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Visit to Ljubljana

From the Editor
Dear friends,
Welcome to this Autumn issue of EA magazine.
Global leaders are gathering to discuss the future of our planet in Glasgow in
the Conference of Parties (COP-26). Anglicans worldwide are committed to
achieving climate justice. There is the saying; "Thinking globally, acting locally."
European Anglicans are playing our part on both imperatives, and last Friday,
we hosted our "Caring for our Climate" pan-diocesan event. You can read more
about our Climate efforts across the Diocese, including Bishop Robert's Advent
Appeal dedicated to support on European heatwaves and floods relief, whose
disastrous effects have been seen across Europe this year.
Over the past three months, we have thankfully been able to witness signs of
a more physical expression of church life again. We have celebrated the
ordination journeys of eleven candidates in services in Ghent, Milan, London
and Bergen and the release of video interviews with our new priests and
deacons is in this issue. Two new Canons have been collated at services in
Copenhagen and Costa Blanca. And we feature visits by Bishop Robert and
Bishop David, including their travels to Stockholm and Casablanca respectively.
You can also find updates on youth ministry, on our new Director of Readers,
and the recent Diocesan Safeguarding Conference. There is an important
new guide available on being a Churchwarden. We also publish ecumenical
features including on Switzerland, in northern Europe and profile the visit of His
Holiness Pope Francis to Budapest, with grateful thanks for stories received on
all of these developments and events.
With well over 100 stories and blogs published already this year on the
diocesan website, I see some delightfully challenging editorial decisions ahead
over the next few weeks on the contents of this year's Annual Review!
We will publish this edition of EA mag just before Christmas.
I hope you enjoy reading this issue.
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Fr Frank Hegedus visited Ljubljana in
September and shares this report:
"Slovenia is a small but beautiful and
mountainous country in South-Eastern
Europe, tucked between Hungary, Austria,
Italy, and Croatia. Think Switzerland with a
seacoast.
Ljubljana is its vibrant and tidy capital,
where there is also a small but spiritually
energetic Anglican community currently
led by The Revd Dr Taylor Denyer, fourth
from left in photo, a US Methodist minister
serving under the ecumenical canons.
As Area Dean, I visited recently and
celebrated Eucharist and Baptism with
the community for the first time since the
beginning of the pandemic. The welcome
was warm and friendly, made more so by a
large number of enthusiastic children
present. The congregation uses the
Lutheran church in Ljubljana for its services.
The community is an outreach of Christ
Church, Vienna. Members come from the
US, the UK, Canada, and of course
Slovenia."
Find out more about our congregation in
Ljubljana on their Facebook page

A new Reader in
Aquitaine
The chaplaincy in Aquitaine recently
celebrated the Licensing Service for Anne
Penfold as a Reader. They commented;
"What a blessing to gather for this very
special service at the beautiful abbey at
St Avit, Sénieu."
For photos of the service click here.

Open Monument Day in
Flanders
Ann Turner from St Boniface, Antwerp tells
us more ...
"Once a year, Flanders in Belgium
organizes an Open Monument Day just as
other countries do I believe. Last Sunday,
10 September many monuments were
open to visitors. A welcome return to some
normality after the rigours of Covid
regulations!
St Boniface Church in Antwerp has been
classified as a monument for almost twenty
years now and we are always very happy
to open our doors to the wider public. Last
Sunday, we had two fully booked tours of
our church and we’re so grateful to the
volunteers who showed the folk round and
shared their knowledge of the building, its
place in our Flemish community, and
refreshed our visitors' ideas regarding
Henry VIII and the establishment of the
Church of England.
Anglicanism has been a recognized religion
in Belgium now for 150 years and this
means we enjoy financial benefits from the
state, including financial assistance with
the upkeep of our magnificent monument.
It’s only right and proper therefore that we
open our doors to visitors on Open
Monument Day."
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ADVENT
APPEAL

There is pressure worldwide to reduce use of fossil
views and stabilise
temperature rises, and this
is what COP26 in Glasgow
is about.But as well as
addressing the causes we
also need to address the
effects of rising
temperature, as seen in
more and more extreme
weather events. Very high
rates of rainfall and very
high temperatures have a
devastating impact on the
wellbeing of people and
property, as we have seen
in our corner of the world.
The image is of the town of
Bad Neuenahr.
So my Advent Appeal this
year will be focused on
assisting agencies that
are working in these parts
of Europe, as they bring
support to those who are
affected by man-made
climate change.

Climate change is
probably the biggest
single issue facing
humanity at present
and into the future.
When I speak to Anglican
colleagues from around the
world, I hear of its impacts
in everything from
threatened islands in
Polynesia to desertification
in sub-Saharan Africa. But
this last summer, we have
been forcibly reminded that
climate change is a global
phenomenon
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that visits our own doorstep
in Europe: fires have taken
hold in Greece, Spain and
Turkey; there has been
severe and fatal flooding in
Germany, Belgium and the
Netherlands. Our chaplain in
Liège, Revd Guy Diakiese,
was among those pushing
water and mud out of the
living-rooms of neighbours.
The root causes of climate
change are now generally
acknowledged to be the
increase in greenhouse
gases generated mainly
by the human burning of
carbon.

Many of us will know the
work of Caritas
International, the Roman
Catholic agency that
sustains many varieties of
Christian relief and support
across the world; their
national agencies in Spain
and Italy will assist with
disaster relief.
Apostoli is an agency of
the Orthodox Archdiocese
of Athens. They want to
help with the schooling of
children displaced by the
fires in Greece. Our picture
shows the island of Evia,
the first to be impacted.

How you can donate
to the Bishop’s
Appeal 2021:
By cheque made out to:
Diocese in Europe (Advent
Appeal 2021)
Send to: Nick Wraight,
Diocese in Europe, 14 Tufton
Street, London SW1P 3QZ
The “Churchhelp” arm of
the Evangelical Church in
Germany was amongst the
first on the scene in the
clearing-up after the
terrible flooding in that
country.
“First Hope” is a Protestant
agency working in Turkey
to relieve the situation of
those displaced by conflict,
migration and (this summer)
the forest fires.
Imaginatively, they provide
“hygiene trailers”, so that
those who no longer have a
home have places to wash,
shower and clean clothes.

This is a very practical way
in which the whole diocese
can contribute towards the
needs of those who have
become the most
vulnerable people on our
continent. Please do
encourage your people to
give generously.

By bank transfer to:
Account number: 40317039
Sort code: 20-06-13
IBAN: GB16 BUKB 2006
1340 3170 39
Swiftbic: BUKBGB22
On the Diocese in
Europe Just Giving page
here.

Funds raised will be divided
between the different
agencies. As usual, we
invite each chaplaincy to
make its own arrangements
for collection of money
towards the Bishop’s
Appeal and then for the
local church treasurer to
forward collections to Nick
Wraight at the diocesan
office.
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what excites her about the
position, and her work with
Godly Play.
The role of Diocesan
Director of Readers
includes looking after
Readers, liaising with
university institutions for
Readers who are in training,
organising workshops and
providing pastoral care to
Readers across the diocese.

Welcome to
our new
Diocesan
Director of
Readers
We are delighted to
announce that Celia
Paterson, Reader, Church
Warden and Spiritual
Director, has been
appointed as Diocesan
Director of Readers.
Celia Paterson has been
appointed as Diocesan
Director of Readers and
took up her new position on
1 August. She spoke with
Jamie Ellis about her new
role,
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Celia’s heart for people,
pastoral care and teaching
radiates. As well as being
a Reader at St. George’s,
Madrid over the last six
to seven years, Celia is
also a Church Warden and
Spiritual Director. “Being a
Spiritual Director as well will
help me with caring for our
readers [through pastoral
care]. I like looking after
people, encouraging them
and helping them to see
where they are going,”
says Celia.
Celia has a passion for
community and hopes to
build a community of
readers across Europe
through workshops and
opportunities where
readers can spend quality
time with one another.
“I think it is very important
to help Readers feel like
they are part of a group,
community,” says Celia,
“…that they are heard and
that people understand the
importance of the work

Readers are doing in many
places. That is something
which makes me really
keen to do [the role]”.
Celia brings to her new role
gifts as both teacher and
trainer.
She worked in teaching
prior to retirement. She
taught a variety of ages
and contexts from Primary
School to teaching English
as a foreign language across
all ages. Celia has been
centrally involved in Godly
Play, the children’s
spirituality initiative in the
Diocese in Europe.
Godly Play is an approach
which helps children
discover their spirituality;
based on principles of
independence, viewing
children as naturally eager
for knowledge and nurturing
their ability to discover who
God is. Through this role,
Celia has trained many
people across many ages.
You can read more about
Godly Play here.
“I think all of these things
will help to prepare me for
what I shall be doing now;
working with people,
teaching people and caring
for them as well,” says
Celia.

Called to be a
Churchwarden?

Dear Chaplains, Readers, PCC Secretaries and
Churchwardens,
I am very pleased to attach a copy of a new document setting
out the roles of churchwardens in the Diocese in Europe. The
role of a churchwarden is an ancient office in the Church of
England. In the Diocese in Europe the exact nature of the role
needs to be adapted to suit our various contexts. This is the
first time we have had an authoritative and accessible guide
to this important role in our Diocese. It takes its place
alongside a number of important guides to chaplaincy life
which have been commissioned and produced in recent
months.
I am greatly indebted to Dr. Clare Amos for writing this Guide
and to all who have participated in reviewing it.
I very much hope the Guide will be widely used and
consulted.
I commend it to you.
With warm good wishes,
Yours in the service of Christ,

If you are a Reader, Reader
in training or curious about
exploring becoming a
Reader, Celia would be glad
to hear from you. You can
contact Celia via email here.
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Journeys to
Ordination 2021
From youth work, joining
the EU institutions, being a
former teacher, night shifts
on the Madrid metro to
ordained ministry, our
ordinands this Summer
share their unique and
extraordinary journeys to
ordination.

Watch, read and browse
other ordiantion stories by
clicking the below links:

This summer, we celebrated
the ordinations of eleven
new priests and deacons
in Milan, Ghent, London
and Bergen. Coming from
chaplaincies spread across
the diocese, each ordinand
has a unique story to tell
and different passions in
ministry.

Bishop David ordains new
deacon at The Queen’s
Chapel of the Savoy - Latest
News

See how God has worked
within the lives of the
Diocese in Europe’s new
priests and deacons on their
road to ordination. Watch
their Journeys to Ordination
video here. You can read
their full stories in the
Summer edition of
European Anglicans.

On Sunday 26 September
we celebrated the
ordination to the priesthood
of The Revd Kirk Weisz in
Bergen. Kirk was ordained
by Bishop David, and the
sermon was preached by
Archdeacon Leslie Nathaniel
at the service where over 50
people were able to gather
in person.

Do you feel God may be
calling you to ordained
ministry or becoming a
reader in the Diocese in
Europe? Please get in touch
with the diocese.
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Journeys to Ordination 2021
(video)
New priest ordained in
Bergen (Latest News)

Ordinations in Ghent and
Milan - Latest News

Kirk Weisz

Kirk serves as curate at the
Anglican Chaplaincy of
Norway. Ahead of
ordination, Kirk said: “I feel
committed. When we
commit ourselves

to something like being
ordained, there is a sense of
freedom in that this is what
God has called me to and
I am ready, I am prepared.
There is a sense of being
ready to get going and
celebrate communion!
There isn’t any other type
of work that I would rather
be doing and I feel blessed
in that”.
Bishop David said:
“Father Kirk and the
members of his
congregation have
demonstrated
extraordinary patience in
waiting for covid-19
restrictions to relax between
Norway and UK in order for
this ordination to proceed.

It was a joyful gathering in
the historic 12th century
Marienkirke with a
combined choir from
the Cathedral and the
Chaplaincy. Several priests
from the Church of Norway
assisted me with the laying
on of hands, in a very visible
sign of the communion
between the Church of
Norway and the Church of
England, brought about by
the Porvoo Agreement.
The Porvoo Agreement is
25 years old this year, and is
a testimony to the esteem
with which his ministry is
held by our sister Church."

Glen Ruffle
On 18 July, the feast day
of St. Elizabeth of Russia,
Bishop David conducted the
ordination service for Glen
Ruffle. Glen was made
deacon in the historic
setting of The Queen’s
Chapel of the Savoy in
London.
The chapel, located in the
City of Westminster, is
owned by the Duchy of
Lancaster, and as such is a
Royal Peculiar, outwith the
jurisdiction of a bishop, but
under that of the reigning
monarch. The church is the
chapel of the Royal
Victorian Order.
A pioneer for women’s
ministry, St. Elizabeth
attempted, nearly
succeeding, in reviving the
ancient order of deacons

for women in the Russian
Church in 1909, as The
Revd Canon William
Gulliford related in his
sermon, concluding that
“had she done so she
would be remembered
for one of the boldest
ecumenical moves of the
early twentieth century. Her
name though is hallowed
with all the martyrs, for
holding firm to the end”.
You can read William’s
sermon here and discover
more about St. Elizabeth of
Russia here.
Speaking ahead of his
ordination, Glen
commented: “St Andrew’s,
Moscow is a really amazing
place because the nations
of the world are literally
gathered here and they are
united in faith.”Glen is
excited to help develop
more work with the young
people, meditative prayer,
and ecumenical
relationships.
Bishop David said:
“It was a joy to ordain
another deacon this year

to serve in the Diocese in
Europe. It was an added
privilege to conduct this
service in the historic
setting of The Queen’s
Chapel of the Savoy,
possibly the first time it has
witnessed an ordination
service in its centuries-old
history. Fittingly, we
commemorated the feast
of St. Elizabeth of Russia on
18 July for Glen’s ordination,
as he prepares to serve
our chaplaincy in Moscow.
Furthermore, holding the
service in England, before
Glen departs later this year
for Moscow, enabled also
the presence of
representatives of the
Russia Company, which,
since 1555 has maintained
an interest in supporting
the Church of England’s
presence in Russia.”
You can find out more
‘Journeys to Ordination
2021’, featuring all our
ordination candidates this
year who are now deacons
or priests in the diocese.
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At the summit, I was invited
to bless the Chaplaincy
which extends South as far
as you can see (towards
Alicante airport) and north as
far as you can see (towards
Valencia airport). I recalled
how many significant biblical
encounters with God took
place on mountain tops. And
I was glad to pronounce the
Aaronic blessing over the
people of the chaplaincy.
2021 happens to be the
50th anniversary of the
founding of the Chaplaincy
of Costa Blanca, and there
was surely no better way to
mark the occasion!

Collation of Marcus Ronchetti
From Bishop Robert’s blog:
The historic seaside resort
of Calpe lies roughly
centrally along the coast
of the Chaplaincy of Costa
Blanca, and is home to the
Senior Chaplain, The Revd.
Marcus Ronchetti. The
city’s dominant geographical
feature is the great
limestone rock of Calpe.
Marcus had the idea of
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inviting the bishop to begin
his visit by scaling the rock.
This is quite a challenging
walk. The path is in two
parts. A broad track goes
as far as a tunnel. The path
inside the tunnel is well
polished and slippery.
Beyond the tunnel, it is a
case of climbing and
scrambling to the summit.

This was the first time I
had needed my mountain
boots for a chaplaincy visit.
Marcus told me that he had
long had a fear of heights,
but had rather recently
managed to conquer it.
If he had any such fear, it
certainly was not in
evidence on our walk, which
gave new meaning to the
diocesan motto “walking
together in faith”.

All of this made for an
excellent ‘warm up act’
to the business of licensing
and collating Marcus as
a Canon of the Cathedral
Chapter of the Diocese in
Europe. This was done,
safely back at ground level,
in a different kind of attire,
in a Eucharistic service
in the beautiful Roman
Catholic Church of Our
Lady of Mercy, which is the
Chaplaincy’s Calpe worship
centre.
Marcus has been a priest
for 40 years. He has given
10 years of ministry to this
Chaplaincy. He loves his
work, and the joy he finds
in it is reflected by the huge
appreciation that his people
express for his ministry.
Costa Blanca is a large
chaplaincy with multiple
worship centres, and

“My hope and prayer
for this Chaplaincy is
that ‘Costa Blanca at
50’ will be a
community where
people are growing in
Christian character
as they open
themselves to the
purifying and
nurturing activity of
the Holy Spirit. “
Marcus leads a big team of
Permission to Officiate
clergy as well as talented
and committed lay leaders.
Beyond the Chaplaincy
itself, Marcus has a
particular area of ministry
as a presenter and DJ with
the Pure Gold radio station,
broadcasting to the Costas
(and the world) on 94.1 FM.
This is a great work of
outreach bringing the gospel
in an accessible way to
many who do not attend
church. It is a ministry

that has been particularly
important during times of
lockdown.
Costa Blanca is dedicated to
the Holy Spirit, which makes
it a Pentecostal Parish. In
my sermon, I invited the
congregation to reflect on
the work of the Holy Spirit
in animating our prayers, in
guiding us through life, and
in generating the fruit of a
beautiful character. My hope
and prayer for this
Chaplaincy is that ‘Costa
Blanca at 50’ will be a
community where people
are growing in Christian
character as they open
themselves to the purifying
and nurturing activity of the
Holy Spirit. St. Paul writes:
‘when one member is
honoured, all rejoice
together’. This ceremony of
collation was indeed a real
opportunity for rejoicing,
after a long and anxious
period of living with
Covid-19. It was a great joy
to be together, to worship
together, and in the evening
to party together.
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Collation of Smitha Prasadam
Tempo del Creato is the
Time of Creation. As we
celebrated Creationtide
in the month of October,
Cathie Alexander,
churchwarden at St.
Leonard's in Assisi, shared
with us this story on the
Tempo del Creato service of
ecumenical prayer.
Our mission in Assisi has
always been to welcome
pilgrims to an Anglican
Eucharist in the heart of
the city of St. Francis and
St. Clare. St. Francis was
the patron saint of animals,
merchants and ecology - a
reminder of our duty to care
for the animals in creation
as we celebrate Creationtide
and put our celebrations into
action all year round.

On Friday 24 September, we celebrated
the collation of Smitha Prasadam. Smitha
was collated as a canon of the Cathedral
Chapter of the diocese. Bishop Robert held
the service who said that the Canonry was
an honour which belongs to us all.
Smitha is currently the chaplain at St.
Alban’s in Copenhagen. Previously a
teacher, Smitha Previously a teacher,
Smitha highlights the significance to her
of being appointed the chair of St. Catherine
of Siena: “It is just amazing!
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What an honour [to be made canon] and
to be installed in the seat of St. Catherine
of Siena. Catherine of Siena was known
for her teaching, for her discipleship and
very steadfast faith and I think; ‘what big
shoes I’ll be filling’, in a way, with her as an
inspiration.”
You can watch Smitha’s collation service
here. You can read more about our two new
Canons, Marcus and Smitha, here.

Our chaplains come on a
monthly rotation from all
over the world. The
wardens and treasurer work
closely with Brother
Benedict, SSF Minister
Provincial, who organises
the rotation. Thanks to
Monsignore Domenico
Sorrentino, the Roman
Catholic Bishop of
Assisi, and Marina Zola, the
ecumenical officer, we have
strong links with the
Catholic Diocese.

Future visitors to the Church of St Leonard's
in Assisi will be amazed by a major
restoration to the frescoes on the street
facade completed during the Pandemic.

We regularly host one of
the evenings of the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity,
and each year we join in the
Tempo del Creato (Time of
Creation) service of
ecumenical prayer. This year
at the tranquil Santuario
della Madonna dei Tre Fossi,
the focus of the service
was on ‘few words, much
silence, and song’. I invited
everyone to unite in a
four-minute contemplation,
focusing on a natural object
as an expression of the
creative mind of God.
Church members then sang
in English "All creatures of
our God and King" based on
the Canticle of the
creatures.
Future visitors to the Church
of St Leonard's in Assisi will
be amazed by a major
restoration to the frescoes
on the street facade
completed during the
Pandemic. The frescoes
date from 1429 and you
can read about them in our
quarterly newsletter called
Assisi Outlook which now
reaches over 1000 email
addresses of past pilgrims
and visitors. Anyone who
would like to have access to
these or be

on our mailing list can email
our publishing editor Gordon
Trigg on assisi.anglicans@
gmail.com and ask for Nos
56 and 58. You can read the
latest edition here.
To keep updated and learn
more about St. Leonard’s in
Assisi, you may follow their
Facebook page here.

St. Leonard’s in Assisi
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CARING
FOR OUR
CLIMATE
On 29 October, the diocese
hosted a pan-diocesan
eco-event “Caring for our
Climate.”where we made
pledges on how we could
indiviudally care for our
climate.
Bishop Robert gave an
address about climate care
highlighting three I’s; I,
Institution and Innovation.
Helen Stephens gave a
message exploring how
churches can act on a global
level and the A Rocha
Eco-Church Awards.
Zelie Peppiette spoke about
the EU green deal and our
missional responsibility as
Christians to get practically
involved with the climate
pact.
The event conculded as we
listened to a live
performance from Sing2G7
soloist Mmeso Mba.
Watch the full event here.
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Caring for Our
Climate in the
Algarve
We don’t need small
change, we need big
change… everyone needs
to get stuck in and everyone
can help in their own way,”
says Chris. Tricia and Chris
Wells from the Algarve
share how they became
inspired to care for our
climate and how small
change can make a big
difference.”
Tricia and Chris Wells in
Praia da Luz have embarked
on a mission to make their
lives greener. We spoke
with them before “Caring
for our Climate” on 29
October to find out more
about their passion for
creation. St. Vincent’s in
Praia da Luz has been
awarded A Rocha’s Bronze
Eco Church Award.
You can find out more about
eco-church here.
“After the high tide
sifting the sand, what
looked to be pristine
sand, and seeing how
many small particles
of plastic there were,
that really triggered it
for me,” says Tricia,
recounting how
her passion to help
care for our climate
emerged.

Change for the
Always involved with local
initiatives that A Rocha
were doing in her area, it
was this particular beach
clean survey that sparked a
passion to do more for the
environment.
Chris became really
interested in 2016. A former
doctor, Chris felt he was
too busy to help the planet.
“My daughters have always
said ‘Daddy, you should be
greener’. I said ‘I’m busy, I
am doing medicine,
I am saving the world that
way.’ And then I had the
time and I realised.” Chris
also became involved with
some of A Rocha’s climate
projects. “I was inspired by
A Rocha really, I think to find
a Christian organisation that
was interested in ecology.
[My passion] just grew from
that really!”

World
"I was sitting in church in
April and I got a very distinct
steer, which I feel is from
the Holy Spirit, saying
'collect change, Chris,
you've got to make a
change,'" says Chris.
"I thought we can get the
small change from
people. That’s where we
got Change for the World...

We don't need small
change, we need big
change."
In a project called Change
for the World, Charlie the
change machine has been
counting small change for
green projects across the
world. As funds have gone
down during the Pandemic,
the chaplaincy in the Algarve
have asked people to collect
small change.
Eighty percent of the
worlds’ resources are used
by twenty percent of the
worlds’ population. Most
often, people in developing
countries are most affected
by climate change disasters.
Change collected is going
towards sustainability projects, distributing resources
from wealthy nations to
low-income nations. Fifty
percent is going towards
fulfilling an urgent need and
fifty percent

,
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is going towards
building a green
future in
sustainability
projects, such as:
•
Enabling those in low
income countries to
have a sustainable living
•
Conserving and
replanting forests
•
Educating 		
communities in
conservation of green
space
•
Educating communities
in conservation of water
•
Reducing plastic usage
worldwide
•
Reducing the world's
carbon footprint
Do you have small change
in the back of your sofa, or
in the car? Would you like
to collect small change in
your chaplaincy? You can
donate your small change to
Change for the World here.
Chris and Tricia have a heart
to take the eco-church out
of the church building and
into people’s homes so the
whole church family can
be an eco-church. They
have developed an online
survey called “How Green
are You?”. You can take the
survey here.
“We’re in a beautiful
position in the Algarve. I
came out of church this
morning and we’ve got the
sea in front of us.

It's beautiful, and you
come out and the sun's
out, I'm looking out... then
I think the sea could be
full of plastic. So as soon
as I think that, I am driven
to go back and look at
what I am doing to help",
says Chris.
"It's something that I
instinctively know inside
myself, that we can't
ignore, because we have
made ourselves aware.
It's not going away,"
says Tricia. “It's such a
massive thing, we in our
small way have to keep
plugging away at this, we
have to keep trying".
"Of course you can pray,
so everybody needs to
pray for this. Everyone
needs to pray that we are
successful in everything
we do for our planet: for
eco-church, for change for
the world, for Fair Trade,
for A Rocha. We need to
pray for them and all the
prayers count as well."
If you would like to be
involved with Change for
the World in your
chaplaincy, you can email
Chris Wells. Find out
more about St. Vincent's
Anglican Church here.
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of offering support and
training to people working
with young people across
the diocese. This group
continues to meet two to
three times a year to
discuss training
opportunities. This happens
through network meetings
where they can interact
with peers from different
chaplaincies and settings.

Young People’s
Network

By The Revd Iain Bendrey:
When talking about young
people in church, I am often
told that ‘they are the future
of the church, we must
encourage them to stay’.
My usual response is ‘no,
they are the church, now,
in its present form.’ If we
don’t nurture young people,
help them grow in their faith
and relationship with God,
give them boldness to
proclaim the gospel
amongst their peers, then
the current crisis facing the
Church of England, with a
shortage of ministers will
likely
continue.
In the Chelmsford Diocese,
where I was a youth
champion and vocation
advisor, it was very easy
for groups of young people
from neighbouring churches
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to get together, to worship
together and encourage
each other. That is not
possible in the Diocese
in Europe considering the
geography. Here in Portugal,
our neighbouring church is
3 hours away! So getting
together is not
straightforward.

not just youth workers but
the youth themselves. A
high percentage identified
potential leaders in their
chaplaincies who could take
on some role in the church
at a later date, showing
an interest in some form
of programme that would
support this.

Yet, the recent survey sent
out to chaplaincies, which
received 121 responses,
indicates that sixty-five
percent of chaplaincies
identify youth as a priority.
Around sixty percent
indicated that Covid had a
negative impact on their
work with young people.

In 2017, a network group
was established, with the
help of Richard Bromley
from ICS, to explore ways

We have offered training
in Godly Play and explored
how Zoom has been used
to work with young people
across the diocese. We also
hope to hold Diocesan-wide
events for our young people
such as Youth Alpha. Not
only supporting young
people with their faith but
allowing them to engage
with others from across the
diocese.

We may also explore the
possibility of a Youth Synod
and a growing church
leaders programme. Once
circumstances allow, we
may try and get young
people from across the vast
continent of Europe
together at an event such
as at Taizé or something
similar.
We have two main ways
to support those who work
with young people:
•
•

Young People’s Section
on the Diocese in
Europe website.
Facebook group,
CONNECT.

It is really important we
support and encourage
those who work with our
young people, as well as
nurture our young people
themselves. We hope this
will develop positively over
the next few years.
If you work with young
people in the Diocese in
Europe and would like to be
in contact with the Young
People’s Network, you can
contact Iain Bendrey at
assistantchaplain@
lisbonanglicans.
Youth Resources - Diocese
in Europe (anglican.org)
CONNECT | Facebook
Godly Play and Children’s
Spirituality - Latest News
(anglican.org)

We need to nurture
young people, help
them grow in their
faith & relationship
The same survey indicated
with God and give
that over sixty percent of
them boldness to
chaplaincies would value
additional training in working proclaim the gospel
with young people and the
amongst their peers.
opportunity to network -
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Bishop Robert highlighted
he was “distressed by
pictures of some EU
countries building or
reinforcing walls” in the
year that marked the 70th
anniversary of the United
Nations’ Refugee
Convention. European
Church leaders urge
governments to provide
shelter.

Afghanistan
Bishop Robert had
supported calls for safe
humanitarian corridors,
empathy, support,
hospitality and welcome for
refugees from Afghanistan.
He particularly highlighted
international co-operation to
protect rights of refugees in
an updated statement to the
Church Times on
1 September.
“We are all shocked at the
tragic scenes that have
unfolded in recent weeks in
Afghanistan, with thousands
of people desperately
fleeing for their lives,”
Bishop Robert said.
“I very much hope empathy
and support will extend to
a practical desire across
Europe to offer hospitality
and welcome.”
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Bishop Robert continued:
“It is the basis for
international co-operation
to ensure the rights of

refugees are respected
and protected. The biblical
imperative to welcome the
stranger applies today as
much as ever.”
Also encouraging
international co-operation,
Revd Dr Ioan Sauca,
acting general secretary
of the World Council of
Churches, encouraged
“global, multinational
dialogue and co-operation”
to “transform the world by
meeting the concrete needs
of others”.
The Pope and ecumenical
charities have urged key
players to promote human
rights and show solidarity
to women and children in
particular. Charities have
also launched emergency
appeals as more
humanitarian support is
needed to help those
fleeing Afghanistan.

Toolkit for
supporting Afghan
Refugees by The
Church of England

The Church of England has
issued a Toolkit for
supporting Afghan
Refugees if you are
feeling called to help Afghan
refugees and those seeking
asylum. Rt Revd Paul Butler,
Lead Bishop for Refugees
and Asylum says;
“God’s call on God’s people
has always been to
welcome the stranger and
help provide for them. So
here is a fresh opportunity
to live out this calling. It
has to be very practical;
hence this toolkit. It is not a
quick short term response
that is most needed but
a willingness to befriend
families and support them
for the long haul. It is also
a call to stand up for justice
and advocate for the most
vulnerable.This pack helps
guides us through how we
can do this well.”

Bishop Robert previously
called on the EU, its
Member States and other
key players to do all they
can to support the people of
Afghanistan who are
imperilled at this time.
Speaking to the Church
Times ahead of an EU
foreign ministers’ discussion
on 17 August, following the
fall of Kabul to the newly
resurgent Taliban regime,
Bishop Robert said:
“As we see thousands upon
thousands of men,
women and children who
are daily and desperately
fleeing Afghanistan by
whatever means they can
from the newly resurgent
Taliban regime, we are
looking at a renewed and
grave humanitarian
catastrophe. There are
already over 4.5 million
displaced Afghans who are
mainly in the region.
I believe the EU, its
Member States and other
key players should do all
they can to support the

people of Afghanistan
who are imperilled at this
time, and especially those
who have made such huge
sacrifices to promote
freedom from oppression
and violence, freedom of
expression, education,
justice and human rights,
especially for women.
I join Christian brothers and
sisters across the world
in prayer for the people of
Afghanistan.” The
Archbishop of Canterbury
addressed the House of
Lords on 18 August. The
Archbishop said this
situation was about
morals rather than numbers
when welcoming refugees,
highlighting the words of an
Afghan refugee who is now
a UK citizen, who said “
families in such times of
trouble belong together”.
He also highlighted the need
to support Pakistan as it
faces the prospect of
refugees fleeing across the
border from Afghanistan
and added “we must renew
commitment to freedom of
religion and belief
everywhere, a point not
much mentioned so far.
That will count in Pakistan
and Afghanistan for
Christians and religious
communities such as Shia,
Hindus, Jains, Ahmadis and
Sikhs.”

Pope Francis has urged that
solutions may be found in
order for people in
Afghanistan to return to
their homes and live in
peace.

The Roman Catholic
charitable
organisation, Saint’
Egidio, has called for
humanitarian
corridors
across Europe saying;
“For Afghanistan, we need
to follow the path of
humanitarian aid. Italy has
the instrument of
humanitarian corridors that
we hope can be applied at
European level."
Before the attacks at Kabul
Airport on 26 August, G7
leaders issued a statement
on the latest crisis situation
in Afghanistan. The
statement included
references to safeguarding
the human rights of all
Afghans, particularly
women, children, and
ethnic and religious
minorities and allowing
unhindered and
unconditional humanitarian
access. G7 leaders also
called on “all parties in
Afghanistan to work in good
faith to establish an
inclusive and representative
government, including
with the meaningful
participation of women
and minority groups.”
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Civic recognition, ecumenical
warmth, and joyful noise mark
the blessing of the extended
Church in Casablanca
From Bishop David’s blog:
It is not very often in the
Church of England that we
have to expand a church
building in order to
accommodate a growing
worshipping congregation.
The fact that this should
also happen in a country
which is officially Muslim
adds to the rarity of such an
occasion. That is precisely
what has happened in St
John the Evangelist Church
in Casablanca.
St John's has been home to
Anglicans and other English
speaking foreign Christians
since 1906. In recent years
the numbers of Christian
migrants from all over the
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world has increased in this,
the largest city in Morocco.
Under the then Chaplain of
St John’s, the Revd Canon
Dr Medhat Sabry, a plan
was developed to build a
community centre as a first
phase, which was opened 2
years ago.
The next phase was the extension of the actual church
building, including the
construction of a balcony, to
be able to almost double the
capacity for attendance at
services. The historic church
is considered to be part of
the patrimony of the city of
Casablanca, so great care
was taken to preserve its
character, in and out.

Canon Medhat is now the
Chaplain of St George’s
Madrid, but remains the
Area Dean of Morocco and
the Canary Islands, and was
able to return to witness
the dedication of the new,
extended building. It was
a joy to welcome Canon
Medhat back to Casablanca
to see the fruit of much of
his efforts. Alongside him,
were Fr Virgilio Fernandez,
a priest from the Iglesia
Filipina Independiente who
is the locum priest in St
John’s (thanks to support
from USPG) and Fr Dennis
Obidiegwu, the Chaplain
of St Andrew’s in Tangier.
Among the growing sector
of the congregation in
St John's are Filipino
migrants, hence the
appointment of a Filipino
priest to assist with the care
for this community.
The dedicatiom of the
extension happened over
two days last weekend. On
Saturday 19 September the
civic ceremony was held
when we could give thanks
to the collaboration we have
received from the Moroccan
authorities to be able to
implement our plans.
Among the dignitaries in
attendance were HE the
Governor of the Prefecture
of Casablanca, the Colonel
of the Moroccan Armed
Forces Auxilliary for the
region, members of the
Moroccan architectural/
project team and Heads of

Mission and other diplomats
from the UK, US and
Liberian Embassies.
One of the more famous
parishioners at St John’s
was General George Patten
of the US Army (pictured
below), who commended
much of the Mediterranean
theatre in WWII from
Casablanca. He gave a
new pulpit as a gift to the
Church.
HE Cardinal Cristobal
Lopez, the Archbishop of
Rabat, and a close friend of
Anglicans in Morocco made
a keynote address at the
official ceremony, noting the
good news when a Christian
community has to enlarge
its premises. Speaking in
French, he said:

“In recent years
numerous persons
have arrived in
Morocco from many
African countries;
among them are
Christians who seek
to join us and who
give life, joy,
enthusiasm and
rhythm to our
communities.

He reminded us that it is not
the number of Christians
that count, but the quality
of our life, how we respond
to the questions we face
at the last examination by
Christ, when he asks when
we saw him hungry and fed
him, thirsty and gave him
to drink, naked and clothed
him and sick and in prison
and visited him. The
Cardinal also challenged us
that if we as Church can find
the means and the funding
to better our physical plant,
"to care for dead stones",
surely we can find what
is necessary to assist the
living stones who are our
brothers and sisters.
On Sunday 19 September
the celebrations continued,
this time a Christian liturgy
for the rehallowing of the
Church, the blessing of new
stained glass windows, and
the baptism and
confirmation of many
new "living stones".
The Sunday liturgy was
lively, and colourful,
beginning with a procession
around the Church for the
blessing of the building,
African music, and general
liturgical (and joyful) chaos!
Absolutely splendid - a
people's liturgy in the
truest sense.

This is a reason for us to
give thanks to God, who
sends us brothers and
sisters, so we do not have
to go looking for them!”
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Pope Francis visits Budapest
By Fr. Frank Hegedüs:
The day the Pope came
calling in Budapest dawned
bright and sunny, a perfect
autumn day; the sort of
weather English-speaking
people call an Indian
summer. The type which
the Hungarians for some
reason call Old Ladies'
summer. The event was
extremely well attended
with over 100,000 people
on the streets of ‘Pest’ .
Security was tight,
organisation was a bit
chaotic; but the spirit and
high energy of the crowds
was palpable. Young and
old, Hungarians and visitors,
laity and clergy, were all
united in a shared sense of
excitement and goodwill.
Following a meeting with
both the President and
Prime Minister of Hungary,
the Pope met with our
interfaith and ecumenical
delegation in a spacious hall
of the Hungarian Museum
of Fine Arts, a suitable
venue for such an occasion,
I thought, bringing together
as does every good
museum past and present,
peoples and nations,
cultures and societies.
I noted high above the Pope
on a pilaster the Latin
motto, ars longa, vita brevis.
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Life may be short,
but what we do to
bring people together
in beauty and
holiness lasts a long
time indeed.
Following greetings from
Jewish community
leaders and the president of
the Ecumenical Council of
Churches in Hungary, Pope
Francis spoke eloquently
of the famed Chain Bridge,
which spans the Danube
at Budapest, as a symbol
of our aspirations for unity
in faith and purpose. The
bridge, he said, does not so
much harden the City into
one mass as it brings
together Pest and Buda into
a sense of oneness,
allowing each half of the
City its own identity and
distinctiveness. So it must
be among people of
religious faith, suggested
the Pope.
He also cited writings of the
tragic young Jewish
Hungarian poet, Miklós
Rádnoti, a Holocaust
victim in Hungary during
the 1940s. Flowers are
important, said the Pope in
paraphrasing from Rádnoti’s
writings, but so are roots.

And sometimes it is
important for us to
remember and honour our
common spiritual roots.
I had the privilege of
greeting the Pope
personally on behalf of our
Saint Margaret's
community and shaking
his hand. I told him of our
prayers and hopes for him
and his ministry. He smiled
warmly at mention of our
Anglican community and
tapped me on the arm.
Representing our broader

Anglican community at this
special event is an honour
I shall never forget.
The celebration of mass
was the closing event of
the International Eucharistic
Congress and was held on
the expansive Hosök Tere,
or Heroes Square, adjacent
to the Museum.
By midday, the sun was
unusually bright and hot,
though white hats and sun
umbrellas were thoughtfully
provided, turning the vast
throngs into a sea of papal
white.

The music was a
wonderful combination of
ancient chant and more
contemporary hymnody
from a variety of traditions.
There is coverage of the
Papal Visit to Budapest
and Slovakia on the Vatican
News website.
You can find out more about
Saint Margaret’s here.
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North-West
Europe
Synod meets
in Drongen
By Archdeacon Sam Van
Leer:
Gathered at Drongen Abbey,
Ghent over the weekend of
7-9 October, the North-West
Europe Archdeaconry held
their Synod focussed on
Climate Care, Racial Justice
and Stewardship.
Archdeacon Sam Van Leer
shares with us highlights
from the Synod.
The last couple of years
have isolated many, so
gathering both in person and
online for our Archdeaconry
Synod was a blessing.
On Thursday’s Quiet Day,
we reflected on the
unexpected growth of the
Kingdom of God in light of
Mark 4:26-29, and produced
creative artwork using
leaves and seeds we’d
picked up outside while
pondering God’s Harvest.
Creation Care and Racial
Justice was the focus of
Synod this year. Andrew
Caspari joined us online
to inspire us on Church
Stewardship. All three vital
topics in improving our care
for God’s creatures and
creations.
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Revd Dr Dave Bookless
from A Rocha International
gave us brilliant insight on

climate change and our
Christian calling to respond.
Zélie Peppiette, who
worked for the EU
Commission on
Agricultural Development,
shared wisdom and
practical, eco-friendly
guidance on how to change
what we do.
Revd Pat Jackson,
Co-Founder of Interwoven
Congregations, an
interchurch anti-racism
initiative in the US, got us
thinking about ethnic
prejudice, how to address
it and seek reconciliation.
Revd Canon Smitha
Prasadam, Chaplain in
Copenhagen, zoomed in
from her own Nordic and
Baltic Deanery gathering in
Helsinki to share her own
experiences in ministry
and the robust work on
the Breathing Life report
on Racial Justice. Sandra
Sue coordinated a plenary
conversation prompting
meaningful feedback,
sharing of pain and
constructive perspectives
for making progress.
We had the opportunity to
learn about three further
features of our Archdeaconry work: Living in Love
and Faith, led by the Revd
Prof Jack McDonald; the
rejuvenation of our twinning
link with Luweero Diocese
in Uganda, presented by
the Revd Geoff Read; and
Moira Hogg shared latest
Safeguarding news, online
training and DASHBOARD.

We had the pleasure of
welcoming Bishop Robert
and Helen Innes to our
delicious festive dinner on
Friday evening. After that,
Bishop Robert spoke to us
about the Church’s resilient
life in the face of crises
these past years (economic,
Covid, climate…). Before
Compline, we had our
much-loved Pub Quiz,
prepared by Heather Roy
and run by the Revd Ruan
Crew.
On Saturday, we held our
business meetings – for the
Netherlands, the
Belgium-Luxembourg
Deaneries, and the
Archdeaconry. We
conducted a special election
to fill a vacant clergy seat
from NW Europe on
Diocesan Synod. The Revd
Grant Crowe of All Saints,
Amersfoort was duly
elected.
Though busy as ever, Synod
was enveloped in prayer
and worship, with Morning
Prayer and Compline in the
Abbey Chapel each day, and
concluding with a Eucharist
on Saturday, all coordinated
by the Revd Canon John
Wilkinson.
We give thanks that our
time of collective prayer,
fellowship and attention to
the fourth and fifth Marks
of Mission was possible.
We pray for God’s guidance
in continuing our calling to
grow.

Italy and
Malta Synod
By Archdeacon
David Waller:
In the sunny south of the
diocese, the Archdeaconry
of Italy and Malta held its
annual Synod on 22 and
23 September. After some
careful consideration earlier
in the year, the standing
committee decided to play
it safe and go for an online
Synod for the second year
running; the previous year´s
version had gone so well!
Our theme was ´Our hope
in Christ’. Bishop John
Pritchard (ex of Oxford) led
us through two very
powerful Bible studies on
each of the two morning
gatherings. His calm but
profoundly insightful way
of looking at the scriptures
was much appreciated as
we studied the Wedding
feast at Cana and the
Woman with a Hemorrhage.
Bishop John led us into
looking at our hope in the
context of the world and our
hope in our personal lives.
We were fortunate to have
as one of our speakers our
own lead Bishop. Bishop
David, who as an opener,
told that it was always a
draw to have a Bishop

talking about sex! To be
more precise, Bishop David
led us through the history of
the debates about human
sexuality within the Church
of England drawing together
the many different legal,
conciliar and
experiential sources that
continue to contribute to
this debate. The session
was in the light of the
current Church of England
initiative ´Living in Love and
Faith´, and was an
encouragement to
Chaplaincies to use and
study the material that has
been provided.
To be more precise, Bishop
David led us through the
history of the debates about
human sexuality within the
Church of England drawing
together the many different
legal, conciliar and
experiential sources that
continue to contribute to
this debate. The session
was in the light of the
current Church of England
initiative ´Living in Love and
Faith´, and was an
encouragement to
Chaplaincies to use and
study the material that has
been provided.
Living in Love and Faith |
The Church of England

Our worship, morning
prayer and evening prayer
was all led ´in house´ by
various chaplains, Readers
and lay people. Jules Cave
Bergquist (Naples) and Rob
Warren (Rome) also gave us
a short homily each
morning, helping to set the
scene for the day and to
give us something to reflect
on.
On Thursday afternoon we
held a proper debate with
four ten-minute
contributions from different
perspectives all on the idea
of ´Our Hope in Christ´ given that we are emerging
form the Covid19 pandemic.
Synod members took part
in breakout groups and the
results of the discussion
were recorded.
Tony Dickinson led his
traditional quiz on
Wednesday evening as a
bit of lighter entertainment,
although participants did say
that many of the questions
were rather hard this year!
The Synod closed on
Thursday with Archdeacon
David giving an address
and then leading us all in
evening prayer.
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Nordic Baltic Synod
From Bishop David’s blog:
In these days when "setting
God's people free" is a
phrase used in Church of
England programmes, the
Synod of the Nordic and
Baltic Deanery met in a
place which was a prison
from 1749 to 2002!
Katajanokka reopened as a
hotel in 2007 and provided a
very congenial venue for the
clergy and laity from Iceland
to Estonia to meet for
prayer, deliberation, decision
and community from 7 to
10 October. Far from feeling
imprisoned, the Synod was
a time when we felt a
liberation from the
necessary contraints of the
past year and a half.
Clergy and laity shared
much of what has been
learned in the past 18
months, including,
obviously, how services but
also educational work such
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as confirmation preparation
and certain kinds of
meetings such as Church
Council can be conducted
online, how there is a
greater awareness of the
vulnerable in our
communities and how
creative ways of continuing
routine activities can be
explored, such as Youth
Club in the forest.
We also have emerged from
lockdown with a greater
awareness of the
environmental challenges
facing our planet and how
our Church life must adjust
to help us address this
emergency. The clergy had
an unexpected opportunity
to stand in solidarity with
a group of Finnish people
witnessing outside one of
the government buildings to
the urgency of the climate
emergency, a moment of
joint witness which was
appreciated by the
demonstrators.

So, many good things have
happened during the
lockdowns, but
nevertheless there was a
widespread feeling of how
much in community life of
the Church has suffered.
Everyone commented on
the joy of being able to
gather physically for the
synod; the sense of
thanksgiving was palpable.
Fr Amos Manga of the
White Nile congregation in
Finland summed up much
of what was on our minds
and hearta by saying “God
has been at work in this
coronavirus time. We have
learnd about fear and how
to overcome it, and
pondered once again on life,
death, importance of
community and the dangers
of isolated individualism”.
He concluded with the
hopeful words, “We are
alive!”

This is the 25th
anniversary of the
signing of the Porvoo
Agreement which
brought Churches of
Lutheran and
Anglican tradition in
the British Isles,
Ireland and the
Nordic and Baltic
states into
communion.
The Nordic and Baltic
Deanery which met in
Finland decided to mark this
silver jubilee with a special
pilgrimage to Porvoo itself,
to celebrate a festive mass
in the Cathedral, together
with the Bishop of Porvoo,
the Rt Revd Dr Åstrand and
members of the chapter of
the cathedral.
Our own Archdeacon of
Germany and Northern
Europe, the Very Revd Dr
Leslie Nathaniel was the
preacher. Fr Leslie is a
former Anglican CoSecretary of the Porvoo
Contact Group. He was able
to place this historic
agreement among Northern

European Churches within
the wider context of the
journey of Christians to
fuller unity, including the
ground-breaking
establishment of the Church
of South India in 1947, the
Church into which he was
ordained.
Our own Archdeacon of
Germany and Northern
Europe, the Very Revd Dr
Leslie Nathaniel was the
preacher. Fr Leslie is a
former Anglican CoSecretary of the Porvoo
Contact Group. He was able
to place this historic
agreement among Northern
European Churches within
the wider context of the
journey of Christians to
fuller unity, including the
ground-breaking
establishment of the Church
of South India in 1947, the
Church into which he was
ordained.
Bishop Bo-Göran then
hosted the members of the
Deanery to a dinner in his
official residence, an event
which included a recital
of traditional songs from
Finland and in particular the
Swedish speaking peoples
of Finland, which make
up the Diocese of Porvoo
(Borgå, in Swedish).Bishop
Bo-Göran then hosted the

Bishop Bo-Göran a
ssisting with Holy
Communion

members of the Deanery
to a dinner in his official
residence, an event which
included a recital of
traditional songs from
Finland and in particular the
Swedish speaking peoples
of Finland, which make
up the Diocese of Porvoo
(Borgå, in Swedish).
The Synod was pleased
to be able to highlight this
anniversary. The Porvoo
Agreement opens up so
many doors for Anglicans in
the Nordic and Baltic states.
Many of the clergy serving
our Church of England
chaplaincies are priests
from one of the Lutheran
Churches. 25 years after the
official inauguration of our
relations of full communion,
we realise we still have
much we can do together
with our Lutheran partners,
in making the sacramental
communion we share more
visible in our life and work.

Read the full blog here.
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Michaelmas at St. Peter
and St. Sigfrid Stockholm
Bishop Robert writes:
St. Peter and St. Sigfrid
is situated close to the
waterfront in the
embassy district of
Stockholm. It adjoins an
old military cemetery,
which means the church
building is surrounded by
lots of green space.

Bees and
Greenfingers
Of particular note are the
two bee hives that have
been installed at the
bottom of the burial
ground. I was told they
generate an astonishing
100kg of honey per year.
On the day we visited it
was sunny and warm,
and the bees were active:
indeed one of the churchwardens was stung as we
observed the busy bees!
One of the benefits of
installing the hives has
been that a large area of
ground round and about
has been declared a pesticide-free zone, which just
shows how a positive
environmental impact can
ripple out from one project.
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The interior of the church is
equally beautiful, with fine
pews and attractive stained
glass windows. Chaplain
Nick Howe is initiating a
project to see if the
iconography in the church
could better reflect what is
now a diverse international
community.

Community
During my visit there was
an opportunity for a hybrid
meeting with the church
council. Covid regulations
in Sweden are now quite
relaxed by European
standards and will relax
further very soon. But about
half the congregation still
join services and indeed
meetings by Zoom. We
were able to have a good
and helpful exchange –
albeit that lunch for virtual
attendees is never as
satisfying as when physical
and in person!

On one Sunday afternoon a
month the building is used
by a community of
Luganda-speaking
Bugandans. They are
Anglican by background, and
are ‘on the way’ to finding
their place with us. Jesus’
words in St. Luke’s gospel
embody the ethos of St.
Peter and St. Sigfrid. Longer
standing members told me
how they have seen the
diversity of the community
increase in recent decades.
The Reverend Nick Howe’s
ministry is hugely
appreciated by the
community – as many
people told me. Sustaining
fellowship and witness
during the covid epidemic
has been hard, and council
members paid tribute to
Nick’s ability to create a
spiritual home and to use
technology skillfully to
enable regular worship.

Michaelmas
The flying angel
weathervane is a distinctive
feature of the church
building. In the sunshine

the golden angel sparkled.
In my sermon, for Michael
and All Angels, I wondered
if this flying angel had a
name. Michael would be
an appropriate name, given
that Michael is the patron
saint of soldiers and the
church is surrounded by
military graves. Traditionally,
Michael is the angel who
accompanies Christians in
death and who fights for the
Christian community against
darkness and evil.
Michael appears in
Revelation Chapter 12
fighting against the dragon,
who is the devil. The Book
of Revelation is a key part of
the New Testament, though
it is often misunderstood.
Revelation speaks of a
triumph that is ultimately
won in a costly way by
Jesus, the lamb who was
slain, and by those who are
faithful and true witnesses
to Jesus, even unto death.
The angels and archangels
accompany the saints,
protecting them and fighting
with them.

It occurred to me that the
– recently relaunched! –
Swedish pop group ‘Abba’
were feeling their way to
some of these insights in
their song ‘I believe in
angels’: “….and when
I know the time is right for
me I’ll cross the stream.
I have a dream…” The book
of Revelation provides a
much more full blooded
version of the vision and
hope that Abba seemed to
be pointing towards, with
its vivid depiction of the
triumph of God and a final
victory over the powers of
darkness.

As we celebrate
Michaelmas, may
God send his holy
angels to
accompany us on our
earthly pilgrimage
and finally bring us
safely to his
heavenly kingdom.
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we have some role in opening ourselves
afresh to the light and enabling that light to
shine in the darkness which is so evident in
history and in the world today.

Conference on International
Religious Freedom and Peace,
Holy Etchmiadzin, Armenia
From Bishop Robert’s blog:
This Conference brought
together religious leaders,
scholars and NGO
leaders from many
different countries to think
about the preservation of
the world’s spiritual, cultural
and historical heritage. This
heritage is too often under
threat from ethnic and
religious intolerance,
especially during wars and
armed conflict.
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The conference met in Holy
Etchmiadzin, under the
patronage of His
Holiness Karekin II,
Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of the Armenian
Apostolic Church. The
Conference focused
especially on the
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh)
conflict, an area in the
Southern Caucasus whose
international status is
unresolved.

The Conference reflected
on the impact of the
destruction of religious
heritage, with many sharing
personal testimony. The
Conference noted that
places of worship and
items of religious heritage
are representative of the
deepest identities of people
and communities of faith.
Precisely for this reason,
they are often deliberately
targeted in order to inflict
maximum collective trauma
on a particular community.
On the other hand, by caring
for the physical integrity of
holy sites and places of
worship, we uphold the
dignity of those who hold
them dear, and when we
co-operate among nations,
governments and faith
communities to protect
religious heritage,

we convey a transformative
message of healing and
togetherness.

Light of the World
In my sermon to the
Conference, I preached
on Christ the Light of the
world. “In our gathering, we
have some role in opening
ourselves afresh to the light
and enabling that light to
shine in the darkness which
is so evident in history and
in the world today. We are
to turn over the stones,
expose the darkness and
let in the light To get the
historical truth straight – or
as straight as we can – and
expose all the dreadful
jaggedness of human
conflict, suspicion,
mistrust and even war to
the healing, warming, light
of Jesus Christ. How easy

it would be to be dragged
down by the darkness, to
despair at man’s inhumanity
to man, to lose hope under
the weight of human sin,
not least considering the
last 120 years of European
history.

Conference of Churches,
gave a fine address in which
he considered an increase
of violence against religious
communities, such that
religious insecurity has now
become a real political issue
in most EU countries.

But the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness
has not and will not
overcome it. Like the sun
which rises each day with
the dawn, so Christ rises
from the tomb and rises in
our hearts bringing new life
and new hope.“

He observed that places of
worship were built without
security in mind. He
suggested that violence
against religious
heritage needs to be
properly acknowledged and
recognised, else it can
become a long-lasting
resentment or ‘identity
wound’. ‘Humiliation is
more serious in the long
term’, he said, ‘than simple
violence’.

Safe Communities
During the Conference,
Baroness Caroline Cox, a
member of the UK House of
Lords, was presented with
the St. Sahak – St. Mesrop
Order of the Armenian
Apostolic Church by His
Holiness Karekin II. The
award, described as the
Church’s highest order of
merit, was presented in
recognition of Baronness
Cox’s tireless and
courageous advocacy on
behalf of the Armenian
people and Armenian
Church.
My friend and colleague, the
Reverend Christian Krieger,
President of the European

He referred to an action plan
for public space published
by the EU: ‘SASCE’ Safer
and Stronger Communities
in Europe. Its primary aim is
to improve the security of
religious places. I observe
that Churches in our own
diocese could benefit from
this scheme, in consultation
with CEC.

Eternal Flames
On the final day of the
Conference, members were
taken into Yerevan for a
short act of remembrance at
the Armenian Genocide

memorial. A wreath was
placed, and each
conference member was
invited to place roses
around the eternal flame
that lies at the heart of the
memorial.
Later in the day, some of us
had the opportunity to visit
the Izmirlian Medical
Centre, where we were
shown around by the
Deputy Medical Director.
This is a new hospital with
130 beds, state of the art
equipment and 200 staff.
It is entirely owned by the
Armenian Apostolic Church,
something which I found
remarkable. The Director
spoke to us powerfully
about his own experiences
of serving as a doctor on
the front line of conflict and
of the nature of the terrible
injuries suffered by young
men whom he tended.
It was a surprise and delight
to be shown this plaque
at one of the entrance
doors to the new hospital.
The rehabilitation centre is
kitted out with neurological
testing equipment, gear
for strengthening damaged
muscles and hydrotherapy
equipment for stimulating
damaged nerves.
A number of chaplaincies
in our diocese support the
Barnabas Fund, and it was
very good to see this
high-tech facility funded by
them - symbolising
friendship between British
and Armenian Christians.
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Consecration of Barend
Theodoor Wallet as
Archbishop of Utrecht
Barend (Bernd) Theodoor
Wallet was born in
Middleburg, Zeeland. He
lived, studied and worked
for eight years in Yorkshire.
He was ordained deacon by
Archbishop Sentamu in York
and ordained priest by
Archbishop Joris
Vercammen in Utrecht,
which makes for a truly
ecumenical pedigree.
Bernd’s consecration had
been delayed for many
months because of the
pandemic. He was chosen
for the role as long ago as
February 2020. Saturday
18 September 2021 gave a
long-awaited opportunity for
a truly international
gathering to celebrate
Bernd’s new ministry.
I was honoured and
delighted to be invited to be
one of the three principal
consecrators of the new
Archbishop. New bishops
are required to be
consecrated by (at least)
three existing bishops.
Alongside the Principal
Consecrator, Bishop Dirk
Schoon of Haarlem, and
Bishop Matthias Ring of
Germany,
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I was invited to participate
as representative of the
Church of England with
whom the Old
Catholics are in full
communion.

of the largest church
buildings in the Netherlands
and could therefore
accommodate a big
congregation, even with
physical distancing.

The Old Catholic Church is
present in seven broadly
Germanophone European
countries. Each country has
its own bishop. The bishop
of Utrecht does not have
metropolitical jurisdiction
over the other bishops in
the way that the Archbishop
of Canterbury does in the
Church of England. But he
is the ‘first amongst equals’,
he is the titular archbishop,
and he is a key partner in
ecumenical relationships
with the Diocese in Europe.

Bishops from all of the
European Anglican
jurisdictions were present,
as were Old Catholic
bishops from Germany,
Austria and Switzerland,
and a bishop from the
Independent Filipino Church.
It was a long time since we
had seen each other and it
was a joy to be together.
Of particular note was the
presence amongst the
consecrating bishops of
Bishop Thomas, of the
Swedish Lutheran Church
Diocese of Visby.

The consecration took place
in the lovely Dutch city of
Deventer, in the Protestant
Cathedral named after
Lebuinus – an English
missionary, who first built a
wooden church in
Deventer in the 8th century.
The present building is of
much later construction,
and it is magnificent. In fact,
the Old Catholics chose this
building for the ceremony
because it is one

The Old Catholic Church
has a high doctrine of
episcopacy and of properly
catholic apostolic
succession. This was the
first time a Lutheran had
been invited to participate
in a consecration of a new
Old Catholic bishop.
The consecration was a
grand occasion, lasting two
and a half hours. Two Dutch

television stations had come
along, so the action took
place under powerful stage
lights. I can testify that it
was hot under the lights!
The service was both being
live streamed and woven
into a TV documentary on
the Old Catholic Church, so
there were technicians and
cameramen everywhere.
Those bishops robing in the
sacristy had to manoeuvre
around a huge microphone
on a long boom - plus a TV
camera positioned to enable
the journalists to capture
snippets of conversation
between bishops as they
struggled with putting on
their robes!
Special mention needs to
be made of this wonderful
crozier, which is the historic
staff of the Old Catholic
bishops of Deventer. this
wonderful crozier, which is
the historic staff of the Old
Catholic bishops of
Deventer. It was
manufactured in Antwerp
in the sixteenth century.
Since 1982 it has been held
in safekeeping in the
Museum of Utrecht. Made
of gold, silver and copper, it
is evidently hugely valuable.
It was made available for
our ceremony under strict
conditions.
I watched a suitably burly
member of the Museum
staff arrive with it in an
unmarked steel box. He put
on his gloves, unlocked the
box, and assembled it with

great care before –
temporarily – entrusting it
back to its owners, the Old
Catholic Church, to add a
sense of history and dignity
to the consecration
ceremony.
The whole ceremony was
beautifully and elegantly
conducted. There was much
traditional Old Catholic
plainsong, to which the
new Archbishop had added
items by William Byrd,
Ralph Vaughan Williams
and Arvo Pärt. There was,
what I thought to be, an
encouragingly large and
youthful congregation.
And afterwards a delighted
Bishop Dirk Schoon signed
the documentation making
it all legal.

I do believe that the
consecration of
Bernd Wallet has the
capacity to open a
new era of hope in
Anglican Old Catholic
relations.
Bernd has a gentle and
humble style coupled
with personal warmth. His
extensive experience of the
Church of England from the
inside makes him a natural
and easy dialogue partner.
I am very much looking
forward to working with
him. In continental Europe,
smaller churches need each
other. The Old Catholics
offer historical rootedness

in the countries where they
are present. Anglicans offer
a sense of connection with
the worldwide church. Old
Catholics normally worship
in the local language;
whereas chaplaincies in our
diocese normally worship in
English.
There are differences
between us – in liturgy and
ethics, and most
significantly the fact that
Anglicanism is a product of
the Reformation, whereas
the Old Catholic Church
sees itself as historically and
traditionally ‘catholic’. I hope
these differences can be
sources of mutual
enrichment and dialogue
so that we can journey
together in faith. I hope
that episcopal friendships
and ecclesial friendships
will both grow in the years
ahead.
Bernd has chosen this as
the motto on his new
episcopal coat of arms; ‘In
Christo Gaudium’, “In the
joy of Christ!”. What an
excellent note to strike at
the outset of an episcopal
ministry! I hope that Bernd
will be able to bring joy to
those with whom he
ministers, and that he
will retain a joyful spirit in
the difficult work that will
inevitably lie ahead. I pray
for the flourishing of Bernd,
his wife Elly and their four
children. I pray that God will
give the whole family much
about which to rejoice.
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Ecumenism in Switzerland
“I welcome this step towards greater Christian
communion, which focuses on the unifying force
within the Church of Christ”
The Revd Canon Adèle
Kelham shares this latest
story on extended mutual
recognition of baptism as an
important sign of growing
ecumenical unity in
Switzerland.
In 2016, the New
Apostolic Church in
Switzerland submitted a
request to join the 2014
“Riva San Vitale Declaration
on Mutual Recognition of
Baptism”. The request was
accepted by the six church
signatories of the original
declaration.
On 8 July 2021, the
extended mutual
recognition of baptism was
signed by: District Apostle
Jürg Zbinden, President of
the New Apostolic Church
in Switzerland, Rita Famos
for the Protestant Church in
Switzerland, Felix Gmür for
the Bishops' Conference,
Adèle Kelham for the
Anglican Church in
Switzerland, Patrick Streiff
for the Methodist Church,
Harald Rein for the Old
Catholic Church, and Jörg
Winkelströter for the
Federation of Lutheran
Churches in Switzerland and
Liechtenstein.
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A Path of Growing
Ecumenism
This important sign of unity
grew out of dialogue begun
with the New Apostolic
Church (NAC) in 2002; this
covered questions of
theology and faith. The
in-depth dialogue continued
with a specially created
dialogue commission from
2014 to 2019. Over the
years, the NAC has become
increasingly open to
ecumenism, with a
reworked theology of the
sacraments, and publication
of a catechism that clarifies
their doctrinal foundations.
With all obstacles removed,
the way stood open to
the mutual recognition of
baptism.
In his address during the
celebratory service on the
occasion of the signing,
District Apostle Jürg
Zbinden stated: “I welcome
this step towards greater
Christian communion, which
focuses on the unifying
force within the Church of
Christ, and I am moved and
grateful that, as President of
the New Apostolic Church
in Switzerland, I am able to

sign the mutual recognition
of baptism here today in
the Bruder Klaus Church in
the city of Bern, together
with the leaders of the other
Churches.”

The Need to Restore
Baptismal Unity
Christian baptism is rooted
in the ministry of Jesus of
Nazareth, his death, and his
resurrection. Baptism is
incorporation into the body
of Christ, such that our
diverse baptismal
practices are all part of the
one baptism. The need to
regain baptismal unity lies
at the heart of ecumenical
endeavour; it is also central
to living out authentic
communion within Christian
communities. Baptism is an
act that cannot be repeated.
By signing the Riva San
Vitale Declaration cannot
be repeated. By signing the
Riva San Vitale Declaration

"on the Mutual Recognition
of Baptism", the churches
are giving a clear signal for
the unity of baptism found
in Christ.
Baptism is administered
with water, in the name of
the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. In the
celebration of baptism,
churches are committing
themselves to take the
symbolism of water very
seriously. The rite
expresses the fact that in
baptism the Christian
participates in the death,
burial and resurrection of
Christ. The New Testament
emphasises the ethical
implications of baptism by
portraying it as a cleansing
of the heart from all sin.
Baptism seals our common
commitment to follow
Christ. Through their own
baptism, Christians are
brought into unity with

Christ, with every other
Christian and with the
church in every place and
every age.

A Commitment by
the Churches in
Switzerland
In signing the European
Charta Oecumenica in
2005, the members of the
Swiss Council of Churches
in (AGCK.CH) committed
themselves to the mutual
recognition of baptism.
The three national Churches
- Roman Catholic Church,
Old Catholic Church and
Protestant Church - had
already made this
commitment in 1973.
Forty-one years later, on 21
April 2014, six
member churches of AGCK.
CH signed the Riva San
Vitale Declaration. They
have now been joined by
the seventh signatory, the
New Apostolic Church.

Pictured left Bishop Patrick
Streiff, Ev. Methodist
Church; Reverend Adèle
Kelham, Church of England;
Reverend Christoph Schuler,
Old Catholic Church
(Moderator of the
celebration); Bishop Felix
Gmür, Swiss RC Bishops’
Conference; Regional
Apostle Jürg Zbinden,
New Apostolic Church
Switzerland; Revered
Jörg Winkelströter, Ev.
Lutheran Church; Reverend
Rita Famos, Protestant
Church Switzerland;
Reverend Daniel Konrad,
Old Catholic Church
(Liturgy); Bishop Harald
Rein, Old Catholic Church.
© Photo: Christoph Knoch
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Celebrating the Feast of
St Mary Magdalene in Izmir
Bornova, but rummaging
through the church register
it is obvious that this service
has not taken place for
many decades!

Story by the Revd James
Buxton
On 21 July, we celebrated
the Eve of the Feast of St
Mary Magdalene, at the
Church of St Mary
Magdalene, Bornova, in
a service of Choral
Evensong. Guests included
Martin Kmetec, the new
Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Izmir; Zekai Tanyer,
founder of Turkey’s oldest
indigenous Protestant
Church, and senior British
officers and their families
from NATO Land Forces
HQ in Izmir. The service was
Evensong from the Book
of Common Prayer. This
would once have been a
mainstay of worship at
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Featuring some beautiful
stained-glass images of
St Mary Magdalene, the
church windows were
commissioned from
prestigious English
stained-glass studios
(Kemp and Clayton and
Bell).
They were all installed in
around 1900 and most
probably shipped over from
England with the men who
installed them, as this
requires great expertise.
Without question, they are
the finest set of
stained-glass windows in
Izmir, and as far as we
know, in Turkey!
As well as the joy of
worshipping together in our
church (with appropriate
health and safety measures

in place!), the occasion
provided a chance for
congregants to see the
church interior following
several months of
painstaking restoration
work. The church walls
have been damaged over
the years by water ingress,
vandalism and theft of
memorial brasses, leaving a
lot of stains and marks.
The church is very grateful
to the Whittall family fund,
and especially to Brian
Giraud (direct descendent of
those who built the church
in 1857) for supporting this
on-going work. We are also
grateful to Murat Patur the
restorer, who has been able
to recreate the original faux
marble effect.
You can find out more about
the Church of St Mary
Magdalene, Izmir on their
chaplaincy website here:
St. John the Evangelist and
St. Mary Magdalene
Anglican Churches here.

Blessing of new
chalice and paten
in Izmir
The community in Izmir have never had its own vessels,
relying on the Chaplain to bring his/her own. On 25 July, a
service to present the chaplaincy in Izmir with a new
chalice and paten was held.
Donated by Molly Harrison, the chalice and paten arrived
from St. Mary’s, Ddim. An Anglican community meeting in
a little old Greek chapel, the church is close to the
gigantic ancient ruins of the Temple of Apollo at Ddim
(Ancient Dydima). St. Mary’s, Ddim is on the Aegean coast,
one hundred miles south of Izmir.
Thank you Molly!
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SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY: DIOCESAN
SAFEGUARDING CONFERENCE
10 October was
Safeguarding Sunday in
the Church of England. To
reaffirm its commitment
to safeguarding children
and vulnerable adults, the
Diocese in Europe held a
conference on 9 October.
Bringing together
Chaplaincy Safeguarding
Officers (CSOs) from across
the diocese, the focus was
“what does safe church
mean?”
The emphasis of the
conference was on valuing
each CSO and their role,
enabling them to
understand the context of
safeguarding within the
church. The Church of
England supported
Safeguarding Sunday by
encouraging churches to
explore together what safer
places look like and to thank
those making churches
safer for all.
“It is not a matter of ticking
boxes to comply with
policies, it is certainly not a
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matter of trying to protect
our reputation as a church.
I feel we must always
emember that we are
working to protect young
children and people, any
people,” says Christine
Portman, CSO in Marseille.
The online conference
facilitated 58 attendees
from across Europe,
including Bishop Robert
who opened the
conference and prayers.
Di Smith, Independent
Chair from the Diocesan
Safeguarding Advisory
Committee, addressed the
conference on the context
of safeguarding within the
church.
Bishop Robert opened
the event, highlighting
the theme “Valuing you”.
“Valuing you” focussed on
appreciating and
empowering each person
within their role as CSO and
supporting them through
prayer. Di Smith spoke

about the context of
safeguarding within the
church. She highlighted
the journey of
safeguarding within the
church and implementing
safeguarding within each
chaplaincy. Di also showed
the backdrop of
understanding why we need
safe churches from
historical cases and the
Independent Inquiry of Child
Sexual Abuse (IICSA) Report
on the Church of England.
“Part of making churches
safe is to ensure good
training and good
communication. Good
training for the people who
run our churches and good
communication with people
who come to our churches.
They need to be
empowered. They need to
know what a safe church
looks like, who is
responsible and what steps
to take if they have any
concerns,” says Dawn Nell,
CSO in Ostend and Bruges.

The conference also
explored how the diocesan
safeguarding team is
working to achieve best
practice through
benchmarking safeguarding
efforts. This includes;
promoting networking
across the Diocese in
Europe, providing chaplaincy
workshops quarterly, having
a dedicated link person in
the safeguarding team and
promoting the dashboard.
The dashboard is a
safeguarding database to
help each church
understand how they are
doing in delivering
safeguarding locally.
Safe church is “Everybody
doing something with
nobody doing nothing. The
responsibility sits with us
all to keep churches safe
and is not to be left to one
person,” says Grace
Fagan-Stewart, Head of
Safeguarding for the
diocese. We appreciate
each CSO who volunteers
for the role and we are
always keen to receive
feedback, ways we can
improve the service.”
If you are interested in
finding out more about
the role of CSO, visit the
Safeguarding page on our
website here.

15TH - 19TH NOVEMBER
Looking to elevate your chaplaincy social media
platforms to share your chaplaincy stories,
community events and news?
The diocese is holding a week of social media
workshops to learn social media skills across
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

Monday, 15 November, 10am CET
Use and abuse of social media

Wednesday, 17 November 10am CET | 2pm CET
Intermediate Social Media Platforms (AM)
How to create a short video using your smart
phone (PM)

Thursday, 18 November 10am CET
Social Media Copywriting

Friday, 19 November 10am CET | 2pm CET
Livestreaming for Gathered Worship (AM)
Social Media Planning for Chaplaincies (PM)
You can sign up to just a single session, or for
multiple sessions. The training will be delivered
online and bookable through Eventbrite.
PS: Christmas is coming. As you plan your Advent
services, remember to check your CCLI license is
up to date ready for the season! Read the latest
guidance here.
BOOK HERE
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New Diocesan Synod Members
The results of the elections
to the Diocesan and General
Synod have been declared.

New Diocesan Synod members
are as follows:
Bryant-Scott, Bruce
Doolan, Leonard

New General Synod members

Flach, Deborah

are as follows:

Gardiner, Richard

Lomas, Anthony
Makipaa, Tuomas
Bendrey, Elizabeth

House of Clergy

Darrant, Louis
Seabrook, Richard

Bruce Bryant-Scott, The Reverend

Warren, Robert

Canon David

Nwaekwe, Augustine

Hanson, The Reverend Dale

Read, Geoffrey

Prasadam, The Reverend Canon Smitha

Cooke, Carolyn
Kopetzky, Miranda

House of Laity

Bean, David
Billenness, Clive

Billenness, Clive

Emezie, Catherine

Hall, Robin

Murray, Diane

Talbot, Mary

Ulyett, Rosemary
Boyd, Susan
Prasadam, Peter
Berry, Joan
Coulston, David
Ezekiel, Victor
Rigby, Judith
Frost Scatetta, Una

Nominations are
open for the casual
vacancies in the
Diocesan Synod.
Read more...
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Muzigo-Morrison, Rosette
Sue, Sandra
Urquhart, Simon

Covid 19: Revised Guidance
Bishop Robert and Bishop David have
issued Revised Covid-19 Guidance. This
includes important updates covering public
worship in our buildings across the diocese.
In a letter to Church Officers, they say;
‘as Christian communities, we want to
encourage the kind of flourishing spiritual
and community life that is much better
enabled when people gather without too
much restriction. On the other hand, our
commitment to love our neighbours as
ourselves means we must have a particular
care for vulnerable people. All chaplaincy
councils will need to weigh these different
considerations.’
In current circumstances, there are two
important updates covering
decision-making and the use of the
Common Cup. On these points, the
bishops have indicated:

•

Where national, regional or local law
and guidance are more liberal than
Diocesan Guidance, chaplains and
chaplaincy councils are free to adopt
local rules, if they so decide.		
Responsibility for these decisions rests
with the chaplaincy council.

•

Regarding the use of the Common
Cup, having considered the matter
carefully and taking medical advice,
the Bishop’s senior staff have decided
that we should amend our Guidance
to allow for the re-introduction of the
common cup in specific and controlled
circumstances. These are set out in
the Annexe to the Guidance.

You can read here the Revised Covid-19
Guidance in full, which will be posted also
on the Covid resources page.

Dell’ Acqua, Diana
Talbot, Mary
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