
T H E

Eu r o p E a n
an g l i c a n

N o . 6 4

W I N T E R  2 0 1 4 

g r o u n d E d  i n  g o d

d i o c E s a n  
F u t u r E  V i s i o n

r E a d E r  s k i l l s 
t r a i n i n g

t h E  a r t  o F 
p r E a c h i n g

n E w  l E g a l  s t a t u s

i n  i t a l y  a n d 
g r E E c E

s a F E g u a r d i n g 
s t r E n g t h E n E d 
o n l i n E  t r a i n i n g 
a n d  M o r E

E n V i r o n M E n t  i n 
t h E  h E a d l i n E s

s p r E a d i n g  t h E 
g r E E n  M E s s a g E

e u r o p e . a n g l i c a n . o r g



T H E

E u r o p E a n
a n g l i c a n

The Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe 
The Rt Rev Robert Innes 
Bishop in Europe’s Office 
47, rue Capitaine Crespel - boite 49, 
1050 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel: +32 (0)2 213 7480 
Email:  
bishop.europe@churchofengland.org

The Suffragan Bishop in Europe
The Rt Rev David Hamid
Postal address: Diocesan Office 
Tel: +44 (0) 207 898 1160 
Email:  
david.hamid@churchofengland.org

The Diocesan Office
14 Tufton Street, London,  
SW1P 3QZ 
Tel: +44 (0) 207 898 1155 
Fax: +44 (0) 207 898 1166 
Email:  
bron.panter@churchofengland.org

Diocesan Secretary
Mr Adrian Mumford

Appointments Secretary
Miss Catherine Jackson

Finance Secretary
Mr Nick Wraight 

Diocesan Website
www.europe.anglican.org

Editor and Diocesan  
Communications Officer  
The Rev Paul Needle 
Postal address: Diocesan Office
Email:  
paul.needle@churchofengland.org 
Tel: +44 (0)7712 463806

Friends of the Diocese
Secretary: Rev Canon Arthur Siddall  
Email:  
friends.europe@churchofengland.org

Design  
Adept Design, Norwich

Printer  
Colchester Print Group, Attleborough

Distribution  
CoDEStorm plc

Front cover picture:

The Christmas story is centred on a 
mother and child. New birth and new life 
are at the heart of the seasonal message. 
This family is pictured at a service in 
Ostend, Belgium. Another picture from 
the same event is on page 9.

2 N E W  B I S H O P  A N D  D I O C E S E  
O N  T H E  M O V E

th E  F i r s t  F i F t y  h E c t i c  day s

Bishop Robert officially assumed his diocesan duties at the beginning of 
September, having been consecrated as a bishop at Canterbury in July. These 
glimpses reflect his first fifty days in office from his Installation in Gibraltar 
Cathedral on 4th September. They include visits to Synods (Italy and 
Malta, as well as the Nordic and Baltic), a confirmation in Ostend, another 
Cathedral welcome event in Malta and Bishop’s Council in London.

A tree lined courtyard at the Governor’s 
house was the venue for an official reception

Canon Ulla Monberg led intercessions in 
the service



3G I B R A L T A R ,  M A L T A ,  
L O N D O N  &  B R U S S E L S

th E  F i r s t  F i F t y  h E c t i c  day s

The diocesan staff travelled to Brussels to visit the new 
Bishop’s office

Sharing and thinking as the Diocese looks aheadFacilitated conversations involved work in small discussion 
groups

Bishop Robert is flanked by his diocesan legal officers at the 
Malta Cathedral event

The diocesan staff in Brussels sharing the vision of Diocesan 
priorities

The Bishop’s Council



4 F O C U S S I N G  O N 
P R I O R I T I E S

sa i n t  tE r E s a  h E l p s  u s 
lo o k  a h E a d

Teresa of Avila along with St John of the Cross, is 
renowned as one of the greatest of the medieval Spanish 
mystics. She had a particular gift for contemplative 
prayer and she taught others how to pray. Her spirituality 
wasn’t remote and esoteric but down to earth, personal, 
experiential and active. Like her near contemporary, 
Ignatius of Loyola, Teresa’s prayerfulness made her 
powerfully practical. She travelled the length and breadth of 
Spain – struggling with bad roads, the heat and the insects 
– founding new convents. She combined ‘the practical 
efficiency of a Martha with the rapt devotion of a Mary’. In 
a country that was relatively untouched by the Protestant 
Reformation, Teresa initiated a reformation of her own 
Carmelite order, bringing it back to clearer spiritual 
principles and a stricter rule of life. She helped to create a 
new spirituality for her era.

It is the task of the church and its ministry to proclaim 
the gospel afresh to every generation. Teresa lived in an 
age of Spanish empire, the time of the Conquistadors 
spreading a confident Catholic Christendom. The film ‘The 
Mission’ portrays well what that could entail. In a wealthy 
and expansionist society, Teresa embodied a spirituality of 
a new intensity characterised by humility, self-denial and 
contemplation.

The Europe of today is very different from Teresa’s 
Spain. Christendom is more or less in the past. We live 
in what Charles Taylor calls: “A secular age”. The age of 
empires has been replaced by a union of more or less liberal 
and democratic nation states. Politically, in the face of 
globalisation, we see growing local loyalties and pressure 
towards fragmentation – with, for example, Scotland in 
the UK and Catalonia in Spain. Religion, generally, is 
less understood than it was, and is increasingly suspect as a 
possible source of community division and even violence. 
Poverty is still with us, with large parts of Europe suffering 
badly from the effects of austerity. In our diocese we have 
a particular ministry to those who are away from home – 

whether by choice, through work or retirement, or through 
forced migration because or warfare or environmental 
degradation or economic failure. So what might constitute 
an adequate spirituality for our Diocese in 2014? 

Firstly, we are to be rooted in God. Teresa loved 
images taken from nature, like the tree. Above ground the 
parts of a tree we see are the trunk, the branches, leaves 
and fruit. But these are nurtured below by the water and 
nutrients taken in by the roots. If the roots wither then, 
eventually, so will the tree. Each of our chaplaincies and 
our diocese as a whole has to be rooted in God, in prayer 
and in the worship of God. Without that we will simply be 
well-meaning charities or NGOs. And there are probably 
other NGOs which do the job better. Or even worse we’ll 
descend to the level of being ex-patriate social clubs. 

I long that in each place our chaplaincies are centred 
upon God – healthy communities, growing and changing. 
Attractive, nourishing, good quality worship is vital. 
Whether it is a high mass or a charismatic praise night 
public worship needs to be done well. Our churches are 
very important to those who attend them. They provide a 
sense of home and become a part of the life-support system 
for those living away from family and friends. I hope 
they will also be places where people grow in faith and in 
spiritual maturity.

The Church of England recently produced an excellent 
report called ‘anecdote to evidence’ setting out statistical 
evidence on what makes for a growing church. Top of 
the list was good leadership. I’ve had the privilege in my 
first month of visiting several of our synods. And I have 
been humbled and impressed by the quality of clergy I 
have met. Our pastors need to be better than the average 
– they are usually working in cultures that are foreign to 
them, building up often very diverse congregations whilst 
sometimes feeling disorientated themselves – and all the 
while acting as reliable and faithful signposts of God. It is 
demanding work. 

The annual Eucharist 
for the Friends of the 
Diocese in Europe, 
on the Feast Day of 
St Teresa of Avila, 
offered Bishop Robert 
an opportunity to 
spell out his vision 
for the future in  
his sermon

Members of The Friends at the Thanksgiving Eucharist



5F R I E N D S ’  S E R V I C E  
S E R M O N

Secondly, our churches are to be characterised by 
a spirituality of welcome and invitation. This is 
challenging. The make-up of the practising Christian 
component of Europe is changing. I have frequently heard 
the complaint: “well there are lots of British in our town, 
but they don’t come to church.” Yet on the other hand, 
we know that 50% of those migrating from Africa are 
Christian and they do want to come to church. At my 
first confirmation service in Belgium about 75% of the 
congregation was African. We are becoming a diverse, 
international church, welcoming people from all over the 
world. 

Pope Frances has said on many occasions that an 
authentic Christian spirituality for today has to have 
a concern for the poor. Our diocese has some shining 
examples of this: the soup kitchens set up in Riga or the 
feeding programmes in Athens. As a pan-European diocese 
we have particular opportunity to demonstrate solidarity 
between richer and poorer parts of our continent. My 
Advent Appeal for 2014 concerns a project to assist the 
Roman Catholic community of St Egidio with its work 
amongst migrants arriving on the shores of Sicily on the 
southern edge of our diocese. In Brussels, the church has 
worked over many years to help a displaced Rwandan 
community find its feet in a foreign land. Welcoming all 
who come, including those with many needs, and doing 
this with fresh waves of newcomers year after year can be 
hard work for laity and for clergy alike. 

We do welcome people but could move beyond this to 
a spirituality or culture of invitation. This is perhaps even 
harder. How do we overcome the social barriers that now 
exist between de-churched and unchurched people and 
Sunday worship? What would it take for the people in our 
pews to be so confident in, so delighted by our churches 
that they would actually invite their friends to come 
with them? Churchgoing rates amongst English-speakers 
abroad are very low, just as they are in England. Are we 
confident enough in the gospel and the community that 
embodies it that we would invite people to come and see 
for themselves? 

Thirdly, I would hope that our diocese might be one 
which contributes to European Christian endeavour. We 
are a minority church in the countries we operate in. Our 
chaplaincies are very grateful for the hospitality offered to 
us by our majority hosts, be they Catholic, Lutheran or 
whatever. We depend greatly on everything from positive 
social affirmation to permission to use church buildings. 
But having been on the continent in many places for 400 
years now, we should feel confident to make a positive 
contribution.

We have a role to play in the re-evangelisation of 
Europe. Anglicanism has characteristics which give us 
a particularly attractive quality. We embody humanity, 
breadth, tolerance and respect for individual conscience. 
Our musical traditions, when done well, are a particular 
attraction. And the Alpha Course is used widely. I was 
delighted to discover recently that a Roman Catholic 
diocese in Belgium has invited an England-based Fresh 
Expressions team to come and share its insights with 
them. We have a part to play in re-evangelising Europe. I 
would love our historic mission agencies to turn their gaze 
from the supposedly ‘dark continent’ of Africa (where the 
churches are in reality full) to the truly faithless continent 
of Europe where the churches are often empty. 

 We also have a role in reconciliation. We are all aware 
that public and political scepticism concerning Europe 
is high. In such a climate, I believe it is all the more 
important that we as Christians demonstrate solidarity 
with our brother and sister Christians in other European 
countries. Just 100 years ago boys and young men from 
the European nations were sent to kill each other in large 
numbers on the Fields of Flanders. In our day when the 
forces of austerity and localism are encouraging some to 
turn inwards, it is especially important that we Christians 
turn outwards to one another. The project of reconciliation 
is not ended. 

Then, our Anglican contribution is in the redemption 
and liberation of the oppressed – with the Global Freedom 
Initiative. As the largest two Christian communions in 
the world, Anglicans and Roman Catholics have pledged 
to combat the evil of modern day slavery and human 
trafficking. A trafficked individual might be sold into 
bonded labour or prostitution in Nigeria and trafficked 
through Italy to work in a construction site or brothel in 
Belgium. As a first stage in the project business leaders 
are going to be asked to audit their supply chains and to 
stop using intermediaries they discover supplying bonded 
labour. But local parishes could have a part to play too. 
Because if there is someone working in forced labour or 
prostitution then someone in the local community will 
know. We can work with other Christians to remove this 
evil from our continent. 

One of Teresa’s mottos was: “nothing is impossible if 
God wills it”. Teresa and her nuns lived by faith, which 
is to say they lived on day to day donations. They never 
really knew if there would be anything to live on at all. 
Our situations often feel precarious, but they are not 
as precarious as that! And God used Teresa to create a 
spiritual renewal movement of historic significance. In the 
very different circumstances of 2014, let each of us take 
inspiration from her example and her teaching. 

Bishops, Dean and Archdeacons at the Friends’ Service



6 S T A N D  U P ,  S P E A K  U P  –  A N D 
S P R E A D  T H E  G O S P E L

a s  t h E  a c t r E s s  s a i d  t o  t h E 
r E a d E r s . . .
In September twelve readers met in Woking to learn about ‘Preaching the Word 
in Anglicanism’

Jules Melvin, actress and producer, showed us all the ins and outs of posture, 
how to breathe, articulation (“lips, tongue, teeth”), gesticulation, facial 
expression and how to control the sounds that we produce. A very instructive 
session, especially if you realise that about 75% of your message comes across 
nonverbally.

Bishop David, in 3 sessions, taught us how to use the Bible in preaching 
including advice on biblical preaching 
• It is not the same as ‘Bible exposition’, explain the text word by word.
• It is not a ‘show off ’ of theology.
• It is supposed to be ‘scholarly’, but not a lecture.
•  It is not just about the Message, but it should lead the people to the Messenger, 

leading people to encounter the living Christ.
We concluded that a sermon is an event with active participants: the 

congregation, a preacher, Scripture and of course the Holy Spirit. It is ‘The Word 
of the Lord’ applied to the pastoral needs of a given time and place. Preaching and 
pastoral care are connected. It is definitely not a monologue but an engagement.

On the final day Elaine Labourel challenged participants to write a BBC radio 
style ‘Thought for the day’ on topical themes selected from that day’s newspaper. 
We all ‘preached’ our little sermons and were given feedback by Elaine, Ulla 
Monberg, our director of training and organiser of this workshop, and our fellow 
Readers. A wonderful practical exercise!
Jan Waterschoot, Reader from the Netherlands

Readers in the Diocese have been busy in recent weeks. A number travelled to Malta for Bishop Robert’s 
Installation service in September where they formed part of the procession through the narrow streets to the 
Cathedral. Elsewhere others took part in a course to improve their preaching skills. One reader was honoured 
by being licensed in Canterbury Cathedral and another clocked up 35 years of ministry in Lanzarote.

r E a d E r s  l E a r n i n g 
a n d  s E r V i n g

Keith Battarbee was licensed as a 
Reader during Matins in Canterbury 
Cathedral

In October, in the Lanzarote 
Chaplaincy, David Dowdell marked 
35 years’ service as a Reader

Readers on parade in Gibraltar in 
September
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ROSEHILL FURNITURE GROUP  
Europe’s leading church furniture supplier for over 30 years 

@Rosehill_Group 

We’re social too….  

Buy online today - www.rosehillfurniture.co.uk  

To request a quote or brochure, contact our 
sales team on 0161 485 1717 alternatively email 

sales@rosehill.co.uk 

 Worldwide Delivery 
Available 

There are seven Archdeaconries in the Diocese 
but eight different Synods. Because of the vast 
distances involved Germany and Northern Europe 
each have their own meeting. Pauleen Bang writes 
about the most northerly event held in September. 

The Nordic and Baltic Deanery Synod, which covers 7 
countries, met in Canterbury and were lucky enough to 
have our new Bishop in attendance (his first Synod as our 
Bishop), as well as others from the Diocesan Office. We 
were privileged to be able to worship in different parts of 
the cathedral, Morning Prayer in the Quire, Eucharist in the 
Crypt and Choral Evensong and Sung Eucharist in the main 
cathedral, all of which were very special. 

Since this was the beginning of a new triennium, there 
were lots of new faces and the programme included time 
to get to know each other. We enjoyed a talk by Adrian 
Mumford, the Diocesan Secretary, on “20 years in Tufton 
St” and a presentation by Canon Ulla Monberg and Revd 
William Gulliford on “Priests for Tomorrow”. The Lay 
Chapter also discussed Safeguarding, the Pilling Report and 
Trafficking. 

One of the highlights of our time in Canterbury was 
a Candlelit Prayer Walk in the cathedral, led by Rev 
Christopher Irvine, Canon Librarian and the Director of 
Education. We walked round different parts of the cathedral 
stopping for prayers and information about each place. This 
was a truly moving experience in more ways than one!

Other elements of the Synod were questions for our 
Bishop, Bible Study and the licensing of a new Reader 
(Keith Battarbee, a former Deanery Synod Rep from 
Finland).

northErn churchEs in thE 
stEps  oF st augustinE

Just before the closing session, we split up into groups to 
highlight the positive and “not so positive” elements of this 
Synod and topics to discuss at our next Synod with each 
group presenting their conclusions to the closing session. 
Synod ended with a wonderful Sung Eucharist in the 
Cathedral and lunch before everyone left for their various 
chaplaincies.

Next year our Deanery Synod will be held in Helsinki, 
Finland.



Eight  oF  thE  BEst
pic turE s  and  storiE s  FroM  EuropE. anglic an.org

gE t  thE  l atE s t  nE ws  F ir s t  on  our  wEBs itE  or  t wit tEr

8 C O M M U N I O N  O N  T H E  C O S T A S ,
H Y M N S  I N  H A M B U R G  A N D  F I N L A N D

nE w 
co M M u n i c a n t s 
o n  a  s pa n i s h 
co s ta

In September, St Andrew’s 
Chaplaincy (Costa del Sol, East) 
welcomed 9 children from the 
congregations in Alhaurin and 
Calahonda to receive their first 
Holy Communion. The youngsters 
had given up part of their Summer 
holiday for a preparation course and 
family and friends filled the church 
to support them on Holy Cross Day. 

hy M n s  ac r o s s 
t h E  wat E r 
When St Alban’s Copenhagen offered 
on Facebook some hymnbooks they 
no longer needed the White Nile 
congregation in Vaasa, Finland, led by 
Rev Amos Manga, said they would love 
them. John Mills from the church was 
travelling to Helsinki and handed them 
over to churchwarden Sarah Frechette 
at a service at the Mikael Agricola 
Church. From there, Rev Tuomas 
Mäkipää took them on to Vaasa.

nE t h E r l a n d s 
su M M E r  Bl a s t 
o F F

Trinity Church Eindhoven’s Holiday 
Bible Camp attracted 30 children 
for a “Space Academy” themed week 
when the church was decorated with 
asteroids and a huge home-made 
rocket hanging from the ceiling. 
Nervous astronauts were encouraged 
by Proverbs 3 to “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart”.

st i r r i n g  i n 
sw i t z E r l a n d

Preparations for St Ursula’s Christmas 
Bazaar in Berne began weeks before 
Stir Up Sunday. The recipe for 60 
Christmas cakes involved volunteers, 
106 eggs, 27 oranges, 27 lemons, 25 
kilos of dried fruit and 6 kilos of flour 
– plus the brandy. Everything was 
mixed and stirred by hand in a plastic 
bath before being blessed by Ven Peter 
Potter. Everyone had a stir and made 
the traditional wish then took the cakes 
home to bake. They will be brought back 
to church for other helpers to decorate.
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9R O C K E T S  I N  T H E  N E T H E R L A N D S 
A  H O L Y  M E S S  I N  A Q U I T A I N E

50  yE a r s  o F 
k E y s ,  st o p s  a n d 
p E da l s

To mark Jochim Trede’s 50th 
anniversary as Organist at St Thomas 
Becket church in Hamburg he was 
invited to perform a special concert 
and enjoyed a party in his honour 
after Sunday service.

d o r d o g n E  J E l ly  d E l i g h t s

Messy Church came to St Catherine’s, Limeuil in the French Chaplaincy of 
Aquitaine in August, led by trainee Deacon Charlotte Sullivan, 15 youngsters 
enjoyed ‘Conversations with Jelly Beans’ with a theme of “Living Water”. 
Craftwork included a huge cardboard well, decorated Water Aid bottles and messy 
activities with pens and clay, not to mention the fun the adult helpers had!!

p E t s  –  a  Bl E s s i n g 
t o  B E  Bl E s s E d

Domestic pets can be a source of great 
comfort and can bring all manner of 
blessings. The blessings were returned 
at St Paul’s, Monaco when a large 
congregation shared in the joy of the 
annual Blessing of the Animals to 
mark the Feast of St Francis of Assisi. 
Father Walter Raymond reports that 
“a good number of dogs, one cat and 
a pair of baby hamsters received their 
annual blessing offered himself with 
the help of children from the Sunday 
Club.” 

Ba c k  t o  Ba s i c s  i n  BE lg i u M

In October Bishop Robert presided at a service of baptism, confirmation and 
reaffirmation of baptism vows in Oostende. One baptism was for baby Sorochi 
Olive Nwaekwe, the daughter of Rev Augustine Nwaekwe, chaplain of Oostende 
and Brugge. The Acting Archdeacon (and Bishop’s Chaplain) Canon Meurig 
Williams arrived by car from Britain via Eurotunnel to assist the bishop.



B E L G I U M  -  “ P U N C H B A G ”  I N 
W A R  H O S T S  P E A C E  T A L K S

1 0

Belgium has been the unlucky venue 
of many European powers’ battles 
since the Middle Ages. All the really 
important battles of the French 
Revolutionary Wars were fought on 
or near Belgian soil, culminating 
in the greatest and bloodiest of all, 
Waterloo, in 1815. But the process of 
using Belgium as a punchbag reached 
its peak in World War 1, with 
383,845 soldiers from this conflict 
buried in military cemeteries in 
Belgium. They came from a variety 
of countries, including Belgium, 
France, Germany, Britain, Portugal, 
Russia, India and Canada. 

Belgium is at the heart of the 
European Union project to make 
impossible any recurrence of the 
European civil war, which in effect 
waged from the Franco-Prussian War 
of 1870-1871 to the extinction of 
the Warsaw Pact in 1991. Peace is a 
constant struggle and we must never 

be lulled into the easy sense 
of security that the EU’s 

geo-political success has 
encouraged.

p E a c E  i s  t h E  Fu t u r E 

and was given a standing ovation. 
The closing ceremony was graced 
by the presence of Queen Mathilde. 
Particularly admirable was the timing 
of panels, which were long (3 hours 
each) but which allowed for a 3-hour 
lunch, where (as always) lots of the 
really important dialogue took place.

The Bishop of London and 
Bishop Robert represented the 
Church of England and Diocese 
in Europe. Bishop Robert’s panel 
considered ‘believers, cities and 
peace’ following the biblical narrative 
which starts in a garden and ends in 
a city – a reminder that human life 
is increasingly moving from rural 
to city environments. Our destiny 
is the heavenly city, and cities can 
and should be places of opportunity, 
diversity and human flourishing. 

As part of our continuing coverage of World War 1 Remembrance events around the Diocese we 
report on a 3 day conference in Antwerp and on the opposite page record a number of memorial 
events recalling 1914 and the outbreak of World War One.

So it was appropriate for 
Belgium to host the Peace is the 
Future conference organised by the 
Sant’Egidio Community and the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Antwerp 
in September. Twenty five “panels” 
included eight expert speakers from 
all over the world with simultaneous 
interpretation into Dutch, English, 
French, German, Italian, Turkish, 
Arabic, Russian, Japanese and 
Hebrew. The opening was attended 
by the Belgian proto-prime minister, 
the Mayor of Antwerp members of 
Sant’Egidio. Panel members included 
Vian Dakheel the only member of 
the Yesidi community to sit in the 
Iraq parliament who gave a forceful 
and stirring account of the atrocities 



1 1W E  D I D 
R E M E M B E R  T H E M

a s h a r E d  un d E r s ta n d i n g  o n  a 
s pa n i s h  i s l a n d

All Saints, Tenerife used a special liturgy in German and English as worship 
was shared with the German Lutheran Church. Together, Rev. Mike 
Smith and Pfarrer Helmut Mueller devised a service of Remembrance, 
Reconciliation and Commitment to Peace which culminated in a 
shared Eucharist. It is hoped to organise similar events as the period of 
commemoration of the ‘Great War’ unfolds. 

BE lg i a n 
d E d i c at i o n  F o r 
wE l s h  M E M o r i a l 
In August more than a thousand 
were in Langemark, just north of 
Ieper (Ypres) in Flanders to celebrate 
the unveiling of the national 
memorial to some 40,000 Welsh 
troops who died in the First  
World War. 

The service was attended by 
Minister President of the Flemish 
government, Geert Bourgeois, the 
First Minister of Wales, Carwyn 
Jones and the British Ambassador 
to Belgium, Alison Rose (who is 
also an Anglican Reader). Clergy of 
the Diocese offered prayers for the 
departed and the peace of the world. 

s o M B r E  s o n g s 
o F  p r a i s E

BBC television’s Songs of praise 
programme came from Ieper (Ypres) 
during the Summer and featured 
St George’s Anglican Church. In a 
moment away from filming these 
choristers are taking a stroll past the 
Flanders Fields Museum.

The Chaplain at Ieper, Fr Brian 
Llewellyn, who liaised closely with 
the organising committee and 
the local Roman Catholic parish, 
blessed the stones which form 
the Cromlech of the memorial 
as they arrived in Belgium. The 
acting-Archdeacon of North-West 
Europe, Canon Meurig Williams 
offered a prayer in his native 
Welsh.

Sadly, the corruption of the best is 
the worst and bad cities are places 
of crime, poor housing, poverty and 
unemployment. In recent years, cities 
have increasingly been the relatively 
soft targets of violence and terror. 
Religious leaders in cities have a 
duty to build respectful relationships 
with one another, so that if and when 
bad things happen, smaller religious 
groups can feel and know the 
protection of larger constituencies. 
Religion is typically seen by the 
secular world as part of the problem: 
“religion will kill us all”, and 
religious leaders have to work hard to 
demonstrate that authentic religious 
feeling makes for peace not for 
violence. Much of the discussion was 
concerned with the steps we could 
take to make our cities more like 
‘Jerusalem’ than ‘Babel’.

Bishop Richard Chartres warned 
that ecumenism could become the 
speciality of a handful of professional 
experts yet be ignored by the 
majority of Christians – there is alarm 
at the absence from major ecumenical 
talks of the growing number of black-
led churches. 

He spoke about the importance 
of memory and of how we present 
our histories (remembering is the 
opposite of dismembering and 
remembering in this sense is the 
focus of the Eucharist). Our world 
is fragile and prone to disintegration 
(“dismembering”). Peace is the Future 
showed that the churches are capable 
of putting on a conference that really 
gets to grips with the most pressing 
geo-political issues of our time. 

‘We can’t change the past, but  
we’re responsible for how  
we remember it’.
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Around 60 participants from a dozen 
countries took the theme “Fear not 
little flock: the vocation of minority 
churches today” in the event in 
the Lutheran Lajos Ordass Centre 
in Révfülöp, on the shore of Lake 
Balaton. We enjoyed interesting 
lectures and discussions with regular 
worship in both traditions. Ten 
speakers shared in the four day event 
with an emphasis on our shared 
Anglican-Lutheran interests.  
You can check out some of the 
contributions on the ALS website  
www.anglican-lutheran-society.org. 
They Are well worth reading. 

Ten days later I was back to 
Hungary for the European Christian 
Environmental Network (ECEN) 
Assembly, where delegates from 
24 different countries met under 

M a d E l E i n E ’s 
E n V i r o n M E n t  d i a r y

the theme of “Climate Change – the 
Churches Response”.

At the opening ecumenical service 
we were invited to make pledges to 
change our own lifestyles by writing 
on paper leaves, which were then 
pinned symbolically on the outline 
of bare tree branches on the wall. We 
were also presented with a key to take 
home to remind us of our human 
guardianship of the Earth and her 
people. 

The former Bishop of Liverpool, 
James Jones, called for all Christians 
to act ethically and locally from a 
global perspective. He reminded us 

that all energy is from God and is 
offered as a good divine gift. The 
Greek word ‘logos’ can mean power 
or energy, and so we can speak of 
energy being sacred, to be handled 
with respect and care. 

We were told of 6 twinning 
links across denominations between 
10 countries and 9 currencies 
which have led to a number of 
environmental projects. These 
include eco-management work 
between Germany and Romania, 
Eco-Congregations in Scotland and 
Hungary, and energy conservation 
work in Norway and Belarus. 
Hungarian Christians spoke of 
native tree-planting schemes, 
whilst Germans are making church 
buildings more energy efficient. UK 
churches are divesting from fossil 
fuels and Czechs developing solar, 
wind and hydro renewable energies.

We were recommended to 
consider Carbon Fasting – reducing 
or refraining from eating on the 
first day of each month, with many 
‘fasters’ now joining in from twenty 
countries, and continuing at least to 
the Conference of the Parties (COP) 
summit in France in December 2015.

The Assembly at the Hungarian 
Reformed Church Centre Soli Deo 
Gloria produced a number of tangible 
outcomes including a short letter to 
Churches of Europe, a statement to 
the European Union and a proposal 
to meet again at the invitation of the 
Finnish churches in 2016. For further 
details see: www.ecen.org 

I took a handmade quilt depicting 
‘Who is our neighbour’ illustrating 
part of my talk and this was then 
given to a Church In Canada!

Conference members at the Anglican 
Lutheran Society

Environment Office Madeleine Holmes has been travelling, 
including visits to two Conferences in one month just ten days 
apart. Both were in Hungary but on opposite sides of the beautiful 
Lake Balaton as she records in her diary.

The ECEN Conference team
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n E w  l E g a l  stat u s  
i n  i ta ly  a n d  g r E E c E

a l l E l u i a s  i n 
at h E n s

Canon Malcolm Bradshaw from 
St Paul’s church in Athens recalls many 
months of preparation, negotiation 
and paperwork which resulted in a 
celebration by church members:- 

“Members raised a glass of ‘bubbly’ 
to celebrate the recent passing of a 
Bill in the Hellenic Parliament which 
established in law ‘freedom of religion’ 
in Greece. The Anglican Church was 
one of several Churches named in the 
Bill along with the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Greek Evangelical Church, 
the Coptic and Assyrian Churches and 
the German Evangelical Church. On 
the passing of the Bill these Churches 
immediately became official religions 
of Greece. Other expressions of 
religion can acquire a legal status by 
applying to the courts. The Orthodox 

In July the President of Italy formally 
signed a decree which recognizes seven 
years of preparation by the Church 
of England to have official status in 
the country and be recognised as a 
denomination. It was granted after 
careful and detailed examination of 
the Ministero dell’Interno (Italian Home 
Office) the Direzione Centrale degli 
Affari dei culti (central department 
for religious affairs) and Consiglio di 
Stato, the advisory body of the Italian 
government on administrative matters 
and their legal implications, with the 
approval of the Consiglio dei Ministri 

Church, the Islamic community in 
northern Greece and Judaism already 
possessed a legal status. The Orthodox 
Church was a promoter of this Bill. 
For over eight years the Anglican 
Church in Greece has been seeking 
a legal status. It is most grateful to 
Bishop Gavriel Papanicolaou, presently 
Secretary of the Holy Synod of the 
Church of Greece, for working with 

(Italian Cabinet). It gives legal status 
to the association Chiesa d’Inghilterra 
and accepts its statutes.

The signing by President Giorgio 
Napolitano on 17 July 2014 coincides 
with the launch of a new website 
under the auspices of the agreement. 

it during these eight years and insuring 
that its name was included in the Bill. 
For the Anglican Church in Greece 
the possession a legal status (a status 
that allows for the full jurisdiction of 
the Diocesan Bishop) makes a huge 
difference. It can now come from ‘under 
the radar of the law’ where it has been 
since the 1830’s. ‘Yippee’ and ‘God be 
praised’. The ‘bubbly’ went down well.”

It includes information about the 20 
churches in Italy within the Diocese 
in Europe as well as news and more 
general background information.

Although at first the website 
information was in Italian work is 
now complete on the dual language 
project which now offers the same 
details in English. The Venerable 
Jonathan Boardman, Archdeacon of 
Italy and Malta, says he is delighted 
with the agreement and sees it as a 
firm foundation for joint relations in 
the future.

Check out the website for yourself  
www.chiesadinghilterra.org

r E J o i c i n g  i n  ro M E

In all countries within the Diocese in Europe the importance of working within 
national frameworks is fundamental and in most situations there are legal 
agreements that recognise the status of the Church of England within that country. 
Notably this Autumn two countries welcomed that formal agreement.
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O F F I C E  T E A M

l E s l E y  B r i n g s  n E w  s k i l l s  
t o  s a F E g u a r d i n g

Lesley Weaver has joined the Diocesan 
Office staff in a newly created role 
of Safeguarding Co-ordinator. Her 
appointment reflects the strengthening 
of our safeguarding procedures and 
practices in recent months and the 
need for keeping up to date records of 
people in all our churches who have 
responsibility for this role.

She brings her previous experience 
working with local government in 
Social Services and childcare and 
with NCH Action for children. For 
eighteen years Lesley ran a training 
and development consultancy advising 
on management and leadership skills.

She has already begun the work 
of contacting every local church in 
the diocese to make sure there is 
an accurate record of Safeguarding 
Officers and Identity Checkers as 
well as a note of who has the official 
DBS or local clearances to work with 
children and vulnerable adults.

Under Lesley’s guidance the long 
awaited online basic child protection 
training course is to be in operation 
in early 2015 and will be followed 
up with online training to increase 
awareness of dealing with vulnerable 
adults and situations of domestic 
abuse.

She says she finds the work 
challenging and stimulating despite 
some of its routine nature and 
promises forms, action flow charts 
and guidance in simple language as 
a result of a review being led by the 
Safeguarding Committee Chairman, 
Charles Clark. 

Lesley can be contacted by email 
lesley.weaver@churchofengland.org or 
telephone +44 (0) 207 898 1163.

Moving the Diocesan Bishop’s office 
from Worth, in West Sussex, to the 
Belgian capital provided a major 
logistical challenge in mid-Summer with 
a furniture van transporting files and 
archives and some office furniture. On 
arrival in Brussels parking enforcement 
officers were needed to remove illegally 
parked vehicles so the removals van 
could get near the new offices. Then 
in typical Benelux style, items were 
offloaded through the windows of 
the first floor office suite which had 
previously been used by a training 
company.

New staff started work in the office 
shortly afterwards, including Vela Palim 
Bishop Robert’s Personal Assistant and 
Office Manager in Brussels. Vela was 
also in London for the October meeting 
of diocesan senior staff and Bishop’s 

n E w  Fa c E s ,  n E w  p l a c E s

Council where she enjoyed meeting 
many people she will work with in 
the future.

Ian White, a specialist in funding 
and grant applications, also joined 
the team in Brussels with a broad 
brief on behalf of the whole Church 
of England to strengthen links with 
the European Institutions. He will 
be advising about gaining access 

to EU regional funds which can be 
used for church-related projects. 
It is hoped that Ian’s work will 
become self-financing as a result 
of consultancy fees generated from 
project applications. His first client is 
the Diocese of London.

As a Reader based at Holy Trinity, 
Brussels, David Fieldsend is no 
stranger to the diocese. Although 
Bishop Robert formally bears the title 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
representative to the European 
Institutions, David will be involved 
in much of the day to day duties. 
He will build relationships with 
key officials in the EU Institutions, 
receive and accompany official church 
visitors from England and prepare for 
high-level dialogues to be attended 
by the new Bishop.  

Vela Palim, Ian White and David Fieldsend
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WELCOME TO
Canon John Blair was welcomed 
as Chaplain of Holy Trinity on 
the Portuguese Atlantic island of 
Madeira in late September. 
Rev David Victor Arthur Brown, 
formerly Vicar of the United Parish of 
Scorton, Barnacre and Calder Vale 
is now Priest-in-Charge in Warsaw, 
Poland.
Rev John Brown Chapman, formerly 
Chaplain of St Martin, Sharjah, 
United Arab Emirates (in the Diocese 
of Cyprus and the Gulf) is now 
Chaplain  of St George’s Barcelona 
in Spain.  
Rev Mary-Ellen Dolan, previously 
Interim Rector of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd and St John the 
Evangelist, Milford, Pennsylvania 
in the USA is now Chaplain of 
St George’s Málaga in Spain.
The Very Reverend Canon 
Alexander Gordon, formerly Provost 
and Rector of St Andrew’s Cathedral, 
Inverness is now Chaplain of Holy 
Trinity, Geneva in Switzerland. 
Rev Benjamin (Ben) Lee Harding, 
formerly Associate Minister, 
St Thomas, Brampton (Diocese 
of Derby) is now Chaplain in Lyon, 
France.
Rev Elizabeth Rosalind Koepping, 
formerly Assistant Priest at Christ 
Church Morningside, Edinburgh is 
now Priest-in-Charge in Heidelberg, 
Germany.
Rev Darren Martin McCallig, 
currently Dean of Residence and 
Church of Ireland Chaplain at 
Trinity College Dublin, will become 
Chaplain of St Alban’s Copenhagen 
in Denmark from January 2015.
Rev Peter Eric Pimentel, formerly 
Vicar of St Paul, Barton on the Isle 
of Wight is now Priest-in-Charge in 
Ibiza, Spain. 
Rev Joseph James Ponic, 
formerly Interim Priest-in-
Charge of St George, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan in Canada is now 
Priest-in-Charge of St Andrew’s 
Tangier in Morocco. 

B i s h o p  daV i d 
c o M M i s s i o n s 
a  n E w  a r E a 
d E a n

On a Sunday in October in St John 
the Evangelist Church in Casablanca, 
during a busy weekend visit to the 
church, Bishop David commissioned 
the Revd Canon Dr Medhat Sabry as 
Area Dean of Morocco and the Canary 
Islands. He comments; “Canon 
Sabry will work with Archdeacon 
Geoff Johnston and myself in the 
oversight and pastoral care of the 10 
or so congregations in this area of the 
Archdeaconry of Gibraltar, the most 
south-westerly corner of the Diocese. 
A network of active Area Deans is 
essential to the life of this extensive 
diocese. From time to time the Area 
Deans assist parishes which are in 
a vacancy process with advice and 
guidance as they prepare all that is 
required to recruit and appoint a new 
priest, working with the archdeacon 
and bishop.”

Mary-Ellen Dolan signing her 
licence in Malaga, Spain

Archdeacon Geoff Johnston hands Area 
Dean Robert Bates his licence in Porto

A crowd to welcome our new man in 
Madeira

Rev Nigel Stimpson is welcomed in 
Mallorca by Bishop David after his 
move from Portugal

Rev Joe Ponic joins St Andrew’s 
Tangier

clErgy on thE  MoVE

MOVING AWAY
Rev Jonathan Charles Dymoke 
‘Charlie’ Newcombe, Assistant 
Chaplain of St Paul’s Tervuren in 
Belgium is now Associate Pastor, 
St Andrew the Great in Cambridge. 

Rev Michael Smith, Chaplain of All 
Saints, Puerto de la Cruz, Tenerife, 
Spain and Area Dean of the Canary 
Islands and Morocco is now be 
Priest-in-Charge of Nailsworth with 
Shortwood, Horsley and Newington 
Bagpath with Kingscote in the 
Diocese of Gloucester.

MOVING AROUND
Rev Nigel Stimpson, Chaplain of 
St Paul’s Estoril and St George’s 
Lisbon, in Portugal has moved 
to become Assistant Chaplain of 
St Philip and St James in Palma de 
Mallorca, Spain.
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wi t h  c h r i s t M a s  a n d 
n E w  yE a r  g r E E t i n g s
The European Anglican Christmas challenge this year is this selection of pictures with memories of 
diocesan life during 2014. Some may be instantly recognisable, others may offer a little challenge.  
Test yourself on “Who, where and when?” The explanation is at the foot of the page.

1

4

7

2

5

8

3

6

9

1. Not Scotland but Gibraltar, piping in the new bishop 
2. January’s Week of Prayer service featured an elephant in Monaco’s State Circus
3. We recalled diocesan communications in 1914
4. In May the “Eurostar Bishop” arrived at London’s St Pancras International
5. In February the Princess Royal visited St Andrew’s, Moscow
6. Where Diocesan Synod business is really done in June
7. Queueing for a consecration in Canterbury in July
8. August’s centenary of the start of World War 1 in Torrevieja, Spain
9.  Women clergy in Switzerland meet for prayer and fellowship. The diocese is hosting a conference for 

our women clergy, May 10-13, 2015

th E  a n s w E r s


