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Location and surrounding area 
Fontainebleau is a historic château town, 60 km south of Paris, bordered by the River
Seine and on the edge of one of the largest forests in France. Recently the town and
its  region were judged to  be one of  the  most  desirable yet  expensive  residential
locations in France for quality of life and the environment.

It  is  multinational  in  flavour,  with
several international corporations in
residence,  plus  Europe’s  largest
global  business  school,  INSEAD,
and the renowned French “Grande
Ecole”  of  Engineering,  l’Ecole  des
Mines, in addition to the thousands
of  tourists  each year  who come to
visit  the  magnificent  and  imposing
château.

The town and forest provide excellent facilities for those interested in hiking, rock-
climbing, and equestrian pursuits. The surrounding countryside holds many places of
cultural interest - nearby Barbizon was the birthplace of the Impressionist movement,
the walled towns of Moret-sur-Loing and Provins hark back to medieval times and
there are numerous châteaux in the area, including the exquisite Vaux le Vicomte,
which  was  the  inspiration  for  the  Château  of  Versailles  and  the  downfall  of  its
intrepidly ambitious owner, Nicolas Fouquet. 

The  town  has  two  well-established
English-speaking  schools  catering  for
children from 3 to 18 years old and a
variety  of  associations  providing  a  full
range of activities for all age groups and
interests.  The  town  centre  comprises
individual  shops  offering  the  quality
traditional goods that are the trademark
of France, a theatre and two cinemas,
with a lively market spilling through the
spacious town square three mornings a
week. Fontainebleau is a focal point for
the 26 village/small town communities in
the area, and these make up the wider
agglomeration  of  about  70,000
inhabitants.
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Paris is  just  45 minutes away by train
and  a  one-hour  car  ride  takes  you  to
Disneyland  in  the  North-east,  and  the
Bourgogne  wine  region  to  the  South.
Two  international  airports,  Roissy
Charles de Gaulle  and Orly  are about
an hour  away on most  days.  Channel
ports  and  the  Eurotunnel  are  a  3  1/2
hours drive. (https://www.fontainebleau-
tourisme.com/en/welcome/ )

Who we are

Chaplaincy

St  Luke’s  roots  lie  in  a  vibrant  Bible
Study group which grew into a daughter
church of St Michael’s Paris in the late
80s.  We  initially  met  in  the  Eglise
Réformée, offering services for the main
church festivals. 

This progressed to monthly services supported by a team of singers and a preacher
from St Michael’s. In 1991 we had our first, non-stipendiary, chaplain. We moved to
the chapel of the local Roman Catholic high School, Jeanne d’Arc / St Aspais, in 1993
just in time for the arrival of our first stipendiary chaplain. We became an independent
chaplaincy, St Luke’s, in 2011. 

In 2017, we renewed the 10-year contract which allows us access on Sundays, one
Saturday a month and other specific dates, to the pleasant and recently renovated
chapel located on the school grounds. It seats 150 people comfortably.  We have a
vestry that is for our use only where we store bibles, hymn books, notice boards,
Sunday school material, coffee & refreshment supplies, etc. We also have access to
classrooms for  Sunday School  and Young Peoples’  groups,  and to  the  extensive
playground area which they enjoy after their classes. It all is available and is made
possible  thanks to the generosity  of  the school  and with the blessing of  the local
Roman Catholic Diocese of Meaux, to whom St  -Luke’s makes an annual contribution
(approximately 4K€/year) which is approved annually by the Church Council. 

The congregation has shared numerous joys and overcome many challenges over
the years, and we would like to come out of this interregnum stronger, more united,
and determined to answer God’s call for His presence in this community. We are an
Anglican church  with  a  membership  that  comes  from different  Christian
denominations.  We  are multinational,  multi-racial,  multicultural,  and multi-
generational. Over the last year our chaplaincy has worked creatively on how to stay
united. 
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What unites us is our love of  Jesus Christ  and our shared belief  that  we are his
children, and all  valued in his sight.  We are rich in diversity  and commitment.  St
Luke’s is an English-speaking congregation, but its members’ first language may be
German, French, Malagasy, Danish, or other languages. 

Our congregation longs to grow in numbers and grow in our spiritual understanding of
our call as Christians. We enjoy worshipping together and enjoy  refreshments after
church. We strive in all  circumstances to care for each other. We love to worship
through  song  and  music,  and some of  the  congregation  form a  choir  for  special
occasions.  We  are  longing  for  solid,  strong  long-term  pastoral  care  and  spiritual
guidance alongside a dedicated and caring pastor. If you have a loving heart, if you
long to  share  your  Christian journey  with  us,  if  you  are  called  to  help  us  in  our
progression as Christians, we are the community for you. 

We have the basis for several Bible study and fellowship groups with great potential
for growth and in need of nurture. We are an open inclusive Anglican church that
welcomes everyone.  The chaplaincy of St Luke’s is part of the Diocese in Europe
whose Bishop, since 2014, is Bishop Robert Innes. H shares oversight of St Luke’s
Church with the Archdeacon of France, the Venerable  Peter Hooper, and the Area
Dean  of  North-Eastern  France,  the  Reverend  Charlotte  Sullivan. The  Paris  area
chaplains meet for fellowship and mutual support throughout the year. 

Key Statistics | Electoral Roll and Age profile  
Electoral roll 2022:  54
Usual Sunday Attendance: 30- 35

See Appendix 1 for further data and figures. 

Growth
There is potential for growth as there are many families with school age children from
the  local  and  international  schools  in  the  area.   Because  of  the  recent  health
pandemic most have drifted away. Nonetheless, we are keen to welcome new families
and would like to offer youth ministries in the future. However, there are obstacles to
attracting children and young people on a Sunday morning because of competing
family  obligations and school  demands (local  schools  schedule sports  on Sunday
mornings, and “Lycée” kids (15-18 y.o.) attend school Saturday mornings; Sunday is
their only day off to sleep in).
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In addition to the core permanent resident expats & French community, the 
congregation is composed of a significant, fluctuating number of foreign nationals.

Ministry

We  do  not  own  our  chapel,  obligating us  to  have  an
extensive rota that includes people to open and close the
premises,  set  up and dismantle  for  worship,  set  up the
welcoming  cart.  We  have  volunteers  who  welcome
worshippers, provide flowers for the altar, set up for Holy
Communion  and  assist  with  the  chalice,  read  the
scriptures and lead intercessions during worship, provide
music  and  prepare  refreshments.  But  we  need  to
encourage new volunteers.  

Within St Luke’s there are several lay people well able to lead Sunday School, Youth
Group and Home Group/Bible Study. We have one Congregational Worship Leader,
and we would welcome others. Our newly revived Ministry Team has started to lead
us through a time of  reflection (with  the permission of  Archdeacon Peter)  during
Churchwarden-led  services.  There  is  much  support  for  our  future  permanent
Chaplain in the form of a strong and united Chaplaincy Council (*). We have faith that
a Chaplain with a pastoral heart would enable us to “grow our gifts”.

*See Appendix 3 – Council members: photos and short bios 

What we do

Worship

We use  the  liturgy  of  Common Worship,
music  from Songs of  Fellowship  and are
sensitive to the fact that our congregation
comes  from  many  different  Christian
denominations  including  Roman Catholic,
Presbyterian,  Reformed,  Baptist,
Evangelical,  Charismatic  and  House
Church traditions.  We work hard to be a
warm  and  welcoming  church.   We  have
two  members  dedicated  to  encouraging
volunteers to sign up for our weekly rota.
Each  Sunday  we  have  at  least  three
hymns and benefit  from the talents of an
organist,  several  pianists,  and a guitarist.
Our churchmanship may be described as
middle of the road  Anglican, liturgical and
biblical.  
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Current Weekly Services  

Our weekly services take place at 10.30 am
on Sundays. We also have special services
on major Church festivals and at Christmas
and Easter, and during Holy Week. Covid-
19 allowed us to experiment with online and
hybrid services. 

Baptisms, Confirmations, Marriages & Funerals

St  Luke’s  was  greatly  blessed  with  the  visit  of
Bishop  Robert  Innes  and  Archdeacon  Peter
Hooper in November 2022 to confirm and baptise
two  of  our  young  teenagers,  and  then  again  in
December  2022,  Archdeacon  Peter  Hooper
returned to lead an ecumenical service with 40+
visitors from the Chemin Neuf, and to baptise four
young people and celebrate the 1st Communion for
three.

There have been no recent weddings however we
have received a request for a wedding blessing in
May 2023 to be officiated by a local  priest,  and
one of  our  young adults  will  be  married  in  July
2023, to be officiated by a former chaplain.

We had one funeral in October 2022, and another
in  January  2023.  The  funeral  services  were
officiated  by  priests  from  the  chaplaincy  of  St-
Georges, Paris.

Chaplaincy Music 
The music at our services ranges from traditional hymns to more contemporary songs and
we are blessed with several  accomplished pianists to accompany us,  plus occasionally
other musicians (guitar, cello, double bass). A Singing Group is formed each year for the
Carol Service, and they have regular rehearsals in the weeks leading up to Christmas. In
the past, children and youth have sung modern worship songs during youth led services.
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Chaplaincy Life plus Special Church Events 
We  encourage  each  other  through  strong
worship  on  Sunday  mornings,  and  other
occasions  of  fellowship.  We  keep
connections  and  give  pastoral  care  to  the
best of our ability.  There are several regular
weekly Bible study groups.  Members of our
congregation  participate  in  a  weekly
Women’s Bible Study at INSEAD founded by
a St  Luke’s  member  which  is  attended by
several ladies from other local churches. 

For  many  years  during  Lent,  we  organise
Lent  lunches  with  proceeds  going  to
purchase specific items for the church.  This
year we have started a new Lent initiative of
bringing  pre-prepared  soup  lunches  to  a
local day shelter for the homeless.  

We hope that this is an opportunity that will
continue throughout the year in some form.

Other  church-related  events  include  coffee  mornings,  men’s  lunches.  We  often
organise potluck meals, or bring-and-share lunches for special events, and gather to
celebrate special events of our church family. 

We are committed to reviving our ministry to young people. In 2022, our young people got
together to prepare the first week’s batch of Lent Lunch soup. Due to the health pandemic,
we  “brown bagged” it and adapted our usual in person gatherings to offer St Luke’s first
virtual Lent lunch with lunches delivered to participants' doors.  The young people wanted
very much to be part of the fundraising for this year’s cause:  the purchase of a baptismal
bowl in the memory of St Luke’s Lent lunch founder, Pamela Hastings.
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Working with other Churches
St  Luke’s  is  part  of  the  ecumenical  life  of  other  churches  in  Fontainebleau.  We
regularly take part in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  by sharing in a time of
worship  to celebrate  our  unity  with  our  Brothers  and Sisters  in  Christ  from other
churches in Fontainebleau and Avon, joining with churches all over the world.  

Ecumenical praise evenings take place two or three times a year with some of our
members participating in the organisation and readings. We try to ensure that our
church  is  well  represented.  We often  joined the  "Chemin  de  Croix"  (Way of  The
Cross) on Good Friday  when there is a  procession which follows the cross  through
the town of Fontainebleau. In December 2022 we welcomed the visit of a large group
from “La Communauté du Chemin Neuf” (a Catholic community with an ecumenical
vocation)  who  were  instructed  by  Archdeacon  Peter  Hooper  on  the  history  and
actualities of Anglicanism. In 2021 and 2022, we also shared both the Christmas Eve
and the Christmas Day services with the EPUF (Eglise Réformée) of Fontainebleau.

Mission and Outreach  

Beyond church services, St Luke’s is known in the wider community for the fundraising
and social events organised by our charitable-giving arm, “Les Amis”. L’Association des
Amis  de  l’Eglise  Anglicane  de Fontainebleau,  or  “Les  Amis”,  is  a  not-for-profit
association set up in 2009 under the French law of 1901(*). Les Amis exists to organise
social and fundraising events and donate to charitable causes on behalf of St Luke’s
Church Fontainebleau. It is an integral part of St Luke’s, run by church members and a
member of “Les Amis” sits on the church council as liaison officer.

The  work  of  “Les  Amis”  brings  St Luke’s  to  the  attention  of  the  wider  community
through social and fundraising events such as quiz nights, barn dances, table sales, a
classic car rally in the Château de Courances, cheese and wine evenings, fun runs......
Not only do these events put St Luke’s on the local map, but they also raise significant
funds  for  local  and  overseas  charities  and  missions.  The  local  food  bank,  “Les
Restaurants du Cœur” is a regular and grateful recipient of goods for distribution in our
town, collected during the Harvest Festival service. The cumulative charitable donations
made by Les Amis on behalf of St Luke’s since its beginning total almost € 96,000 (**).
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(*) The Non-Profit Organisations Law of 1901 & 1905 

The legislation regarding non-profit  organisations, known in France as “associations”,  is a direct result  of the

separation  of  the  church  and  state  at  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century.  Prior  to  that  time,  it  was  virtually

impossible to create any temporary or structured group of people. On the one side, there was the Catholic Church.

On the other, there were political parties and there were professional groups in the form of trade unions, craft and

trade guilds, or syndicates for the liberal professions. The idea during the 19th century was that private interests

would necessarily be opposed to the interests of the nation and therefore there was no way that an organisation

could help the state do a better job. 

For more information, see the following link: http://cesc.online.fr/1901.html 

(**) at the end of October 2022

Pastoral Care 

Regular home groups offer informal pastoral care.   During Covid, Zoom meetings
allowed others to be aware of pastoral care issues.  The appointment of an Interim
Minister allowed for more structured pastoral care, but this was limited by the health
pandemic.  We pray weekly for those among us who are sick or in need during our
intercessions.  And  we  have  attempted  to  set  up  a  prayer  group,  but  we  have
difficulties keeping this going. There is potential for the new chaplain to build on the
current work of the Interim Minister to create a pastoral care network.   With our
extended period of vacancy and an ageing congregation, the lack of a permanent
chaplain has proved hard on several people.

Social Events  

Social fundraising events are organised by the dedicated team of Les Amis (see Les 
Amis and Special Church Events sections). 

Publications and Communication
St-Luke’s has its own website 
(https://saintlukesfontainebleau.org/) hosted by the 
Church of England’s site, A Church Near You 
(https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19620/), with 
approximately 35,000 views per year. 

We also have a Twitter account 
(@StLukesFrance), Instagram account, 
stlukesfrance, (https://www.instagram.com) a 
Facebook account, St-Luke’s Church 
Fontainebleau 
(https://www.facebook.com/saintlukesfontainebleau), and a
closed Facebook group for the young people.  We
have a small team that attempts to  keep this up 
to date, but we don’t always manage this well.
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