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The sacred meal is prepared as a special 
Eucharist in Holy Trinity, Brussels, begins. 
It includes the licensing of Heather Roy as 
a Reader (see page 11). Our diocese is also 
proud of its many choirs and choral groups. 
Picture by Bart Feenstra.

2 E A S T E R  G A R D E N  
C I T Y  P R O J E C T

Perhaps your understanding 
of Easter garden was like 
mine – a small garden made 
of sticks, moss and rocks to 
represent the Easter story 
in miniature. This Easter 
Garden was something quite 
different. Part of the historic 
Alstadthalle in Zug was 
transformed from an empty 
gallery into a walk-through 
Easter experience. Visitors 
were surprised to find that 
their guides were biblical 
characters; Mary Magdalene, 
Thomas or Peter, who had 
first-hand experience of the 
crucifixion and resurrection. 
These guides invited people 
not only to see, but touch, 
smell, hear and in some cases 
even taste aspects of the 
Easter events.

Each area of the gallery 
featured a different part of the story. 
The steps were the streets of Jerusalem 
at Passover; the Passover meal set out in 
an inviting Middle-Eastern-style room 
with a silhouette of Jesus washing feet; 
the Garden of Gethsemane was a dark, 
somewhat oppressive forest with real trees 
and bark. Up more stairs, the spears and 
brazier were reminders of Judas’ betrayal 
and Peter’s denial, and a gilded throne 
invoked the trial before Pilate. The 
crucifixion scene, described as one visitor 
as ‘arresting’, used the beams of the gallery 

as the cross, with large 
figures holding Jesus’ body 
on the floor below. Going 
down into black chamber, 
folded grave-clothes were 
the only things illuminated. 
And of course, at last, visitors 
stepped from the darkness 
of the grave into the light of 
the resurrection room full of 
music, colour and symbols of 
new life. 

In recent months, the 
Zug Anglican community 
has been looking for ways to 
build bridges with the other 
churches in Zug, particularly 
our hosts, the Reformed 
Church. This was an ideal 
way of putting our church on 
the map and also getting to 
know people from a whole 
range of communities. We 
were very glad to be working 

alongside people from churches including 
Catholic, Reformed and Free Evangelicals. 
Most of the project was in German, but 
one afternoon we offered guided visits in 
English. Our guides had no script, just 
guidelines to prepare their stories from. 
This was quite a challenge, especially as all 
the briefing had been in German!

There were over 850 visitors of all ages 
over 6 days before the Garden closed on 
Easter Monday. By the final closing time a 
number of visitors had to be turned away, 
disappointed at what they had missed.  

intEr ac tivE  Ea s tEr 
in  a  swiss  town

Caroline Wenger writes about an interactive multi-sensory Easter story 
experience, the Ostergarten, in a local art gallery over the Easter weekend. 



3G O D ’ S  E A S T E R  P E O P L E 
C E L E B R A T E

E a s t E r  pa r a d E
Bishop Robert’s seasonal message to churches reminded us that “We are an Easter people and 
Alleluia is our song!” The fact that Sunday is a special day for our worshipping congregations is a 
symbol that it is, for us, the Day of Resurrection.

Youngsters in Belgrade working on 
their DIY Easter scene

Bishop, clergy and Readers after the 
Chrism Eucharist in Paris

Holy Week starts with palms held high 
in Antwerp

Maundy Thursday foot washing in 
Yerevan

Easter joy after worship

Holy Saturday fire in Copenhagen with 
the first Light of Easter

A chocolate tomb broken in Lille with a 
tasty version of the Gospel story

The Easter light of the risen Christ

On these pages we highlight some 
scenes from Easter celebrations across 
Europe with a report on a novel way 
of spreading the gospel news. 

Perhaps it would be a challenge for 
our churches to surprise one another 
on “ordinary” Sundays with the 
words “Christ is risen, Alleluia” to 
see how many worshippers respond 
swiftly, joyfully and expectantly  
“He is risen indeed, Alleluia”.



4 Y O U R  S A F E G U A R D I N G 
Q U E S T I O N S  A N S W E R E D

a s k  l E s l E y

QUESTION: Am I allowed to give a child a cuddle if they 
are distressed? 
It is important for children to receive cuddles to help 
make them feel safe and secure. But be sensible – keep 
everything public. A hug in the group is different to one 
behind closed doors. Touch should be age-appropriate and 
all about the child’s needs. Be pragmatic – picking up a 
distressed child is an appropriate thing to do.
 
QUESTION: I am a Sunday School volunteer and I am 
worried if I take a child to the toilet I may get accused 
of something. What can I do? 
As with the previous question – be sensible and age-
appropriate in responding to a child’s needs. If a child 
needs to use the toilet, mention to a work colleague where 
you are going. It is ok to do this on a one-to-one basis 
with a child. In fact, it would be inappropriate to ask a 
colleague to watch or to leave the door open. A child 
needs privacy just like anyone else! 

Remember you are an approved children’s worker and 
therefore trusted to get on with doing your role. 

QUESTION: I am worried about what my child will see 
on the Internet? What can I do?
Talk regularly with your child about their and your online 
lives. Questions such as: What are your best websites? 
What are your friends doing online? Can you show me 
your favourites? Do you know about cyber bullying? Have 
you ever experience it? Has anything you have seen online 
made you feel bad, sad or mad? 

Show them that you understand how important 
technology is to them and you and talk about all its 
benefits, but don’t be nervous about things like responsible 
online behaviour, bullying and pornography. Experts agree 
on a well balance approach to children’s online safety. 
Not paying attention to get your child into trouble and 
banning everything will make them more determined to 
get on line and not talk to you about what they are doing 
or seeing! 

Be a good role model for them? Watch what sites you 
use and when you use the Internet! Nothing worse than 
sitting at a meal table with everyone on technology! Verbal 
communication is essential and allows a child space to raise 
an issue when they know the adult is paying attention.

 

Some simple guidelines could be:
•   Start setting some boundaries, even at an early age … 

it’s never too early to do things like setting limits for the 
amount of time they can spend on the computer.

•   Make sure devices like your mobile, tablet or laptop are 
out of reach. Set up passwords/PINs and make sure you 
keep these details to yourself.

•   On computers, and any other devices your child has 
access to, set the parental controls to the appropriate age, 
and enabling access to only appropriate content.

•   Agree a list of websites your child is allowed to visit and 
the kind of personal information they shouldn’t reveal 
about themselves online, such as the name of their school 
or their home address. 

•   Set time limits for activities such as using the internet and 
games consoles.

•   Discuss with other parents subjects such as what age to 
buy children devices that connect to the internet. Share 
your technology rules with grandparents, babysitters and 
your child’s friends’ parents so that they know what to do 
when looking after your child.

You can find further information from the Child Exploitation 
and Online Protection service at:  
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/parentsguide

Lesley Weaver,  
Safeguarding Co-ordinator,  
answers questions people 
commonly ask about 
making our churches safer.

Our duty is to keep our children and others safe in our churches
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ROSEHILL FURNITURE GROUP  
Europe’s leading church furniture supplier for over 30 years 

@Rosehill_Group 

We’re social too….  

Buy online today - www.rosehillfurniture.co.uk  

To request a quote or brochure, contact our 
sales team on 0161 485 1717 alternatively email 

sales@rosehill.co.uk 

 Worldwide Delivery 
Available 

We welcome Rev Elizabeth Bussmann to her new 
role as Diocesan Environment Officer. She will 
shortly be updating the Environment page on 
our website and contributing to The European 
Anglican. Elizabeth writes... 

It was with a mixture of excitement and slight trepidation 
that I applied to be the new Environment Officer for the 
Diocese in Europe. Excitement because this is something 
that is very close to my heart and trepidation because I am 
aware of the challenges it represents.                                                                                

I grew up in Sussex, England but then lived in 
Switzerland for 29 years. Our children and grandchildren 
all live in Switzerland. I originally trained as a Deacon 
in the Swiss Reformed Church and worked for a while 
near Basel. In 2000 my husband and I moved to Sheffield 
in England where I trained for two years as an Evangelist 
with Church Army. Later I was accepted for ordination. In 
2014, following ministry in the Canterbury and Guildford 
Dioceses, I resigned my post as Rector in the Guildford 
Diocese and we returned to Switzerland to be closer to the 
family. At the moment I work as a locum chaplain with 
ICS. I also work with the local church, helping to minister 
to the families in the local Refugee centre.

My real interest in the environment was awakened 
during training with Church Army, which was not 
surprising, as this is all about the 5th Mark of Mission!  
In my ethics portfolio I wrestled with the question of 
the need for a universal environmental ethic. I was able 
to continue with these studies for my MA dissertation, 
looking at Eco-theology and the implications for the 
Church’s role in today’s society. 

One of the things that fascinates me most is the ‘inter-
connectedness’ of things. Most of the time we are unaware 
of the chain reactions so many of our choices have. 
These chain reactions have far-reaching consequences 

environmentally, on human justice and many other areas. 
One of the meanings of ‘Environment’ is ‘the surroundings 
or conditions in which a person, animal or plant lives’, but 
the second meaning is much wider: ‘the natural world, as 
a whole or in a particular geographical area, especially as 
affected by human activity.’

I hope that in the Diocese we can build links with one 
another – people from each chaplaincy who will support 
and encourage one another but who will also begin to build 
networks in their own ‘Environments’.  As the Diocese in 
Europe we have an exciting, rich and diverse ‘territory’ 
covering many different climates and eco-systems. We can 
learn from each other and hopefully be beacons of hope 
to those around us. As Bishop Robert said in his Easter 
message – we are called to be an Easter people – an Easter 
people in a Good Friday world. As carers of God’s creation 
and all that this entails, our role as Christians must take into 
account both meanings of the word ‘environment’ and we 
must reach out with the hope of the Gospel to all people. I 
look forward to working with you all.

If you have any questions, suggestions etc. please contact me 
at bemdeo@gmail.com

a  n E w  Ey E  o n 
t h E  E n v i r o n M E n t

Did you know you can advertise in the widely read  
and much acclaimed European Anglican magazine?
Do you have church related items on offer?
Are you promoting travel or accommodation within Europe?
Do you have a message that crosses national boundaries?

To inquire about advertising rates in our forthcoming issues 
contact the editor paul.needle@churchofengland.org 

rE aching a 
EuropE-widE 
audiEncE



6 F A I T H  J O U R N E Y S  –  
I N  T H E I R  O W N  W O R D S

fr u i t f u l  vo c at i o n s 
a s  f i v E  d E a c o n s 
a r E  o r d a i n E d

vo c at i o n  Jo u r n E y  f r o M  pa r i s 
t o  th E  hag u E  v i a  a l p h a 

Jean-Luc Sergent will become a deacon in the 
Madrid ordinations and will be serving his curacy 
at The Hague, in the Netherlands. His vocation 
began in Paris.

I am married to Ginie, and we enjoy 
cuisine and wine tasting, probably a 
mark of our “Frenchness”. I also like 
football, skiing, visiting museums, 
and travelling.

My calling to ordained ministry 
originally grew over several years as 
I was worshipping at St Michael’s, 
Paris. I was especially involved in the 
French-speaking service. At the time, 
I was working in the business world, 
enjoying an international career. 
During the discernment process to 
ordained ministry, in 2010 and 2011, I 
left my job to work for Alpha France, 
and worked with the Roman Catholic 
Church in France to implement 
Alpha. I moved to London in 
September 2012 to start my training. 
St Mellitus College, HTB and 
London have been an amazing and 
vibrant place to be trained. Ginie and 
I didn’t feel too lonely among more 

than 400 000 French people living in 
London!

I am passionate about inviting 
people to meet and worship God 
through Christ in the Spirit. I am 
looking forward to joining in what 
God is already doing at St John & St 
Philip in The Hague. To serve my 
curacy in the ‘international city of 
peace and justice’ is a great honor, and 
a very good reminder of the nature of 
God’s kingdom. I am looking forward 
to discovering Dutch culture, to get 
to know and love the people of God 
of The Hague, and to learn how 
to use my gifts in this new context 
alongside Andrew & Marion, and the 
wider leadership team there.

The coming soon ordination 
makes me joyful as well as humble. I 
am looking forward to that day, and 
would appreciate your prayers as I am 
preparing to it. 

M a d E  d E a c o n  i n  h E r  h o M E 
c h u r c h  i n  fr a n c E

Charlotte Sullivan  
tells of a bitter-
sweet path to 
ordination.

I am 48 years old and I live in the 
Dordogne, South West France with 
my three sons.

I came to faith in France when 
I was in my early thirties and was 
confirmed by Bishop Geoffrey 
in 2003. Although I felt called to 
ministry for some time I was unsure 
as to what I could do and where I 
could possibly fit in! 

In 2010 I had a very specific call to 
the Permanent Diaconate. The more 

A bumper crop of vocations 
come to fruition this 
Summer with five people 
made Deacons – in three 
ordination services. 
On Saturday 2nd May 
in Istabul’s Church of 
the Resurrection Ros 
Wilkinson was ordained 
by Bishop Robert (pictured 
above). The Bishop will be 
in Madrid on 27th June to 
ordain Jean-Luc Sergent, 
Matthew Phipps and  
Mike Waltner. The 
following day Bishop 
David will make Charlotte 
Sullivan a Distinctive 
Deacon in the Aquitaine.  
Here are their stories in 
words and pictures.
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F R A N C E  A N D  T H E  U S A

fr o n t i E r  M i s s i o n a r y 
M i n i s t r y  i n  M a d r i d

Ten years ago Matthew Phipps left his job as a 
solicitor in a Southampton law firm to train as a 
missionary. His experiences have led him to the 
Diaconate.

I now work for the Church Mission 
Society, seconded to the Chaplaincy 
of St George in Madrid. For the last 6 
years my home has been in a working 
class neighbourhood to the south of 
the city, with my wife, Eluned, and 
two boys, Zacarías and Álister. 

It was primarily as a result 
of finding myself in the almost 
unoccupied territory between Roman 
Catholicism and Protestantism 
in Spain that I discovered I was 

Anglican. At one point we were 
working for a Spanish Baptist Church 
while I was studying at a Roman 
Catholic seminary. When I began to 
think about it, I realised had spent 
the previous 20 years in Anglican 
churches and been involved in lay 
ministry in 3 different Anglican 
provinces (England, Wales and the 
Japanese Episcopal Church!) despite 
never really having identified myself 
as Anglican.

In retrospect, my calling to 
ordained ministry seems little more 
than the meeting of my commitment 
to mission and ministry in Spain and 
the discovery of my Anglican identity. 
I am a candidate for ordination to the 
distinctive diaconate, and as a deacon 
and a missionary I feel my place is 
on the margins of the local church 
community, working ecumenically, 
with those disengaged from church 
and with the marginalised. 

I have had the rare privilege of 
being able to study these past 5 years 
with Roman Catholic seminarians at 
the Ecclesiastical University of San 
Dámaso in Madrid – while travelling 
occasionally to the UK for some. I am 
looking forward to seeing the fruit of 
these ecumenical relationships in the 
coming years.

a  c a l l  f i n a l ly  a n s w E r E d  B y 
a n  a M E r i c a n  i n  vi E n n a 

Mike Waltner is an American living in Austria and 
worshipping at Christ Church Vienna. Called to 
ordained ministry many years ago his ordination 
will be a long awaited fulfilment. 

I felt called to the ministry at a very 
early to the ministry during my teens 
and this calling guided me to my 
studies of religion.  I attended Union 
Theological Seminary in the New 
York but plans for ordination were 
then put on hold for a long while.   
Most of my career since then has 
been spent working on developing 
interreligious dialogue projects and 
initiatives.

I anticipate that God will continue 

to lead and develop my vocation in 
Vienna.  It is my intention to continue 
working in the field Interreligious 
Dialogue at the KAICIID Dialogue 
Centre in Vienna. I am looking 
forward to learning more about 
ministry as working Priest. 

I think the major task of Christians 
today is to learn to live as expressions 
and signs of God’s desire for fellowship 
and reconciliation within the world. 
As a Deacon, I hope to emphasize 

that as Christians we are called to be 
a kingdom people, we are called live 
as expressions of a kingdom whose 
politics is manifested in the sacraments 
and the living life of the church, 
modelled by Our Lord’s ministry and 
the ministry of the Apostles.   

Publically taking up this apostolic 
ministry is a solemn, yet amazing 
responsibility, yet I feel a sense of 
relief and also enthusiasm about 
what is to come. The years of my 
discernment and training have 
been challenging, humbling and 
transformative. I am very thankful to 
my wife Heike and daughter Elena 
for their love and support through 
this process. I am thankful for all the 
support in I have received in Vienna 
from the Christ Church community 
and many others who prayed with me 
and for me to get to this point.  

I researched the role of a Deacon the 
more peace I felt and a deep sense of 
knowing that this was the right path 
for me.

After selection I began training 
with the Eastern Region Ministry 
Course in 2012 (ERMC). 

Unfortunately my husband, Kevin 
was diagnosed with cancer during 
my first year of training and sadly lost 
his battle with the disease 7 months 
ago. I am deeply grateful to the staff 
and to all the students at ERMC for 

their prayers and support during these 
hard times. With their help I was able to 
continue training and I am now looking 
forward to my ordination in June.

I feel very blessed that my 
ordination is taking place in my home 
church at Limeuil. It is of course so 
terribly sad that Kevin will not be 
there to celebrate with me, but, I am 
deeply grateful to the loving church 
family who will surround me on that 
day and who, I know, will make it 
memorable and special.

After ordination, I hope to 
continue living in the Dordogne and 
to serve my curacy in the Chaplaincy 
of Aquitaine. Within the Chaplaincy, 
there are 13 worship centres, a large 
number of home groups and many 
different outreach and ecumenical 
projects. I look forward to working 
with the Chaplaincy’s ministry team 
which will be an opportunity for me 
to continue to grow in spirituality and 
in many areas of continued ministerial 
formation. 
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8 S W I T Z E R L A N D 
I N  S O N G

By Sunday April 26 floral tributes at the eternal flame in Yerevan were piled high 
after several days of commemoration of the atrocities suffered by Armenians under 
the Ottoman Empire a hundred years ago. Patriarchs and prelates from Europe, 
Asia, Africa and America, including our own Bishop, joined lawyers and political 
leaders to speak, to express solidarity, to show respect.  

When Helen Loderup, from Norway, 
celebrated her 90th birthday in 
March she was surprised by a tribute 
message from Bishop Robert. He 
thanked her for all that she has done 
for Church life in Oslo, in music and 
in other ways, over 60 years of faithful 
service. Her Chaplain adds; “Helen 
is a lynch pin of the community, 
unobtrusively holding together 
events and occasions, prompting new 
initiatives and tireless in her support 
of St Edmund’s.”

62 singers from the chaplaincies in Basel, Berne, Geneva, Lausanne and Montreux 
joined the choir in Zürich in April for a Saturday choral Evensong and a choral 
Communion Service the following morning, featuring liturgical music from a wide 
range of composers. The participants valued meeting fellow choristers from different 
churches and joining forces in a common cause to enrich worship.

Canon Malcolm Bradshaw, from 
Athens, found himself in “some corner 
of a foreign field” on St George’s 
Day in April. He visited the Greek 
Island of Skyros for a service in an 
olive grove to mark the hundredth 
anniversary of the death of the early 
First World War poet, Rupert Brooke.
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9F R E N C H  P I L G R I M S 
I N  T H E  M U D

Perhaps inspired by the text “Bear 
one another’s burdens” members of St 
George’s Church in Berlin have found 
their name is being seen in all manner 
of places, thanks to this promotional 
initiative. 

A table spread with symbolism and 
meaning greeted members of the 
Costa Blanca Chaplaincy in Spain for 
their Women’s World Day of Prayer 
service in Albir with a theme inspired 
by ladies in the Bahamas. They were 
joined by some Norwegian Church 
members who had copies of the liturgy 
in their own language.

The Council of European Churches in Lille, Northern France, are still drying the 
mud off their boots after an emotional pilgrimage to mark the Christmas Truce 
during World War 1. The front line was only a few miles from Lille and members of 
different churches, including Christ Church, walked, sang and played a memorial 
football game. The winter mud added a touch of authenticity recalling condition in 
the trenches.

Members of the church in Zug had a busy March. Not only did they help with the 
Easter Garden project (see page 2) but also staffed a stall at the ‘Expat-Expo’ fair for 
English-speakers in the area to introduce their services and fellowship.
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He arrived at Holy Trinity Church, 
Brussels, with his wife, Caroline, 
for early morning prayers and was 
interested to see some of its unique 
features including the memorial 
plaque to honour Nurse Edith Cavell 
who was executed in Brussels in 
October, 1915 during World  
War One. 

The Archbishop then went to 
the Royal Palace for an audience 
with King Philippe before two top 
level meetings, one with First Vice-
President Frans Timmermans who is 
responsible for dialogue process with 
religions and later with the European 
President, Donald Tusk, and his 
senior colleagues at the European 
Council building.

The hectic pace continued with an 
afternoon tea, hosted by the British 
Ambassador at her official Residence, 
with representatives from the 
Catholic University of Leuven and 
Canon Jack McDonald who is both 
on the University staff, developing 

Anglican education, and chaplain 
of the Anglican church in Leuven. 
Archbishop Justin spoke about trends 
in the church and in faith across 
the world and a lively discussion 
followed.

From the Ambassador’s residence 
it was back to the Bishop’s Office for 
the formal dedication prayers with 
key staff members and a meeting with 
Christians who work at various levels 
within the European institutions.

The Archbishop’s day ended with 
an interview with Belgium’s leading 
national newspaper (conducted in 
fluent French!) and an address to the 
Grandes Conferences Catholiques, 
also delivered in French. The 
long day was rounded off with a 
conference dinner. As he reflected 
on the packed programme he said he 
found the Diocese in Europe in good 
heart. “It is an extraordinary, utterly 
unique diocese” he said “and the 
Church of England would be deeply 
poorer without it!”

a  Bu s y  day 
i n  B r u s s E l s
A visit to Brussels by the Archbishop of Canterbury in early March provided him with a variegated 
programme, including the dedication of Bishop Robert’s office in the city. For those accompanying 
Archbishop Justin it was also a demonstration of his stamina and breadth of understanding.

With Bishop Robert and David Fieldsend, arriving at Berlaymont, the EC building

Meeting the European President 
Donald Tusk

The British Ambassador hosts  
discussions with University delegates

Royal palace where the Archbishop 
had an audience with the King

The day begins at Holy Trinity, 
Brussels



1 1A  P A G E  F O R  A N D 
A B O U T  O U R  R E A D E R S

r E a d E r s  M o v i n g  
t h E  wo r l d ?
When Napoleon Bonaparte said “Show me a family of readers, and I will show you the people who 
move the world” he was thinking of a domestic home rather than the Diocese in Europe, but our 
Readers are proving him right as they move the ministry and mission forward.

a n g E l a  i s  a 
wr i t E r  a s  w E l l 
a s  a  r E a d E r

Although our ministry is on the 
mainland of Europe we are the 
forty-second diocese of the Church of 
England, a fact which surprises many 
people on their first encounter with 
us. We operate as a C of E diocese 
and have representation on General 
Synod and elsewhere just like our 
colleagues in English dioceses.

Reader ministry is governed by 
the Central Readers’ Council of the 
Church of England. Angela Mirani 
is one of four Reader members 
so that she represents our vibrant 
and distinctive work. The Council 
produces a magazine, The Reader, 
and Angela has been asked to write 
about her experience in this diocese. 
She welcomes the chance to explain 
some of the unique challenges and 
blessings of her ministry.

She leads regular services of the 
word, preaches, teaches and helps to 
provide pastoral care for St John the 
Baptist, Varese, in the Italian  lake 
district, close to the border with 
Switzerland. Eucharists are provided 
by visiting priests from Milan and 
across the border in Lugano.

Readers have an important role in ministry throughout the church year. On Palm 
Sunday, with locally grown palm branches and a dog substituting for the donkey, their 
Reader’s distinctive robes add to the colourful scene.

tw o  nE w  r E a d E r s  
l i c E n s E d  i n  Br u s s E l s

A Eucharist service at Holy Trinity Brussels in March had 
a number of distinctive aspects, not least as it took Bishop 
Robert back to the church where he was Chaplain just a 
year ago. As well as baptising and confirming a number of 
children, teenagers and adults, he formally licensed Heather 
Roy and Arttu Mäkipää as Readers in the Diocese.
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Why is it always held in Cologne? 
It has not always been in Germany. In 
recent years Synod has met in Rome 
and London, but Cologne has good 
transport links and is geographically 
near the centre of the diverse 
diocese. An efficient Synod needs 
good quality conference facilities 
(meeting rooms with all facilities, 
adequate accommodation and 
efficient organisation) and experience 
with Kardinal-Schulte Haus has 
been good. Future year’s venues are 
decided by members at the Synod.

Does it need to be so long?
Because of the distances involved 
Synod starts at teatime on a Monday 
to allow delegates to arrive and ends 
with breakfast on Friday to help 
their return journey. It also avoids 
weekend when many clergy and lay 

members have Sunday commitments. 
A Diocesan Synod in England often 
meets up to four times a year because 
travel is easier. Europe has one single 
Synod to avoid too much journeying. 

A reduced number of members are 
elected onto Bishop’s Council and 
that smaller body meets each Autumn 
in London for two days.

Surely it costs a lot to operate?
Democracy is not cheap! Our 
Diocese is fully part of the Church of 
England and has the same process of 
governance as the other 41 diocese in 
England. That is why the programme 
for Cologne is busy and carefully 
planned. Travel can be expensive and 
members are urged to find the most 
economical (and green!) method of 
getting there but it would not be 
fair that any part of our enormous 
diocese were prevented from sharing 
in its management because of cost. 
There are also hidden bonuses 
in that members are committed 
to be together, away from home 
distractions, for several days. Not only 

MEE t ing  o f  Minds,  Bo os t  to  fa ith 
a nd sh a r ing o f  wisd o M

The Synod will be the first to be 
chaired by Bishop Robert since 
his consecration and induction last 
year. Among the major items on the 
agenda are “Walking together in faith” 
– a Strategy for the Diocese mapping 
out aims and objectives for the 
future; a safeguarding update led by 
Safeguarding Committee Chairman, 
Charles Clark, and a focus on 
“Nurturing generous chaplaincies” 
introduced by Dr John Preston, 
the church’s National Stewardship 
Officer.

fr E Q u E n t ly  a s k E d  Q u E s t i o n s  a B o u t  d i o c E s a n  sy n o d

Diocesan Synod meets in Kardinal-Schulte Haus on the outskirts of 
Cologne from Monday 8th to Friday 12th June. It will be the final 
time that this particular group of members are together as a new 
Synod will be elected in late Summer for the next three year period 
(or triennium as it is properly called).

Printed agendas can sometimes 
seem to suggest a series of business 
meetings with little relevance to 
local church life but Diocesan Synod 
has an important lively aspect where 
our living faith is strengthened. 
Underpinning the work on the 
future strategy will be two sessions 
led by the Bishop of Truro, Rt Rev 
Tim Thornton, on “Developing 
discipleship”. The three daily Bible 
Studies will focus on passages from 
the Old Testament and be introduced 
by Dr Richard Briggs.

Other items include information 
about planned changes in ordination 
training, an introduction to the new 
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MEE t ing  o f  Minds,  Bo os t  to  fa ith 
a nd sh a r ing o f  wisd o M

is business discussed but with daily 
worship including Eucharists and Bible 
teaching we learn together. From New 
Testament days shared meals are also 
a key way of strengthening mutual 
fellowship.

So it isn’t an excuse for a holiday?
Ask your local Diocesan Synod 
delegate and you will find there is little 
time for relaxation, although each year 
one evening is set aside for an outing 
– last year to a German winery and 
this year for a tour of Cologne’s world 
famous cathedral.

How can I find out more?
Ask your delegate to report back to the 
local group of churches they represent. 
Follow the news reports on the 
website and in the next edition of The 
European Anglican. But, if you really 
are keen, consider being nominated as 
a member for the next Synod. This is 
the perfect time to get involved.

Environment Officer and a report on 
the Mothers’ Union in the diocese.

The rare opportunity of having so 
many participants in one place means 
that Synod also includes a meeting 
of the Cathedral Chapter and of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance.  

The agenda will be published on 
the diocesan website before Synod 
begins and there will be regular news 
updates with pictures and podcasts to 
make the event as public as possible 
so that you can share, wherever you 
are on europe.anglican.org

Canon Geoffrey Evans, 
one of the diocese’s longest 
serving priests and a former 
Archdeacon has died aged 
81. He moved to the Diocese 
in 1973 to serve in Izmir, 
Turkey. In 1978 he was 
appointed Archdeacon of the 
Aegean in the same year, a 
post he held for 16 years. 

His ministry took him to Ankara, All saints, Rome and Moscow before a 
return to Ankara where he ministered from 2000 until his retirement  
eleven years later. In 2011 he was also honoured with an OBE in the 
Queen’s birthday list. Canon Ian Sherwood writes an affectionate memoir 
from Istanbul.

 In 1986, the Archdeacon of the Aegean and the Danube, Geoffrey Evans 
invited me to his archidiaconal synod in Athens. I had just taken up the 
chaplaincy in Ceausescu’s Bucharest so Athens seemed like a holiday in a 
pleasure park. The beady-eyed archdeacon was kind-hearted enough. He 
had worked in British Guyana on the missions, was rather high church, and 
had lolled about old Smyrna (Izmir) for decades as chaplain. The chaplaincy 
was a very sleepy affair. It had been there since the mid-17th century 
and hosted a string of very odd clergy as chaplains. Much of Geoffrey 
Evans’ tenure was spent gadding about Asia Minor on church tours which 
thousands of people enjoyed. He became quite the expert on Biblical sites.

 Dining with Fr Geoffrey tended to be a plain pasta affair in which one 
went to bed bloated rather than nourished. Gin was served liberally from a 
Gordon’s bottle. The Gordon’s bottle was constantly replenished by cheap 
rather dangerous Turkish gin. There was an air of hospitality at all times. 
Beds abounded in every nook and cranny of his various residences, and if 
one arrived early enough in the day, there was time to launder and dry one’s 
own sheets before daring to couch down for the night. 

Thank God there were no e-mails in Geoffrey’s time! He wrote many 
reports simply by hand; special reports were typed with real carbon copies. 
The trouble was digging out his reports when needed as they were lost in 
the chaos. His successor felt as if he had entered a chaplaincy where nothing 
had ever happened since the Restoration. 

The Liturgy at St John’s was decent enough. Gone were the Books of 
Common Prayer! Instead we had multi-use service sheets with stick-men 
drawn on the service sheets to guide your posture in kneeling, sitting, and 
standing. Yet Geoffrey carried it off as a devout kindly priest in his lovely 
church. 

At his memorial service in St John’s Izmir on 24th April, twenty-nine 
old friends gathered to pray for him as he goes aloft. Turkey seems an odd 
place without him flitting about the country. No more he-he-he laughs. No 
more gossip about bishops and chaplains – what a treasure trove that was! 
No more flashing beady eyes nervously looking about for God-knows-what 
during a conversation; no doubt he’ll find whatever it was in Heaven!  

rEMEMBEring  
a long sErvant pa stor  
and priEst

Geoffrey Evans with Bishop David and 
some young worshippers in Turkey
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There has been Anglican worship in 
Geneva since the middle of the 16th 
century, when fear of persecution 
caused Protestants to flee to Europe 
soon after Queen Mary came to the 
throne in England. The present day 
church, in typical English parish 
church style, was constructed on a site 
given to the Anglican community by 
the city of Geneva in 1853. 

 By 1914 the threat of war was 
in the air so ‘the committee considered 
what retrenchments in the expenditure 
could be effected...’ The chaplain, 
Dr A. W. Granger, suggested 

wo r l d  wa r  d E l ay s  c h u r c h  g r o w t h  i n  g E n E va

making an immediate economy by 
simplifying the music in the services 
and thus doing away with the need 
for an organist. It was decided to give 
him three months’ notice although at 
least this harsh decision was followed 
up by a proposal at the committee’s 
November meeting to give him 
‘a testimonial.. to assist him in getting 
another post’.

Continuing our series marking 
the centenary of World War 
One, Valerie Offord, Archivist 
at Holy Trinity Church, 
Geneva, has been discovering 
its effect on their church by 
researching its records.

In order to protect its neutrality, Switzerland mobilized its troops in August 1914 and 
sent them to the frontier. It is tempting to look for likenesses among what appear to be 
family groups in the photograph (the senior NCO and the boy to his left for example), 
although the moustaches don’t help!

After the assassination on the 
28 June 1914 at Sarajevo of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-
Hungarian throne, the whole of 
Europe including Switzerland had 
become increasingly tense. On 
2 August 1914 Germany invaded 
France, the Swiss army was mobilised 
and Swiss neutrality was declared on 
3 August. Like many other neutral 
states the country feared invasion, 
but even more than most because 
either France or Germany might 
invade in an attempt to outflank their 
opponents.

The Minute Book merely offers 
hints of the effect of the War on 
the life of the church. Church 
income started to fall as there were 
fewer church members and the 
church enlargement scheme, no 
longer discussed optimistically, 
was eventually mothballed. At 
the meeting of 25 May 1915 there 
was a discussion of the plans for 
an impending visit by the Bishop 
of Europe but realism is seen to 
be creeping in. It was decided to 
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recommend to the General Meeting 
that, as the money set aside for 
the enlargement might never be 
required, the funds could be used for 
other more immediate needs, such 
as care of the church railings, the 
enlargement of the vestry, electricity 
in the church or even electrification 
of the church organ. The electors’ 
meeting the following day agreed that 
permission should be sought to divert 
contributions to the railing fund 
and that no grand scheme should be 
undertaken until the War was over.

By 1916 the War was beginning 
to take its toll. The financial report 
of 31 March 1916 showed a deficit of 
Fr. 1466 owing to a serious decline 
in the congregation. Thankfully, 
although this was a recurring theme 
from 1914, donations were always 
forthcoming to clear the deficit. 

The Committee then thanked 
the chaplain, the Ven. W. E. Scott 
‘most sincerely for his untiring work, 
his tactful sympathy and his unselfish 
abnegation in carrying on the work of the 
church in Geneva. It is a great privilege 
in these troublous times to feel that we 
have a chaplain who does so much to 
promote good feeling and brotherly love 
both by example and by precept’. Finally 
on 15 May 1916 the Minutes note 
that ‘This being the last meeting of 
the Committee before his departure for 
military service Mr Aitkin made farewell 
remarks…’ This is the only reference 
made to one of the congregation 
directly participating in the war.

A wide range of organizations 
helped prisoners of war held by 
both sides during WWI. The 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), based in Geneva, was 
well known for its co-ordination of 
information on individual prisoners 
and in inspecting prisoner of war 
camps.  

In November 1914 Mr Goodman, 
a retired British officer of the 
Indian Postal Department living 
in Geneva, began inquiring about 
British Officers held in Prisoner-

of-War (POW) camps in Germany 
when the ICRC had been unable to 
help. His work ran into difficulties 
when in February 1915 the Germans 
forbade information on POWs being 
passed on to private organizations. 
In consequence Goodman asked 
Holy Trinity Church Committee if 
he could operate under the auspices 
of the Queen Victoria Jubilee Fund 
established in 1897 to help British 
citizens in distressed circumstances 
(an organization which incidentally 
is still active). When they agreed 
Goodman was able to continue his 
useful work until the end of the war.

By 31 March 1917 it is noted that 
‘In spite of the war we are no poorer that 
we were a year ago and our reserves are 
almost intact’ and that this situation 
was largely due to the attitude of the 
Ven. W. E. Scott. ‘We venture to hope 
that he will remain our pilot till the end 
of the war and for as long afterwards as 
possible’.

The year 1917 seems to have 
had a more positive air with less 
‘retrenchment’. Bishop Bury finally 
visited Geneva in April. Repairs to 
the church tower were authorized 
as the architect advised ‘that it was 
impossible to delay until after the war 
as had been contemplated, it being 
essential for safety’s sake that the tower 
should put into a proper state before the 
coming winter, the urgency being due to 
the disastrous effects of the severe winter 
1916/17’. Electric lighting was 
installed in the church and changes 
to the heating system discussed, new 
hymnbooks ordered, new register 
books placed in the vestry, windows 
repaired and a recommendation that 
any surplus from the T. W. Coate 
memorial plaque appeal be handed 
to the Queen Victoria Jubilee Fund 
Association and negotiations to 
change the status of Holy Trinity 
Church as a Swiss Society begun. 

By May 1918 it was clear that this 
optimism was indeed justified.  
The newly arrived chaplain,  
Rev. W. Howell, proposed a supper 

Holy Trinity, Geneva, today. The clock 
and the tower are currently being 
renovated by Rolex through their 
charitable body the Hans Wilsdorf 
Foundation. The clock is of great 
historical interest as it was installed in 
the mid-19th century.  

to be given by the British 
Community for interned soldiers. 
The local military rejoiced as well: in 
a published diary, a Genevese soldier 
reported the end of mobilisation on 6 
July 1918 and wrote in lyrical terms 
of how he, and his comrades in arms 
since August 1914, celebrated the end 
of hostilities and the restoration of 
peace to the canton and the country.

1915 had seen the effects of 
mobilisation and the War on 
neutral Switzerland and the English 
community in Geneva. Now in 2015 
the Anglicans of Holy Trinity Church 
are entering another chapter in the 
history of their long life here, having 
appointed a new Chaplain and facing 
a new round of extensive renovation 
of their church building just as they 
did during WWI a hundred years ago.
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d i d  t h E  Eu r o  c a n d l E s 
in s p E c t o r  c a l l  o n  yo u ?
A website news item attracted wide interest a few weeks ago 
announcing that new European regulations were coming 
into force governing the size and style of candles used in 
our churches. It added precise details about height and 
circumference of candles and included a comment from an EU 
spokeswoman, Avril Primero.

The Diocesan Office in London were quoted, warning that 
“Archdeacons would be issued with a special measuring device 
to check that all candles conform to the new ruling before 
making a series of Candle clampdown visits.”

Avril Primero translates from Spanish as April 1st and at 
midday our April Fool spoof was revealed. We hope you did 
not get caught out or that you have forgiven us for the joke.

nE w  ho n o r a r y  s E c r E ta r y 
We welcome Jeanne French, the former Assistant Diocesan 
Secretary, who has emerged from her retirement to become 
the Honorary Secretary of The Friends of the Diocese. 
Jeanne’s first public appearance will be at the annual Friends’ 
Service in London on Wednesday 21st October.

s h a r E  yo u r  nE w s  wi t h  us

The European Anglican magazine and our website are hungry beasts – always in need of 
good news stories, especially with good action pictures. If your congregation has never 
featured in our news outlets please send us something soon.

Material sent for the website is normally online within hours of receipt. The next edition 
of this magazine is published in September with a copy deadline of mid-July.  
Contact paul.needle@churchofengland.org

p r a c t i c a l  sa f E g ua r d i n g 
hE l p  ava i l a B l E
“Do I need a safeguarding check for my small role in our 
local church?” is a question often asked. Now there is new 
help at hand. If you check the Safeguarding section of the 
diocesan website (link on the front page) you can find a newly 
published definitive explanation of who does or does not need 
a check. As you read through that part of our site it is worth 
checking on other aspects of Safeguarding as information is 
regularly being added to it. 

n o t i c E  B o a r d
clErgy on 
thE  MovE

WELCOME TO
Rev Anthony William Ingham, 
Chaplain to the Forces (Army) 
arrives as Priest in Charge 
of St Michael’s, Beaulieu sur 
Mer, France in June.
Rev Professor Adrian Andrew 
Low, Assistant Curate in the 
Abbots Bromley, Blithfield, 
Colton, Colwich and Great 
Haywood Benefice (Lichfield 
Diocese) will become Priest-in-
Charge in Costa del Sol West, 
Spain from September. 

MOVING AWAY
Rev Matthew Jones, Chaplain 
of St Thomas Becket, 
Hamburg, Germany is to 
become Rector of Ballina, 
Australia from August. 
Rev Chris Maclay, Chaplain 
of St Mark, Versailles, with St 
Paul, Chevry, France is moving 
to parochial work in England.
Rev John Bishop Moore, 
Assistant Chaplain of St 
Michael’s, Paris will become 
Vicar of St Stephen’s Church, 
in Guernsey from July. 
Canon Barbara Penelope 
Moss, Priest-in Charge of 
St Andrew’s, Gothenburg, 
Chaplain to the English-
speaking students at 
Gothenburg University and 
Chalmers University of 
Technology and Area Dean 
of Scandinavia will retire in 
January 2016.
Rev Roy Taylor, Chaplain of 
St Francis, Tenerife South, 
Spain has resigned.

MOVING AROUND
Rev Paul Vrolijk, Chaplain 
of the Anglican Church 
in Aquitaine, France is to 
be Senior Chaplain and 
Chancellor of Holy Trinity 
Pro-Cathedral, Brussels, from 
September.

TITLE CHANGE
Rev Hilary Jones, Assistant 
Chaplain of St Nicholas, 
Basel, Switzerland is now the 
Chaplain.

Don’t forget to look out for information and formal ballot papers for Diocesan Synod elections in 
late Summer. We hope the work of the Synod will attract great interest and many nominations.


