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BISHOP GEOFFREY’S RETIREMENT 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE DIOCESE 

 

As most of you will be aware, I celebrated my 70
th

 birthday last month. This is the normal final 

date for retirement of diocesan bishops, as of other clergy. The Archbishop of Canterbury has 

discretion to grant an extension of office for up to a further year. Being aware that the 

Archbishop of Canterbury has a special role in the appointment of a new Bishop in Europe 

(which is not a Crown appointment, but is an appointment made, after appropriate consultation, 

by a triumvirate of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of London, and a bishop appointed 

by the Anglican Consultative Council), Archbishop Rowan Williams agreed last year to such an 

extension, so that my retirement should not coincide with a vacancy in the see of Canterbury. 

Once Archbishop Rowan’s successor, Justin Welby, had taken office, I was in correspondence 

with him about a date of retirement. We have now agreed that this will be November 8
th

 of this 

year, and I have signed the necessary Deed of Resignation. The date chosen will enable the 

Friends of the Diocese service on October 23rd to be my farewell to the Diocese, to be followed 

in All Saintstide by a farewell visit to the Cathedral in Gibraltar, where I was enthroned as 

Bishop on All Saints’ Day, 2001. 

 

 I give thanks to God for calling me to serve as bishop of this unique and far-flung 

diocese. For almost twelve years it has been a great privilege to be able to meet with and support 

priests, deacons and congregations in many different places, and I thank all who have welcomed 

me on many pastoral visits with warm hospitality. I have often – taking as my cue the collect for 

All Saints’ Day, which speaks of God ‘knitting together his elect in one communion and 

fellowship’ – compared my ministry as one of knitting the scattered chaplaincies together. In 

this I have been helped and supported by many: Bishop David, my Suffragan; a succession of 

Archdeacons and Area Deans; the staff in the Diocesan Office and, especially and personally, in 

my own office at Worth; and the Diocesan Chancellor and Registrar. This is a ministry which 

you cannot do alone. In the annual residential Diocesan Synod, which is in so many ways a 

model for synods elsewhere, and in the two Pastoral Conferences of clergy of the Diocese, we 
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have seen and known something of that internet of the Spirit which is at the core of the life of 

this Diocese. 

 

 What lies at the heart of a bishop’s ministry is prayer, teaching and pastoral care, all of 

which enable the bishop to encourage and enable the mission of the church, the sharing of the 

Gospel – the good news of God in Christ – which is what each and every one of us is about. In 

Europe we have a unique ecumenical vocation, and it has been a priority for me to build and to 

sustain, on behalf of the Diocese, the Church of England, and the Anglican Communion, 

ecumenical relations, particularly with the great Churches of East and West. Ecumenical 

relationships always grow from personal encounters and from friendship, as well as from 

theological exchange.  As Aelred of Rievaulx dared to say – ‘God is friendship’. To be bishop of 

the Diocese in Europe has enabled me to meet with many church leaders and to share their 

welcome and friendship, and to pray in many holy places for that unity which is our enable the 

mission of the church.  It is a special responsibility of ministry in this Diocese which I treasure, 

and which in due course I will of course hand on to my successor. I shall be remaining as 

Anglican Co-Chair of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox dialogue, which, after a time of 

suspension, is now to resume. 

 

 I came to this Diocese, after learning the ministry of a bishop on the ground as Bishop of 

Basingstoke, from many years of teaching and pastoral care in the university. The teaching of 

the Christian faith, and the preaching of the Gospel, is a commission given to the Church by 

Christ. In an age of relativism and individualism we need to remember that our faith is 

something which is not individual opinion, but is a revealed truth which transforms our lives. As 

St Paul said, ‘I handed on to you that which I also received’.  Where there have been differences 

on disputed issues, I have stood where I have because I have seen my responsibility as a bishop 

to defend the faith which I have received through the Church – the faith once delivered to the 

saints –  knowing that true discernment requires the consent of the whole Church. 

  

In the months which remain to me as your bishop, I shall continue to serve you as I have 

always endeavoured to do.  Writing this on the verge of Holy Week and Easter is a recalling of 

all of us to that transforming grace and divine life which, in Christ, entered into our human 

living and dying, that goodness of God which the Lady Julian of Norwich said was our highest 

prayer, which comes down to the very lowest part of our need. 

 

With every blessing, 

+Geoffrey Gibraltar 


