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HRH Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh
Buckingham Palace announced on 9 April the death of HRH Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh.
Bishops Robert and David have joined the expression of condolences to the Royal Family, and the
Diocese in Europe offers prayers at this time.
You are warmly invited to join us for a Service of Prayer across the Diocese in Europe on Friday,
16 April to mark the life and work of the late Prince Philip. Contributions to the service will reflect
HRH’s European lineage and global links across our diocese.
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From the Editor
Over twenty years ago, I edited a publication
called Oxford International Review. It was a
small student-run international affairs journal,
which succeeded in getting some big-name
contributors, including Henry Kissinger,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and David Owen.
However, our academic terms were short, and
a range of extra-curricular commitments were
heavy. Our editorial board soon realised the
perennial challenge with journals and magazines
is number of issues to run manageably each
year, and three was a real achievement. Getting
your periodical when you expect it quite rightly
matters to your subscribers... On one occasion,
we received a letter from the Chief Librarian to
a Crown Prince (the country shall remain
nameless ...) assuring us how much the Crown
Prince enjoyed reading our journal ... and
enquiring (on his behalf) where his latest issue
of the Review had got to .... ! We pulled one
together, at pace!
I am pleased to say that EA is now resourced
to transition to “four seasons”, made possible
in large measure by the flow of stories that
come into us from across the Diocese – a big
thank you to everyone who takes time to send
in stories, pics and videos, which we review on
a weekly basis. People ask “how do I get an
article into the diocesan magazine?” The answer
is this: In EA, we normally publish a balance of
news and stories across the diocese that have
been featured on our diocesan
media in the last three months, whether on the
website, its blogs, social media and/or in our
monthly e-News bulletin. It is especially good
to hear ahead of time that you have an event
or occasion coming up in your chaplaincy that
could make a great story of interest to the whole
diocese, so please do get in touch with us.
I hope you will enjoy this Spring issue ... which
is coming out, as scheduled, this week (!)
With warmest Eastertide wishes,
Damian
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Bishop Robert: We
Should Give Thanks
for the EU
As we entered 2021, a
website story featured a
series of BBC interviews
following the announcement
of a provisional trade deal
between the UK and the EU,
in which Bishop Robert said
“we should give thanks for
all that EU membership has
given to the UK.”
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What has the EU ever
done for the UK … ?
Bishop Robert was asked across
his interviews broadcast on 27
December about the benefits of EU
membership for the UK. The Bishop
said, first, the EU has always been
and continues to be a peace-building
project for European security. He
recalled the three attempts the UK
had made to join the (then) European
Economic Community. In the 1970s,
the UK lagged behind France and
Italy economically. “The Single
Market made the UK significantly
more prosperous and the present
scale of the UK/EU trading
relationship is worth over £650
billion to both sides” the Bishop
added. In addition, as a member
of the EU, the UK has been able to
benefit from the Union’s global
presence and standing, alongside
the likes of the US and China.
Bishop Robert spoke also of the
everyday and practical benefits of
free movement the UK had enjoyed
during its membership, including
travel, work, study and retirement
opportunities.
Bishop Robert also praised the
contributions UK officials in the
European Institutions had made to
the development of the European
Union. He said that overall “the
EU has been a good news story for
the UK” and cited Prime Minister,
Boris Johnson’s remarks that the UK
would remain connected
economically and culturally, and

that the UK and Europe “could not
change their geography.” There is
now “a new project to work out
what the UK as a sovereign power
will look like”, said Bishop Robert,
expressing the clear hope that the
UK and the EU would remain “good
partners and close friends.”

The deal:
Bishop Robert said there was a
sense in the EU of “relief that
four-and-a-half years of wearying
negotiation and wrangling have
ended with the deal reached.” He
noted that EU ambassadors had met
in extraordinary session on
Christmas Day to review the
agreement proposed by the
European Commission, following
conclusion of negotiations with
senior UK negotiators on 24
December.
There was, however, “an abiding
sense of disappointment” about the
UK leaving the EU, ending its
membership that began on 1
January 1973. The formal UK exit
from the Union took place on 31
January last year. Provisional
application of the terms of the UK/
EU deal are now in force until 28
February, and the approval of the
European Parliament will be
required, followed by final
agreement by the 27 EU Member
State Governments.

The 1246-page UK/EU Trade and
Co-operation Agreement was
published on 26 December and it
will require close study. In an initial
reaction, Bishop Robert said the
agreement was “better than a no
deal outcome, but nonetheless it is
a thin deal” whose practical effects
would include UK nationals once
again standing in passport queues
across Europe, with stays across
the EU limited to 90 days out of 180
days in almost all EU
member states. The deal looked as if
it would cover reciprocity in
healthcare, social security and
pensions between the UK and the
EU.

Faith across Europe:
Bishop Robert was asked about
relationships between Anglicans in
Europe and faith partners. Speaking
on Radio Norfolk, Bishop Robert
said there had been an Anglican
presence in Europe ever since Pope
Gregory had sent St Augustine to
Britain in the 6th century. These
links had been sustained over the
centuries. “We enjoy good
relationships with majority Churches
in Europe and want to strengthen
these ties,” said Bishop Robert.
Bishop Robert emphasized their
closeness and fraternal warmth
reaching out across borders, among
Roman Catholic and Protestant
Bishops including in France and
Germany, as well as with the
Orthodox Churches; and links with
other faith leaders in the 42
countries in the diocese.
In a number of interviews, including
on Radio Coventry and
Warwickshire, Bishop Robert spoke
of the enduring links and twinning
relationships between cathedrals
and churches in England and the
continent. And he added that, during
the pandemic, Zoom-wide worship
and services had helped greatly in
bringing people together right across
the diocese. He had attended two
Christmas services

in Brussels, including preaching a
Christmas Day sermon, in
accordance with maximum capacity
(of ten), with both services
broadcast online. The Bishop added
that our congregations across the
diocese are becoming more diverse.

Future residency for UK
Nationals in the EU:
Bishop Robert was asked across his
interviews about the residency rights
of UK Nationals in the EU, given that
some may have difficulty
completing their residency
applications in EU member states.
The Bishop said future residency in
the EU has been the single greatest
concern raised in the Diocese in
Europe over the past four-and-a-half
years. He informed listeners that,
through the Diocese in Europe, the
Church of England is one of the
organisations running a residency
support project in the EU, funded
by the UK Government. The Bishop
outlined our Diocesan helpline and
website guiding people who may
need extra support, especially the
elderly and vulnerable, who may feel
particular anxiety, to apply for the
new French residency permit, and
on what steps people need to take.
He said we are getting
appreciative comments on our
services, and that UK Nationals in
France are welcome to get in touch
with us, noting that our team are
fielding calls and enquiries from the
UK as well as across France.
On Radio Nottingham, Bishop
Robert was asked about Church
efforts on ending violence against
women and domestic violence. The
Bishop outlined our contribution as a
diocese to the 2020 global 16 Days
campaign, drawing particular
attention to the Istanbul Convention
in the Council of Europe context.
Bishop Robert noted that whilst the
UK may have left the EU, it remains
a member among the 47 states in
the Council of Europe; and that the

UK has still to ratify the Istanbul
Convention.
Bishop Robert also issued a warning
from the past against one possible
consequence of the UK having left
the EU, namely a return of
xenophobia and racism.“These are
the last things we need. I hope the
UK will see off the forces of
nationalism”, the Bishop said.
Bishop Robert said the UK would
also need to address reducing
inequality, as its levels are among
the worst in Europe.

Hopes for the new year:
Bishop Robert was asked for his
hopes and wisdom for 2021. He
noted the arrival of new vaccines
against the Coronavirus, and the
rollout of the first vaccinations in the
EU starting on 27 December (the
day of the interviews), as in the UK.
From a faith perspective, speaking
on Three Counties Radio, Bishop
Robert said:
“I believe in the expansion of the
Kingdom of God. I believe the EU
stands for such virtues as peaceful,
harmonious relationships across
borders, and as a Bishop I will
continue my role as a pontifex – as
a bridge builder – for reconciliation
is at the heart of the gospel. As your
listeners seek hope and wisdom for
this coming New Year, my message
is this: Christ was born for you, the
light that shines in the darkness.”
The full list of BBC local radio
stations which featured an interview
with Bishop Robert can be found on
our website.
At the time of writing, the EU
has yet to confirm final approval
of the provisional UK/EU Trade &
Co-operation Agreement.
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Freedom of religious
expression in Denmark
In January, Bishop Robert expressed
concerns, including in an interview
with The Guardian, regarding a new
draft law in Denmark that could
require translation into Danish of
addresses and sermons delivered by
religious leaders.
In a letter to the Danish Prime
Minister and Minister for
Ecclesiastical Affairs Bishop Robert
has expressed the hope that the
Danish Government “will pause to
reflect on the potential implications
of proposals to require the translation
of sermons preached at church
services into Danish. I believe this
overly restrictive step would
constitute a limitation on freedom of
expression, which I know is prized
in Denmark, as one of the world's
oldest democracies.”
Leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Denmark, Greenland and
the Faeroes have written publicly on
the issue to Government Ministers
with a letter published in the
Christian national daily newspaper in
Denmark. In their letter, the Bishop
of Copenhagen in the Danish
national Church, the Folkekirken,
Bishop Peter Skov-Jacobsen and his
fellow bishops said:
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“… we are risking that the Danish
State neglects the recognition of
non-Danish speaking congregations
as being part of the ecclesiastical
and cultural life of Denmark. It would
cause great harm, should the many
Danish congregations abroad face
similar action from foreign states.
Passing the bill would furthermore
damage the reputation of Denmark in
the rest of the world.”
Speaking to the national Danish daily
newspaper, Jyllands-Posten, The
Revd Smitha Prasadam, the Anglican
chaplain in Denmark, also noted her
concerns about the proposed
legislation, saying:
“Any sermon depends on Biblical
text and context; the scripted and
unscripted; the dynamic between
preacher and congregation ... in
a translation, how would nuance,
meaning and emphasis be carried?
There is a degree of sophistication
which would demand more
professional skill which would then
carry time and financial implications.
Sermon preparation varies in content
and delivery. Sometimes I write out
the whole script. Other times
headlines or bullet points only.
Sometimes (even when I have a
whole scripted sermon to hand) I

preach off the cuff as prompted by
the Holy Spirit.”
Ecumenical partners across Europe
have also voiced their concerns
about the proposed legislation,
including the Roman Catholic
Commission of the Bishops’
Conferences of the European
Union (COMECE), the Lutheran
World Federation and the
Conference of European Churches
(CEC).
It is understood that the Danish
Government is due to determine its
position regarding the passage of the
draft law through the Danish
Parliament, the Folketing, in the
coming weeks.
Bishop Robert added:
“Proposals to require translation of
sermons into a national language are
illiberal and anti-freedom of speech.
We have tended to devote effort
on protecting religious freedom of
expression and belief outside
Europe. We’re now also seeing an
urgent need to act on these
fundamental issues across Europe
itself. The consequences of
restricting these freedoms are
concerning and far-reaching.”

Christmas to Candlemas
Chaplaincy Highlights
Here is a compilation of celebrations across
chaplaincies in the diocese from Christmas to
Candlemas. Enjoy!
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Bishop
Robert: Ash
Wednesday
Sermon
Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of Lent, and you are
probably expecting a homily on the
importance of giving up something
for Lent. But the last thing we all
need at the moment is an
exhortation to deny ourselves and
make our lives meaner, because
so much in the Covid-19 world is
already denied and life is quite hard
enough without imposing extra
rigours for Lent. So instead, I’m
going to suggest that we make our
lives richer by taking something on,
or at least consciously attending
to to it. What I have in mind is the
character trait that is exemplified par
excellence in our gospel reading,
which is the quality of mercy.
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To be merciful means to have
forbearance and tolerance, to be
compassionate. It is linked with
other beautiful Christian qualities like
kindness and graciousness. Mercy
applies particularly in legal contexts.
The woman caught in adultery has
broken the law. If you have ever
been on the receiving end of a legal
process you will know well how
important the quality of mercy feels.
David Simpson, one of the
independent members of our
Safeguarding Advisory Committee is
a former judge specialising in youth
justice, and I have been very moved
to read material he has shown me
about the importance of mercy in
making or breaking a young
offender’s life.
But mercy applies in everyday
contexts too. And it applies to all
of us. In our families, our church
communities, our working lives.
Frequent are the occasions when
we will feel a slight or an injustice,
whether intended or not.

And we have the choice of standing
on our rights and enforcing the
obligations due to us, or being
merciful, forgiving and forgetting.
And over time, those choices
become habitual and character
forming, so we can become either
merciful and forgiving by
temperament, or rigid and
unyielding.
I don’t often quote Shakespeare,
but on this occasion I can’t resist,
because one of the most famous of
all literary tributes to the quality of
mercy is Portia’s speech in
Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice.
Shylock is demanding his pound of
Antonio’s flesh, to which he is by
law entitled. But disguised as a
lawyer, Portia pleads for mercy in
favour of Antonio. It is one of
Shakespeare’s great speeches.
‘The quality of mercy is not strained.
It droppeth as the gentle rain from
heaven

Watch this
event
on the Diocese
YouTube channel

upon the place beneath. It is twice
blest: It blesseth him that gives and
him that takes.‘Tis mightiest in the
mightiest; it becomes the thronéd
monarch better than his crown.
His sceptre shows the force of
temporal power,The attribute to awe
and majesty Wherein doth sit the
dread and fear of kings;
but mercy is above this sceptered
sway. It is enthroned in the hearts of
kings; It is an attribute of God
himself. And earthly power doth
then show likest God’s
when mercy seasons justice.’
What this speech particularly
highlights is that mercy is a strong
quality. We have sometimes been
led to believe that Christian virtues
like mercy and forgiveness are
rather weak and soppy qualities
that belong to those who haven’t
got the gumption to stand up for
themselves and their rights. To
the contrary insists Shakespeare’s
Portia. A king may have all the signs
and symbols of temporal power. But
the quality of mercy is above these.
Mercy is a mark of true nobility.
It takes the person who has some
power or authority into the realm of
the divine. For as Jesus says in
St. Luke’s gospel: “Be merciful just
as your heavenly Father is merciful.”
You may remember that towards the
end of 2015, Pope Francis declared
a year of mercy in the Roman
Catholic Church. And around 		
Europe,

Cathedrals and big churches put up
doors of mercy, sometimes
decorated with flowers, near the
church entrance. The idea was to
symbolise that entering a church
was to enter a realm of mercy. At
the end of this Jubilee Year, Pope
Francis wrote a letter entitled
‘misericordia et misera’ (Misery and
Mercy), based on a comment that
St. Augustine had made about the
woman caught in adultery.
After all the accusers have
withdrawn, says Augustine, only
the woman’s misery and the Lord’s
mercy remain. And Francis says in
his letter to the Catholic Church;

“

we should regard
all human
problems from
the standpoints of
God’s love, which
never tires of
welcoming and
accompanying.

”

Our Lord urges his followers to be
merciful and models compassionate
mercy in his dealings with others.
So the church is encouraged to be a
realm of mercy. And that seems to
me extremely important in 2021.

Because our age
is, it seems to me,
severely lacking in the
quality of mercy. We deal
with bureaucracies that treat us in a
legalistic way. If you are looking to
get a visa or a work permit, you can
expect to be dealt with justly but you
can’t expect to be dealt with
mercifully. Computer technology
and databases are completely
unforgiving. Commit any kind of
misdemeanour and traces of that
will be available in Google for ever.
To be merciful is to be
counter-cultural.
When we are tired and stressed
with Covid-19, it is good to
remember that other people too are
likely to be tired and stressed. If they
behave badly, a Christian response is
to be tolerant, magnaminous,
merciful.
We each of us can play our part in
virtuous circles of good
behaviour. “The quality of mercy is
not strained”, says Shakespear’s
Portia. No-one can force you to be
merciful. It just happens as a
natural response from merciful
people, dropping as naturally as the
rain falls from heaven.
I began with a Shakespearean play,
and I’m going to end with a modern
novel. Marilynne Robinson’s novel
Gilead is reckoned to be one of the
finest novels of the 21st century, if I
can say that. The book is an account
of the memories of John Ames, a
congregationalist minister in Gilead,
Iowa in the American mid-West. The
book has several powerful
theological themes, but its ending is
particularly thought-provoking –
especially if you are ordained. John
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Ames has a heart condition, and he
knows that he will shortly die.
He has a particular friendship with
another old man, named Bobby
Boughton. But John Ames has never
liked Bobby’s son, Jack. Jack had
been something of a scoundrel, and
was mean to his dad, John’s friend.
John had never trusted Jack
Boughton and for good reason.
Right at the end of the book, Jack
Boughton comes to see John. Jack
explains various things about himself
that John had never before
appreciated. Gradually the two are
reconciled. And John feels impelled
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to bless the younger man. He
solemnly lays his hands on Jack’s
head, and pronounces the Aaronic
blessing. It is a climactic moment
in John Ames’s life and ministry, a
moment full of exceptional
compassion and tenderness.
Reflecting on it, John Ames says:
“In fact, I had gone through
seminary and ordination and all the
intervening years for that one
moment.” And is if to
demonstrate that, he then asks
his wife to gather together all his
sermons, his life work, and to burn
them. It is as if the novel is trying
to tell us that all of John Ames’s
education, theology, fine
preaching, carefully crafted
sermons – they were all leading
to this act of mercy, forgiveness,
reconciliation. Then somewhat
ironically, John remarks: “It is
worth living long enough to
outlast whatever sense of
grievance you may acquire.
Another reason why you must be
careful of your health.”
The point is that as we grow older
we can acquire grievances. We
can even start to nurse and
treasure them. But we should
endeavour to be older than our
grievances and bigger than our
complaints. For as Shakespeare
said mercy is twice blest: it
blesses him that gives and him
that takes. It liberates the donor as
well as the recipient. So this Lent,
endeavour to be merciful. And
together let’s build
communities of compassion, of
kindness, of mercy.

Anglican
Lutheran
Society:
A Place of
Friendship
In March, Bishop David wrote this
piece on his blog:
The Anglican-Lutheran Society is
an ecumenical body which brings
Lutherans and Anglicans closer
together in common cause for the
unity of Christ's Church. It promotes
a knowledge of our respective
traditions and opportunities for
common worship, study, witness
and, of course, friendship.
On Saturday, 6 March, the Annual
Meeting was held virtually, hosted
by the Church of All Hallows-by-theTower in London and their vicar, the
Revd Dr Katherine Hedderly. It was
a world-wide gathering of friends
indeed. Members hail from 37
countries (so far!). The business
of the Annual Meeting was
transacted with the gentle
leadership of the Co-Moderators,
Bishop Michael Ipgrave (Anglican)
and the Revd Dr Jaakko Rusama
(Lutheran). At the meeting, I was
honoured to be elected the
Anglican President to serve
alongside my dear friend and sister
(Lutheran) Bishop Jana Jana
Jeruma-Grinberga, also elected at
the same time.
But the large part of the day was
devoted to exploring together an
important theme, of interest to
Christians everywhere and of every
tradition:

Picture 1: Henrietta Blyth
Picture 2: Bishop Guli
Francis-Dehqani
Picture 3: Bishop Jana
Jana Jeruma-Grinberga

“Witness Through Service and
Sacrifice: Martyrdom in the Church
Today”.
Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani led a
very personal and thought-provoking
session based on her experience as
a Persian Christian, whose father
was a bishop in Iran, and her brother
a martyr of the Church in that
country. She shared some deep
insights and some lessons for
today’s Church, where we are often
worried about growth and numbers,
setting goals and outcomes. Bishop
Guli encouraged us, inspired by the
martyrs, to be less fearful about
loss, to have hope,

“

to let go of what
has been to allow
something new to
be born.

”

Henrietta Blyth, Chief Executive of
Open Doors UK, gave a
presentation on the persecution of
Christians around the world today.

She drew attention to the multiple
ways that we can be vulnerable
today, on account of our faith, our
ethnicity, and our gender,
sometimes, all together.
God has blessed the AnglicanLutheran dialogue around the world
in recent years. We have achieved
together some remarkable
convergence in matters of faith. In
places such as the British Isles and
Ireland and the Nordic and Baltic
countries, and the USA and Canada,
Anglican and Lutheran Churches
have restored full communion
between them. The AnglicanLutheran Society provides
a common home for Anglicans
and Lutherans to enjoy fellowship
and learning, and to be together as
friends as we journey together
towards the unity which Christ
wills for the Church.
I encourage Anglicans in this
Diocese in Europe, who have an
ecumenical commitment written
into our DNA as a diocese, to
consider membership. The website
is here.
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COVID-19 placed additional burdens,
with which we have all grown
familiar, on a struggling chaplaincy.
The Belgian Deanery’s hardship fund
helped Liège cover its Diocesan
quota this year, and the Holy Trinity
Brussels’ Mission Committee
provided a grant for operational
costs at the end of 2020. Without
these generous gifts, the chaplaincy
might not have survived.

A Fresh Start

Pictured from left to right: The Rt Revd Dr Robert Innes , Revd Guy Diakiese,
Canon Jack McDonald, James (usher)

2021 Bishop’s
Lent Appeal
for the English
Church of Liège
(Belgium)
My Lent Appeal this year is
concerned with restarting ordained
ministry in a chaplaincy that has
gone through tough times but
where there is great potential. The
new chaplain is one of the (very
few) stipendiary, trained curates
from our own diocese. The
Reverend Guy Diakese trained for
the priesthood in Nigeria and Rome.
He speaks French, English and
Italian fluently and we are very
proud of him as an example of black
minority ethnic leadership in the
diocese. The money raised through
this appeal will enable the beginning
of Guy’s ministry in Liège, a former
industrial city which is now home
to large numbers of migrants from
beyond Europe.
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Background
The life of an English-speaking
Christian community in Liège dates
back to 1654, when Prince Charles
of Great Britain visited the curative
waters in nearby Spa, with
subsequent generations of Britons
following his example. From the
1960s, Spa attracted fewer visitors,
though, so the church moved to the
provincial capital city of Liège. This
was only fully formalized in 2015,
when official legal recognition
transferred from Spa to Liège.
However, since then, the
chaplaincy has gone through
challenging times…
In 2016, the Chaplain, the Revd Paul
Yiend, was diagnosed with cancer,
and sadly passed away in
September 2019. His long and
devoted ministry, great service and
deep friendship have been dearly
missed in Liège. The efforts of a
local Ministry Team, and in
particular the efforts of Pastoral
Support Worker, Ruth Nivelle,
enabled the small congregation to
keep worship services and
community activities going during a
period of insecurity and grief.

The lockdown has not helped with
outreach and growth, but
committed members and the local
leadership team persevere in the
faith, and despite decreased
income, there are new signs of
hope.
Over the past year while
transitioning to online worship and
Zoom Bible Studies, the Council
carefully prepared for a new
Chaplain, and a gifted and suitable
candidate was soon found!
The Revd Guy Diakiese
Matumona, who served his
curacy at St John and St Philip’s
in the Hague, is planned to be the
new Chaplain in Liège, beginning in
March 2021. And Ruth Nivelle has
completed her Lay Reader training
and will soon be licensed.
Chaplaincies in Belgium receive
some support towards clergy
stipends via the “traitements”
provision, which makes Guy’s
ministry there tenable. And the
Church of England will cover Guy’s
pension contributions thanks to his
status as an ICS Mission partner.
But the English Church in Liège
cannot yet afford to provide
accommodation for Guy, among
other things.
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The Council has identified three
commitments they desire to be true
to in the coming time:

The Chaplaincy Context
and Mission
There is a great need, but also great
potential, for a English-speaking
ministry in Liège.
Liège is a city of about 200,000
people, the fourth biggest in
Belgium. About 20% of these are of
foreign nationality; plus many other
second-generation immigrants and
other Belgian citizens with foreign
roots. Although the largest group of
foreign nationalities in Liège comes
from French-speaking countries (e.g.
Morocco or DRC), a large number
will also use English as their second
or even first language, most notably
those from Ghana, Cameroon,
Nigeria and Uganda. In addition,
there are about 25,000 students,
24% of which are international,
from 128 different nationalities.
Even in hard times, the chaplaincy
leadership has proven resilient and
dedicated, and looks forward to
working with its new Chaplain to
generate growth, both spiritual and
numerical.

Committed to growing disciples of
Jesus Christ
through worship services, Bible
Studies, Sunday School and
fellowship
Committed to care
through a soup kitchen, support of
the Protestant Social Centre and by
being environmentally responsible.

I am very much aware of the
financial demands placed on all our
chaplaincies by the Covid crisis. I
nonetheless commend my Lent
appeal to you warmly, hoping that
we can all share in the hope that this
new start for the chaplaincy of Liège
promises.
I wish you a holy and spiritually
fulfilling Lent in these difficult times.
With every blessing,

Committed to Ecumenism
Working with other Christian
communities has been important
through this chaplaincy’s history and
remains so today.
You can find out more about the
Liège chaplaincy with these links:
Website
Facebook
YouTube
Email

Donating to the Diocese
How you can donate to the Bishop in Europe’s Lent Appeal 2021:
By cheque: “Lent Appeal 2021”
Diocese in Europe Board of Finance Office
14, Tufton St, London, SW1P 3QZ
By bank transfer:
Account number: 40317039 | Sort code: 20-06-13
IBAN: GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 3170 39 | Swiftbic: BUKBGB22
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On the Diocese in Europe Just Giving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope
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ST. ALBAN’S FAST FOOD
NOURISHING BODY AND SOUL
Sizzling with Scripture

Laden with Goodness

Feeding the hungry is a fundamental
calling of the Christian life. And this
Lent, members and friends of St
Alban’s Copenhagen fed a virtual
community of thousands through
Fast Food. In a season which
traditionally calls for abstinence, the
only thing people were asked to give
up was a couple of minutes a day to
nourish body and soul. No mentions
of a rich comestible or palatable glug
in a year when people had been
forced to give up so much already.

During his earthly life, Jesus
reminded people that just as God
feeds the birds, so God will feed the
people. He preached that his
followers are to be food for others;
salt for the world. Jesus
miraculously fed thousands when
food was scarce; and broke
boundaries by eating with
undesirables as if they were equals.
This was the virtual diner where the
hungry were fed and the humble
lifted high! Children, BAME and
ecumenical partners were as
prominent as adult voices, Ministry
Team and Diocesan big-wigs!

Bishop Robert opened the season’s
delights and Bishop David served
the final helping with lots to savour
in between. With a weekly changing
“menu,” nuggets came in a variety
of flavours from Endings and
Beginnings, Hunger and Thirst, to
Wilderness, Journey, Power, Trust
and Sacrifice. These themes helped
us taste the life of faith seasoned
with Scripture and shaped by life
experiences.
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Through the imagination of children,
we entered the wilderness with a
teddy, found ways to feed a hungry
world and pay men and women
equally. Fast Food was provocative,
thought-provoking and occasionally
tear-jerking. The edible love of God
suited every Great British and
international palate including

Wholesome & Fresh

Denmark, Japan, Zambia, India,
America, Australia, Sierra Leone,
Russia, Burundi, Colombia, and
Germany.
Sharing food meant sharing God.
Jesus did so with outsiders and
outcasts. He was accused of being
a glutton and a drunkard; but on the
night before he died, he broke bread
and shared wine which became
forever the memorial of his life and
passion. Eating is partaking of God’s
goodness. Fasting is seeking God’s
forgiveness. This Lent, we went to
God himself with the help of global
European Anglicans. Our chefs Olivia
and Helen blended the raw
ingredients putting together images
and audio while Rebecca the maitre
d’ led all to the table of friendship.
Thank you to everyone who helped
in any way. If you haven’t dined
out yet – why not visit YouTube and
make a reservation at St Alban’s,
Copenhagen. A rich feast awaits…!
Revd Smitha Prasadam
Chaplain, St Alban’s Copenhagen
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Reducing
Plastic
Waste
We are grateful to Chris Wells
(Algarve, Portugal) and friends for
this report on an event on how to
reduce our plastic waste, with
plenty of ideas for Lent.

01

RE-USABLE SILICONE

Use re-usable silicone lids for
covering bowls in the fridge
instead of clingfilm.

06

OLD ONION NETS
Reusing old onion nets to
save loose produce rolling
around the trolley.

02

07

03

08

WASHABLE FABRIC
Use washable fabric covers to
cover bowls. You could even
make your own: cut circles of
leftover fabric/old sheeting,
make a hem around the edge
and insert elastic.

MICROBEAD FREE
PRODUCTS
Look around your bathroom
and see what you can replace
with non-plastic products.

04

BUY LOOSE TEA
Buy loose tea instead of
teabags. Did know that some
teabags contain plastic fibres?
It’s important to point out that
plastic-free and biodegradable
aren’t the same thing.

REUSE CONTAINERS

If you’re a gardener use
plastic butter containers,
yoghurt pots, etc. to plant
seeds/seedlings
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USE GLASS MORE
Glass or reusable plastic
containers for the fridge rather
than freezer bags.

RAZORS
Use a razor with a disposable
blade rather than a disposable
razor.

BAG FOR LIFE
Taking non-plastic bags to
the supermarket for fruit and
vegetables.

HOTEL TOILETRY PACKS
Hotel toiletry packs often
include a shower cap. These
can be reused as bowl covers
in the fridge.

05

10

for more ideas please visit our website
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Children & Young People’s Network
What we’ve learnt from Zoom & how we can use it in the future

Fifty people who have mostly never
met and not likely to anytime soon
gathered on Zoom on 2 March as
as part of our ongoing work to
gather, recourse and support those
involved in children, young people
and student ministry within the
Diocese in Europe.
It was our chance to celebrate the
creativity and energy put in by those
who lead these groups. How they
have adapted to ministry in Covid
times and to share what we had
learnt. There were no experts in the
room, we were all learning as we go
along, but together we find ways to
serve better, in more relevant and
effective ways.
Alan Kendal, a volunteer youth
leader in St Mark’s Versailles set
the scene with a tour of what has
worked well and what the
challenges have been using Zoom
during the pandemic. Peter Lee,
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from Holy Trinity Lyon picked up
with some of the opportunities for
the future. The challenges have
been using Zoom during the
pandemic.

experience, challenges and
concerns. It is so important to have
this space where we can connect
together. As ever, we could have
done with more time to chat!

Together they painted a picture of
what we have learnt and started to
set our imaginations running about
what could be in the future. The
children and young people in our
chaplaincies often live a good
distance from each other. Travel is
difficult and to meet up in person
midweek can be a real challenge.
But on the positive side, they are
“digital natives”, at home in new
technology and find ways to
connect.

Our Network is maintained using
a Mail Chimp list and a Facebook
group called CONNECT. All our
meetings are on Zoom. If you work
with children, youth or students and
want to be part of the group in the
Diocese, drop me a note and I will
happily include you.

It will be no surprise to you that the
breakout rooms that Caireen
Stewart from Rome led were lively
and spirited as people shared their

In Christ.
Richard Bromley
ICS Mission Director

We see our role as a steering group
to network together as well as
representing children and young
people within the diocese.

View User
Guides
here
General support
Principle
Welcoming a new
chaplain & their
family
Chaplaincy
Accommodation
and Transport
How we support
our chaplains

Caring for
our clergy:
User Guides
The Diocesan Lay Group have
prepared some more Chaplaincy
User Guides on caring for our
clergy, and share this update with
us:
Last autumn, we published the first
set of documents in a series of User
Guides aimed at assisting
chaplaincies in checking if they are
already doing all that should be
expected – or are there holes to be
filled. These covered “Preparing
for a new Chaplain”, “Welcoming a
new Chaplain and their family” and
“Understanding how we run our
Chaplaincies” as well as a general
introduction.

The Bishops’ Staff Meeting has now
endorsed a further two User Guides
which have been prepared by the
Lay Chairs (or equivalent) of our
Archdeaconry/Deanery Synods
supported and advised by a number
of Diocesan laity and clergy. These
provide guidance on chaplaincy
accommodation & transport and
on some general matters such as
retreats and cluster groups.
We have also updated the general
introduction to include the links to
these new guides. The
introduction also now includes
reference to the “Covenant for
Clergy Care and Wellbeing” which

was made an “Act of Synod” at
the 2020 Group of Sessions of
the General Synod and which was
“proclaimed” at the December 2020
meeting of the Diocesan Synod.
As before, the new User Guides are
short and simple but the messages
they embrace are essential to
properly caring for our clergy. Oh,
and please remember that “User
Guides” effectively set the norm
that we should be striving for – if
you can do better then brilliant!
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Towards a
Digital Diocese

half of our website users are
regulars, and the other half are new
visitors. We need a website that is
easier, cleaner and simpler to use,
that will meet both the needs of
people in the diocese and attract
people beyond it.

This year sees the launch of our
drive towards a Digital Diocese
supported by a £250,000 award from
New resources will be developed to
Allchurches Trust. This will grow
enable chaplaincies significantly to
significantly how we connect with
improve their own web presence.
each other to support ministry and
mission across the whole diocese.
We are a huge diocese. Unlike
dioceses in England, we cannot be
connected physically on a day-to-day
basis. Digital does not replace the
power of normal human contact but
it can help to enable and expand it
and enhance all we do both in
community activity and in worship.
We knew this before a global
Pandemic and have seen how a
continent-wide lockdown requires us
to connect and worship digitally. Our
Digital Diocese project will be rolled
out over 3 years and will deliver:

A new website:
We will replace our current website
with a new one. Currently, about
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New, supported networks
for ministry and mission:
We have a diocesan strategy
Walking Together in Faith and the
Bishop’s Council has identified four
big priorities that flow from this
strategy:
•

Better equip lay and ordained
leaders.

•

Present a green church.

•

Develop ministry to young
people and to children.

•

Increase ministry to 		
disadvantaged people, including
migrants and asylum seekers.

That’s where and why new network
building is essential for success
against these outcomes, linking up

New digital content and
better use of Socials
The programme will enable an
increase in written and video content
that can be shared across the
continent.
For the first time the diocese will
be able to increase the expertise
available to all. This will grow our
content on social media in particular
and expand the reach and impact
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
YouTube.
We’re already building up news
sharing from chaplaincies across the
diocese. We will add to this
significantly with this project, linking
and networking chaplaincies and
target groups in new ways, with
support and tools to develop their
presence and outreach on the
ground. This effort will support
discipleship and growth locally and
provide capacity to tell and share
local stories with the whole diocese.

New training resources:
Digital Diocese will fund the
publication of materials for a new
Lay Discipleship course and training
programme.
There will also be enhanced social
media and digital communications
training. Whether you need to know
more about making YouTube videos,
or are a more experienced Facebook
user, there will be options geared to
meet your needs. The project will
have a focus on sharing best
practice.

Sharing beyond the 		
diocese:
We will also make our Digital
Diocese materials and products
available to our ecumenical and faith
partners, and also to parishes in the
UK, as many seek to maintain
contact with continental Europe in
the aftermath of Brexit.

This project is all new work for the
diocese over and above its existing
commitments. It is only possible
due to the funding from Allchurches
Trust.
Allchurches Trust has a mission to
“to equip and empower Christian
organisations to have a positive and
transformative impact on lives and
communities.”
The support they provide includes
grants to equip Christian charities
and churches to help the most
vulnerable and tackle social issues,
including homelessness, poverty,
climate change and cultural
cohesion; and they provide funding
for projects that support church
growth and leadership and share the
Christian faith.
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This is the first Allchurches Trust
grant to the Diocese in Europe, and
one of only a few such awards that
provides support for projects outside
the UK and Ireland.
Jeremy Noles, Head of Grants and
Relationships at Allchurches Trust
added: “These exciting plans to
grow their digital capability will
enable the Diocese in Europe to
reach many more people with
engaging content, equipping and
empowering people across many
countries to increase their digital
outreach to their disciples and help
their communities to feel more
connected. The challenges
presented by the Covid-19 pandemic
have only accelerated the need for
this work and we’re delighted that
our funding will enable the Diocese
of Europe to build on the learnings of
the last year and be even more
creative and diverse in their
mission.”

Bishop Robert
commented:
“Covid-19 has shown how well
our chaplaincies have responded
to meet the acute challenges of
being a church and being together
in these times. The Digital Diocese
project generously supported by
Allchurches Trust will help us do
both. Work towards achieving it
will be both challenging and
exciting. With the right blend of
skills and resources, and vitally
important engagement across
chaplaincies and the groups it will
support, I believe it promises to be
a rewarding long-term effort for us,
as disciples in a more fully
networked diocese.”

There will be updates on the Digital
Diocese project as it rolls out on
the diocesan website, in e-News,
European Anglicans magazine, and
on our social media platforms and
YouTube.
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Visit chaplaincies
across the
Archdeaconry on
social media
here

Archdeaconry of Gibraltar Virtual Synod
Joan Berry and friends from the
Archdeaconry tell us more about
their Virtual Synod 2021 which met
1-3 February:
Just as the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar
Synod was ending in January 2020,
the world was waking up to the
numerous news reports coming out
of China about a coronavirus that
was likely to become a pandemic.
The rest is history …
The Synod Standing Committee
were compelled to join the
multitudes of people whose lives
now seemed to revolve around
holding Zoom meetings. What an
experience that is! An emergency
meeting was held via Zoom to
decide a plan of action for 2021.
It soon became clear that a physical
gathering would not be feasible due
to the number of reps who have
to travel by air which was already
facing severe disruptions. (Our
Archdeaconry covers Spain and all
its islands, Portugal plus Madeira,
Gibraltar, Morocco and Andorra.)
Reluctantly, and with much
trepidation, we opted to hold a
virtual Synod and the planning
began. The usual residential synod
is held over two and a half days with
the Clergy
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Chapter taking place during the
day before the Opening Worship at
18.00.
Realising that no one would have the
appetite to sit though that amount of
time but wanting to try to keep the
Synod “as normal as possible”, we
settled on two full days.
The first most obvious question was,
could all the reps use Zoom?
Training sessions were arranged
until the “fearful” felt confident
enough to cope.
One of the greatest advantages to
holding a virtual gathering was that
we decided to invite speakers who
we knew would otherwise be unable
to accept.
The Dean of St Albans, The Very
Revd Jeffrey John, was invited to
lead the two morning Bible Study
sessions but could only offer one
morning so Dr Jane Williams,
McDonald Professor in Theology at
St Mellitus College, kindly agreed to
cover the other. An invitation was
extended to the new Archbishop
of York, The Most Revd Stephen
Cottrell, to be a keynote speaker and
we were delighted when he
accepted it.

This Archdeaconry has always
welcomed spouses, partners or
church officers to attend the Synod
(at their own cost) and we were
pleased to continue this. The total
number this year with clergy, lay
reps, speakers and guests totalled
around 100.
The theme for synod was “Behold,
I stand at the door and knock” Rev
3:20 (Living the Gospel during the
pandemic) and each speaker gave
an enlightening talk on the topic.
Bishop Robert gave a
presentation on “Looking back and
Looking forward” and Bishop David
talked in depth about the new Clergy
Covenant.
Archbishop Stephen spoke of
“Opening a door of hope – sharing
the gospel in a world of 		
restrictions”. You can watch this
video of his presentation here.
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Extension of
Diocese in Europe
Residency
Support Project
More help for UK Nationals in France
to apply for residency is on the way,
with a decision to extend project
funding for the Diocese in Europe
Residency Support Project to the
end of 2021. The Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development
Office has announced an additional
£1 million in funding to residency
support projects in its UK National
Support Fund (UKNSF) Programme.
This includes more funding for the
diocese project, launched in
September 2020 with a £250,000
grant. The project provides free help
and support to UK Nationals applying
for residency in France under the EU
Exit Withdrawal Agreement.
The French authorities have stated
that all UK nationals wishing to retain
their French residency rights will
have until June 30 2021 to apply,
and that they should be in
possession of their new permit by
1 October.
So far, approximately 125,000 UK
Nationals and their family members
have applied. However, the
estimated numbers of British in
France vary from around 150,000 to
over 400,000, indicating there are at
least tens of thousands who have
still to apply.

For most people, applications are
straightforward and the French
government online application portal
has provided an easy and
streamlined system. However, for
those who may have more complex
circumstances or need assistance,
the Diocese Residency Support
Project provides a website and
confidential helpline staffed by
experienced caseworkers.
Open 6 days each week, the helpline
is staffed by a dedicated team who
are committed to supporting those
who require information and
support to progress their online
permit applications.
The project focused initially on the
Nouvelle-Aquitaine region, with its
largest concentration of UK
Nationals in France. The diocese
project now also covers Occitanie,
Bourgogne Franche-Comté, Centre
Val de Loire, Grand Est and Corsica.
Programme Director Zoe Webster
said:
“The feedback we have received
from people using the French
Government residency online portal
has been largely positive. However,
for some, especially those who may
have moved to France more recently
and need to integrate into unfamiliar
work, health and social systems it
can feel more complex. Sometimes,
understandably, people are
concerned about having the
correct information for their
individual circumstances, which
paperwork to collate or how to
negotiate the electronic process
and upload their documents. That’s
exactly the sort of thing our team is
able to assist with support, and so
far we have supported over 2500
enquirers who have used our project
services online, and our call
helpline.”
With just three months left until the
30 June deadline, the diocese
project team are focusing
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particular attention on those UK
nationals who are harder to reach,
the elderly, those living in remote
areas, or those who may not have
access to online services. There are
also the British people who are so
well integrated into French society,
and who have lived in France for
many years, and who they may not
realise they need to apply for the
Withdrawal Agreement Residency
Permit to remain legally resident in
France.
Archdeacon of France, Peter Hooper
said:
“Alongside the excellent online
support to enquiries Zoe and team
are providing, this new project phase
needs us to pivot towards more local
support. We need to do whatever
we can to leverage our chaplaincy
and wider community networks, and
increase local outreach, including to
communes via French préfectures
and mairies. I would ask everyone in
our Archdeaconry to think about
people they know or maybe aware
of in their communities who may
need to apply for residency, and help
spread the word. We will have an
opportunity to hear how we can do
this in a session at the Archdeaconry
Synod this week.”
All UK nationals over 18 years of
age currently living in France, or
who arrived prior to the end of the
transition period on 31 December
2020 must apply for the new permit
if they wish to retain the Withdrawal
Agreement benefits. The Diocese
in Europe Residency Support Project
team aims to make this a
comfortable and reassuring
process for as many people as they
can reach.
The helpline number is: + 33 (0)5 32
80 00 05
The email enquiry form is available
here.
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Community of Conversation
The Revd Evelyn Sweerts, Assistant Curate at the Anglican Church of
Luxembourg shares this story on inter-faith dialogue with us, living out the
‘In Good Faith’ initiative which seeks to facilitate encounters between priests and rabbis.

As Christians we recognise that all
people are uniquely and
wonderfully made in the image of
God. Our inter-faith engagement
begins in and with the triune nature
of God and finds expression in
a reflection of God’s generous love
and hospitality. Inter-faith relations
can be a way of sharing God’s
concern for all people, being good
neighbours, and working for peace
and justice. Knowing and
understanding our own faith is the
foundation of constructive inter-faith
encounter. Both the British Council
of Churches and the Roman
Catholic Church base their principles
for inter-faith encounter on dialogue,
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an assumption of a meeting of
equals that contains not just good
words but good listening. Dialogue
happens not to erase difference but
across it in mutual learning, and in
celebration of it. One of its gifts is
coming to understand our own faith
better.
We are fortunate in Luxembourg
to be one of the so-called cultes
conventionnées, which includes the
Roman Catholic, Jewish,
Protestant, Eastern Orthodox and
Muslim religious communities here.
This means there is a pre-existing
forum for inter-faith collaboration
and dialogue, which is a tremendous
blessing.

In 2019, the Church of England’s
Faith and Order Commission
published God’s Unfailing Word, a
teaching document on
‘Theological and Practical
Perspectives on Christian–Jewish
Relations’, as the subtitle has it. In
its foreword, Archbishop Justin
Welby says that the church loses
when it turns its back on the
Jewish-Christian encounter, for we
cannot understand ourselves
without a deep appreciation of
God’s call of and on the Jewish
people. The ‘In Good Faith’
initiative seeks to facilitate
encounters between priests and
rabbis.

15

“

Understanding
the relationship
between
Christianity and
Judaism is a
vital part of the
spiritual
formation of all
Christian
disciples.

”

Rabbi Alexander Grodensky is the
rabbi of the liberal synagogue and
we have worked together in various
ways in recent years. This has been
both thought-provoking and fun. It
started informally, with a trip by our
Confirmation candidates to the
synagogue for a tour followed by
worship. This was followed by
getting a small group of adults
together to discuss ‘remembrance’
in the Bible as understood in our
faiths. From these encounters grew
something more intentional and
regular, namely a community of
practice for clergy.
In our first meeting we discussed
parts of God’s Unfailing Word and
since then we have talked about
models of leadership, prayer, and
liturgical texts, though that short list
doesn’t really reflect how
wide-ranging the conversation can
become.
Alexander Grodensky writes:
“I find our clergy talks enriching. In
particular, I am grateful that our
discussion not only refers to the
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Rabbi Alexander Grodensky

doctrinal framework but goes
beyond it, to our personal
experiences and theologies, which
makes our dialogue authentic
and gives a feeling of the divine
presence. The practice of mindful
silence, with which we close our
meetings, strengthens this feeling
even more.”
I have found the first principle of
God’s Unfailing Word to be
unfailingly true: this relationship is a
gift and it does help me
understand more fully God’s
purposes for the world. Who will you
invite for conversation?

Revd Evelyn Sweerts

For more information on Jewish and
Anglican communities in
Luxembourg, you can visit their
web sites and Facebook pages:
Liberal Jewish Community of
Luxembourg
Liberal Jewish Community of
Luxembourg Facebook
The Anglican Church of
Luxembourg
The Anglican Church of
Luxembourg Facebook

Bishop Robert commented:
“I am delighted to commend
Evelyn’s heart-warming account of
Christian-Jewish encounter.
Understanding the relationship
between Christianity and Judaism is
a vital part of the spiritual
formation of all Christian disciples.
Evelyn models this beautifully, and I
would love to see her example
replicated across the diocese.”

23

Living in Love and Faith Taster Event
On 8 March, over 100 chaplains and
laity from around the diocese joined
a three and a half hour Zoom
meeting for a presentation of the
Living in Love and Faith (LLF) course
materials, and special thanks are
due to Andrew Caspari for handling
the technical side of this meeting.
The meeting was begun and ended
with prayer from Bishop Robert and
The Revd Deborah Chapman
(Assistant Chaplain in Barcelona).
Eeva John from the Archbishops’
Council introduced the LLF materials
and course, with help from Bishop
Jo Wells and Isabelle Hamley,

members of the LLF report group.
There were four moments of group
work in breakout groups to discuss
good listening, understandings of
gender, friendship and possible uses
of LLF in our own contexts. The chat
was full of points and questions.
Jack McDonald, our LLF advocate,
will be writing to the diocese to
summarise the meeting, to inform
us of arrangements for training LLF
course leaders and to introduce the
diocese’s LLF chaplains whose role
will be to accompany those who
experience the need to talk through
the LLF process confidentially.

According to the current timetable,
chaplaincies have until the end of
2021 to report their experiences of
LLF to the LLF office in London,
a process which will inform the
House of Bishops and the
General Synod as they debate issues
of identity, sexuality, relationships
and marriage in 2021 and 2022.

Minority Ethnic Vocations Conference
“Come and see” Vocations
conference 7-9 May 2021
An online weekend for Anglicans of
ME heritage exploring their Vocation
in the Church of England.
Are you of ME heritage, thinking
and praying about whether God may
be leading you towards ordained
ministry? Come and be informed,
resourced and supported on your
vocational journey.
For the first time the Eastern Region
is hosting a ME Vocations
Conference supported by dioceses
across the East of England for those
of ME heritage exploring ordained
ministry. The original week-end
event has been refocused into three
sessions on Zoom – one on Friday
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evening, two on Saturday morning –
but with all the original guest
speakers still involved.
This event is open to anyone
discerning a vocation to authorised
ministry, lay or ordained, within the
Church of England.
We believe this event will provide
insight and inspiration to those who
are discerning God’s call in their
lives. The event will create a safe
space where questions can be asked
and the opportunity to talk to
ordained ME ministers and others on
the discernment journey about the
joys and the challenges involved.
The event is free. Book here.
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In a statement issued by the White
House, President Biden has called
the announcement by Turkey
“sudden and unwarranted”.

This move is a huge setback to
these efforts and all the more
deplorable because it compromises
the protection of women in Turkey,
across Europe and beyond.”
Infographic: www.coe.int

Council of Europe:
Istanbul
Convention
Bishop Robert has called the
decision by Turkey to withdraw
from the Council of Europe
Istanbul Convention on Preventing
and Combating Violence Against
Women and Domestic Violence “a
deeply concerning setback”.
Turkey announced its decision to
withdraw from the Convention on 20
March.
>

The Secretary General of the
Council of Europe, Marija Pejcinovic
Buric, responded swiftly to the
announcement from Ankara:
“Turkey‘s announced withdrawal
from the Council of Europe‘s
Istanbul Convention on violence
against women is devastating news.
The Istanbul Convention covers 34
European countries and is widely
regarded as the gold standard in
international efforts to protect
women and girls from the violence
that they face every day in our
societies.
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The current chair of the Council of
Europe's Committee of Ministers,
which brings together the 47
Member States of the CoE, German
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs
Heiko Maas, and the President of
the Council of Europe’s
Parliamentary Assembly, Rik Daems
followed up with a joint statement,
in which they "deeply regret the
decision of the President of Turkey
to withdraw from this Convention
widely supported in the country,
without any parliamentary debate."
For the European Union, High
Representative for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy and
Vice-President of the Commission,
Josep Borrell Fontelles said:
"The Istanbul Convention aims at
ensuring essential legal protection to
women & girls across the world. We
cannot but regret deeply and
express incomprehension towards
the decision of the Turkish
government to withdraw from this
convention. We urge Turkey to
reverse its decision."
President of the Commission, Dr
Ursula von der Leyen added in a
tweet:
“Violence against women is not
tolerable. Women deserve a strong
legal framework to protect them.
I support the #IstanbulConvention
and call on all signatories to ratify it.

Bishop Robert has written to the
Council of Europe and the EU
offering strong support to the
statements issued by both
organisations, emphasising:
“You may be assured that Anglicans
across Europe, as members of the
global Anglican Communion, will
continue to campaign for the
ratification of the Convention by all
Member States of the Council of
Europe, and to support EU and
Council of Europe policies and
programmes that will prevent and
combat violence against women
and domestic violence, and promote
Gender Justice.
I will likewise continue to work with
my fellow bishops in the Church of
England in their ongoing efforts in
the UK Parliament to press the UK
Government to ratify the Istanbul
Convention.”
In 2020, the diocese actively
promoted the Istanbul Convention
with a video by Bishop Robert and
a social media campaign engaging
women across the Diocese as part
of the global #16days effort
supported annually by the Anglican
Communion.
For more information on the Council
of Europe Istanbul Convention, EU
gender equality strategy and
Anglican campaigning on Gender
Justice, please visit:
Council of Europe website
Our website for more further links
And follow the campaign on social
media:
Twitter | #IstanbulConvention
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New Chaplain
to the Bishop
in Europe
Bishop Robert announced on 15
March that The Revd Canon Alan
Strange would become the next
Bishop’s Chaplain. Alan joined us on
1 April.
The Chaplain is responsible for
supporting the ministry of the
Bishop, overall management of the
Bishop’s office and supporting the
strategic objectives of the Diocese.
Alan will be a key point of liaison
between the chaplaincies and the
Bishop’s Office, and between the
Bishop’s Office and the Diocesan
Office in London. He will work
alongside Damian Thwaites, the
Bishop’s Europe attaché and
Diocesan Director of
Communications. This is a
senior post in the Bishop’s
Leadership Team and for the
duration of the role Alan will be
made a Canon of the Cathedral
Chapter.
Alan has over 35 years’ experience
of ordained ministry in the Church of
England gained in three dioceses. In
the 1990s he was Associate
Chaplain of Holy Trinity Brussels,
where he assisted in the
development of (largely) West
African ministry and in planting a
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new congregation. He was Rector
of Holy Trinity Norwich for 20 years,
and Area Dean of Norwich South for
6 years before returning to the
Diocese in Europe as Chaplain of
Christ Church Amsterdam in 2016.
Alan is currently a clergy
representative on the Diocesan
Synod and Bishop’s Council. He is
married to Natalie, who has a
ministry of spiritual direction.
Alan said: “I very much look forward
to a new way of serving God under
our Bishop: who could fail to be

excited by the sheer scope of our
diocese? I will be most grateful for
prayer, as Natalie and I settle in
Belgium, where we met and
married.”
Bishop Robert commented:
“I hope you will join with me in
making Alan very welcome in his
new role. In the meantime, I
commend Alan and Natalie to your
prayers as he draws his ministry in
Amsterdam to a close and prepares
to take up his new responsibilities.”
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Bishop Robert in discussion with
Dr Isabelle Hamley
The Revd Prebendary Dr Isabelle
Hamley (pictured) took up a key
position as Secretary for
Ecumenical Relations and Theology
at the Church of England’s Council
for Christian Unity, and Theological
Adviser to the House of Bishops last
November.
In this discussion with Bishop
Robert, Isabelle spoke of her French
Protestant background, her journey
into the Church of England, her work
as Chaplain to the
Archbishop of Canterbury, and her
experiences of Brexit.
The discussion addressed
ecumenism, in which Bishop Robert
describes Anglicanism as a “bridge
church in Europe” engaging with
Protestants and Catholics, and
emphasized our desire in the
diocese to deepen these fraternal
relationships.

Dr Hamley asked what the
ecumenical work of the Church of
England needs to look like today, in
the context of both the pandemic
and post-Brexit.
She identified two tasks:
The first is to articulate the
theological and spiritual rationale for
our ecumenical work.
“Our Christian faith calls us to
engage and to bridge gaps and not
to widen them. I would like to see
the Church articulating that quite
powerfully. Whatever the political
relationship we have, as Christians
we are members of the same body,
and as fellow human beings we have
a duty to reach out to one another,”
Isabelle said.

like the World Council of Churches
(WCC) and Conference of European
Churches (CEC) in the post-Brexit
world, to which Isabelle added:
“There are bilateral relationships
with other Churches … Old
Catholics, Meissen with German
Protestants, and Reuilly with French
Protestants. How do we show the
potential of working together?”
You can watch the full interview
here.

The second is practically important,
and to look at how we engage
ecumenically using instruments
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New Archdeacon
of France
It gives us the greatest pleasure that
The Revd Canon Dr. Peter Hooper
joined the Diocese as Archdeacon of
France on 15 February.
Peter (pictured) was
previously priest-in-charge of seven
rural churches near Melton
Mowbray and Area Dean of the
Framland Deanery in the
Leicester Diocese. He was the Chair
of the House of Clergy, a member
of Bishop’s Council, and has sat on
various other diocesan committees.
Much of his time in ministry has
been directed to growing Christian
communities and presence, both
within established settings as well
as in start-up situations and secular
organisations. He is interested in
national initiatives on clergy
flourishing and has co-ordinated a
series of projects looking at reducing
the administration burden for clergy.
Over the last ten years, Peter has
been Area Dean for two different
deaneries, both of which have been
re-organised under his leadership.
Peter was born in the North East of
England and following some nine
years at Newcastle University, he
worked in the agricultural supply
industry, eventually becoming
managing director of a large
agricultural seeds business based
in Toulouse, France.
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Whilst living there he served as
chaplaincy Warden in the Anglican
chaplaincy, so understands well
the realities of chaplaincy life in the
Archdeaconry. Peter was ordained
in the Leicester Diocese in 2006,
however a major part of his training
took place at the Institut Catholique
de Toulouse, which at the time was
local to him.
Peter was widowed in 2019 and
has two grown up children, William
who is a Chartered Civil Engineer
and Catherine, a Human Nutritionist,
who works in the Food Industry.
Whilst they will not be returning with
him to live in France, they are
excited about the opportunities to
visit. Peter has lived and worked in
France for over a decade and looks
forward very much to returning to a
country that he regards as his home.
Peter feels a strong sense of calling
to this role. He comments:
“It is often quoted that you should
‘never go back’. However, when
we truly open ourselves up to God’s
guidance, such dismissive thought
should not be part of our discipleship
journey. We offer our lives to be
shaped, formed and placed where
God knows best and so it is with
enormous pleasure and great

excitement that I respond to his call
to ‘go back’ to my ministerial roots in
France”.
Bishop Robert said:
“I am thrilled that we are able to
appoint a priest of such rich
experience and skill to this key
leadership role, with responsibilities
for our chaplaincies across France
and Monaco. Please pray for Peter
as he begins a major period of
transition. In due course I hope you
will join with me in giving Peter a
warm welcome into his new
responsibilities and return to
France.”
Please see the Archdeaconry of
France website, part of the Anglican
Diocese in Europe for local details of
chaplaincies in France and Monaco.
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International Mass
for Seafarers
The Revd Jamie Johnston, The Anglican Chaplain at All
Saints’ Marseille shares this story with us:

On 6 February a new monthly online
International Mass for seafarers was
launched on YouTube, streamed live
from the Basilica of Notre-Dame de
la Garde in Marseille at 09h00 (CET).

when they may be able to return
home, meanwhile confined to small
cabins with little by way of support
available to assist their mental and
emotional wellbeing.

Welcoming fellow clergy from
across Marseille, including our
Chaplain, Jamie Johnston and
Recteur of Notre-Dame de la Garde,
Olivier Spinoza, spoke of the
Basilica’s vocation as the
“Cathedral for Seafarers”. He
recalled that prayers have been
offered for their protection and
wellbeing on the site of the
Basilica since the 15th century,
and that for the last 150 years the
statue of Notre-Dame holding the
infant Christ looking out to sea has
been experienced by seafarers from
across the world as a source of
blessing.

Reflecting on the service afterwards,
Jamie commented:
“There was a tangible sense of the
seafarers sharing the Mass with us,
despite the distance that separated
us from them. The prayer of Spiritual
Communion (which is used where
worshippers cannot share bread and
wine together in person) was
recited in seven different languages
– French, English, Spanish, Italian,

Ukrainian, Russian and Swahili –
itself a comment on the huge
international mix of seafarers who
in normal times visit the Seamen’s
Club in the port of Marseille. God’s
Kingdom is infinite and borderless:
what the pandemic has taught us is
that technology can help us witness
to that truth and celebrate it even in
the darkest of times.”
Follow All Saints’ Marseille on
Facebook here
You can also visit their chaplaincy
website.

The monthly Mass, which takes
place in English, is intended for
sailors anywhere in the world who
are unable to leave their ships
because of the pandemic. Many
have suffered great hardship through
the months of lockdown, thousands
of miles from family and friends,
uncertain
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Stations of
the Cross
Exhibition
As we continued our journey
through Lent, The Revd Dr Catriona
Laing, Chaplain of St Martha and
St Mary’s Anglican Church, Leuven
shared this story of art and the
Stations of the Cross:
I have been co-curating Stations of
the Cross with Professor
Aaron Rosen (Professor of Religion
& Visual Culture Religion Wesley
Theological Seminary, Washington,
DC) in different cities around the
world for five years. Having visited
the exhibition in its first incarnation
in London in 2016, I was captivated
by the way in which the themes
evoked by the Stations of the Cross
evoke so many of the issues of
suffering and despair that we
experience on an individual or
collective scale today. They also
speak into many of the fights for
social justice in which we are
engaged.

“

Through art and reflection, the exhibition
transports us to moments of betrayal,
abandonment, torture and despair that we
might have experienced or may see in the
suffering of others

Jesus was homeless. Jesus was
tortured. Jesus was unfairly
condemned. I understand the call of
the church to be to make the
connections between the message
of the gospel and life as we
experience it today. We are called
to take the message of God’s love
out of our church buildings into the
hopeless, forgotten and despairing
parts of our communities.
Stations of the Cross seeks to do
this through art.

”

As we pray our way along the
Stations of the Cross we are invited
to stop and reflect on these
moments in the story of Jesus’
passion. As a Christian, our
exhibition highlights for me how
the mystery of the incarnation sits
at the heart of the Christian faith as
we worship a God who is with us.
Through art and reflection, the
exhibition transports us to moments
of betrayal, abandonment, torture
and despair that we might have
experienced or may see in the
suffering of others. In so doing it
reminds the visitor that God has
been there, and is there, with us, in
these moments. They might even
stir us to respond.
I was particularly drawn to an
exhibition that took the visitor on a
pilgrimage through different parts
of the city, inviting us to make the
connections between the sacred and
secular spaces in our cities and the
issues of suffering and social justice
evoked by the stations.
Until this year the exhibition has
been a physical experience whereby
the visitor followed a map around

the city stopping at each of the
stations to listen to a podcast
reflection, perhaps pray or respond
in another way before proceeding to
the next station. This year, we have
decided to make a virtue of being
forced to go online by inviting the
visitor on a virtual pilgrimage through
Russia, South Korean, Pakistan and
the Netherlands, with other stops
along the way.
That stations do not provide quick fix
solutions to some of the crises we
are facing; they are more
realistic than that. Instead, they
provide space to stop and be in the
moment, which is important. Then
ultimately, for those of us who use
this as part of our Lenten practice,
the stations point us to the hope of
Easter and the promise that God is
not only with us in the moments of
despair, God is with us in the
redemption and rejoicing that
follows.
Bishop David comments:
“The Revd Catriona presents to us
a modern-day Stations of the Cross,
using art and meditations to highlight
contemporary issues of social
justice. I commend this most
warmly to the faithful of the
diocese. In walking and praying
these Stations, we walk with Jesus
who is among those whose lives are
a Via Dolorosa, of sweat, blood and
tears.”
For more information you can visit
the Exhibition’s website here
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Bishop David:
Rededication of
Vows and Blessing
of Oils sermon
Dear friends, in these difficult
pandemic times we all miss each
other very much. We feel the limits
imposed on us acutely on days like
today. For the second year in a row
we have had no physical gatherings
for the Chrism mass. Beyond the
sacred purpose of renewing our
vows of ministry and blessing the
oils for our sacraments, those
gatherings have been times when
we share real collegial and joyful
friendship, as we vest together
before the service, and as we share
the light Lent meal which is usually
on offer. We pray earnestly that such
opportunities will return next year.
Today’s gathering for ordained and
lay ministers, although not physical,
helps us connect as a community of
ministers, to support each other and
recommit each other to our common
service to the people of the diocese.
In these difficult Covid-19 times
much good has happened, through
your faithfulness. You have
developed an abundance of
creativity. You have encouraged the
best from our people: encouraging
them to reach out to the community,
to keep in touch with the lonely, to
sustain the isolated with messages
of encouragement and hope. In so
many beautiful ways that we could
not have imagined, your
communities are offering worship,
having pastoral meetings and a
holding a variety of study groups.
Our chaplaincies have flooded the
digital highways, and that
has been a joyful surprise for us all!
There is further benefit to our
seclusion, our “imposed
monasticism”. We have had time to
think about what is important in our
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lives and how we might live simpler
lives in the future. Deprived of a
full and frequent eucharistic life we
have been drawn into a deeper
appreciation of the rhythm of the
daily office. We have been feasting
more deeply on the living Word in
psalm and Holy Scripture. Where
the eucharistic table is not so
easily accessible for some, we have
rediscovered how to dine daily at
the Table of the Word. Dear friends,
it is on this ministry of the Word
I want to spend a moment today.
All of us gathered to renew our
vows have a range of
responsibilities in the Church.
Bishops have an apostolic role to
lead the whole people of God in the
Church’s mission. Priests are
shepherds, the pastors of local
communities, bringing them
together to celebrate the
sacraments of our redemption.
Deacons are heralds of the kingdom
and servants of the poor and
marginalised. Readers assist the
clergy, sharing in their pastoral and
evangelistic work. But one thing
unites all of us: the ministry of the
Word. According to our formularies
Readers are to “preach and teach
the word of God”.
Deacons are charged with
“proclaiming the Gospel in word
and in deed”. Priests are to “preach
the word in season and out of
season”. Bishops are directed
“to expound the Gospel of
salvation”. Preaching the word is
the common thread woven into
each of our diverse ministries. St
Paul today reminds us that at the
heart of our preaching ministry is
the proclamation of Jesus Christ as
Lord, a message that brings light
out of darkness.
We are living in a time when
bringing light out of darkness, is
challenging! The Church in Europe
is living a biblical experience of
exile.In the Scriptures exile is a
spiritual condition not only a

geographical one. In the Old
Testament exile was when God’s
people found themselves trying to
be faithful in an alien environment,
even at times a hostile one. Well,
we are, most of us, living in an alien
environment. In almost all our
countries less than 20% of people
think that religion is important in
their lives. In England, the C of E’s
central structures are getting
nervous; it is predicted that for the
first time ever fewer than 50% of
people in the UK will have ticked
“Christian” in the census this
month.
Scripture warns us about ancient
Israel in exile; the people of God
faced the temptation to assimilate
into the dominant culture around
them, as a survival technique. That is
the challenge facing Christians in our
lands today: the great pull to
conform, instead of being salt and
light – bringing light out of darkness.
So much about our Western ways
are incongruent with our faith. I think
of the growing intolerance towards
minorities and migrant communities.
We witness attempts at legislation
to curtail certain freedoms of
expression among such
communities, in Denmark and
Hungary, for instance. The UK seeks
to defy international law by judging
an asylum seeker’s need for
protection based on how, in their
desperation, they have arrived on
this island! There is a growing lack
of co-operation among nations, for
the common good of the planet’s
peoples. We have witnessed this
most recently in the disputes about
the supply and delivery of vaccines
for instance.
People might ask, “but what does
this have to do with religion? Is this
not more about politics?” This
question as we know betrays a
complete misunderstanding of our
faith. This is the week of the passion
and death of Jesus Christ. This week
is about God that shatters what the
world assumes about God

God is not some celestial monarch,
sitting on a heavenly throne
untouched and untroubled by the
storms that rage here on earth. This
week we see God the Son, not on a
sapphire throne, but on a cross,
despised, rejected, suffering. God
the Son stands with us in the
midst of the storms of this life. His
message imparted to his disciples,
to the Church, is about lifting up the
lowly, caring for lost sheep,
embracing the shunned, selfless
service, like that of the Samaritan, to
the one who is very different from
me. God the Son, suffering and
dying, ensures our faith is about real
flesh and blood issues. So preaching
the Gospel of justice, of inclusion, of
welcome, of compassion, of sharing
what we have, this is the Gospel of
the Incarnate One, who brings light
to the darkness of this world.
Today we renew ministerial vows,
but let us consider also our vows of
discipleship. When we bishops
celebrate the sacrament of
confirmation, the candidates answer
a question put to them: “will you
acknowledge Christ’s authority
over human society, by defending
the weak, and by seeking peace and
justice.” The implication is clear:

“

to be a Christian
disciple is a
vocation which is
about the pursuit
of justice, concern
for the poor and
the weak, and the
building of peace.

”
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liberating news of the Gospel in the
world, helping them to connect that
life-giving Gospel to the social and
public issues that affect the
common good.
In this diocese we are focussed right
now on two aspects of this kingdom
centred Gospel: racial justice and the
environment. We are exploring
together another area – how a
diverse community in terms of
sexuality and gender can live
together in love and faith. But there
are so many more – the Gospels
are filled with insights into what
the reign of justice and peace looks
like. It is that reign, that kingdom,
for which we pray each day and for
which we work as builders.
Dear sister and brother preachers,
our task of preaching the values of
the kingdom is not easy. Certain
issues of justice can divide a
congregation. Some voices were
concerned about our racial justice
paper, for instance. Some would
prefer that we should stick to
“spiritual themes” rather than
matters like climate change. There
will be a whole range of opinions on
just about anything we might want
to say about human sexuality. So,
since we homilists are also charged
with building up the body of Christ
in unity, here is a tip, known to all
of you I am sure: it may sometimes
be best for us in our preaching to
raise the great issues of justice in
the form of questions, rather than
suggesting concrete solutions. But
raised they must be, if we are
faithful to the Word Made Flesh.

Church think we are more
interested in our internal rules, about
our own moral codes. But Jesus did
not impose regulations and moral
codes. He invited people into a
community no questions asked, a
community marked with joy, with
equality, with warmth and
compassion.
In home or family life there are three
great messages we like to hear are:
•

first, “I love you”

•

second, “you are forgiven”

•

third, “dinner is ready”!

In our communities and in our
preaching these three messages
should ring out clearly for they sum
up the message of Jesus Christ:
•

Love

•

forgiveness

•

an invitation to dine at the
banquet of the kingdom where
all are welcome and all are
satisfied.

Finally, our preaching is to be a clear
expression of God’s saving love.
People beyond the walls of the

As preachers our task is to
strengthen the disciples in this
solemn vow that they have made.
We are to inspire a sense of mission
for those who hear our preaching,
equipping them to spread the

33

Thank God this great ministry of the
Word entrusted to us is not without
support. St Paul tells us today we
are but earthen vessels, clay jars.
But we are clay jars which God fills
with extraordinary grace through
the power of God’s Spirit. All of you
likely know I have a great fondness
for another earthen vessel: Mary the
mother of the Incarnate Word. For
me she is a model disciple. See how
God’s Spirit guided her:
She was open to hearing God speak,
for her it was through the message
of an angel.
She pondered the truth about her
Son her heart. In her Magnificat she
boldly spoke the prophetic word.
The same Spirit of God acted on us
in our baptism, and is in us, and with
us. We are open to listening to that
Spirit each day in our prayer, daily
office, and study of Scriptures. We
are attentive to the Spirit as we read
the signs of the times, pondering
what Christ’s Gospel says about the
good things around us in the world,
as well as the bad; we trust God’s
Spirit to help us speak his word into
that reality.
My sisters and brothers, the bishops
thank you for all you are doing to
serve Jesus Christ our living Word.
A worship song from the 1980s by
Jim Strathdee sums up our common
commitment today:
“openly we share God’s word,
speaking truth as we believe,
praying that this troubled world
would healing light receive”.
In this ministry we are united.
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Lent and
Easter
Across the
Diocese
Lent is a time of abstinence and
fasting and also a time to embolden each
other as disciples. A great time of prayer,
giving and fasting which many did across
the diocese.
Enjoy this compilation of pictures from
different chaplaincies across the diocese
between Lent and Easter.
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Bishop Robert:
Sermon for Easter Sunday
It is Easter Sunday. The greatest
festival of the Christian year. But the
annual celebration of Easter finds us
this year in hard times, with most
of us in Europe still in lockdown.
Mostly our church services are
limited and our family gatherings are
forbidden.
The Covid pandemic has been really
hard. It has impacted physical health,
mental health and economic health.
Some have very sadly lost loved
ones, often in complicated
circumstances. People have lost
their jobs. The education of our
children has been disrupted. Poor
mental health amongst young
people, and domestic violence
within families are two other serious
effects.
I am particularly struck by the way
the pandemic has generated
loneliness. In Belgium where I live
70% of the population say they are
either somewhat or very lonely.
Many of us long for physical
company, for a gathering of family
or friends, for a handshake or a hug.
Covid has increased our isolation
from each other. Another spiritual
impact is the destruction of dreams.
It has been very difficult to organise
major life events like weddings or
even to plan a holiday. Many young
people have not been able to get
started on a career, many
businesses have collapsed, many
have not had the companionship
in retirement to which they had
always looked forward. Our futures
seemed to have been flattened out
and we live from day to day. People
often say to me: “where do we find
hope?”
Rather to my surprise, I found
inspiration recently from the
autobiographical account of a couple

36

who were struggling not with the
pandemic but with childlessness,
and with the isolation and despair
that childlessness brought with it.
Sheridan Voysey and his wife
Merryn are an Australian couple –
and in his book called Resurrection
Year Sheridan describes the dark
clouds which descended on them as
they came to the eventual
conclusion that they would never be
able to have children. An expected
future was lost; a dream collapsed.
Where could they find new hope?
Like many in our diocese they
decided they needed a new start in
a new place. And like many
Australians they decided to tour
Europe. They visited many of the
well-loved places within our
European diocese to look for
inspiration. They savoured the
aesthetic riches of Rome; they
enjoyed the romantic waterways of
Venice; they delighted in the natural
beauty of Switzerland. Finally they
came to Paris. It was in Paris that
Sheridan Voysey found a new
perspective on his sadness and a
new hope.
They found their way to the
Cathedral of the Sacré Coeur at
Montmartre. Perhaps you have
visited it yourself. Sheridan Voisey
sat in the nave of the Cathedral and
looked upwards. Above him was the
immense mosaic of the risen Christ
that decorates the ceiling above the
altar. He sat and he gazed at the face
of Christ.
And as he did so, some eternal
truths pressed themselves upon
him. They are truths relevant to all
of us - particularly those who suffer
from loneliness or broken dreams or
a loss of hope.

Watch the
Bishop’s sermon
on video here.

Voysey realised afresh that God
in Jesus Christ is the One above
all who has felt our isolation – the
loneliness, the loss, the alienation.
God understands. For Jesus was
rejected by the priests and the
politicians, and driven out of town
by his neighbours. Judas betrayed
him; Peter denied him; his family
told him he was mad. In his hour
of need all his friends fled. Crowds
that once praised him called for his
death. In the Garden of Gethsemane
his prayers were met with silence.
And as he hung, pinned to a cross
like a butterfly on a frame, even God
seemed to have abandoned him.
Truly, if we feel lonely and isolated,
Jesus felt that all the more.
Yet on Easter Sunday, the crucified
one took everyone by surprise. He
rose from the dead. And in rising,
Jesus opened up a new and
unexpected future. Whilst still
bearing the wounds of the cross,
Jesus was miraculously restored
to life in a body that was new but
recognisably the same.
That was a profound surprise and
shock to the disciples. The disciples
must now completely recalibrate
their lives. They too must die to an
old set of ways and expectations
and rise to a new day and a new set
of tasks. And this, Sheridan Voysey
concludes is what he and his wife
must do too. Not that the pain of
childlessness will disappear, but
that he can be confident in a new
and different future. He is no longer
bound by the chains of sadness. As
he says: ‘perhaps a greater tragedy
than a broken dream is a life forever
defined by it’.

It is very easy to feel trapped in the
present circumstances, feeling that
the world is narrowing down around
us with hope being squeezed out.
And our emotions are easily swayed
by the news. Today the news might
be good, tomorrow it is bad, next
day it is better – we don’t know
whether to feel pessimistic or
optimistic. Whichever, the
uncertainty and unpredictability sure
make us anxious.
But Easter summons us to a much
broader horizon. Perhaps we are
only seeing the pixel not the picture.
Maybe we are noticing the pebble
not the beach. At Easter we are
invited to connect with the wider
purposes of God. We are invited to
access a source of hope that stands
outside our present situation. And
the historical guarantee of this
hope-filled future is the resurrection
of Jesus. We can know we have a
future because of what has
happened in the past.
So we are invited to dream a new
dream and lay hold of a new future
that is founded on God’s irresistibly
loving and life-giving purposes. The
content of this dream will inevitably
be a surprise to us. That is because
the foundation of Christian hope lies
beyond us and outside us. It goes far
beyond our own feelings of
optimism or pessimism which
depend so much on the
circumstances of the present
moment and the daily news
broadcasts. Christian hope is the
forward projection of Christian faith.
As the book Hebrews puts it:

“

faith is the
assurance of
things hoped for,
the conviction of
things not seen.

”

Faith is rooted above all in the event
we celebrate today: the
extraordinary, miraculous but for
me completely convincing
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
Faith starts here, and works forward
in all kinds of surprising and
hopeful ways through history
and into a future we haven’t yet
dreamed of. That is why I am always
full of hope.
After Jesus rose from the dead he
appeared to his disciples in many
and various ways. At his final
appearance and in the very last
sentence of St. Matthew’s gospel,
he said to the disciples: ‘surely, I am
with you always, to the very end of
the age.

“

The physical Jesus
is no longer with us.
Yet he remains
present with us,
by his Spirit.

”

new futures within the purposes of a
God who brings life out of death and
joy out of despair.
A song written in 1945 has become
something of a European anthem in
this past year of coronavirus. You’ll
know it well I’m sure.

Walk on, walk on with hope in
your heart.
Walk on through the wind
Walk on through the rain
Though your dreams be tossed
and blown
Walk on, walk on
With hope in your heart
And you’ll never walk alone.
With the assurance of an Easter faith
you will walk on with hope in your
heart, and with Christ at your side
you will never walk alone.
A very happy Easter to you all.

The Christ who has known utter
loneliness and isolation himself, is
present with us in our isolation, to
cheer, to comfort, to console, to give
hope.
Easter Sunday finds us this year in
hard times. Yet, dear friends, the
message of Easter is exactly the
message we need to hear. For as
we gaze on the face of Christ we
can be reassured that the earthly
Jesus has shared fully in the worst
that life can throw at any of us. We
can draw renewed confidence that
in Jesus God triumphs over the
forces of darkness and provides
us with a secure basis for faith and
a sure ground for hope. We can
truly know that God walks with us
through the storms of life, and that
we can dream new dreams and
imagine
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