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Christmas Day is one of the loveliest times of the year. Quite probably in your family you 

were up early opening presents. In our family, colouring books were popular this year,for 

adults as well as children. It’s become fashionable for grown-ups to colour in pictures as a 

way of relaxing and being creative.  

Today, instead of the nativity story given to us by St. Luke, with its manger-birth and adoring 

shepherds, we’re directed to St. John. Luke tells us what happened on the first Christmas. 

But it is John who explains its significance. Luke outlines the story whilst John paints a 

picture.  

I don’t know about you, but this year, I have been really looking forward to Christmas. Mainly 

because 2016 has been such a difficult year. The migration crisis. Brexit and Trump. 

Terrorists attacking Brussels airport, Nice, and most recently Berlin. And the tragedy of 

Eastern Aleppo: a bombed out city with terrified civilians forced to flee their homes in a truly 

bleak mid-winter. So it’s with relief that we turn to enjoy, again, the familiar message of the 

birth of Jesus, to sing familiar carols and to take delight in traditions and memories we may 

carry from childhood.  

Is it just sheer escapism? Is Christmas just an annual opportunity to retreat for a few days 

from the nasty world of public life into the private world of family, friends and fireside 

nostalgia? Not at all! 

For a start, the goodwill and sense of family which make up even the secular ‘Christmas’ 

are surely closer to what life is really about than the brutality and ugliness which dominates 

our daily news. But more importantly, the gospel message of Jesus provides us with 

resources to give us strength and hope to last not just for the welcome holiday but for all of 

our life the whole year round.  

 ‘In the beginning’, says St. John, ‘was the Word. And the Word was with God and the Word 

was God.’ The good news, with which John’s gospel starts, is that we human beings are not 

first in the world nor alone in the world. The Word is first and has come to us. He is before 

us and with us. So, John’s prologue lifts us above history, into a mystery: the glorious 

technicolour world of God’s eternity, glory and saving purposes. John talks about the nature 

of God. He explains who Jesus is. And he announces who we can become through believing 

in him. 

In John’s Prologue, the most important affirmation about God is the last one: that God is 

Father. God is in a unique way the Father of Jesus Christ, and he seeks a warm, intimate 

relationship with all who will receive, believe and abide in him.  

Jesus is sent from God bringing light and life. He is like one torch lit from another. But the 

light is in continual tension with darkness. The darkness doesn’t understand or comprehend 

the light. But neither can it overcome the light and put it out. There is a blindness in the 

world which means that people don’t know the light when it comes. So when Jesus comes 

to his own people they receive him not.  

Yet to those who do believe, Jesus gives the power to become children of God, children of 

the same heavenly father.It has been called a ‘leap of faith’. But that makes belief in Jesus 

sound weird or irrational. We might better talk about a ‘leap of imagination’. It is about daring 



to imagine the colours in which our lives could be painted. It is about extending our minds 

to comprehend a person who embodies goodness and truth and grace.  

To put it another way, believing in Jesus is a matter of growing in relationship with the truth. 

During 2016 we dismally learnt to think of ourselves as ‘post-truth’ – a society where truth 

is simply lost in emotion and clamour and nothing can be believed. Instead, the Christmas 

gospel invites us to a relationship with the God who is truth where we can find enduring 

stability and peace.  

The final verse of John’s prologue is the climax towards which the passage is building. “The 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.” This is the astonishing 

affirmation that the God who is eternal spirit becomes man in a particular time and a 

particular place in human history. God becomes flesh – this stuff which is mortal, as we 

know so fragile, so easily damaged. 

Amongst all the Christmas gifts, this is the supreme gift – God’s greatest ever gift to the 

world. It is the gift of a person full of grace – of loveliness, goodness, graciousness – in 

contrast to the ungraciousness and ugliness into which he is born. And it is a gift, a person 

full of truth – reality, integrity, trustworthiness. In fragile flesh he comes and dwells, or literally 

he comes and ‘pitches his tent’, amongst us. And what a resonant image that is in our 

current circumstances. God who is outside space and time comes into human reality to 

transform it from within. 

The incarnation is an event which human beings have from time to time realized is of world 

changing significance. Which is why people were right to reset our Western calendar at zero 

to mark this birthday. And in our own day and in our Anglican diocese in Europe I meet 

individual Christians and churches who are inspired by their own encounter with Jesus to 

do things which make a difference. Building bridges between people of different countries, 

building friendship and understanding with people from a Muslim background, reaching out 

to strangers, helping – as this Pro-Cathedral church has done so well over the decades – 

those fleeing as refugees to find a new home We each of us have a tendency, sometimes 

called ‘sin’ to turn in on ourselves. Perversely, we often prefer darkness to light and in this 

past year the sense of darkness has seemed stronger. But today we recollect again that the 

light comes into the world in person of Jesus, that the darkness has not overcome it, and 

that the inspiration Jesus has provided to his followers continues to ensure that the light 

shines brightly.    

I wish each of you and your families a very happy Christmas. And I hope that during 2017, 

whatever the year ahead brings, God will irradiate your lives with his presence and peace. 
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