enter in procession, then 
the Abbey turns into the cathedral of our diocese, our 
spiritual home. Only the bishop’s crozier seems to be 
missing. But the Queen is joining us for worship. She 
enters and leaves to sovereign fanfares by trumpeters 
from the Household Cavalry and the Welsh Guards. She 
has an escort of the Yeoman of the Guard. It is they 

who carry, on enormous plates of 
silver-gilt, the Maundy Money for 
her to distribute. ‘This is for you’, 
she says to me. ‘Thank you ma’am’, 
I reply.

It is the recipient’s day. We are 
treated like royalty to meet royalty. 
We are given the best seats in 
‘the house’. Did we recipients feel 
honoured? You bet we did. Thank 
you all.

G e o f f R e y  P h i l l i P s 
tu r k u

That special memorable moment
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Recalling the lighter moments of the day,  

Archdeacon Jonathan Boardman enjoys telling his tale 

at the formal lunch after the Maundy service

Memory of a lifetime - after the careful rehearsals  
Brian Levi gets to meet the Queen

The four Children of the Royal Almonry with their own guard  

of honour as they carry their precious posies

I was up early on the great day to get 
to Church House on time where, to my 
surprise, a large queue had already formed, 
with everyone waiting for a security check. 
After this a Wandsman accompanied us to 
the large reception room for a short briefing 
of what the procedure would be. When the 
time arrived we were escorted to the Abbey 
to our allocated seat where our companions 
and guests were already seated.

In Westminster Abbey the organ music 
was magical and set the whole atmosphere with 
great excitement. After various processions the 
heralds played a magnificent trumpet fanfare 
to greet the Queen who was presented with the 
traditional nosegays before processing to their 
places in the Quire. The first hymn – ‘Praise to 
the Holiest in the height’ – set the tone for a very 
inspiring and uplifting service. Throughout the 
service I felt very humble.

It culminated in the distributing of the Maundy 
Purses when the Queen gave me a charming smile 
as she handed me my purses – a truly special 
moment indeed. 

J e a N  f o u N t a i N - W i l s o N  
p u E r t o  d E  l a  c r u Z ,  tE n E r i F E



1 1 E N V I R O N M E N T  –  T H E  A R T  O F  L I V I N G  L I G H T L Y

European Anglican Advert

Telephone: 

0044 161 485 1717

Email: 

sales@rosehill.co.uk

Rosehill  Furniture  Group  have  been  supplying 

quality  ecclesiastical  furniture  since  1982.   We 

have  a  wealth  of  experience  and  our  aim  is  to 

provide greater choice, quality and service at the 

best possible value.  

Download our brochure at:

www.rosehill.co.uk

Smithton-Culloden Church

St Giles’ Church

Simon Norcross commends the photovoltaic panels on his 
roof which, he says, should pay back the installation cost in 
10 years. He has also done research on heat pumps, which 
are worth considering for carbon footprint reasons and as 
the oil price continues to rise. These work on the same 
principle as domestic refrigerators and can be installed 
underground or in the air outside. In a well-insulated 
house a 10 kW plant can cut out other heating costs for 
about 10 months of the year.

The group’s studies also found that 80% of the average 
person’s water consumption every day is used for flushing 
loos? Consumption could be reduced by storing rainwater 
and although it is easier to install the necessary tanks and 
pipework in a new build than an existing house, but tanks 
can be placed underground in the garden.

Even food involves issues such as transport, packaging, 

d o n ’t  B o t t l E  i t 
d r i n k  ta p  W at E r  
i F  y o u  c a n
Although bottled water has become something of a 
designer accessory in the Western world some people 
are suggesting that we ought to reconsider how 
essential it really is. Here are a few facts to help:-
●  Bottled costs 2,000 times more than tap water
●  1 billion people around the world do not have 

access to clean water
●  The bottled water industry is big business – but 

plastic water bottles involve oil and energy in 
manufacturing and transport

●  Disposal of empty bottles is also a problem – they 
are often shipped many hundreds or thousands of 
miles and may still end up in landfill

●  Think before you buy a bottle of water
●  Demand investment for clean tap water for all
●  Bring back public drinking fountains

storage, waste and cooking which might mean that 
tomatoes grown in heated greenhouses locally may have 
a higher footprint than those imported from warmer 
climates. We can reduce carbon emissions by favouring 
small-scale local production, organic produce, efficient use 
of the climate, minimal packaging and waste and fuel-
efficient cooking. 

Although the group made no formal resolutions, some 
conclusions can be drawn. There are some things we can 
all do quite easily to reduce our carbon footprint: 
●  travelling more by train and foot or bicycle and less by air 

and car; 
●  improving home insulation and turning down the 

thermostat;
●  thinking carefully about the way our food has been 

produced; 
●  buying less in general – repairing rather than replacing 

especially when  building or renovating a house.
 

Living lightly need not affect our wellbeing and 
happiness, and may even improve our health. God has 
provided all the resources we need; it is up to us what we 
do with them. 

l i v i n g  i n  g l a S S 
h o u S E S  S av E S  
E n E r g y  a n d  M o n E y
Research shared by the Environment Group in 
Luxembourg’s Anglican Church
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l a S  pa l M a S 
g i F t  h E l p S  t h E 
h o M E l E S S
Although the funding of churches 
in the Diocese in Europe means that 
each congregation has to raise its 
own funds for ministry and worship 
many also find time to raise funds 
for other local or global projects. 
Rev Peter Ford from Las Palmas de 
Gran Canaria recently presented a 
cheque for 400€ to CAIPSHO which 
is a homeless men’s project in San 
Fernando, Playa del Ingles. He says; 
“The project operates as a day centre 
and we normally provide toiletries on 
a regular basis, but following a recent 
concert in Holy Trinity we were able 
to present the cheque.”

p r i n c E  c h a r l E S 
M E E t S  c h u r c h 
M E M B E r S  i n  S pa i n
The Prince of Wales met members 
of congregations from the Anglican 
Church around the Costas of Spain 
and the islands of Tenerife, Mallorca 
and Menorca at a royal reception at 
the UK Ambassador’s Residence in 
Madrid.

The event was hosted by Prince 
Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall 
who were on a tour of Portugal 
and Spain to strengthen links with 
Britain. Church members were 
included to thank them for their 
role in helping members of the 
British Community living in Spain. 
More than 300 people attended 
representing many of the charities 
and caring organisations in Spain. 

just a few weeks old. The family had 
a Church background and began 
to come regularly and when Kira 
was baptized, in October, Bethany 
asked about confirmation. Canon 
Alan Maude quickly discovered 
that she had a good knowledge of 
Christianity gained from attending 
a Spanish School, and a faith learned 
from her parents. She is willing 
to be involved in our services by 
reading and singing and hopefully 
will remain a member for many 
years. Bethany’s grandmother is a 
midwife in Gibraltar and is proud to 
have delivered all four of her grand 
children! She and her husband, Chris, 
are also involved in Church life.

Naomi McClafferty, who is 12, 
has a brother, Paddy(6) and a sister, 
Sophia (4). They have come recently 
to Spain from Dublin with their 
Mum, Gillian & father, Patrick. They 
are Roman Catholic by background 
but have settled well into the Church 
on the Costa. Naomi had been well 
prepared for her Confirmation since 

she first inquired about it last 
Autumn.

Fa i t h  S t o r i E S 
o n  t h E  c o S ta 
d E l  S o l
When Bishop Geoffrey visited 
Sotogrande on the Costa Del Sol he 
confirmed 3 people (pictured with 
their Confirmation candles to remind 
them of their light of Christian 
witness). We often publish pictures 
like these but thought it would be 
good to tell the three faith stories 
behind it. As Canon Alan Maude 
observes they illustrate the diversity 
of our congregations and the rapid 
growth they often experience.

Linda Gray is a young mother with 
two children. She and her partner 
Malvin, who is already confirmed, 
joined the church about a year ago. 
She was baptised with her four year 
old daughter Lilly last Spring and her 
faith and commitment grew from 
there. Bobby-Lee was born in the 
Autumn and has just been baptized. 
The whole family are growing 
in faith and have become regular 
Church members. 

Bethany Fraser is 11 years old. 
Her mother and father, Joanne & 
Jim and three other children went 
to Church for the first time last 
August. They wanted to ask about 
baptism for the new baby, Kira, 
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Members of St George’s Anglican 
Church in Taormina (Italy) have 
dedicated a memorial plaque for 
servicemen of the 3rd County of 
London Yeomanry (known as 
the Sharpshooters) who were 
killed during the World War 
Two in 1943.

Tony James, whose father 
served with the regiment during 
the Sicilian Campaign, donated the 
tablet which is made of thick Portland 
stone. It weighs over 12kilos and was 
quarried especially. The Reverend 
Paul Rayner, the locum chaplain in 
Taormina, transported the tablet from 
England to Sicily as well as leading and 
preaching at the memorial service. 

A group of 16, all associated with 
the 3rd County of London Yeomanry, 
travelled from England and France to 

Dani Carew from Monaco is getting 
enthusiastic reviews of her newly 
published novel, Redefining Amber. 
She says it was inspired by her 
positive Christian faith which has 
given her the strength and purpose to 
encourage women whose marriages 
have broken down and who face an 
uncertain future. The story gives 
a glimpse of how that uncertainty 
includes financial hardship as well as 
emotional turmoil. The author says 
she has a number of friends who have 
found themselves in this situation 
and wanted to encourage them to 
take a positive look at coping with 
it. She says “We all face adversity at 
some time in our lives. It’s how you 
deal with it that matters.”

Dani, who is an active member 
of St Paul’s church in Monaco and 
a member of the Diocesan Synod, 
has spoken about her book to several 
Christian book clubs and has always 
linked her faith and her writing. And 
although the book is written from 
a woman’s standpoint she quotes 
two male Old Testament characters 
– Joseph and Job - as examples of 
people who redefined themselves.

She tells the book groups; “Amber 
had to redefine herself when the 
circumstances and conditions in her 
life changed. So I would say: give 
yourself to God. For me it means 
that He is the only one who can help 
us when facing adversity. Life on 
earth isn’t easy. Even when wealthy 
or healthy, people may be miserable. 
With no way to know what’ll 
happen from one minute to the next 
we need to learn from Ecclesiastes 
3: 1 ‘To everything there is a season, 
a time for every purpose under 
heaven’”  

“S h a r p S h o o t E r S”  M E M o r i a l 
d E d i c at E d  i n  S i c i ly

tE l l i n g  ta l E S 
i n  M o n a c o

l E t  t h E  o r g a n 
t h u n d E r
St. Catherine’s Anglican Church in Stuttgart has, for the past year, been 
working with our Old Catholic host congregation on a pipe organ project to 
bring an antique [1903] organ from England to install in “the English Church” 
as a replacement for the original organ destroyed in the last war. 

Fund-raising is almost complete as is the building construction ready to set 
this organ on a proper and attractive organ loft under the rose window. The 
organ [made by Gill, Cardiff Organ Works] is in the final stages of renovation 
at the workshop of master organ builder Michael Mauch and the first pipes 
were expected to be delivered in early May. The dedication of the instrument 
is scheduled Pentecost Sunday in June when our own Bishop David Hamid and 
the Rt. Rev Joachim Vobbe, retired Bishop of the Old Catholic Church’s Diocese 
of Germany, will officiate. 

Following the ceremony, Andrew Dewar is to present the inaugural  
concert on the new organ. Andy, originally from England, is a member of  
St. Catherine’s, a former student of the Stuttgart Musikhochschule, winner of 
numerous international competitions, and currently based in Paris, France.

f R .  k e N  d i m m i C k 

attend. The names of the 19 fallen 
were read by: Richard Brown - 

Honorary British Consul in Sicily 
and Major Mark Hodson – 

Second-in-command of the 
Regiment and currently one 
of the most senior serving 
Sharpshooter officers. A 

poppy wreath was placed under 
the tablet which is the only one 

expressly dedicated to the memory 
of the fallen of the Sharpshooters 
Regiment anywhere in the world.
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The Venerable Meurig Llwyd Williams, who has been Archdeacon of Bangor, 
has been appointed by the Bishop as his new Commissary and Chaplain.

Rt Rev Dr Geoffrey Rowell says “The search for a successor to Fr Kevin 
O’Brien has not been easy, particularly as I believed it right to look for a 
priest of some seniority who would be able to take a particular role as Bishop’s 
Commissary in the Diocese when necessary.” 

Meurig has a degree in Modern Languages (French and Welsh) from the 
University of Aberystwyth and a BD from the University of Wales. He trained 
at Westcott House, where he spent a term at the Kirchliche Hochschule in 
Berlin. Before ordination he taught Modern Languages for three years at a 
Comprehensive School near Cardiff, and after ordination served in parishes in 
the church in Wales until becoming Archdeacon of Bangor in 2005. During 
the terminal illness and death of the previous Bishop of Bangor, he served as 
Archbishop’s Commissary in the Diocese, for which he was also responsible 
during the interregnum. 

Until January of this year he was Team Rector of Bangor, which gives him 
a good understanding of combining the roles of Archdeacon and parochial 
responsibility. Meurig writes about himself: ‘I would describe myself as a Welsh 
European internationalist. The opportunity to travel and a love of languages has 
given me a deep sense of belonging to Europe. I am excited by the prospect of 
engaging with people living and working in diverse parts of Europe.’

A vast majority of members of an 
Anglican church in Normandy, 
Northern France, have voted to 
support a plan to move their place 
of worship and to develop facilities 
in their new location.

The English speaking 
congregation of Coutances has 
been meeting in a school chapel, 
which was otherwise unused on 
Sundays, but has now been offered 
the exclusive use of an ancient 
church at L’Hommëel-Gratot – 
not far from the city of Coutances 
- where worship and prayer can be 
held at any time. 

After a consultation on the 
plans 95% of the congregation 
opted for the move. Their Priest-
in-Charge, Rev Peter Hales, 
says “It was so wonderful that 
the vast majority of members of 
the congregation felt so positive 
about our move to the church at 
L’Homméel. More than ever it 
seems that Our Lord is moving in 
our churches destiny, moulding us 
all into his community.”

Having committed to the move 
an even greater majority voted to 
go ahead with the purchase of the 
Salle de Fêtes with its full kitchen 
facility, the former Priest’s House 
which can be used for meeting 
rooms and an office as well as 
a large meadow for Summer 
events so the church mission and 
ministry can expand in the future.

Now church members have the 
task of working and praying to be 
able to afford to buy the buildings 
and the land but church leaders 
are rejoicing at the support for this 
optimistic venture.

The Reverend Robin Gill who 
recently retired as Professor of Applied 
Theology at the University of Kent is 
planning to go back to his family roots 
in Gibraltar where he will be assisting 
in the pastoral work of the Cathedral.

He was ordained in Coventry in 
1968 and served as a Curate in Rugby 
before moving to Papua New Guinea. 
Robin then moved into academic life at 
the University of Edinburgh although 
he never lost touch with pastoral duties. 

MeurigLwyd checking out a Swiss corner of the Diocese in Europe

c o n g r E g at i o n 
o n  t h E  M o v E 
i n  n o r M a n d y

M E u r i g  M o v E S  F r o M  Ba n g o r 
t o  B i S h o p ’S  l o d g E

During his years in Kent he 
served as Priest-in-Charge 
of several small parishes. He 
has published extensively 
in sociological theology, 
the sociological study of 

churches, Christian and religious 
ethics, and health care ethics. 

Robin has been married for 44 years 
to Jenny who is a GP. They have two 
children and four grandchildren aged 
between 3 and 10. Spending more 
time in Gibraltar will be a return to 
the family’s roots as his father was a 
Gibraltarian (as Robin himself is proud 
to be too). The family history can be 
traced back directly to the Great Siege 
in 1782.

d o n  r E t r a c E S 
h i S  r o o t S  t o 
t h E  r o c k
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Greetings to
Rev Keith Bretel has become Priest-in-
Charge of St John the Evangelist,  
St Raphäel, France in March
Rev Dr D Paul Dalzell, from the Anglican 
Parish of Alexandra, Australia is to be 
Priest-in-Charge of St John the Evangelist, 
Montreux, Switzerland from July
Rev Dr Frank Hegedus, Interim Minister 
in The Episcopal Church at Almaden, San 
Jose, California, has moved to be Priest-in-
Charge of St Margaret of Scotland church 
in Budapest, Hungary. 

Farewell to
Rev Lawrence MacLean, Chaplain of 
St Mark, Florence with Siena, Italy will be 
moving to the Diocese of Exeter in Devon 
at the end of August
Rev Maree Wilson, Assistant Chaplain of 
the Holy Trinity, Geneva, Switzerland has 
moved to the Diocese of Hereford
Rev Sam Van Leer Jr, Chaplain of the East 
Netherlands Group of Chaplaincies is to 
resign from the end of July.

As there are no Church of England 
churches anywhere near, Rev Alan 
Stockbridge became involved with his 
village Evangelisch Church in Bavaria. 
People are constantly asking him 
about the Church of England, so he 
wrote a small book: “Die Kirche von 
England - The History of a Mystery.” to 
answer their questions. 

Alan, who speaks and writes 
German, is very often asked to conduct 
worship in local Lutheran churches 
- more recently helped by his wife 
who is now a Lutheran lay reader. He 
has also, on several occasions been 

The Rt Rev 
Dr Thomas 
Brown, Bishop 
of Wellington in 
New Zealand was 
at St Michael’s 
Church in Paris 
at the end of 
May to ordain 
Paul McIntosh as 
a deacon. The ordination will take 
place according to the rites of the 
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New 
Zealand and Polynesia.

Mr McIntosh, was called to 
ministry when he was in New 
Zealand. He has been studying in 

invited to assist in services in the 
Roman Catholic parish church where 
he has once preached and once stood 
in for the parish priest in conducting 
a funeral which confirms that 
ecumenical relations in the small town 
where he lives are excellent.

   In his book, which is written 
primarily for ordinary lay Christians in 
Germany, Alan tries, in a brief survey 
of the complex history of the Church 
of England since the first Christians 
landed in England under the Roman 
occupation. He then sheds some light 

d i o c E S E  h o S t S 
a n  o r d i n at i o n 
W i t h  a 
d i F F E r E n c E

k i r c h E  v o n 
E n g l a n d  -  
a  h i S t o r y  o F 
a  M y S t E r y

c l E r g y  o n  t h E  M o v EEngland while he and his wife have 
been living in France where she 
is a New Zealand diplomat. Paul 
has been involved in some pastoral 
work at St Michael’s Paris, with the 
permission of his bishop. After his 
ordination he will be attached for a 
short while to St Mark’s, Versailles, 
before returning to the Diocese of 
Wellington where he will serve his 
formal title.

Bishop David Hamid, Suffragan 
Bishop in Europe, says “It is a joy to 
be able to offer the use of one of our 
Paris Churches for a New Zealand 
ordination. At Bishop Brown’s 
invitation I will be present and assist 
him in the service. It is a warm sign 
of our bonds of communion in the 
Anglican family around the world. 
The official name of the Province 
reflects the partnership of three 
cultural strands which make up the 
Church: Maori, Polynesian and 
European.” 

on its stuctures and ethos before 
focusing on its consequent problems 
and current dilemmas. Since its 
publication, at the end of December 
last year the book has been met with 
an encouraging response from ordinary 
church people and the local press, 
and a generally positive critique from 
historical and ecclesiastical circles. 
One result is that he has been asked 
to give talks on the Church of England 
to both Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
gatherings. Alan says he is delighted at 
the interest shown in his local initiative.

A retired army chaplain, who 
has lived in Germany for the 
past 8 years, has been amazed 
at the success of a book he wrote 
explaining and introducing the 
Church of England

Paul McIntosh
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a n  E M u ’S  E y E 
v i E W  o F  t h E 
B i S h o p

Memories of the late Rod Hull and 
his Emu’s encounter with Michael 
Parkinson must have been on the 
Bishop’s mind when he came face to 
face with a real live bird on a recent 
visit to the island of Gozo near Malta.

Bishop Geoffrey was obviously 
eager to share the Gospel – or deep 
diocesan policy – with the emu as 

Have you discovered our latest 
improved news service? The 
diocesan website now has news 
stories and pictures added and 
updated every few days giving us 
the potential to inform, educate 
and entertain with some of 
the many stories from around 
Europe. This means that often 
news can be published on the 
web within an hour of being sent 
by you. Please remember to get 
your news and pictures to paul.
needle@churchofengland.org and 
make sure that your church news 
and happenings reaches a wider 
audience.

The improved website news 
section will offer a chance 
for more regular updates and 
information online during the 
Diocesan Synod in Cologne from 
30th May to 3rd June. Get into 
the habit of checking what is 
happening by logging on every day.

The Mothers’ Union in the diocese 
also has a new website -  
www.mueurope.org Diocesan MU 
President Barbara Woods says 
“On Mary Sumner’s birthday - 
9th August 2011, we are having 
a Worldwide Day of Prayer for 
the Mothers’ Union. We’d like 
members across the globe to 
reflect on, and pray for, the future 
advancement of Mothers’ Union. 
Inspired by St Paul’s Letter to 
the Romans we’re calling the day 
FAITHFUL IN PRAYER.  
More information on this, with 
material to download, can be 
found on the site.”

Rev John Moore from St Michael’s 
in Paris was invited to provide live 
commentary to the Royal Wedding 
service as it was tranmitted on 
TF1, the leading French television 
channel. He spoke about the wedding 
service itself and gave simultaneous 
translation of portions of the liturgy. 
John, who is originally from the 
United States, has lived in Paris for 
nearly 30 years and had previously 
worked in business, primarily in the 
areas of communications and finance. 

In Prague in the Czech Republic 
Rev Ricky Yates, the Vicar of the 
Anglican church of St Clements, 
was interviewed on ct24 on the 
Czech TV network explaining some 
background about the Anglican 
Church & the Anglican Marriage 
Service. Ricky recalls “I had been 
told in advance that I would be 
asked about the Anglican Church 

Wi d E n i n g 
t h E  WE B

c l E r g y  a i r  t h E i r  k n o W l E d g E 
at  t h E  ro ya l  WE d d i n g

and the Marriage Service but I had 
no forewarning as to what the exact 
questions would be. Unfortunately 
during the first part of my interview, 
the English translation into my ear 
piece was intermittent due to a loose 
connection somewhere. Thankfully 
with my limited understanding 
of Czech and both presenters 
occasionally re-phrasing their 
questions in English, I could answer 
reasonably successfully.” 

The Diocesan Director of 
Training, Canon Ulla Monberg, 
was welcomed by Danish National 
Television in Copenhagen where she 
was able to call on her knowledge of 
church life and provide an informed, 
live commentary in Danish.

witnessed in their first encounter. 
However it seems that the emu had 
some strident views of its own in 
reply. We are not told if the bishop 
was “emused” by the antipodean 
fledgling’s response.

As television viewers around the world tuned in to watch the 
wedding of HRH Prince William to Catherine Middleton in 
Westminster Abbey in April three clergy from the Diocese were 
adding their background knowledge of Anglican traditions when 
they shared in broadcast commentaries. 

Ricky Yates explaining the 
intricate details of Anglicanism 
during the Royal Wedding


