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Many years ago, when I was first studying theology in Cambridge, I met a young 
Jesuit priest from Australia called Gerald O‟Collins. Over the many years since we have 
kept in touch, and I rejoiced that he was able to be present in St Paul‟s Cathedral in 
1994 when I was consecrated as a bishop in the Church of God. Gerry O‟Collins has 
over the years produced many fine books, and I believe him to be one of the clearest 
writers and apologists for the Christian faith. He has written much on the Easter Gospel, 
and his most recent book, Jesus our Redeemer, explores the very heart of our faith – 
what does the passion and death of Jesus mean for us today? 

The last chapter of his book is entitled „Bodily Resurrection and the 
Transformation of the World‟, and Fr Gerry begins with a quotation from the American, 
Mitch Albom‟s book, Five People You have to meet in Heaven. It is the story of Eddie, a 
wounded war veteran who lives what he believes to be an inspired and lonely life fixing 
seaside rides at a seaside amusement park. On his 83rd birthday Eddie is killed while 
trying to save a little girl from a falling ride. He awakes in the afterlife, where he learns 
that heaven is not a location but a place where your life is explained to you by five 
people who were in, who affected, or were affected by your life. Fr Gerry‟s quotation 
from this book is „Life has to end…love doesn‟t.‟ 
 Life has to end – that is true for each and every one of us. Our life is, as the 
German philosopher, Martin Heidegger, said a „being towards death.‟ That is the 
horizon, the line, towards which our lives inexorably move. And that simple fact 
challenges the meaning of our human existence. Our lives are built up out of 
relationship. We are not just „I‟ but „I and Thou‟ „You and me‟. We do not make our lives 
we receive them, most obviously from our mothers and our fathers; and we receive our 
lives by how our families shaped us, loved us and nurtured us – and that means there 
will be for all of us the consequences of inadequate love.  

As the Anglican poet‐priest Thomas Traherne wrote in the seventeenth‐century, 

„No one in this world has been loved too much, but many have been loved in the wrong 
way, and all in too short a measure.‟ So our flawed lives move towards an ending, our 
dying, which seems to mock at any meaning. And yet we know that at the heart of what 
we are as human beings is our capacity to love and to relate. Our Christian faith tells us 
that this is because we are made in the image of the God who is a communion of a 
love, a love which hopes all things and endures all things. Somehow we cannot escape 
this capacity for love which defines who and what we are. It is part of the DNA, the 
fundamental DNA, of what it is to be human. 
 „Life has to end… love does not.‟ That quotation from Mitch Albom, Gerry 
O‟Collins sees as providing a window into the Crucifixion, Passion and Death of Jesus, 
and the Easter Gospel of his resurrection. The Lord whom we as Christians are called 
to follow, to be his disciples, is the Lord who walked the Way of the Cross. The God 
who created us in love, comes in that same love to our fallen, flawed and sinful world. 
He comes to remake that world, to remake our lives, from the inside, drawing us into the 
transformation of our lives. The living out of that Divine love in our world proves 
demanding and costly. There is no magic wand to be waved, but simply an entering into 
our human condition, coming down to the lowest part of our need.  



St John at the beginning of his Gospel tells us that the Word (the living 
communication of God) became flesh and dwelt among us. And in that identification we 
see who and what God is. We see, as St John puts it the „glory‟ of God. What that glory 
is, is seen in the Crucifixion, the lifting up of Jesus, a king whose crown of thorns 
rammed down upon his head, speaks of the costliness of the love which embraces us 
with hands outstretched and pinned by nails to the rough wood. Jesus dies. He is an 
outcast, the victim (as so many are in our world) of crude and sadistic violence – in his 
dying that appalling pain and suffering of the world is taken into the very heart of God.  

Jesus, the one who is Emmanuel, „God with us‟, goes into the non‐existence, the 

nothingness of death. „If I go down to hell‟, said the psalmist, „Thou art there also.‟ In 
Jesus‟ dying God is indeed found to be, so to speak, at the inside of our dying, in the 
nothingness, and the needful letting go, and in the breaking of relationship.  

On Holy Saturday, between Good Friday and Easter, what has been called the 
most neglected day in the Christian calendar, we know that God himself has freely 
chosen to enter into the nothingness of death which mocks at meaning. Even in hell, in 
apartness from God, God is present, the Divine love reaches from the heights of heaven 
to the depths of hell. 

We only understand the meaning of Easter if we follow Jesus in his Passion, 
suffering and death. Easter is being surprised by joy, the totally unexpected, unlooked 
for, happens. The tomb, the grave, the place of death is empty. God cannot be 
imprisoned. He blows history open in an act of new creation. Gerry O‟Collins contrasts 
the ending of Mel Gibson‟s film, The Passion of Christ and that of another, Pietro 
Pasolini, in his film, The Gospel according to St Matthew. Gerry O‟Collins writes: Gibson 
does not picture a glorious resurrection but merely a reanimated corpse.‟ Others are not 
involved, By contrast „Pasolini‟s presentation of the resurrection bursts with a 
revolutionary newness for the whole world…we see the eleven disciples and other 
followers of Jesus, full of fresh energy and running up a mountain towards the risen 
Christ. He sends them on a mission with the comforting promise: “Go, make disciples of 
all nations….I will be with you all days, even to the end of time.”  

The resurrection is nothing, Easter is nothing, unless it touches, changes and 
impels us, sends us out with the good news of the life of the new creation, Easter 
people for whom the good news is that sin and death are overcome, the powers and 
forces of darkness and destruction are disarmed and destroyed. „Christ is risen, we are 
risen.‟ The life if the Church, the mission of the Church is Easter life, an eternal life 
which can never be destroyed. It is a life that the disciples discovered at the empty 
tomb, which transformed Mary Magdalen when she was called by name, and which was 
found at Emmaus when the Lord was known in the breaking of bread. He shares his life 
with us that we may share it with others. That is both the blessing and the challenge of 
Easter – I pray that in this diocese this may be known and lived.  

A very happy Easter to you all. 
 

+Geoffrey 


