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Front cover picture:
The way of the cross. This series
of “Stations of the Cross” stand on
top of a Spanish mountain and lead
to the huge stone cross overlooking
the town of Vinaros. They provide
the focus for a typical Good Friday
pilgrimage and meditation.
Picture by Stephen Nicholls.

Handing over
Th e B a t o n
As Copy for this edition of The European
Anglican is being completed life in the
editorial household is manic and showing
signs of mixed emotions. After five years at
the “sharp end” of church life in the diocese
retirement from the duties of Priest-inCharge looms large.
In the final weeks there is a great sense
of all the things that could have been
done and somehow weren’t. Duties are
being shared around church officers and
members of the congregation are taking
them on with a sense of expectation, so
much so that a Churchwarden commented
“You see, you should have done this
earlier!”
Many of the details affecting life and
worship in our very young church are being
re-examined. Will we still sing the Gloria in
excelsis? Who will get the Bible Reading
notes in future? Can each of our three
congregations choose their own hymns?
What services can we have, during an
interregnum over Holy Week and Easter?
Three new Worship Leaders have been
authorized and prepared to share the work
of ministry and they are nervous but eager

to follow their own call to service.
I tell people truthfully that I am looking
forward to paying more attention to the
“other job” with Diocesan Communications.
Although letting go of responsibilities
doesn’t come easily it is thrilling to see
others take on the tasks. And there is never
a better time for this than Easter when we
walk the way of the Cross with Our Lord and
see what He did to prepare us to carry on
His work.
Handing over the baton and sharing
the responsibilities is how churches have
grown over the years from small house
groups to vast chaplaincies covering huge
areas, as we report from France on page 6.
As we walk together the Way of the Cross
we celebrate the richness and diversity of
church life around Europe and celebrate
His risen Easter life which
empowers us all in our
ministeries.

Pa u l N e e d l e
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Because of the vast size
of the Diocese in Europe
we do not have, unlike
most of the 43 mainland
English dioceses, an officer
or department committed
to Youth Work. It is
therefore pleasing to report
the results of a survey by
Archdeacon John de Wit
into the range of ministry
among 14 to 25 year olds
across Europe. It included
the following facts from
our churches:• Brussels youth ministry has
well over 30 young people
involved – 17 of them are
in the African step dancing
group, The Ambassadors.
• In the Eastern archdeaconry
Moscow is the only
chaplaincy with youth work
at present
• 6 out of the 10 chaplaincies
in Switzerland boast an
active youth ministry
• Vevey’s Sunday morning
discipleship has between
25-30 teens some of whom
were involved in a great
service project experience in
Albania last year.

W O R K

Mark

S t M i c h a e l’s , Pa r i s
When I arrived I was told I would be battling with sporadic and unpredictable youth
attendance, but that this would balance well against the more regular numbers seen at our
18-30s group. Actually the opposite has happened, and our youth and children’s ministry
here at Saint Michael’s has seen real spiritual growth and blessing from the Lord.
Our 11-16s have been keeping a prayer diary, and for the first time a couple of weeks
ago we took a look back through it and were excited to see how God really had been
hearing and answering our prayers! Granted many of these prayers were aimed at exams
and tests at school, but it was noted that no one had been expelled due to poor class
performance yet!
There has been a real buzz around the room where we meet since Claire, our
volunteer coordinator of the 3-11 year olds, arrived. This is real testament to the work
that she and the other leaders put into sharing God’s word with the members – and not
just down to the good biscuit selection on offer.
From our chaotically entertaining Christmas production to forming
a band to play music in our all-age service there has been a heightened
involvement of our youth and children in services. It has been fantastic
to see them feeling so much more part of our Church family as a result
and it certainly makes our all-age services a whole lot of fun!

A rchie Bag n a l l , M inis t ry A ssis ta n t

S t A n d r ew ’ s Z u r i c h
Currently, we have eighteen young people in our group, four of whom have joined
since last Autumn. Most are Swiss, although some have recently moved from other
countries and the meetings are conducted in English. The group meets twice a month at
church with occasional outside events. I believe these outings are important to give the
youth a time to relax and bond outside of the normal structure of meetings. It is also a
good opportunity to meet with other churches in our community. In March, we joined
another youth group from the Augustinerkirche in Zurich to go tobogganing.
Four other adults share the responsibility of the Youth Group and help set up for
meetings, organize the kids, lead small group discussions – they even wash dishes. But
most importantly, they generate ideas – anything from what to serve the kids for dinner
to long-term goals and plans. Their aid and insight is invaluable to the Youth Group.
In the future, we hope to meet more frequently and to organize larger events for
the youth, within the nearby community or with other churches in the Diocese. One
specific idea we’ve been working on is to develop an independent programme for
youth attending our annual church retreat. That way they can enjoy the event through
activities and discussions that have been catered to them.

A m y C o l e , Yo u t h L e a d e r
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Crisis ?

Brussels”

During the February sessions of General Synod in London a reception,
provided by the Friends of the Diocese, welcomed synod members who
met diocesan staff and bishops. They heard Canon Dr Gary Wilton,
Archbishop’s Representative to the European Union Institutions,
offering a Christian perspective on the current “European Crisis”.
In January 1979 James Callaghan
flew back from Guadalupe in the
midst of the ‘winter of discontent’.
There was widespread industrial
unrest. Rubbish was building
up on the streets. And he was
supposed to have uttered the
famous words ‘What Crisis?’
Twenty three years later Europe is in Crisis. But we need to
ask which crisis? Economic, Social and Political crises don’t
just happen. They can take years to ferment and years to
resolve.
• Climate change may not be in the headlines, but the
crisis is as real as ever.
• EU wide immigration is often the elephant in the room.
The Arab Uprisings in North Africa and the Middle
East are only adding to the numbers of people wanting
to enter Europe through the southern member states.
• Across the continent the population is ageing and living
longer. More and more pensioners will need to be
supported by fewer and fewer workers.
• There is the shift in power from West to East. How
much longer can Europe imagine itself at the centre of
world events?
• And how legitimate is the EU anyway? If it is hard to
define what it means to be British? What does it mean
to be European?
Of course the crisis on everyone’s minds at the moment
is the euro zone. In September 2008 Lehman Brothers a
US company that most of us had never of heard of went
bankrupt. Since then all across Europe banks have needed
to be bailed out, leading to a collapse in business confidence
and a global recession. The recession hit European
government tax receipts and exploded social security
expenditure. Heavily indebted European governments
found themselves slipping further and further into debt.
And when the markets began to suspect that not all
European governments would be able to pay off their debts
the euro crisis was fully born.
In early February Herman Van Rompuy, President of
the European Council, gave a speech entitled the ‘The

discovery of co-responsibility: Europe in the debt crisis’.
He focused on two key words: interdependence and coresponsibility. He argued that the euro crisis had been
a powerful reminder to the nation states of Europe – of
their economic and political interdependence. There are
clear echoes here of the post World War 2 economic and
political devastation that led to the birth of the EU. In 2012
the nation states of Europe don’t need to work together to
save peace – they need to work together to save prosperity.
When times are easy, human beings and nation states
readily forget their interdependence and their need to take
shared-responsibility for the world. Ever since the start of
the Greek sovereign debt crisis the Heads of Government
across the EU have been challenged to step in. But Greece
is a long way from the UK. Its systems of government are
at best inefficient and at worst corrupt. For some Greece is
the national equivalent of the ‘undeserving poor’.
Getting to grips with the euro crisis is taking a long
time, although it has taken even longer for the Church of
England to get to grips with women and the episcopacy.
There is a deep-seated resistance in countries with
weaker economies to reform and in stronger economies
an equivalent resistance to help; especially when loans by
themselves do not solve the underlying problems.
In 1950 the way forward, was to create a European
high authority over the coal and steel industries. The 2012
response is European wide supervision on budgets, bubbles
and banks. The building of a permanent firewall against
contagion is in the making – although a long time in the
making. Mr Van Rompuy commented that ‘Building a
lifeboat in the middle of the storm has taken a lot of time
and energy’. The 1950s generation of European leaders,
mostly Christian Democrats were committed to solidarity
and concern for the common good. Of course they never
stopped being national politicians – but somehow they
found a way forward where they could all prosper in peace.
Today’s EU is much larger and much more complex
than the original Coal and Steel Community. Old lessons
and old values may well have got lost in the midst of time.
As Mr Van Rompuy recognised: Interdependence is developing
before our eyes... Grudgingly, half-heartedly, reluctantly, not
least when people personally have to face higher taxes or a later

D I O C E S A N L E G A L
C H A N G E S G E T U N D E R W AY
retirement age? Yet for governments this interdependence means
the discovery of co-responsibility. Each country – and I am in
particular thinking of Greece – is not only responsible for itself
but also for the monetary union as a whole. Forgetting this in our
actions undermines the common good.
Sometimes the EU is more British than we can ever
imagine. The old adage ‘If it ain’t broke don’t fix it’ is well
in play. Fixing things takes time, money and energy. The
EU is often muddling along. Nonetheless the Euro crisis
has more than tested existing ways of working. The design
of the European institutions really does need to reflect
the real interdependence and the co-responsibility of the
member states. When it comes to budgetary policies in the
future, members of the Euro zone will set the ceiling on
debt and deficit together, at the European level, but they
will decide individually how to raise money and spend it.
All government are nervous about this, even governments
who have long favoured stronger European institutions
now recognise that one day “Brussels” might point the
finger at them for breaking the rules.
In the meantime there is much work to do; the euro
crisis was a long time coming and will be a long time
going. Building a lifeboat in the middle of the storm will
not be quick. All Member States will need to be at the
table – talking and listening to each other – working out
their interdependence and co-responsibility – with practical
politics. For the Church of England as we give thanks for
the sixtieth anniversary of our Queen – we also need to
pray for the leaders of Europe. Whenever we can we need
to remind all who govern us of the interdependence of the
nation states of Europe and of their co-responsibility to
work for the common good – a common good that should
not be forgotten.

Diocesan

ROSEHILL FURNITURE GROUP

Rosehill has been the leading UK ecclesiastical furniture
supplier for nearly 30 years.
We have supplied international Churches across the
World; including Europe, New Zealand, Africa and the
Caribbean.
For a quotation, including delivery to mainland Europe,
please contact our sales team on +44 161 485 1717 or
email sales@rosehill.co.uk with your requirements.

www.rosehill.co.uk

changes

supported by

G en er a l Sy n o d
The General Synod, the Church of England’s
elected “parliament”, meeting in London, has
welcomed in principle changes to the Diocese in
Europe’s constitution.
Synod members were told that since its formation in 1980
the number of worshipping congregations in the diocese
has increased by 50% to almost 300.
We have more full time clergy than many of the
other 43 English dioceses in the Church of England
but are uniquely funded by local giving rather than
central diocesan funding. The recent strategic review of
diocesan needs highlighted the desire for “Free-standing”
archdeacons in the future, as opposed to the present
system where archdeacons also have local parochial
responsibilities.

General Synod meeting in London reaches a decision
The changes would allow for some funding help from
the Church Commissioners. The amendments would
also formally enable the Diocesan Synod to become the
authoritative body for decision making (in line with the
other English dioceses) rather than our Bishop’s Council
which currently makes those decisions.
An overwhelming majority of Synod general members
agreed that the draft legislation should go forward for more
detailed consideration to start the process of change.
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Lit tle Acorns Le ad to
Might y French Oak s
In England the Anglican parish system developed over many centuries
around individual communities – almost every town and village boasts a
parish church. In the Diocese in Europe (the 44th diocese in the Church of
England) our history is very different. Rev Caroline Gordon-Walker looks at
the development of the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine in France.

When you are half-way up a
mountain, it is good to look back and
see where you have come from and
some of the obstacles that you have
overcome on the way. The present
Chaplaincy of Aquitaine, grew from
the acorn planted in Bordeaux in
1825 which provided services in
English for people employed in the
businesses developed after Napoleon’s
defeat 10 years earlier. The English
controlled the seas and transport,
particularly the wine trade. There
was no hopping back to England
on Ryanair, so they had to live in
France and they made it as much
like England as possible. They had
their own consul, schools, bank and
church. They called themselves the
British Colony and didn’t fraternise
with the natives.
The Bordeaux church was built
in 1841 and others were established
at St Jean-de-Luz and Arcachon
in 1847. A long series of Chaplains
served, including through World
War 1, until 1940 when the English
were given three hours to get to
the harbour for evacuation as the
Germans approached. The Bordeaux
Church was closed during the war
but restarted in 1947.

The Chaplaincy had already
begun to spread throughout southwest France – at one time it was
estimated that it covered an area
nearly the size of England and
became known as La Petite Angleterre.
The real growth began after the
war when English people began to
retire to rural France. In 1964 a small
English group began to meet in a
disused railway station at St Méard
in the Dronne Valley. They were
discovered by the local curé who
offered them the use of his church.
They subsequently moved with him
to Tocane and then on to Ribérac
and are now in Bertric Burée. In
1977 a House Group was started
by two families in Lot-et-Garonne
and they soon began worshipping in
Monteton church.
Until 1981 the Chaplain from
Bordeaux was also responsible
for services in Toulouse and
commuted between the two
centres. Then ICS agreed to
make grants to two Chaplains,
one in Toulouse (Chaplaincy
of Midi-Pyrenées and Aude)
with the other remaining in
Bordeaux. This gave more
scope for development – until
then rural centres had only
been able to have mid-week or
Sunday afternoon services.
In 1987 two couples started
saying Morning Prayer every
Sunday in the Cemetery
Chapel of St Martin in Limeuil,
moving to St Catherine’s five
years later. In 1994 a centre was

set up in a school chapel in Cognac
and a new centre was planted at the
Abbaye of Chancelade, to the west
of Périgueux. In 1995 services began
in a private home in Petites Côtes,
moving to Chapdeuil in 2000 and
then in 2006 to Bertric Burée with
the Ribérac congregation. In the last
eight years four centres have started
in Lot-et Garonne (Allez, Envals,
Doudrac and Dondas), one
of which is a House
church.

Petites Côtes 1995
An early congregation

First ser vice at
St Méard Church in 197
4

A

In 1999 Aquitaine was subdivided again with the creation of
the Chaplaincy of Poitou-Charentes.
It took as a nucleus the existing
Aquitaine centre in Cognac, together
with a few Home Groups. PoitouCharentes was initially a Pastoral
Area of Aquitaine, but then became a
Chaplaincy in its own right and now
holds services in thirteen different
venues. It also spawned another
Pastoral Area in 2007 – The Vendée,
which has another three centres!
It is an amazing story with
apparently haphazard development
leading to the provision of regular
services in at least 33 different
places. Very few of the centres were
formal church plants. The majority
developed as a result of teams of
people coming together to organise
services with a determination and
enthusiasm to make them succeed.
What is also striking is the boldness
to push ahead when financial
viability and availability of people to
take services was in doubt. Chaplains
have driven thousands of kilometres;
equipment – hymn books, hymn
boards, chalices have been begged,
borrowed or given. Insolvency has
been a real threat
during
most of the
Chaplaincy’s
existence.

New website
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In the mid-1990s there were
serious suggestions that
the Chaplaincy should be
discontinued and centres
should become ICS seasonal
Chaplaincies
Contrast this with the
current situation when finances
are healthy and Aquitaine
has the biggest Electoral Roll
of any Chaplaincy in the
Diocese. In 2011 we had nearly
40 weddings and 15 Carol
services attended by about 1500
people. From one Chaplain
covering what are now three
Chaplaincies, Aquitaine alone
has a ministerial team of
about thirty (clergy, readers
and worship leaders). The
rate of change seems to be
accelerating – which is why it
is important to plan ahead and
to create the structures which
will enable growth to continue.
Chaplaincies, like herbaceous
plants, can get too big and need
to be divided.
Looking to the future,
we must dare to be bold
even if success is not assured,
trusting to God to support our
endeavours to spread his word.
There have been changes in the
past and we have to be ready to
accept changes in the future.
We need to research locations
carefully, making sure that we
have the support of a group
of committed Christians and
the full approval of the owners
of the building. Sometimes
mistakes will be made and we
will need to make adjustments.
But we must go forward.
The Christian life is like
a bicycle: you can’t go
backwards and if you
stand still, you fall
off. Above all we
need to pray and
seek the guidance
of the Spirit.

O F T W O C H U R C H E S
W H I C H G R E W

Door to open
the Gospel in
Fr ance

In January Rev Hazel Door became
Chaplain of Christ the Good
Shepherd Church in the French
districts of Poitou-Charentes where
she had served as an Assistant
Priest for some years.
She says, “My husband Martin and I
have lived in the Vienne for over 15
years. We bought a house in Civray in
1996 and were very much part of the
initial development of the Chaplaincy.
In those days we used to meet to
worship in peoples homes, with special
services taking place in a local Church
at Christmas and Easter. It was small
and intimate, with no-one needing to
travel more than 45 minutes to a service.
Then it started to grow as more English
speaking people arrived, and when the
Chaplaincy was formed we realised
there was a need to have formal worship
centres, but we were keen to keep the
travel time to a minimum.
“I have a huge enthusiasm to share
the Gospel. I am really excited about the
congregations we have, they are what
make this Chaplaincy so special. I see
my role as taking the good news out to a
wider group of people, to enable people
to worship more regularly than now,
helping people to start home churches
if there is nothing in their immediate
location, to build the congregation
amongst the English speaking
community. I am very excited that
recently I was invited by an ecumenical
group of English and French speaking
Christians to lead their Christmas Carol
service. This is a part of the PoitouCharentes with which we have not had
much contact. Yet here is an opportunity
to work with them to support a new
congregation in the area.”
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C A N O N S , C H O I R S A ND
P R A Y E R S F O R U N I T Y

N ew s S t o r i e s

The choir at La Côte Silver were sing
ing in celebration
of the 25th birthday for the church whi
ch developed
from a house group, then a daughte
r congregation of
Holy Trinity Geneva into an indepen
dent chaplaincy
with two congregations in Gingins and
Divonne in
Switzerland.

Rev Michael Counsell was delighted to receive a
Thank-you letter from English speaking inmates in
Tangier jail after he visited them during his locum
stay in the Northern African city. He says “Of the
thirty prisoners in each cell, there are never more than
two English-speakers, so these visits are their only
opportunity for English conversation.”

from

An enthusiastic group representing Neuchatel church
sang carols and Christmas songs for the Telethon local
charities and as a witness to their presence in the
Swiss city.

Christian unity comes from faithful planting and
steady growth. In Puerto de la Cruz on the island of
Tenerife, the congregation of All Saints joined forces
with German Lutherans to celebrate Reformation
Day with a Eucharist in English and German before
Pfarrer Helmut Mueller, Rev. Mike Smith and Roy
Cuthbert planted a flame tree to mark their unity.

P R I S O N E R ’ S T H A N K S A N D
C A R O L S F O R C H A R I T Y

europe.anglic an.org

The annual Ecumenical Service und
er the Big Top
in Monaco was an impressive location
for the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity in Janu
ary featuring
performances from the Monte-Carlo
Circus Festival.

A more formal setting was Antwer p Cathedral where
the local Council of churches invited Rev Ann Babb
from St Boniface to lead the worship.
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is traditionally held by
the Cathedral Chapter Clerk.

Adèle Kelham’s term of office as President of the Swiss
Ecumenical Council included a celebration of its
60th anniversary with a special service in Lucerne. In
November she presided at a service in Berne Minster
for the opening of the newly-elected Parliament.

9

1 0

S Y N O D

Th e

S P O T L I G H T

O N

S P A I N

v i ew f r o m

To r r e v i e j a

A snapshot of the 4 day Archdeaconry Synod which met in a
Mediterranean coastal hotel in late January.

Wo r s h i p

in the

ballroom
The Hotel La Zenia is familiar
with hosting conferences of all sorts
and part of the Ballroom is easily
converted (appropriately!) into the
chapel for worship during the Synod.

One of the keynote speakers in
Torrevieja was Bishop Jack Nicholls,
formerly Bishop of Sheffield. He
spoke with humour using his varied
experiences of ministry about the
theme “Growing Mission” using the
inspiration from some recent saints
he had encountered.

A

chapter of
clergy
The clergy of the Archdeaconry of
Gibraltar are spread over a vast area
including Spain, Portugal, Morocco,
the Balearic and Atlantic Islands
so their annual chance to share
experiences is much appreciated.
Topics for discussion included
church charity shops, fund raising
in an economic crisis, welcoming
worshippers in languages other than
English and protocols for funerals.
Their chapter meeting ended with a
meditation by the Bishop’s Chaplain,
Canon Meurig and individual prayer
with each member.

All Synods are about the members
and guests who get a glimpse of the
wider church, beyond their local
boundaries and share faith and vision
with Christians from other churches
within the Archdeaconry.

And for clergy wives mealtimes also
provided a chance for fun, food and
fellowship.

Making

the
sums add up
The financial report from Synod
Treasurer David Coulston makes sure
that each church in the Archdeaconry
takes a fair share of supporting their
common work.

The essential group photograph gave everyone a brief chance to sample
the sunshine before delegates headed back to their churches encouraged
and renewed in their ministry and mission.

P L A N N I N G

J U B I L E E

J U B I L A T I O N

Diamond delight
in the Diocese
A prayer has been written, at The Queen’s direction, by the
Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral for use throughout the Jubilee
year and our bishops commend it for general use.
Monday 6 February marked the start
of a year of celebration by Christians
in Anglican churches around Europe
with the 60th commemoration of the
Accession of Queen Elizabeth II . Many
churches included special prayers
and activities the previous day in their
Sunday worship.
Special Bible readings, prayers
and forms of service are available
using contemporary and traditional
language for use during the Jubilee
weekend itself, particularly Sunday
3 June 2012.
The national Service of
Thanksgiving will take place in St
Paul’s Cathedral in London on Tuesday
5 June and churches everywhere are
being encouraged to plan ahead to
make their own celebrations. Please
send us your news and pictures so
they can be reported on our website
news pages and in future editions of
The European Anglican.

God of time and eternity,
whose Son reigns as servant, not master;
we give you thanks and praise
that you have blessed this Nation, the
Realms and Territories
with ELIZABETH,
our beloved and glorious Queen.
In this year of Jubilee,
grant her your gifts of love and joy and peace
as she continues in faithful obedience to you,
her Lord and God
and in devoted service to her lands
and peoples,
and those of the Commonwealth,
now and all the days of her life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Readers head for their
F i r s t E v e r C o n fe r e n c e
In a widespread Diocese like Europe
churches are often many miles apart
and it is hard for those engaged in
ministry to keep in contact or share
fellowship. In addition to
our 150 licensed clergy
we have more than a
hundred Readers (the
office formally known
as Lay Reader)
who are fully
authorised
to assist
in leading
worship,
taking
occasional

services and other pastoral duties.
These Readers and those in
training for the task have been invited
by Bishop David to the first ever
diocesan conference exclusively for
them. The weekend event will follow
on from Diocesan Synod, in the same
venue in Cologne, Germany. In his
invitation, Bishop David says “This
conference is the first of its kind for
the Diocese in Europe. As you know
we have had regional workshops on
specific training matters, but never a
diocese-wide gathering for education,
fellowship and celebration of this
vital lay ministry. It is hoped that the
event will provide encouragement to

Readers and those in training,
a greater sense of identity and
belonging within the Diocese and a
wider view of their ministry.
“The title is ‘Bearing the Word’
and the conference will include
theological reflection and keynote
addresses on resources for bible study,
sustaining a prayerful spirituality for
ministry, communicating the Gospel
in today’s world, conflict resolution
in parishes and confidentiality in
pastoral ministry.”
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From Finl and

to

Peru

The Bishop’s Lent Appeal for 2012 focuses on two projects – one in Finland, assisting a congregation
from the White Nile region of Sudan and the other in Peru in a practical project shared with USPG.
Armed with the information on these endeavours our bishops hope that individuals, small groups
and whole congregations will make a special effort during Lent to assist fellow Christians in these two
diverse regions of the world.

Mission Church Project
in Peru
The San Andrés Mission is in the
north of Lima, in the Metropolitan
District of Puente Piedra, about an
hour and a half from the city centre.
It is an area of very poor housing
with shanty towns straddling the Pan
American Highway.
The mission is cared for by Fr
Benjamin Salas and his wife Livia.
He travels the two and a half hours
from his home to the mission
every day and twice a week he is
accompanied by Livia, who organises
a project among the women.
They have worked in the
communities around San Andrés
for the past five years and have now
started another mission church in a
neighbouring area. Fr Benjamin also
ministers in the local state school
and is sought for counsel by many
parents of the children. He is an
exceptional teacher and pastor and
every year there has been a solid
flow of candidates for baptism, first
communion and confirmation. In
many ways the local community and

San Andrés Mission

its families have been transformed by
the presence and ministry of these
two servants of God.
Fr Benjamin is the ‘Regional
Vicar’ (Rural Dean/Archdeacon
equivalent) of Northern Lima,
a densely populated area of
approximately five million people.
He and Livia have seven grown up
children, one of whom is a monk and
another a nun.
The development of the San Andrés
Mission would help to build and help
run a church and pastoral centre.
A piece of land has been given
by the local community in a prime
place close to the school. The
local community is committed to
providing labour for the building of
the church. We hope that mission
teams from overseas will come and
take part in the construction work.
Architect’s estimate of building costs
totals £30,450.
This Lent appeal project will be
funded through our Diocesan links
with the USPG mission agency.

Bishop David with Rev Amos Manga
and members of the Sudanese
Education Project

Supporting
our Sudanese
Christians in
Finl and
The White Nile Congregation in the
west of Finland is a vibrant, growing
community of Anglicans who are
refugees from South Sudan. In 2011,
they celebrated the joy of South
Sudan becoming an independent
country. However, much prayer is
still needed for peace and security
in South Sudan, as the political
and military situation continues
to be uncertain and volatile. The
congregation of several hundred
families is led by Fr Amos Manga,
who is from South Sudan and a nonstipendiary priest of our Diocese.
Through a previous Bishop’s Advent
Appeal, he successfully established
an Education Project through the
congregation to provide English
tuition. English is the official
language of the new South Sudan,
and this project is vital in equipping
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the South Sudanese members
of our Diocese for their
future. The project has been
so successful that the students
are ready to continue to Phase
Two, at a more advanced level.
The Lent Appeal 2012 will
enable them to hire tutors
and buy the new books and
resources needed, and thus
help them build a new future.
Bishop David, following a
recent visit adds: “During a
parish visit to the congregation
in January which included a
large confirmation I met with
the church council for an
update on the project and later
with the students themselves.
I was deeply impressed with
their progress, commitment
and sense of accountability.
Every penny of their funding
is accounted for! About 15
adults, men and women, have
completed the first module and
will be revising for an exam
soon. Already I was able to
engage in basic conversation
with them, about their jobs,
their family life and their
hope for the future. Classes
are held twice a week for 2
hours at a time. Their teacher,
himself a trained language
instructor and member of the
congregation judges that after
4 modules, these keen students
will be competently fluent
in English. An amazing and
encouraging feat! Through our
programme in NW Finland,
those who once had to flee
their homeland, are now being
equipped for an eventual
return, ready to give leadership
in the new national language.”

to our

The Diocese of Luweero
in the Church of Uganda
is formally linked to the
Diocese in Europe. The link
is managed by churches
in The Archdeaconry of
North-West Europe. There
has been great rejoicing
at the handover of two
wheeled transport, both
pedal and motor powered,
bought with money
donated through the
Bishop’s 2011 Lent Appeal.

2011 L e n t A p p e a l
Godfrey Kasana Diocesan Projects
Supervisor reports that 2 motor bikes
were received and handed over to the
beneficiaries for God’s ministry in Luweero.
Ven Rev Canon Hezekiah Kalule,
Archdeacon of Kiziba-Kiiyusa, and Rev
Samuel Ssaka of Nabisweera Parish from
Nakasongola Archdeaconry received one
each. These areas are extremely vast, rural
and have scattered homes and congregations
as well. The motor bikes will be used to
preach the gospel, for pastoral services and
other Mission Outreaches. Nakasongola
Archdeaconry covers the Political and
Administrative district in Uganda.
25 Bicycles were bought for ministry.
Most of these were taken to Nakasongola.
The Lay readers are the beneficiaries in this
transport project. The handover was during
Ordination Priesting and Commissioning
for these servants who work under
conditions where transport is difficult.
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Snapshots

Bishop David visited the
Leipzig English Church to
confirm 6 people in a service
attended by people of many
nationalities and from
different backgrounds.

During a visit to St Andrew
Costa del Sol (East),
Bishop Geoffrey found
himself attending his first
ever Burns Night.

Feeding souls as well as
bodies was a joyful business
at a recent Vocations
Seminar in London.

Living with the
i n Ru r a l S pa i n
Duncan Burr is a Reader in the Anglican
Church of Mojacar in Southern Spain.
Inspired by Madeleine Holme’s (Diocesan
Environmental Officer) challenge about our
best use of our surroundings, he offers us a
tour of his home.

The house is quite remote, roughly
2000 ft above sea level, 2 miles from
the nearest tarmac road, mains water
or electricity, on top of a hill just 20
miles from the coast and a 90 mile
round trip to our nearest Church in
Mojacar, which is in the province of
Almeria.
It is in fact an old Cortijo, or farm
house, of which two thirds is owned
by a Spanish family, who have a
town house about 8 miles away and
only visit this one for high days and
holidays, so for the most part we’re
entirely on our own. The one third
we own is to the left of the main
house with a garage/pool extension
at a lower level.
When we purchased here, we
were aware that water was going to
be a major problem as this is a very
dry area, just a few miles from the
only designated desert in Europe. A
pool however was felt essential, but
it is kept covered when not in use, to
reduce evaporation and water used to
clean the filters is recycled through
a filter and temporary holding
tank, back into the main supply. In
addition it is accepted that however
desirable the pool may be, the water
within it is an essential part of our
emergency reserves, available to be
used when all else fails.
As a part of the renovation, I
included guttering to all roof areas
(most unusual in Spain) and a
sufficient area of drained patio to
ensure that 250 litres of water may be

collected for every 1mm of rainfall,
which in an area that averages 250
mms, but can have as little as 160
mms rainfall in a year, should yield
at least 40,000 litres. We would
have liked more storage, and may
indeed add further in due course,
but cost has of course been a major
consideration.
Electricity was also a concern.
Initially, although we’d planned a
more complex system, finance and
time dictated that we relied on a
7.5 KVA Diesel generator for all
our supply. In the early days this
meant switching on the generator
whenever power was needed (and
bear in mind that because we’re not
on mains, water supply depends on a
powerful electric pump, so electricity
is needed to turn a tap on). As we
moved in during early January I
had to go down to turn it on every
night at 6:00 pm, so we could have
lights, and then down again, armed
with a torch to switch off an hour
or so later for a romantic evening by
candlelight, and early bed. A month
later I’d managed a remote on/off
switch just inside the front door of
the house which gave a 30 second
delay, enabling me to prepare for
bed, then switch off the generator,
with half a minute of light available
to sprint down the passage and leap
into bed! And yes, even in this part
of Spain, it can get below freezing
at night.
The next priority, developed over
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GREETINGS TO
Rev Thomas Barnfather, from
St Saviour’s Westgate-on-Sea in Kent
becomes Priest-in-Charge of
St Laurence, Lanzarote in the Canary
Islands, Spain from April
Rev Andrew Jacobson, has moved
from Headley with Box Hill near
Guildford to be Assistant Chaplain at
Holy Trinity Cathedral in Gibraltar
Rev William Lister, an Army Chaplain
is taking over at St Mark’s, Florence
with St Peter’s, Siena in Italy from July
Rev Alida Tollefsen van de Lans,
formerly Vicar of St Cross in Knutsford
(Cheshire) is now Chaplain of the East
Netherlands Group of Churches

the following months, was batteries,
a good inverter/charger, to charge
them and convert their power to
240 volts AC, and the wind turbine,
visible on the wall of the generator
house, in the photo below. With this
setup we had the absolute luxury of
power being permanently available as
wind (we have plenty on our hillside)
contributed to the power available
and whenever the battery power
reduced to less than 60% capacity,
the system automatically started the
generator, which gave them a rapid
charge as well as supplying much
needed power to the house.
This system kept our home
running, with all the demands
made of it, for the next two years,
using on average around 4 hours of
generator (4 litres of diesel) per day,
but eventually I bit the proverbial
bullet and installed Solar. The
problem of course was primarily
one of cost. Amazingly there’s little
encouragement in Spain to use Solar
Power.

One final consideration
in developing this property
was the problem of irrigation,
which I tackled by separating
the wastewater and sewerage
systems. Normally drainage
from bath, shower, washbasin
and washing machine is
combined with that from toilets
which are together treated as
sewage. In this house these have
been separated, so that only
toilet waste is taken to a sewage
outfall (a covered cess pit in
rural Spain), whilst all other
waste is taken to a septic tank,
the outfall from which is stored
in a 3000 litre tank, buried
beneath the steps and behind
the white wall almost buried by
garden, which is used entirely
for irrigation.
The full version of this article
can be found on the Environment
pages of our newly redesigned
diocesan website to be launched in
the Spring.

CHANGING ROLES
The Ven Jonathan Boardman,
Archdeacon of Italy and Malta and
Chaplain of All Saints, Rome, is
also serving as Priest-in-Charge of
St Anthony Abbot, Padova.
Rev Howard Levett remains Priestin-Charge of St George, Venice with
Christ Church, Trieste
Rev Hazel Door, Assistant Chaplain
of Christ the Good Shepherd, PoitouCharentes in France has become
Chaplain of that church
Rev Canon John Wilkinson, Assistant
Chaplain of St Michael’s, Paris, with
responsibility for the Congregation in
Fontainebleau, has become Chaplain
of the Anglican Church of St Luke,
Fontainebleau

FAREWELL TO
Rev Sampson Ajuka, Assistant Curate
of St George, Venice with St Anthony
Abbot, Padova and Christ Church,
Trieste in Italy has moved to the
Diocese of Clogher, part of The Church
of Ireland
Rev Mark Cregan, Priest-in-Charge of
St John the Evangelist, Casablanca in
Morocco has resigned
Rev Andrew Ison, Chaplain of
St James of Jerusalem, Voorschoten
in The Netherlands moves from the
Diocese during April
Rev Tony Roake, Chaplain of
St John and St Philip in The Hague,
The Netherlands moves to the
Diocese of Bath and Wells in April
The Venerable John de Wit, Chaplain
of Holy Trinity, Utrecht in The
Netherlands and also Archdeacon of
North-West Europe retires in May
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2 011-12 R e v i ew
in Pictures

D i o c e s a n Sy n o d
s ee k s m e m b e r s

The traditional Diocesan Handbook and Annual
Report has been replaced with the new 12 page
Review which was well received at its launch
during the General Synod reception in February.
The new format is aimed at helping to make our
diocese and its work more widely known and
understood.

Elections for 2013-2015
Elections for the triennium 2013-2015 take place this summer. The
Diocesan Synod is the main policy making body of the diocese and
the forum for the discussion of issues important in diocesan life. It
meets annually – in Cologne in recent years – over four days each
May/June. All members are also members of the Diocesan Board
of Finance which is responsible for the custody and management of
diocesan finances.

N ew L o o k f o r
the Website
The diocesan website is getting a makeover by
the technical team at Adept Design. The new
look, with easier navigation and technology
which will allow more regular updates, should
be in operation by Easter. Get into the habit of
logging on to http://europe.anglican.org to be
one of the first to check out the new look and
latest news.

All lay persons who are:
(i)	actual communicant members of the Church of England or of a
Church in communion with that Church;
(ii) aged eighteen years and upwards;
(iii)	on the Electoral Roll of any chaplaincy in the diocese;
may be candidates.
Electors are laity who have been elected as Archdeaconry
Representatives by their chaplaincies. It is vital that the diocesan
database has an up to date record of electors: please ensure that
this office receives a note of any changes there may have been to
your archdeaconry or deanery representative since election in 2011.
For the election of members of the House of Clergy, any clergy
holding a Bishop’s Licence may stand: electors are all licensed clergy
at a fixed date in June.
Full information will be dispatched under separate cover to
the electors in the spring. Further information about duties and
responsibilities can be obtained from the Diocesan Office.
Please do consider standing for Synod: it is vital to Synodical
Government that the thoughts of members from every chaplaincy
are shared. The numbers to be elected in each archdeaconry /
deanery are as follows:
Clergy
Laity
Eastern

2

2

France

3

4

Germany & Northern Europe

2

2

Gibraltar

2

4

North West Europe

2

3

Italy & Malta

1

2

Switzerland

1

2

13

19

Total to be elected

The Dean, Archdeacons and members of General Synod are ex
officio members of Diocesan Synod

Adrian Mumford

