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From the Editor
A Year in Numbers

11, 3,148, 4

5C

Welcome to this Winter issue of
European Anglicans magazine, which
is also the 2021 Diocese in Europe
Annual Review. As I expected, it has
been a tough task selecting which
stories making diocesan news to
include in this Review, and not least
as the quantity and quality we have
received from across the diocese has
been so high. This Review starts by
sharing the story of diocesan
communications, and every number
below helps to tell our story for this
year …

We have brought you 11 issues of
our e-News bulletin, full of bite-size
snippets from across the diocese.
Subscriber numbers are going up, and
are now at 3,148. And this issue is
the fourth edition of EA magazine this
year. EA started in Summer 2019 as a
pilot, and is now well established.

The 100-word 5C pledge we launched
in June is helping us to serve each
other well before we click send, and
we continue encourage people across
the diocese to add the pledge to
e-mail signature blocks.

100
We have published 100 articles this
year on the diocesan website, from
ordinations to Episcopal visits to
chaplaincy offerings from every part
of the diocese. Thank you for all your
contributions!

58,967
This is the number of website users
… with thanks to Vatican News
coverage of our June story on
refugees, we got a big boost in traffic!
Our focus on overall quality and
content range is bearing fruit.
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7,863, 295
We now have 7,863 followers
across our social media platforms,
an increase of 1,000 this year across
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Our YouTube subscriber base is going
up, too: 295. We’re now able to start
varying content and coverage across
platforms, as we get more insights on
reach and what audiences like to see.

6
We’ve been developing our social
media training offer over the past 3
years now. We ran 6 sessions this
year, including new training on the
use and abuse of social media, social
media copywriting and livestreaming
for gathered worship.

1.6
And finally, 1.6 … our current
diocesan communications effort, as
Amber, Jamie and I all work part-time
on comms. That’s why social media
volunteers from the diocese
complement our efforts so valuably.
I thank all who have given dedicated
support to our Twitter effort over the
past seven years, and we are now
ready to set up a team working across
all our platforms in 2022.
I want to thank everyone who
contributes to and supports our work,
and I hope you will enjoy reading this
Annual Review, which aims to bring
out “togetherness” in all its forms
across our diocese, through another
very challenging year.
With warmest wishes for Advent, and
for the Christmas season as it draws
near
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ONE of the extraordinary
achievements of this extraordinary
year was the success of the Tokyo
Olympics 2020. The media focus
was on the pandemic and its effect.
Small wonder, then, that almost
nobody noticed a change in the
Olympic motto. It had been “Faster,
Higher, Stronger”, but now a dash
was added, and the word
“Together”. The President of the
IOC asked that it be added to
express the solidarity of sport.
As we have passed through another
year of the virus, we are seeing the
longer-term effects, as well as the
obvious tragic losses. Mental health is
more fragile, social isolation
increases, and we experience a
distance that is more than social. How
much we need that “Together”. You
can read in this magazine of the
Venice Biennale, and its theme: “How
can we live together?” In Palermo,
Bishop David took part in a first, with

a Roman Catholic Archbishop joining
together in the installation and
licensing of an Anglican priest, as the
preacher; in Helsinki, we celebrated
25 years of the Porvoo agreement
with the Lutheran churches of
Scandinavia and the Baltic; in Utrecht,
I welcomed a new Old-Catholic
Archbishop into a renewed relation
ship with the Anglicans, and, in
November, I sat down with
Catholic and Protestant church leaders
for the whole of France. The greater
the pressure to become isolated, the
greater the longing within the church
of God to mark our togetherness. Not
for nothing were we pointed at the
North-West Europe Synod to Acts
2:1 – “they were all together in one
place”.
Perhaps our churches can be a sign of
togetherness in a world that needs it.
We have agreed, as a diocese, to take
on for ourselves, together, our
General Synod’s commitment to

become a Net Zero Community by
2030, and plans will be developed
to see the way ahead. But COP-26
showed us the challenges of
getting the world’s leaders to deliver
on promises made in the past –
because togetherness has a cost, and
no-one seems sure of whether the
world is willing to pay it.
To mention one life: the Duke of
Edinburgh died this year, a man
who had used his influence to work
tirelessly for the togetherness of the
world’s peoples, and their relationship
with the creation in which we all live.
The blessing of the traditional service
of Nine Lessons and Carols points to
the togetherness that God brings
between himself and humankind –
and the cost to him of that
togetherness is beyond imagining: it is
our prayer for all - “Christ, who by his
incarnation gathered into one things
earthly and heavenly, fill you with
peace and goodwill”.

The Rt Revd Dr Robert Innes
Diocesan Bishop

The Rt Revd Dr David Hamid
Suffragan Bishop
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Living the Gospel
during the Pandemic
JOAN Berry and friends from the
Gibraltar Archdeaconry shared this
story on their Virtual Synod, which
met 1-3 February.
Just as the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar
Synod was ending in January 2020,
the world was waking up to the
numerous news reports coming out
of China about a coronavirus that was
likely to become a pandemic. It soon
became clear that a physical gathering
would not be feasible due to the
number of people who have to travel
by air - our Archdeaconry covers Spain
and all its islands, Portugal plus
Madeira, Gibraltar, Morocco and
Andorra.
Reluctantly, and with much
trepidation, we opted to hold a virtual
Synod and the planning began.
This Archdeaconry has always
welcomed spouses, partners or
church officers to attend the Synod (at
their own cost) and we were pleased
to continue this. The total number this
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year with clergy, lay reps, speakers
and guests totalled around 100. One
of the greatest advantages to holding
a virtual gathering was we invited
speakers who would otherwise be
unable to accept.
The Dean of St Albans, The Very Revd
Jeffrey John, was invited to lead two
morning Bible Study sessions and Dr
Jane Williams McDonald, Professor
in Theology at St Mellitus College,
kindly agreed to cover the other. An
invitation was extended to the new
Archbishop of York, The Most Revd
Stephen Cottrell, to be a keynote
speaker and we were delighted when
he accepted it.
The theme for synod was “Behold,
I stand at the door and knock”
Rev 3:20, Living the Gospel during
the pandemic. Each speaker gave an
enlightening talk on the topic. Bishop
Robert gave a presentation on
‘Looking back and Looking forward’
and Bishop David talked in depth

about the new Clergy Covenant. A
rchbishop Stephen spoke of ‘Opening
a door of hope – sharing the gospel in
a world of restrictions’. You can watch
this video of his presentation here.
From comments received since
Synod, all were particularly pleased
that we had included several
breakout groups in the programme
which gave them a chance to interact
rather than just to sit and watch. We
even managed to keep up our tradition
of ending synod with a quiz!
Whilst we all missed the worship and
fellowship of past Synods, the virtual
one has had its own benefits. Taking
all things into account, it was
considered to be a successful Synod.

Community of
Conversation
INTERFAITH dialogue and
encounters between priests and
rabbis: The Revd Evelyn Sweerts,
Assistant Curate at the Anglican
Church of Luxembourg, told us
more in February.
As Christians we recognise all people
are uniquely and wonderfully made in
the image of God. Inter-faith
engagement begins in the triune
nature of God; finding expression in a
reflection of God’s generous love and
hospitality. Inter-faith relations can be
a vessel of sharing God’s concern for
all people, being good neighbours, and
working for peace and justice.
The British Council of Churches and
the Roman Catholic Church base their
principles for inter-faith encounters
on dialogue - not just good words but
good listening. Dialogue happens not
to erase differences but to develop
mutual learning and celebration.
We are fortunate in Luxembourg to be
one of the so-called cultes
conventionnées, including the Roman
Catholic, Jewish, Protestant, Eastern
Orthodox and Muslim communities.
This means there is a pre-existing
forum for inter-faith collaboration and
dialogue - a tremendous blessing!

Photo: Liberal-Jewish Community of Luxembourg, provided by Rabbi Alexander
Grodensky

In 2019, the Church of England’s Faith
and Order Commission published
God’s Unfailing Word, a teaching
document on ‘Theological and
Practical Perspectives on
Christian–Jewish Relations’.
Archbishop Justin Welby says that the
church loses when it turns its back on
Jewish-Christian encounters; we
cannot understand ourselves without
a deep appreciation of God’s call on
the Jewish people. The ‘In Good Faith’
initiative seeks to facilitate encounters
between priests and rabbis.
Rabbi Alexander Grodensky, rabbi
of the liberal synagogue, and I have
worked together over recent years.
This has been thought-provoking and
fun! From these encounters grew
something more intentional and
regular, namely a community of
practice for clergy. In our first meeting
we discussed God’s Unfailing Word.
Since then we have talked about
models of leadership prayer, and
liturgical texts.

Alexander Grodensky says; “I am
grateful that our discussion not only
refers to the doctrinal framework but
goes beyond it, to our personal
experiences and theologies, which
makes our dialogue authentic and
gives a feeling of the divine
presence.” “Understanding the
relationship between Christianity and
Judaism is a vital part of the spiritual
formation of all Christian disciples.
Evelyn models this beautifully. I would
love to see her example replicated
across the Diocese,” says Bishop
Robert.
This relationship is a gift and helps me
understand more fully God’s purposes
for the world. Who will you invite for
conversation?
Discover more on Jewish and
Anglican communities in Luxembourg
here: Liberal Jewish Community
of Luxembourg and The Anglican
Church of Luxembourg
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weeks of its announcement. During
Covid-19, this chaplaincy had a
congregation of around 24 who
managed to raise 265 EURO in just
one Sunday service.

Palermo’s
City Forest
PAOLO Coniglio-Pringle and
Deborah Halliday contributed this
innovative story in April, of
developing a City Forest - a
microcosm oasis and biodiversity
sustainability project:
Spring is in the air at the Church of
the Holy Cross and in a pocket-sized
flower bed of just two square meters,
usually the destination of last
Christmas’s poinsettias, Palermo’s
first sustainability concept of City
Forest was developed to become a
microcosm paradise for nature.
The project is also the first one of
its kind in a church yard within the
Diocese in Europe, Church of England.
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The City Forest, the idea of the
Treasurer and Environmental Officer,
Paolo Coniglio-Pringle and
Safeguarding Officer, Deborah
Halliday, is a biodiversity project
envisaged to promote sustainability
and create a microcosm heaven in
Palermo. Inviting and encouraging
inner city flora and fauna to find an
oasis, the City Forest is today a place
for small birds to come drink, feed and
nest in the previously semi-abandoned
flower bed and over pruned trees
that will now be encouraged to fill out
more naturally. It is also hoped the
“bee hotel” will become fully booked
and the bat box will soon be home to
a brood of pups. It will also provide a
quiet spot for meditation and prayer.
The small congregation showed
immediately their enthusiasm for the
project by generously donating,
covering the initial cost of buying the
plants and accessories within two

Plants were carefully chosen to suit
the shady, limited plot and shallow
soil, as well as to attract pollinators.
We added a small gazebo, which will
be covered by two climbing
hydrangeas, a bird bath, nesting
baskets, feeders, bee hotel and bat
nesting box. All is made from natural
materials with no plastic installed.
The City Forest is having an
unexpected positive domino effect on
neighbours who are “greening” their
balconies, windowsills and gardens!
You do not need to create a wild
flower meadow; a windowsill,
doorstep, balcony or terrace is space
enough to have plants that will attract
butterflies and bees, and at the same
time clean the air.
Holy Cross Palermo officially
inaugurated the first City Wild Forest
in Palermo on Sunday, 18 April, ahead
of World Earth Day 2021. You can
follow their progress on the chaplaincy
Facebook page

Conexión: 2021 Architectural
Biennale in Venice
TOBACCO leaves, the Venice
Biennale, and the Anglican
Chaplaincy in Venice.The Revd
Canon Malcolm Bradshaw, Chaplain
at St George’s Anglican Church, told
us more in June.

official Pavilion of the Dominican
Republic. The internationally
renowned architect-cum-artist, Lidia
León from the Dominican Republic,
designed an architectural exhibit
around tobacco leaves.

After a twelve month delay because
of Covid-19, the 2021 Architectural
Biennale in Venice opened in May
and ran until November. The theme
of the Biennale was ‘How will we live
together?’. The Pavillion opening was
live streamed and can be watched
here.

The Dominican Republic is renowned
for its tobacco, most especially the
cigars. Leon stiffened dried tobacco
leaves with resin and linked them
together to form a collage against a
background of specialized lighting. The
effect highlights the rich golden brown
of the dried leaves, as well as the vein
systems that are within them.

The Ministry of Culture of the
Dominican Republic selected the
architectural exhibit entitled
‘Conexión’, designed by Lidia Leon for
the pavilion representing the
Dominican Republic at the 17th
International Architecture Exhibition –
La Biennale di Venezia.
For the Biennale, the nave of St
George’s Anglican Church became the

The installation was conceived as an
interior design project composed of
tobacco leaf panels, creating a
dynamic living space. Inside, visitors
can recognize the infinite web of
relationships that make up the fabric
of society, and rediscover their
connection to nature.
The collage of tobacco leaves was

inspired, in part, by the ancient
stained-glass mosaic windows
distinctive of Venice’s extraordinary
artistic and artisanal heritage.
"Entering the space of the Anglican
Church of St. George in Venice was
like observing those walls and how
they could be transformed into the
‘Lidia Garden’" says Lidia León, the
designer of Conexión.
The modular arrangement of the
panels echoes the placement of the
stained-glass windows in the upper
part of the nave, dedicated to famous
English residents of Venice including
J. Ruskin. He emphasised the
importance of links between art,
nature, and human beings.
The second day drew over sixty
visitors. Accommodating the
exhibition alongside the other
activities that take place in St
George’s, is a working example of
‘How will we live together?’. There is
a link between the Diocese and the
Dominican Republic in that Bishop
David is a Canon of one the Republic’s
Anglican cathedrals.
Find out more about St George’s
Anglican Chaplaincy, Venice on their
website and Facebook page.
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World Refugee Day 2021
Anglican and Roman
Catholic Bishops issue
Joint Statement

AHEAD of World Refugee Day 2021
on June 20, Bishop Robert
co-signed a Joint Statement by
Anglican and Roman Catholic
Bishops from Dioceses on both
sides of the English Channel. In the
statement, they expressed concern
about the situation in Northern
France and urged a “climate of
welcome and understanding”.

In 2020, there were approximately 80
million forcibly misplaced people
globally, of whom 26.3 million people
are refugees. Among these are an
estimated 1500 people, including
women with newborns and
approximately 200 unaccompanied
children, living in forests or
makeshift shelters in Northern France.
The Human Rights Observers NGO
who monitor found there were 973
evictions by the police in Calais in
2020 alone, not including the
dismantling of hundreds of tents in
Calais each month.
In response to this ongoing human
misery in and around Calais,
surrounding ports and coastline towns
running from Northern France to
Belgium, where many misplaced
people seek shelter, the group of
Bishops have issued a Joint
Statement for World Refugee Week
2021.
This Anglican and Roman Catholic
group of Bishops represent the
Anglican Dioceses of Canterbury and
Europe, and on the Roman Catholic
side, the Archbishops of Southwark
and Lille, the Bishop of Arras,
Boulogne & Saint-Omer, and the
Bishop of Bruges.
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In their Joint Statement, the Bishop's
state:

France, mistakenly expecting to be
welcomed to the UK”.

“These are fellow humans
who deserve to be helped to
find places where they can
live in dignity and
contribute to civil society.”

The Bishops add in their Statement:

“With sadness, we observe the lack
of hope that drives people in distress
to become exploited by traffickers
and add to the profits of their illegal
trade… their stories should be heard
before decisions about their futures
are announced”.
The Dioceses of Canterbury and
Europe are working with USPG in a
project which reflects the need for a
more coordinated approach to care
for and support migrants and their
families – on both sides of the English
Channel. They are part of an effort
mounted by NGOs locally, including in
close collaboration with Seeking
Sanctuary. Their aim to “raise
awareness about the situation of
people displaced from their homes
and to channel basic humanitarian
assistance from Faith Communities
and Community Organisations through
partnerships with experienced aid
workers. They have "a special concern
for those who arrive in north-western

“We urge all who gather in places
of worship along the frontiers of
European states to pray and gather
information to support pleas for better
treatment of all vulnerable men,
women and children. For ourselves,
we resolve to work to encourage
residents to create a climate of
welcome and understanding for
strangers who share in the hopes and
needs of all humanity."
The partnership hopes this Joint
Statement this week about the
situation in Northern France and
surrounding coastlines will shine a
light on the plight of refugees trapped
between one side of the English
Channel and the other. In this
predicament, many find themselves
in a climate where they are being held
back currently from dignity, and from
having their human worth recognised.
The UN Refugee Agency UNHCR
adopted "power of inclusion" as their
emphasis for Refugee Week this year,
reminding us that

"this is a chance to recognise
the contribution refugees and
displaced people have made,
and continue to make, to
society."
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Ordinations
OVER the summer we experienced
the joy of being able to celebrate
ordinations of deacons and priests
across the Diocese. Services were
held in Madrid, Ghent, Milan,
London and Bergen. Here are some
highlights of our coverage:

St. George’s, Madrid
Bishop David ordained Solomon Uche
Ike as deacon on Trinity Sunday, 30
May. The service was held at St.
George’s Madrid, in accordance with
Covid-19 protocols. Following his
ordination, Solomon continues to
serve at St. George’s, Madrid as
Assistant Curate.
Bishop David said; “Over the years
I have observed Solomon’s vocation
grow ever more evident. To engage in
the period of study and formation was
no small commitment, given that he
holds down a full time (night) job, as
well as having family responsibilities.”

St. John’s, Ghent
On 3 July, Bishop Robert ordained
Sarah-Jane King as deacon and Annie
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Bolger, Dorienke de Vries and Matt
Thjis as priests at St John’s in Ghent.
Sarah-Jane, previously joined the EU
Institutions working in the
Commission’s Directorate-General
for Justice and serves as Curate at
St. Martha and St. Mary’s Anglican
Church, Leuven. Following ordination,
Matt continues to serve as curate at
St James’ in Voorschoten,
Netherlands. Annie previously worked
in communications and project
management. She serves as
Assistant Curate at Holy Trinity,
Brussels. Dorienke currently serves
as Curate at Arnhem and Nijmegen,
Netherlands.
Addressing the new deacon and
priests, Bishop Robert said;
"Sarah-Jane, Annie, Dorienke and
Matt: we are thankful today for the
new life, leadership and energy you
bring to our church. May you indeed
be heralds of the kingdom,
proclaiming the gospel in word and
in deed. And may your ministry be a

great source of personal fulfilment
and a blessing to all those whom you
serve."

All Saints’, Milan
On the same weekend as the
ordinations in Ghent, on 4 July Bishop
David conducted the ordination
services of four new priests in the
diocese: Martin George, Robert
Morley, Roxana Teleman and Valdis
Teraudkalns.
Martin plays a full and active part in
the ministry of St. George’s, Berlin
where he now serves as Curate.
Robert continues to serve as curate at
All Saints’, Milan following his
ordination. After university, Robert
taught English in Italy as well as other
countries. Roxana continues to serve
as Curate at All Saints’, Marseille.
Valdis serves as Curate at
St. Saviour’s, Riga.
Archdeacon Leslie Nathaniel gave
the sermon on the protection,

leadership and trust qualities of Christ
as Shepherd. Turning to the
candidates he said; “Martin,
Robert, Roxana and Valdis: welcome
to the joys and adventures of priestly
ministry. You will be trusted with the
pastoral and priestly care of people…
This ministry becomes exciting when
you give and earn the love of the
people both in the congregation as
well as those outside. The rainbow
of relationships is what you are called
to keep shining. You can trust in the
grace of God and your Good Shepherd
Jesus Christ."

The Savoy Chapel, London
In the historic setting of The Queen’s
Savoy Chapel in London,
Bishop David conducted the
ordination service of Glen Ruffle on
18 July. Glen was made deacon at
the chapel, owned by the Duchy of
Lancaster and which the chapel of the
Royal Victorian Order. Glen serves as
curate at St. Andrew’s, Moscow.

Bishop David said; “It was a joy to
ordain another deacon this year to
serve in the Diocese in Europe. It
was an added privilege to conduct this
service in the historic setting of the
Savoy Chapel possibly the first time it
has witnessed an ordination service in
its centuries-old history. Fittingly, we
commemorated the feast of St.
Elizabeth of Russia on 18 July for
Glen’s ordination, as he prepares to
serve our chaplaincy in Moscow.”
In his sermon, The Revd Canon
William Gulliford shared the life
story of Elizabeth, a granddaughter of
Queen Victoria. A pioneer for
women’s ministry, St. Elizabeth
attempted and nearly succeeded, in
reviving the ancient order of deacons
for women in the Russian Church in
1909.

Anglican Church, Bergen
On 26 September, we celebrated the
ordination to the priesthood of Kirk
Weisz in Bergen. Kirk was ordained

by Bishop David, and the sermon was
preached by Archdeacon Leslie
Nathaniel. Kirk serves as curate at the
Anglican Chaplaincy of Norway.
Bishop David said; “Kirk and the
members of his congregation have
demonstrated extraordinary patience
in waiting for covid-19 restrictions
to relax between Norway and UK in
order for this ordination to proceed. It
was a joyful gathering in the historic
12th century Marienkirke with a
combined choir from the Cathedral
and the Chaplaincy. Several priests
from the Church of Norway assisted
me with the laying on of hands, in a
very visible sign of the communion
between the Church of Norway and
the Church of England, brought about
by the Porvoo Agreement, which is 25
years old this year, and also a
testimony to the esteem with which
his ministry is held by our sister
Church."
You can watch our Journeys to
Ordination video interviews with our
newly ordained priests and deacons
here.

13

Civic recognition,
ecumenical warmth,
and joyful noise
mark the blessing
of the extended
Church in
Casablanca
BISHOP David shared this blog post
in September:
It is not very often in the Church of
England that we have to expand a
church building in order to
accommodate a growing worshipping
congregation.
The fact that this should also happen
in a country which is officially Muslim
adds to the rarity of such an occasion.
That is precisely what has happened
in St John the Evangelist Church in
Casablanca.
St John's has been home to Anglicans
and other English speaking foreign
Christians since 1906. In recent years
the numbers of Christian migrants
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from all over the world has increased
in this, the largest city in Morocco.
Under the then Chaplain of St John's,
the Revd Canon Dr Medhat
Sabry, a plan was developed to build
a community centre as a first phase,
which was opened two years ago.
The next phase was the extension of
the actual church building, including
the construction of a balcony, to be
able to almost double the capacity for
attendance at services. The historic
church is considered to be part of the
patrimony of the city of Casablanca,
so great care was taken to preserve
its character, in and out.
Canon Medhat is now the Chaplain
of St George's Madrid, but remains
the Area Dean of Morocco and the
Canary Islands, and was able to return
to witness the dedication of the
new, extended building. It was a joy
to welcome Canon Medhat back to
Casablanca to see the fruit of much
of his efforts. Alongside him were
Fr Virgilio Fernandez, a priest from
the Iglesia Filipina Independiente
who is the locum priest in St John's
(thanks to support from USPG) and

Fr Dennis Obidiegwu, the Chaplain of
St Andrew's in Tangier. Among the
growing sector of the congregation in
St John's are Filipino migrants, hence
the appointment of a Filipino priest to
assist with the care for this
community.
The dedicatiom of the extension
happened over two days last
weekend. On Saturday 19 September
the civic ceremony was held when we
could give thanks to the collaboration
we have received from the Moroccan
authorities to be able to implement
our plans. Among the dignitaries in
attendance were HE the Governor
of the Prefecture of Casablanca, the
Colonel of the Moroccan Armed
Forces Auxilliary for the region,
members of the Moroccan
architectural/project team and Heads
of Mission and other diplomats from
the UK, US and Liberian Embassies.
One of the more famous
parishioners at St John's was General
George Patten of the US Army, who
commended much of the
Mediterranean theatre in WWII from

Casablanca. He gave a new pulpit as a
gift to the Church.
HE Cardinal Cristobal Lopez, the
Archbishop of Rabat, and a close
friend of Anglicans in Morocco made a
keynote address at the official
ceremony, noting the good news
when a Christian community has to
enlarge its premises. Speaking in
French, he said:
"In recent years numerous persons
have arrived in Morocco from many
African countries; among them are
Christians who seek to join us and
who give life, joy, enthusiasm and
rhythm to our communities. This is a
reason for us to give thanks to God,

who sends us brothers and sisters,
so we do not have to go looking for
them!"
He reminded us that it is not the
number of Christians that count, but
the quality of our life, how we
respond to the questions we face at
the last examination by Christ, when
he asks when we saw him hungry
and fed him, thirsty and gave him to
drink, naked and clothed him and sick
and in prison and visited him. The
Cardinal also challenged us that if we
as Church can find the means and the
funding to better our physical plant, "to
care for dead stones", surely we can
find what is necessary to assist

the living stones who are our brothers
and sisters.
On Sunday 19 September, the
celebrations continued, this time a
Christian liturgy for the rehallowing
of the Church, the blessing of new
stained glass windows, and the
baptism and confirmation of many
new "living stones".
The Sunday liturgy was lively, and
colourful, beginning with a procession
around the Church for the blessing
of the building, African music, and
general liturgical (and joyful) chaos!
Absolutely splendid - a people's liturgy
in the truest sense.
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Caring for our
Climate
PEOPLE from across the diocese
joined our Caring for our Climate
event on 29 October, as global
leaders prepared to gather for
COP-26.

Acting Locally, Acting Globally
Acting locally and acting globally, as
individuals as well as an institution,
was highlighted throughout the event.
Bishop David opened in prayer. Young
people across the Diocese in Europe
shared how chaplaincies were caring
for creation in their local
communities through city gardens,
meat-free meals, solar panels, beach
cleans and reflecting all this in liturgy
and worship.
Elizabeth Bussmann-Morton,
Diocesan Environmental Officer
spoke about how “everyone of us can
contribute at an individual
level.” Addressing the global crises
of climate change, Helen Stephens
from A Rocha gave a message

exploring how churches can act on a
global level and achieve Eco Church
awards. Zélie Peppiette spoke about
the EU Green Deal and our missional
responsibility as Christians to get
practically involved with the climate
pact.

Pledges
Pledges were made in the Zoom chat
on how we can individually make
lifestyle changes which care for our
climate. Reducing meat consumption
was one of the most popular changes
people were willing to make; from
meat-free Mondays to eating more
vegetarian and plant-based diets.
Sharing resources such as buying
second hand clothes, sharing food and
sharing garden space to grow
vegetables inspired people. They are
great community building pledges too!

I, Institutions and Innovation
Bishop Robert highlighted what
he called the three I’s; I, Institution
and Innovation. He spoke about our
individual responsibility to embark on
caring for our climate through lifestyle

changes, prayer and petitions. He also
addressed the role of the Church of
England as an institution in being a
voice to influence other institutions
to make changes for our climate, and
to invest wisely in those who care
for our climate. Bishop Robert also
highlighted the skills of engineers and
individuals in creating ways to achieve
climate justice, supporting and
encouraging innovative solutions.

Sing 2 G7
In July, 25,000 young people from
across 27 nations sang to G7 leaders
at the global summit in Cornwall, led
by the Truro Cathedral Choristers. The
song for the summit urges leaders
to prioritise climate issues and make
decisions for future generations to
slow down the rate of climate change.
We listened to the Sing2G7 choir
singing their song for the summit. To
conclude the event, we were joined
by Mmeso Mba who did a live solo
performance of “Gee 7” in
St. Georges, Paris.
You can watch the event via the
Livestream Link here.
The Friends of the Diocese also held
a Creation-themed event in October.
Read more here about their Service
here.
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Warmth of Welcome
The Eastern Archdeaconry Synod
gathered in Corfu on the weekend
of 14-17 October. Archdeacon Leslie
Nathaniel shares more with us.
Synod met in person on the
sun-drenched, Ionian Greek island
of Corfu, except there was torrential
rain for three of the days. The Synod
planning team from Holy Trinity Corfu
were magnificent in their
organisation of Synod. Both the ‘home
team’ meals, and the tavernas served
up Greek food at its best.
Greece is notorious for its warmth of
welcome – philoxenia – evident both
with our hosts, and our engagement
with ecumenical guests.
Archimandrite Ignatios Soteriadis,
Secretary to the Inter-Church
Relations department of the Holy
Synod of the Church of Greece, joined
us. Ignatios spoke on a panel
alongside clergy from Greek
chaplaincies.
We were warmly welcomed by
Fr. Themistocles, General Vicar to
Metropolitan Nektarios of Corfu;
followed by introductions from the
local team about the history of
Corfu and Anglicanism on the island.
On behalf of the Greek Evangelical

Church we were welcomed by
Miltiades Pantelios and his wife Vita
from ‘Lighthouse’, which Bishop
Robert had been able to visit in
February 2020 before lockdowns
began.
As well as our hotel, we were
graciously allowed to use St. Francis
Catholic Church for worship, and the
Orthodox Centre for Spirituality. Both
examples of how well churches
co-operate on the island.
We had two Bible studies. Clare Amos
delivered “Singing the Lord’s song
with a stranger in our midst”.
It focused on the interesting dialectic
of Ezra and Nehemiah versus Ruth
and Jonah as strangers in the midst.
We were reminded of ways in which
God deals directly with her and makes
his ways known through Ruth the
stranger.
Canon Smitha Prasadam’s study,
"How shall we sing the Lord’s song in
a Strange Land", invited reflection on
Psalm 137 with truth-telling
imperatives spoken to God amid
lament and loss. We gave thanks
for lyrics that push us past reason,
melodies that locate us home and
futures beyond present despair. We

even began by singing the ‘Boney M’
version of the Psalm! Clare introduced
the Lay Discipleship Course, focusing
on the Lord’s Prayer.
Bishop Robert and Helen joined us for
most of Synod, which I chaired.

“The God of heaven is the one
who will give success and we
are going to start building”
(Neh 2.20) gave shape to Bishop
Robert’s talk about how we walk
together in faith as a diocese. Bishop
Robert shared his recent experience
visiting Yerevan attending a
conference on religious freedom and
world peace. His second talk centered
on internal diocesan issues and the
current strategic and financial
situation.
Our final Synod meal ended with a
similar expression of Greek philoxenia,
involving the Catholic Archbishop, and
other key ‘partnership’ guests. It may
have rained for most of this Synod but
we still came away warmed by much
of what we had experienced, and with
genuine thanks to the ‘host team’ of
Corfu.
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much of what was on our minds and
hearta by saying:

"God has been at work in this
coronavirus time. We have
learned about fear and how
to overcome it, and pondered
once again on life, death,
importance of community
and the dangers of
isolated individualism".
He concluded with the hopeful words,
"We are alive!"

We are alive!

Porvoo Agreement
BISHOP David writes:
In these days when "setting God's
people free" is a phrase used in
Church of England programmes, the
Synod of the Nordic and Baltic
Deanery met in a place which was a
prison from 1749 to 2002!
Katajanokka reopened as a hotel in
2007 and provided a very congenial
venue for the clergy and laity from
Iceland to Estonia to meet for prayer,
deliberation, decision and community
from 7 to 10 October. Far from feeling
imprisoned, the Synod was a time
when we felt a liberation from the
necessary constraints of the past year
and a half.
As it was the first of any synod
gatherings in the Diocese to meet
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physically since the start of the
pandemic, there was much to catch
up on together. (A few members
did participate by zoom). Clergy and
laity shared much of what has been
learned in the past 18 months,
including, obviously, how services but
also educational work such as
confirmation preparation and certain
kinds of meetings such as Church
Council can be conducted online, how
there is a greater awareness of the
vulnerable in our communities and
how creative ways of continuing
routine activities can be explored,
such as Youth Club in the forest.
We also have emerged from
lockdown with a greater awareness of
the environmental challenges facing
our planet and how our Church life

must adjust to help us address this
emergency. The clergy had an
unexpected opportunity to stand
in solidarity with a group of Finnish
people witnessing outside one of the
government buildings to the urgency
of the climate emergency, a moment
of joint witness which was
appreciated by the demonstrators.
So, many good things have happened
during the lockdowns, but
nevertheless there was a widespread
feeling of how much in community life
of the Church has suffered. Everyone
commented on the joy of being able
to gather physically for the synod; the
sense of thanksgiving was palpable.
Fr Amos Manga of the White Nile
congregation in Finland summed up

This is the 25th anniversary of the
signing of the Porvoo Agreement
which brought Churches of Lutheran
and Anglican tradition in the British
Isles, Ireland and the Nordic and Baltic
states into communion.
The Nordic and Baltic Deanery which
met in Finland decided to mark this
silver jubilee with a special pilgrimage
to Porvoo itself, to celebrate a festive
mass in the Cathedral, together with
the Bishop of Porvoo, the Rt Revd Dr
Åstrand and members of the chapter
of the cathedral.
Archdeacon Leslie Nathaniel, former
co-secretary of the Porvoo contact
group gave a sermon. He placed the
historic agreement within the wider
context of Christians to fuller unity.

Bishop Bo-Göran hosted dinner for
members of the Deanery, including a
recital of traditional songs from
Swedish speaking peoples of
Finland, which make up the Diocese
of Porvoo.
Several visitors joined the Synod
from our sister Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Finland, including the Revd
Dr Tomi Karttunen, the Secretary for
Ecumenical Relations and Theology,
the Revd Aaro Rytkönen who now
works as Director of the Ala Amana
Centre in Oman working on peace and
reconciliation with people of faith, and
the Rt Revd Matti Repo, the Bishop of
Tampere and Lutheran Co-Chairman
of the Porvoo Contact Group.
Speaking about the Porvoo
Agreement in this the 25th
anniversary year, Bishop Matti
challenged us to move forward in
our common life, warning that "it is
easy to remain as we are, despite the
agreements shared".
The Synod was pleased to be able to
highlight this anniversary. The Porvoo
Agreement opens up so many doors
for Anglicans in the Nordic and Baltic
states. Many of the clergy serving
our Church of England chaplaincies
are priests from one of the Lutheran
Churches.
The Nordic Baltic Deanery is a
wonderfully diverse one. Only one of
our clergy present was actually born
in England. Worship in the deanery

is held in Urdu and Arabic as well as
English, and multilingual community
life is growing as young people
especially are increasingly more
proficient in the national language
such as Finnish rather than in English.
Canon Smitha Prasadam, the chaplain
of St Alban's Copenhagen, in a bible
study she led, reminded us
nevertheless that

"the universal mother tongue
is the praise of God".
It is an exciting and creative time to
be an Anglican in this region!
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Christ Church Amsterdam: 250
years at Groenburgwal
NESTLED on the Groenburgwal
canal in the oldest part of the city,
Christ Church Central Amsterdam
celebrated 250 years of hosting
church. Bishop Robert joined a
series of celebratory events over
the weekend of 5-7 November.
“Christ Church has survived wars and
conflicts. It has closed and opened. It
has known riches and poverty. It has
offered a welcome to all nationalities,
but it has kept a quirky Britishness in
the midst of its international
character,” Bishop Robert wrote in his
blog.
The church building, a monument
from the Golden Age whose Master
Builder was Hendrick de Keyser, dates
back to the 1500s. In 1771, it was
given unique permission to be a
church for the congregation of Christ
Church, Amsterdam.
Weaving through the history of Christ
Church are stories of incredible faith,
perseverance and fame. During a
period when the church was
dwindling, Charles Simeon
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strengthened the church, advocated
for the Jewish community and revived
faith through outreach initiatives.
Vincent van Gogh helped in a Sunday
School outreach program to the poor
while he was testing the waters for
ordained ministry. During Nazi
occupation of the Netherlands a lady
from the church buried the
communion cup in her back garden to
protect church possessions.
“How does a chaplaincy celebrate its
past? The choices are many.
Neighbours and friends came to enjoy
a weekend of sublime music,
abundant food and drink, surprising
historical exhibits, and quirky actors’
portrayals. Bishop Robert unveiled a
commemorative plaque and recounted
little known facts about Groenburgwal
and Christ Church”said Kerry Buttram,
Interim Minister. One of the plays
portrayed James Chambers, whose
ministry as chaplain led to the church
plants of the Arnhem and Utrecht
Chaplaincies.
Bishop Robert confirmed 16
people aged 9-74, mostly young
people. “The sixteen confirmed on

Sunday marked it and were marked
with the Spirit’s sustaining presence”
said Kerry.
Today, the stories of God’s
faithfulness continue at Christ Church
Amsterdam through the many
initiatives serving the city and the
community.
“God has been faithful to Christ
Church over the centuries. The
Church’s current motto is ‘In the City,
for the City’. I pray for this very special
chaplaincy as it goes through a
vacancy process. I trust and hope that
it will be a place of great fruitfulness
in the next phase of its life,” says
Bishop Robert.
You can read Bishop Robert’s full blog
post here.
You can find out more about the
mission and ministry of Christ Church,
Amsterdam on their website. And you
can follow them on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter.

Climate Care,
Racial Justice
and Stewardship
GATHERING at Drongen Abbey near
Ghent on 7-9 October, the
North-West Europe Archdeaconry
held their Synod. They focused on
Climate Care, Racial Justice and
Stewardship. Archdeacon Sam Van
Leer shared this piece with us.
The last couple of years have isolated
many, so gathering both in person and
online for our Archdeaconry Synod
was a blessing. The Revd Dorienke de
Vries noted that Acts 2:1 at Pentecost
this year was itself profound: ‘When
the day of Pentecost had come, they
were all together in one place.’ An
achievement coming together, safely,
in the Spirit, for which we are
thankful!
On Thursday’s Quiet Day, we
reflected on the unexpected growth
of the Kingdom of God and produced
artwork using leaves and seeds while
pondering God’s Harvest. Andrew
Caspari joined us online to motivate
us on Stewardship.

Revd Dr Dave Bookless from A
Rocha International gave us insight
on climate change and our Christian
calling to respond, which resonated
deeply. Zélie Peppiette, who worked
for the EU Commission on Agricultural
Development, shared wisdom and
practical eco-friendly guidance on how
to change what we do, as churches
and individuals.
Revd Pat Jackson, Co-Founder of
Interwoven Congregations, an
interchurch anti-racism initiative in the
US, got us thinking about ethnic
prejudice, how to address it and seek
reconciliation. Revd Canon Smitha
Prasadam, Chaplain in
Copenhagen shared her own
experiences in ministry. Also, the
robust work on the Breathing Life
report on Racial Justice. Sandra Sue
co-ordinated a plenary conversation
prompting meaningful feedback and
sharing of pain, as well as constructive
perspectives for making progress.
We also had our ‘Benelux Café’ – an

opportunity to walk around and learn
about three further features of our
Archdeaconry work: Living in Love and
Faith, the rejuvenation of our twinning
link with Luweero Diocese in Uganda,
and Safeguarding.
Bishop Robert and Helen Innes joined
our festive dinner on Friday evening.
Afterwards, Bishop Robert spoke
about the Church’s resilient life in the
face of crises these past years. Before
Compline, we had our much-loved
Pub Quiz! On Saturday, we conducted
a special election to fill a vacant clergy
seat from NW Europe on Diocesan
Synod. The Revd Grant Crowe of All
Saints, Amersfoort was duly elected.
Though busy as ever, Synod was
enveloped in prayer and worship. We
give thanks that our time of collective
prayer, fellowship and attention to the
fourth and fifth Marks of Mission was
possible.
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Our Hope
In Christ
BY Archdeacon David Waller:
In the sunny south of the diocese, the
Archdeaconry of Italy and Malta held
its annual Synod on 22 and 23
September. After some careful
consideration earlier in the year, the
standing committee decided to play
it safe and go for an online Synod for
the second year running; the previous
year´s version had gone so well!
Our theme was ´Our hope in Christ’.
Bishop John Pritchard led us through
two very powerful Bible studies each
morning. His calm yet profoundly
insightful way of looking at the
scriptures was much appreciated as
we studied the Wedding feast at Cana
and the Woman with a Hemorrhage.
Bishop John led us into looking at our
hope in the context of the world and
our personal lives.
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Bishop David was one of our
speakers, who as an opener, told us
that it was always a draw to have a
bishop talking about sex! To be more
precise, Bishop David led us through
the history of the debates about
human sexuality within the Church of
England drawing together the many
different legal, conciliar and
experiential sources that continue to
contribute to this debate. The session
was in the light of the current Church
of England initiative ´Living in Love
and Faith´. He encouraged
chaplaincies to use and study the
material.
Our worship, morning prayer and
evening prayer were all led in house
by various chaplains, Readers and lay
people. Jules Cave Bergquist (Naples)
and Rob Warren (Rome) also gave us
a short homily each morning, helping
to set the scene for the day and to
give us something to reflect on.

On Thursday afternoon we held a
proper debate with four ten-minute
contributions from different
perspectives all on the idea of
´Our Hope in Christ´ - given that we
are emerging from the covid-19
pandemic. Synod members took part
in breakout groups and the results of
the discussion were recorded.
Tony Dickinson led his traditional
quiz on Wednesday evening as a bit
of lighter entertainment, although
participants did say that many of the
questions were rather hard this year!
The Synod closed on Thursday with
Archdeacon David giving an address
and then leading us all in evening
prayer.

Bishop's Advent
Appeal 2021:
European Climate
Disaster Relief
THIS year, we have witnessed
extreme weather caused by
climate change in Europe as well as
across the globe. This year's Advent
Appeal will go to agencies
supporting people affected by
man-made climate change.
"Climate change is probably the
biggest single issue facing humanity
at present and into the future," says
Bishop Robert in his Advent Appeal
2021 letter. "We have been forcibly
reminded that climate change is a
global phenomenon that visits our
own doorstep in Europe: fires have
taken hold in Greece, Spain and
Turkey; there has been severe and
fatal flooding in Germany, Belgium
and the Netherlands. Our chaplain in
Liège, Revd Guy Diakiese, was among
those pushing water and mud out of
the living-rooms of neighbours."
The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), the
United Nations body for assessing
the science related to climate change,
released a report in August. The UN
Secretary-General, António Guterres
said the Working Group's report was
nothing less than "a code red for

humanity" The report emphasises that
"Climate change is widespread, rapid,
and intensifying, and some trends are
now irreversible, at least during the
present time frame."
This Creationtide, Pope Francis,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
and Archbishop Justin Welby jointly
urged people to pray for world leaders
ahead of COP-26 and for individuals
to make meaningful sacrifices over
resources. Their joint declaration said:
‘We stand before a harsh justice:
biodiversity loss, environmental
degradation and climate change are
inevitable consequences of our
actions, since we have greedily
consumed more of the earth’s
resources than the planet can
endure. But we also face a profound
injustice: the people bearing the most
catastrophic consequences of these
abuses are the poorest on the planet
and have been the least responsible
for causing them.’
For the diocese, Bishop Robert's
Advent Appeal is to provide European
Climate Disaster relief. The Bishop
wrote "high rates of rainfall and high

temperatures have a devastating
impact on the wellbeing of people
and property, as we have seen in our
corner of the world ... so my Advent
Appeal this year will be focused on
assisting agencies that are working in
these parts of Europe, as they bring
support to those who are affected by
man-made climate change."
There are four agencies across our
close ecumenical and faith
partnerships that will be supported by
this Appeal. These are: Caritas,
Apostoli, The "Churchhelp" arm of the
Evangelical Church in Germany and
First Hope Association, an NGO
operating in Turkey. Funds raised by
this Appeal will be allocated among
these agencies.

How you can donate to
the Bishop in Europe’s
Advent Appeal 2021:
By cheque made out to: Diocese in
Europe (Advent Appeal 2021)
Send to: Nick Wraight, Diocese in
Europe, 14 Tufton Street, London
SW1P 3QZ
By bank transfer to:
Account Number: 40317039
Sort Code: 20-06-13
IBAN:
GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 3170 39
Swiftbic: BUKBGB22
On the Diocese in Europe Just Giving
page
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a special song called: “Welcome to
our bishop”.
Chaplain of Grenoble, Nic Finlay and
Chaplain of Lyon, Ben Harding,
presented me with some 25
confirmation candidates, mostly in the
age range 20-45. The service was an
exuberant event with much singing
and dancing. But the stories told by
members of the congregation relate
to the hardships of migration, the long
journey towards legal recognition and
the frustration of years spent without
the right to work.

Bishop Robert tours
South-East France
FROM Bishop Robert’s blog in
November:
The Covid epidemic has made
travel much more difficult. Whilst you
can do business on Zoom, face to face
contact is irreplaceable. And
liturgical events like Confirmations
require touch as well as sound and
sight. It was to help catch up on a
backlog of requests for episcopal
visits that we had the idea of a
regional tour of South-East France.
This is planned to be the first of four
regional tours of a country where the
distances make touring a great option.
The tour was made possible by the
new Archdeacon of France, Peter
Hooper, who hired a car and acted as
chauffeur. It was the fruit of a great
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deal of careful planning by Peter, Giles
Williams the Area Dean, the local
clergy and my own office.
At the outset, I caught the TGV from
Brussels to Lyon, where I met Peter
and the Chaplain of Trinity Church,
Ben Harding. The high-speed train
covers the 350 miles in just three
and a half hours. By a remarkable
act of providence we were able to
join a lunch for ecumenical leaders in
France.
Those invited included the President
of the Protestant Federation, the
President of the Catholic Bishops
Conference and the Metropolitan of
the Greek Orthodox Church. It was
particularly valuable to talk with
Pasteur François Clavairoly, the
Protestant President, about our

intentions to form a single Anglican
association for France and the
possibility of this becoming a part of
the Protestant Federation, bringing
many institutional and administrative
advantages. This ecumenical lunch
was the ideal start to the four day
tour, setting it in a context of
inter-church co-operation and ministry.
From Lyon, we drove South East to
Grenoble, the alpine city about which
it is said ‘at the end of every street is
a mountain’. Our chaplaincy meets in
a fine ecumenical centre. It is home
to a congregation that brings together
(mainly) older expatriates and (mainly)
younger members from the global
south. This was the first time I have
been accompanied into church by
‘dancing girls’. The ladies had written

Before the reaffirmation of baptismal
vows we sang Getty and Townsend’s
“Come people of the risen King”, and
seldom has a song better expressed
the mood of a congregation with its
recognition of present suffering and
advent hope. The next day we headed
south to the port city of Marseille. My
chauffeur excelled in navigating the
narrow streets of the old city and the
almost impossibly tight corners of the
underground car park.
We were wonderfully hosted by
Chaplain Jamie Johnson and Curate
Roxana Teleman. We were given a
well-ordered presentation of the past
history, current activity and future
hopes for this chaplaincy, and in
particular discussed opportunities for
planting new satellites, before closing
with a service of prayer and heading
back to the car for the next leg of the

Seated to the left is Chaplain of Grenoble Nic Finlay and
Chaplain of Lyon Ben Harding, who between them presented
me with some 25 confirmation candidates, mostly in the age
range 20-45.

journey.

Driving East, we set off for the
Chaplaincy of St. John in
St. Raphael – Fréjus. Confirmation
candidates – again, mainly adults –
came from Marseille and Cannes, as
well as from St. Raphael itself.
Following the service, the Chaplain
Tom Wilson, took us to an
appropriately named local restaurant.
I introduced myself to the waiter
as ‘the bishop’, hoping that it might
elicit a special deal on the menu – on
the assumption that English bishops
didn’t visit his restaurant all that often.
Unfortunately, the waiter didn’t quite
see the connection…
After supper, we drove along the
coast to Cannes, where we stayed as
guests of Area Dean Giles Williams
and Chris Williams in the
chaplaincy’s guest apartments.

The following morning, Giles invited
me to speak with a group of parents
on the subject of “Being a Christian
parent and passing on your faith to
your children”. I very much enjoyed
reflecting with parents on the
challenges of bringing up children and
teenagers within the Christian faith.
My predecessor as Bishop of
Gibraltar, Dr. Charles Sandford
(1828-1903) lived in Cannes, a
testimony to the large numbers of
British people who settled in the
French Riviera in the Victorian era.
And the stunningly beautiful church of
St. Michael’s Beaulieu is a marvellous
reminder of this era. It was built by
subscription, including a gift from the
British Prime Minister, Lord Salisbury,
who loved to stay in the area, and was
dedicated by Bishop Sandford in 1894.
The Chaplain, Fr. Tony Ingham,
presented the history and mission of
the church and I enjoyed meeting a
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A fascinating group of church members and supporters.

fascinating group of church members
and supporters.
Later in the afternoon, we travelled to
Monaco, where I confirmed six
candidates at St. Paul’s. In the
evening, the interim minister, Canon
David Roper and his wife Chris,
entertained us to dinner with the
Archbishop of Monaco Mgr.
Marie-Dominique David and the
Cathedral Dean, Don Luqa Favretto.
After some turbulent times at
St. Paul’s, I rejoice that the chaplaincy
is enjoying a period of stability under
Fr. David’s guiding hand.
On the Sunday morning of Christ the
King, I had the enormous pleasure
of re-dedicating the Church of
St. John’s Menton. The Church had
been closed for a decade after its
foundations were damaged by the
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erection of an apartment block next
door. The rebuilding project had
involved a great deal of administrative
effort in particular to establish the
ownership of the church building and
to make a claim on the builder’s
insurance. The project involved not
just the church itself, but the creation
of a beautiful new adjoining building
that serves as a library for the English
community and a space for social
events.
Our final act of worship was a
Deanery service of Evening Prayer
for Christ the King at Holy Trinity
Nice, where we were hosted by the
Chaplain, Fr. Peter Jackson. I liked
this poster dating from the 1930s,
which we found hanging on the wall
of the sacristy, and which gives a
good sense of the former Diocese
of Gibraltar, centred as it was on the

Mediterranean and strongly linked to
mission amongst seafarers.
Fr. Peter had structured our worship
around the themes of “remembrance,
thanksgiving and hope”. It was a
service for the time of Covid. Already,
since that service took place, the
pandemic seems to be much more of
a present than a past phenomenon,
with the emergence of a worrying
new variant. Nonetheless, Christ the
King is a festival of hope, looking
forward to the time when the
Kingdom of God comes in its fullness.

The Church is a sign and
foretaste of the Kingdom.
On this rich and full tour of our
chaplaincies in South-East France,
I found many sources of hope:
extraordinary clergy and lay officers,
amazing buildings, all kinds of plans
and hopes for mission. My tour ended
with the licensing of Peter Hooper as
Archdeacon in full title. Peter began
his ministry back in February 2021.
This was the first time he and I had
been together in the Diocese. Peter
is full of enthusiasm and energy, and
his ministry is another great source of
hope. I did indeed finish this tour
acknowledging the many ways in
which the Anglican church has
flourished in this region in the past,
with deep thanksgiving for its life in
the present and with a real hope for all
it may achieve by God’s grace in the
future.

French
Residency
Support
Project
SINCE September 2020, the Diocese
in Europe French Residency
Support Project has been helping
UK nationals and their families
apply for residency under the
Withdrawal Agreement.
Programme Director, Zoe Webster,
shares these reflections on this
highly successful project now
drawing to a close:
The official deadline for applying for
the Withdrawal Agreement Residence
Permit (WARP) was 30 June 2021,
although applications were accepted
into early October. The UK Nationals
Support Fund to support residency
applications, sponsored by the UK
Government, will end on 31
December. The Diocese helpline in
France has been winding down with
the last few cases being supported
until mid-December. The diocesan
team are also working closely with
other programme implementers, the

British Embassy and Consulate staff,
whose assistance has been
invaluable where there have been
particular challenges.

heart-warming for the team to know
they have made a real difference to
British nationals securing their lives
and residency in France, says Zoe.

The Diocese in Europe Project
covered six French regions, where an
estimated 73,000 UK nationals reside.
It has seen more than 10,000 direct
service interactions and over 5,000
enquiries to our helpline. The French
Interior Ministry reports over 163,000
Brits and their family members have
applied for residency and must be in
possession of the WA card before
1 January 2022. Family members and
dependants continue to join those
resident in France by 31 December
2020, under the family reunification
terms of the Withdrawal Agreement.

Here are a few examples:

Whilst many applicants experienced a
straightforward process, the work of
the Support Fund implementers made
a real difference to those who had
complex personal situations, suffered
illness, lacked IT skills and access, or
struggled integrating their entire lives
into the French administrative system.
“The feedback we have received from
those receiving personal
assistance from a caseworker has
been overwhelmingly positive and it
has also been personally fulfilling and

“The response was very warm, quick,
very detailed, very informed and
greatly appreciated. It is the first real
clarity I have received since embarking
on this long and winding road. “
“Thank you for all your help, it has
been absolutely invaluable. Couldn't
have navigated this complex process
without the gracious and intelligent
help we received.”
“Excellent in every way. Helpful,
patient and supportive. I only wish
that this excellent service could
become a permanent resource,
particularly for us older residents of
France.”
A small percentage of UK Nationals
are still awaiting their final préfecture
appointment to validate their
application and receive their cards.
The project website has been updated
with latest information and assistance
for those who need it until the end of
March 2022.
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5Cs Email
Pledge
THE small envelope appears again
in the corner of your screen to tell
you: “You’ve got a new email!”
What is your immediate reaction?
Do you look at the message now,
wondering if it is really important?
Do you save the surprise for “later”
… or do you think to yourself “not yet
more email in my inbox!” … ?
That's what you may be thinking as
a recipient ... What about sending
emails ... ?
The Bishop’s senior staff reflected on
the email challenges we all face and
have developed a 100-word pledge
on its use across the Diocese. In a
postcard message and graphic, in
June they introduced “5Cs” as a set
of guiding principles before we click
‘send’ on our emails:
Correct
Considerate
Constructive
Collaborative
Concise
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Diocesan User
Guides
Diocesan Communications have
produced versions of the pledge that
may be used by members of the
Diocese in email signature blocks.
This Diocese in Europe pledge on the
use of email complements the Church
of England digital charter and social
media community guidelines to which
the Diocese is also committed.
Launching the Diocesan pledge,
Bishop Robert said:
“Our pledge today on the use of email
underlines our commitment to
creating a really positive, engaging and
respectful communications culture
within the Diocese.”

Looking for resources to support your
chaplaincy? You can find resources
on the Diocese in Europe website
for guidance in your chaplaincy. From
Chaplaincy User Guides to navigate
through changes in your chaplaincy
to finance and giving forms, you can
download these resources to help
you.
Several new guides have been
published this year including:
Chaplaincy Accommodation and
Transport
General Support Principles
A Very Brief Guide to a Well Run
Chaplaincy Council
Called to be a Churchwarden?
You can read and download them
here.

Young People’s
Network
BY Young People’s Network
Co-ordinator, Revd Iain Bendrey.
The aim of the Young People’s
Network is to provide support to those
who work with our youngsters in the
Diocese in Europe, either in a paid role
or voluntarily. We do this by
providing network meetings which
allow people to come from across
Europe to share ideas and resources.
These happen on a termly basis.
It has been a difficult year for working
with young people due to Covid-19
and those who work with them have
had to adapt their styles of teaching
and contact with their young people.
And I have to say, people have risen
to the challenge.
In terms of our network meetings in
March we focussed on allowing
leaders and volunteers to connect
and share their experiences of

offering ministry online, especially
zoom. Some of the positives that
arose from this were connecting with
new people, especially teens on the
fringe, reaching broader groups and
those dispersed across a wide area.
Some of the negatives were some
age groups were less keen, especially
younger children, having to stare at
screens for long periods of time, in
addition to what they were doing at
school. However, it was a good
opportunity for people to meet each
other from across our vast diocese.
In June we had an evening of Godly
play with a fantastic video by Celia
Paterson. In the discussion
afterwards, people talked about how
they could facilitate training church
volunteers to use Godly play with
their young people, given that physical
gatherings were a challenge.
In terms of looking forward to 2022
we hope to provide more
opportunities for leaders to network
with each other, share resources and
find out about all the great work that
goes on with young people across

Europe. We would also like to try and
get the young people themselves
together for an event or two, most
probably online.
The recent survey that was sent out
to chaplaincies indicated that
networking and training was a priority
for those who work with our young
people. The same survey also clearly
showed that the pandemic has had
a significant effect on work with our
young people and we will need to look
at more creative ways to engage with
them. It is also hoped that we may be
able to explore the role young people
can play in terms of leadership within
the diocese.
I hope it will be an exciting year for
our work with the youngsters of
Europe.
If you would like to get involved with
the Young People’s Network, please
email Iain Bendrey at
assistantchaplain@lisbonanglicans.org.
You can access resources for youth
and children’s ministry here.
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Music, Motivation and
Mobile Phones

Caring for our Climate
in the Algarve

Tempo del Creato in
Assisi

Be it bustling theatres, musical
festivals, sung worship, orchestral
recitals or beautiful choral acoustics,
music and arts for many have been
merely a memory during the Covid-19
Pandemic. Holy Trinity Church,
Geneva went beyond making
beautiful choral music which lives
up to their legacy, but they created
a sense of family community in the
midst of these strange times - albeit
under difficult circumstances.
Read more here.

“We don’t need small change, we
need big change… everyone needs
to get stuck in and everyone can help
in their own way,” says Chris Wells,
at St. Vincent’s. Tricia and Chris Wells
shared with us their journey to care
for our climate. In a project called
Change for the World, Charlie the
change machine has been counting
small change for green projects across
the world. They also created a survey
to help identify areas we can each
make small changes to help creation.

As we celebrated Creationtide in
October, St. Leonard’s in Assisi
celebrated their Tempo del Creato
(Time of Creation) service of
Ecumenical Prayer. “Our mission in
Assisi has always been to welcome
pilgrims to an Anglican Eucharist in
the heart of the city of St. Francis and
St. Clare. St. Francis was the patron
saint of animals, merchants and
ecology - a reminder of our duty to
care for the animals… and put our
celebrations into action all year
round.” said Cathie Alexander. Read
more here.

Izmir

Valletta Skyline
On 1 June, Sir Max Hastings, acclaimed author, journalist and historian,
presented his new book on Operation Pedestal was for the “Save the Valletta
Skyline Appeal”. Operation Pedestal was a pivotal wartime operation which
saved Malta during the Second World War. The stunning Valletta Skyline is
renowned globally for its beauty. The appeal launched in March 2017 to restore
St Paul’s Anglican Pro-Cathedral in Malta, is a vital part of Malta’s rich cultural
heritage. You can read more about the event and appeal here.
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On 21 July, the Church of St Mary
Magdalene, Bornova,
celebrated the Eve of the Feast of
St Mary Magdalene in a service of
Evensong. Guests included the new
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Izmir,
the founder of Turkey’s oldest
indigenous Protestant Church, and
senior British officers and their
families from NATO Land Forces HQ
in Izmir.
The community in Izmir have never
had their own vessels. On 25 July, the
chaplaincy held a service to bless a
new chalice and paten.
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Meet and greet...
WE give a warm welcome to everyone who has arrived in the diocese this year, and to those taking up new
positions, including …
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Two New Canons

Archdeacons Sam Van Leer

New Chaplain to Bishop

and Peter Hooper

Robert

In Febuary, Archdeacon Peter Hooper
joined the diocese as Archdeacon
of France and Monaco. Peter was
licensed in full title by Bishop Robert
in November.
In June, Archdeacon Sam Van Leer
had his licensing service at Holy
Trinity, Brussels. Sam said this was
“a momentous occasion which
brought back fond memories” for him
and his wife.

In April, we warmly welcomed The
Revd Canon Alan Strange has been
made a Canon of the Cathedral
Chapter. This is a senior post in the
Bishop’s Leadership Team. Alan was
made Canon of the Cathedral Chapter
for the duration of the role. The
Chaplain is responsible for supporting
the ministry of the Bishop, overall
management of the Bishop’s office
and supporting the strategic
objectives of the Diocese.

Diocesan Director of Readers

Diocesan Spirituality Advisor

Social Media Volunteers

We welcomed Celia Paterson, a
Reader, Church Warden and Spiritual
Director, as Diocesan Director of
Readers. She took up her new
position on 1 August. The role of
Diocesan Director of Readers includes
looking after Readers, liaising with
university institutions for Readers who
are in training, organising workshops
and providing pastoral care to
Readers across the Diocese in
Europe.

The Revd Ray Andrews from Costa
Blanca took up the post of Diocesan
Spirituality Advisor in June. Ray is
passionate about spiritual wellbeing,
has previously worked in mental
health and as a spiritual retreat
co-ordinator.

Over the past seven years, our
diocese has been very fortunate to
have a team of dedicated volunteers
to run our Twitter and provide us with
24/7 coverage. We welcomed
Jo Kitson-Cooke as Diocesan Prayer
Diary Editor. “We owe all our
volunteers a huge debt of thanks”
says Director of Communications,
Damian Thwaites. We are now ready
to set up a diocesan volunteer team
working across all our platforms in
2022.

In September, we celebrated the
collations of The Revd Marcus
Ronchetti and The Revd Smitha
Prasadam as Canons of the Cathedral
Chapter of the diocese. Marcus was
appointed to the chair of St. James of
Spain and Smitha to the chair of
St. Catherine of Siena.

Farewell
Adèle
After 53 years in the diocese and
around 25 years in ordained ministry
for the Diocese in Europe, we are
saying farewell to The Revd Canon
Adèle Kelham, Archdeacon of
Switzerland.
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Adèle has served the Diocese in
Europe as a former chaplain in
Lausanne, Switzerland and then took
up the role of Archdeacon. Although
Switzerland is the smallest
archdeaconry, it includes twenty-four
chaplaincies.
Reflecting on her long service and
experience in the diocese, Adèle was
elected President of the Swiss
Ecumenical Body in 2011. She was
one of very few women worldwide to
hold the office of president of a
national council of churches. Adèle
also previously served as our
Diocesan Advisor on Women’s
Ministry to support women clergy
across the diocese in their ministry.
We could not let Adèle leave us
without reflecting on her time in the
diocese …
What brought you into the
Diocese in Europe?
I moved into the diocese in 1968 and
I was living then in Brussels,
worshipping at Holy Trinity. Holy Trinity
were organising lots of young adult
programmes. It was there at the time
that I met my husband. We moved to
Switzerland in 1971, so fifty years ago.
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Can you tell us about your
journey to ordained ministry?
I remember as a child mentioning to
my parents, “I’m going to be a vicar
when I grow up”. And they all went;
“girls don’t do that!”. We moved to
Switzerland in 1971… so fifty years
ago. Of course, in those days, women
were not ordained. Also at that time,
there were regulations in Switzerland
about who could work. I was not
allowed. So I thought, “I will do
something that interests me.” And
I studied theology at the university
in Zürich. Then, come the day, many
years later, when the Church of
England did decide that women could
be ordained, I still believed I had a
vocation. I went to a selection
conference and they decided I was
suitable. That was in the summer
and that September [1997] I started
theological training at Crammer Hall,
St John’s College in Durham.
What do you enjoy most about
the chaplaincies in
Switzerland?
They are all made up of both their
own character and the characters of
their people. They are all striving to
be church in the places that they are,
which I think is wonderful. And, they
go through ups and down, like every

chapter in every parish. So, one of the
pleasures is being able to help through
some of those moments; rejoicing
with them and finding new paths
forward. I have made a lot of friends
amongst all the people in the Anglican
churches, it has been wonderful!
Looking back, can you share
some of your highlights and
experiences in the diocese?
Everything has been good, even
the awkward bits! There are some
highlights. I enjoyed being president
of the [Swiss] Ecumenical Council. It’s
a fascinating group; they are open to
churches that might be regarded as
being on the fringe!
While I was president, we were
beginning negotiations for the Knight
Apostolic Church to see if they could
become members, which was extremely interesting. During my term
in office, we started negotiations for
increasing the mutual recognition of
baptism and just this year we had
another church join us. You can read
about Ecumenism in Switzerland here.
Why do you feel good
ecumenical relationships are
important?

I think they are essential. It’s part
of who we are as a church that we
should get on with each other. I
believe God is a God of diversity.
There is a whole spectrum of
churches, so everyone can find a
home in a church that speaks to
them in a way that they can hear
and respond. I think that’s part of the
strength of diversity. You can read
more about Swiss Ecumenism here.
What progress do you think the
diocese has made in
empowering women ministry?
What can we improve on?
I think a lot of progress has been
made. When I first joined the diocese,
there were many priests and church
members who appreciated women’s
ministry and wanted women priests;
but, there was quite a strong group
who didn’t. We are moving ahead. I’m
sad the gender balance in the Bishop’s
senior staff is not better. It needs to
be improved as soon as possible.
As one of your final
engagements events in the
diocese, you preached at the
Advent service. What were you
looking forward to as you
prepared for this service?
I looked forward to worshipping as a
diocese, that is something really quite

touching. Seeing so many people in
these little squares, postage stamps
covering the screen. People
participating wherever they happen to
be. It’s very encouraging that people
are willing to give up time, worship
together and do something as a
diocese.
Following your retirement,
what are you hoping for in this
next season?
I am hoping to visit family, most of
whom I have not seen for three years.
I am hoping to start off by visiting my
son in Denmark, then go to the UK for
a few weeks. Finally, I am hoping to
catch up on my much postponed

sabbatical. All this will depend on the
covid situation, of course.
And do you have an ‘and finally’
for us as you bid us farewell?
I love this diocese, it is brilliant! It
has flourished under Bishop Robert
and Bishop David. The diocese has
adapted, and it has shown us how the
Church of England can adapt. I think it
is a wonderful place… it is
exciting… it is lively! There are
wonderful, amazing, lovely people
who make it what it is. I want to
give a huge thanks to Bishop Robert,
Bishop David and diocesan staff. They
are a wonderful, supportive team...
absolutely brilliant! Thank you DiE!

35

