
This liturgy is conceived as a stand-alone vigil service, and may be used in this way, by 
choosing from the range of options in each section where appropriate. However, the 
material here can be extracted for use at other services, e.g. a celebration of the Eucharist, 
or at Morning and Evening Prayer.  

* * * 

A VIGIL OF PRAYER  
DURING THE BRUSSELS SUMMIT 17/18 OCTOBER 2018 

 
THE PREPARATION 
 
As the congregation gathers, the Paschal Candle, or another large candle is lit. 
 
 Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 
All a light no darkness can quench. 
 
 Even the darkness is not dark for you: 
All and the night shines like the day. 
 
 Let your light scatter the darkness: 
All and fill your church with your glory. 
 
 The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you 
All and also with you. 
 
 Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 
 our light and our salvation, 
 eternal creator of day and night, 
 to you be glory and praise for ever. 
 Now, as darkness is falling, 
 may our minds and hearts be enlightened  
 by a vision of your peaceable kingdom, 
 where justice, mercy and truth 
 flourish in the lives of all your people.  
 By the light of Christ, 
 dispel the darkness of our hearts 
 and make us ready to enter your kingdom, 
 where songs of praise for ever sound. 
 Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All    Blessed be God for ever. 
 
A suitable song or hymn may be sung, and individual candles may be lit by the congregation from 
the Paschal (or large) candle (see below for suggestions) 
 
 



 That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
 let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
 As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
 so may your mercy come down upon us 
 to cleanse our hearts 
 and set us free to sing your praise 
 now and for ever. 
All    Amen. 
 
 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 
One (or more) of the following Psalms may be used 
 
Psalm 67 
 
 God be gracious to us and bless us  ♦ 
 and make his face to shine upon us, 
  
 That your way may be known upon earth,  ♦ 
 your saving power among all nations. 
      
 Let the peoples praise you, O God;  ♦ 
 let all the peoples praise you. 
 
 O let the nations rejoice and be glad,  ♦ 
 for you will judge the peoples righteously 
 and govern the nations upon earth. 
 
 Let the peoples praise you, O God;  ♦ 
 let all the peoples praise you. 
 
 Then shall the earth bring forth her increase,  ♦ 
 and God, our own God, will bless us. 
  
 God will bless us,  ♦ 
 and all the ends of the earth shall fear him. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
 
 
  



 In the face of Jesus Christ 
 your light and glory have blazed forth, 
 O God of all the nations; 
 with all your people, 
 may we make known your grace 
 and walk in the ways of peace; 
 for your name’s sake. 
All Amen. 
 
 
Psalm 85 
 
 Lord, you were gracious to your land;  ♦ 
 you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 
 You forgave the offence of your people  ♦ 
 and covered all their sins. 
 
 You laid aside all your fury  ♦ 
 and turned from your wrathful indignation. 
 
 Restore us again, O God our Saviour,  ♦ 
 and let your anger cease from us. 
 
 Will you be displeased with us for ever?  ♦ 
 Will you stretch out your wrath from one generation to another? 
 
 Will you not give us life again,  ♦ 
 that your people may rejoice in you? 
 
 Show us your mercy, O Lord,  ♦ 
 and grant us your salvation. 
 
 I will listen to what the Lord God will say,  ♦ 
 for he shall speak peace to his people and to the faithful, 
 that they turn not again to folly. 
 
 Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him,  ♦ 
 that his glory may dwell in our land.  
 
 Mercy and truth are met together,  ♦ 
 Righteousness and peace have kissed each other; 
  
 Truth shall spring up from the earth  ♦ 
 and righteousness look down from heaven. 
 



 The Lord will indeed give all that is good,  ♦ 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
 
 Righteousness shall go before him  ♦ 
 and direct his steps in the way. 
 
Silecne is kept. 
 
 Most holy God, 
 when we come to you fearing that 
     truth condemns us, 
 show us that truth is one with love 
 in your Word made flesh, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
All Amen. 
 
 
Psalm 96 
 
 Sing to the Lord a new song;  ♦ 
 sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 
 Sing to the Lord and bless his name;  ♦ 
 tell out his salvation from day to day. 
 
 Declare his glory among the nations  ♦ 
 and his wonders among all peoples. [R] 
 
 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  ♦ 
 he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 
 For all the gods of the nations are but idols;  ♦ 
 it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
 
 Honour and majesty are before him;  ♦ 
 power and splendour are in his sanctuary. 
 
 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;  ♦ 
 ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 
  
 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;  ♦ 
 bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 
 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  ♦ 
 let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 



 Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king.  ♦ 
 He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity. 
 
 Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad;  ♦ 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
 
 Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them;  ♦ 
 let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord. 
 
 For he comes, he comes to judge the earth;  ♦ 
 with righteousness he will judge the world 
 and the peoples with his truth. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Lord God, you draw us by your beauty 
and transform us by your holiness; 
let our worship echo all creation’s praise 
and declare your glory to the nations; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Psalm 125 
 
 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,  ♦ 
 which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 
 
 As the hills stand about Jerusalem,  ♦ 
 so the Lord stands round about his people, 
 from this time forth for evermore. 
 
 The sceptre of wickedness shall not hold sway 
 over the land allotted to the righteous,  ♦ 
 lest the righteous turn their hands to evil. 
 
 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good,  ♦ 
 and to those who are true of heart. 
 
 Those who turn aside to crooked ways 
 the Lord shall take away with the evildoers;  ♦ 
 but let there be peace upon Israel. 
  
Silence is kept. 
 



God of power, 
you are strong to save 
and you never fail those who trust in you; 
keep us under your protection 
and spread abroad your reign of peace 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Psalm 133 
 
 Behold how good and pleasant it is  ♦ 
 to dwell together in unity. 
 
 It is like the precious oil upon the head,  ♦ 
 running down upon the beard, 
 
 Even on Aaron’s beard,  ♦ 
 running down upon the collar of his clothing. 
 
 It is like the dew of Hermon  ♦ 
 running down upon the hills of Zion. 
 
 For there the Lord has promised his blessing:  ♦ 
 even life for evermore. 
  
Silence is kept. 
  

Grant to your people, good Lord, 
the spirit of unity, 
that they may dwell together in your love, 
and so bear to the world 
the ointment of your healing and the dew of your blessing; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Psalm 146 
 
 Alleluia. 
 Praise the Lord, O my soul: 
 while I live will I praise the Lord;  ♦ 
 as long as I have any being, 
 I will sing praises to my God. 
 
 



 Put not your trust in princes, 
 nor in any human power,  ♦ 
 for there is no help in them. 
 
 When their breath goes forth, they return to the earth;  ♦ 
 on that day all their thoughts perish. 
 
 Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help,  ♦ 
 whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 
 Who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea and all that is in them;  ♦ 
 who keeps his promise for ever; 
 
 Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong  ♦ 
 and bread to those who hunger. [R] 
 
 The Lord looses those that are bound;  ♦ 
 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 
 
 The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;  ♦ 
 the Lord loves the righteous; 
 
 The Lord watches over the stranger in the land; 
 he upholds the orphan and widow;  ♦ 
 but the way of the wicked he turns upside down. 
 
 The Lord shall reign for ever,  ♦ 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
 Alleluia. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Lord of all life, 
our breath and being come from you, 
yet our earthly end is dust; 
as you loose the bound and feed the hungry, 
so bring us in your mercy through the grave and gate of death 
to the feast of eternal life, 
where you reign for evermore. 

All Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading(s) 
 
One or more of the following may be read 
 
Genesis 11. 1-9 
Isaiah 9. 1-6 
Isaiah 42. 5-9 
Isaiah 61. 8-11 
Matthew 5. 43-48 
Luke 4. 16-20 
John 20. 19-23 
Colossians 3.12-15 
Revelation 7. 9-17 
 
 
Canticles(s) 
 
One or more of the following may be used after, or between, the readings, or suitable hymn(s) may 
be used. 
 
 Spirit of God, teach us your ways, 
 that we may walk in the paths of peace. 
 
 Come, let us go up to the mountain of God,  ♦ 
 to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 
 That God may teach us his ways,  ♦ 
 and that we may walk in his paths. 
 
 For the law shall go out from Zion,  ♦ 
 and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 
 God shall judge between the nations,  ♦ 
 and shall mediate for many peoples. 
 They shall beat their swords into ploughshares,  ♦ 
 and their spears into pruning hooks. 
 
 Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,  ♦ 
 neither shall they learn war any more. 
  
 O people of Jacob, come:  ♦ 
 let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 



 Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 Spirit of God, teach us your ways, 
 that we may walk in the paths of peace. 
 
Or 
 
 Above you the Holy One arises, 
 and above you God’s glory appears. 
 
 Arise, shine out, for your light has come,  ♦ 
 the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 
 
 Though night still covers the earth,  ♦ 
 and darkness the peoples; 
 
 Above you the Holy One arises,  ♦ 
 and above you God’s glory appears. 
 
 The nations will come to your light,  ♦ 
 and kings to your dawning brightness. 
 
 Your gates will lie open continually,  ♦ 
 shut neither by day nor by night. 
 
 The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land,  ♦ 
 or ruin and devastation within your borders. 
 
 You will call your walls, Salvation,  ♦ 
 and your gates, Praise. 
 
  
 No more will the sun give you daylight,  ♦ 
 nor moonlight shine upon you; 
 
 But the Lord will be your everlasting light,  ♦ 
 your God will be your splendour. 
 
 For you shall be called the city of God,  ♦ 
 the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. 
 
 
 



 Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 Above you the Holy One arises, 
 and above you God’s glory appears. 
 
Or 
 
 Lead us, O God, with joy 
 to walk in the light of glory. 
 
 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height:  ♦ 
 look to the east and see your children, 
 
 Gathered from the west and the east  ♦ 
 at the word of the Holy One. 
 
 They rejoice that God has remembered them  ♦ 
 and has brought them back to you. 
 
 For God has ordered that every high mountain  ♦ 
 and the everlasting hills be made low, 
 
 And the valleys filled up to make level ground  ♦ 
 so that they may walk safely in the glory of God. 
 
 The woods and every fragrant tree  ♦ 
 have shaded them at God’s command. 
 
 For God will lead his people with joy 
 in the light of his glory  ♦ 
 with the mercy and righteousness that comes from God. 
 
 Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now 
 and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 Lead us, O God, with joy 
 to walk in the light of glory. 
 
 
 
 



Or  
 
 By the river stood the tree of life, 
 with healing for all the nations. 
 
 I saw no temple in the city,  ♦ 
 for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
 
 And the city has no need of sun or moon 
 to shine upon it,  ♦ 
 for the glory of God is its light, 
 and its lamp is the Lamb. 
 
 By its light the nations shall walk,  ♦ 
 and the rulers of the earth 
 shall bring their glory into it. 
 
 Its gates shall never be shut by day, 
 nor shall there be any night;  ♦ 
 they shall bring into it 
 the glory and honour of the nations. 
 
 I saw the river of the water of life, 
 bright as crystal,  ♦ 
 flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
 
 And either side of the river stood the tree of life, 
 yielding its fruit each month,  ♦ 
 and the leaves of the tree 
 were for the healing of the nations. 
 
 The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be there, 
 and his servants shall worship him;  ♦ 
 and they shall see his face 
 and his name shall be on their foreheads. 
 
 To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  ♦ 
 be blessing and honour and glory and might, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 By the river stood the tree of life, 
 with healing for all the nations. 
 
 
 
 



THE PRAYERS 
 
One or more of the following may be used, and may be interspersed with silence 
 
The Coventry Litany  
 
 The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from 
 class.  
All  Father, forgive.  
 
 The covetous desires of people and nations to possess that which is not 
 their own. 
All Father, forgive.  
 
 The greed which exploits human labour, and lays waste the earth.  
All Father, forgive.  
 
 Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others.  
All Father, forgive.  
 
 Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless  
 and the refugee.  
All Father, forgive.  
 
 The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children.  
All Father, forgive.  
 
 The pride which leads to trust in ourselves and not in God. 
All Father, forgive.  
 
 Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another,  
 as God in Christ forgave you. 
All Amen. 
 
 
 
A Litany for the Unity of the Nations and their Peoples* 
 
 As we commit ourselves, and our future under God, to striving for justice 
 and peace, seeking to prevent and resolve conflict, and bringing 
 reconciliation to all the peoples of the earth: 
 
All Let us do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
 
  



 As we affirm the dignity and worth of all people, the equal rights of all, 
 and the freedom of all nations large and small: 
 
All Let us do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
 
 As we practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good 
 neighbours, maintain international peace and security, and promote the 
 economic and social advancement of all peoples: 
 
All Let us do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
 
 As we affirm that every person has the right to life, liberty and security of 
 person, and the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religious faith: 
 
All Let us do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
 
 As we affirm that all people have the right to work, to free choice of 
 employment, to just and favourable conditions of work, and protection 
 against unemployment: 
 
All Let us do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
 
 As we affirm that all people have the right to education, directed to the full 
 development of the human personality, and promote understanding, 
 tolerance and friendship among all nations, cultures and languages: 
 
All Let us do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
 
 Lord God our Father, we pledge ourselves to serve you  
 in serving all the peoples of the earth: 
 in the cause of peace with justice,  
 and for the relief of want, fear and suffering. 
 Direct us by your Holy Spirit; 
 that we may become rich in wisdom, courage and hope; 
 and keep us faithful to this pledge: 
 for the glory of your name, 
 for our good, and the good of all your people. 
All Amen 
 
* Based on the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 

  
 
 
 
 
 



A Litany of Penitence 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, you said  
 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.  
 
 When we are preoccupied with money and worldly goods, and put our trust 
 in material possessions,  
All Have mercy on us, O Lord.  
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, you said  
 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  
 
 When we are concerned only for our own needs  
 and turn away serving others,  
All Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, you said 
 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  
 
 When we are impatient under our own burdens  
 and care nothing for the burdens of others,  
All Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, you said  
 Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
 for they shall have their fill.  
 
 When we do not thirst for you, the fountain of all life and love,  
 and do not strive for the well-being of others, 
All Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, you said  
 Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.  
 
 When we are quick to condemn and slow to forgive. 
All Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, you said  
 Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.  
 
 When we have regarded others, created in your image, as objects of our own 
 discrimination, and fail to see your glory in their faces, 
All Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 
 
  



 Lord Jesus Christ, you said  
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.  
  
 When we are harsh and callous with others, and our homes and our 
 world are full of discord and resentment, 
All Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 
 Lord, Jesus Christ. you said  
 Blessed are those who suffer persecution for righteousness sake,  
 for the Kingdom of God is theirs.  
 
 When we suffer no opposition because we have been ashamed to speak in 
 your name, our Crucified Saviour, and have chosen worldly compromise in 
 the place of the challenges of your Gospel.  
All Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
 
 Blessed are you, Lord Christ, 
 who opened wide your arms on the cross, 
 to draw all peoples and nations 
 into the transforming light of your love; 
 inspire us to be people of reconciliation and hope, 
 that we may witness to your forgiveness and peace 
 to all peoples and nations, all languages and cultures; 
 for with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
 you reign overall things in earth and heaven. 
All Amen. 
 
A period of silent prayer, or a series of biddings and intentions may conclude with The Lord’s 
Prayer and one of the following Collects 
 

God our creator, 
who in the beginning 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness: 
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, 
shine into the hearts of all your people, 
and reveal the knowledge of your glory 

 in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

 
 
 
 



Or 
 
Almighty God, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 
and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts 
whereby we call you Father: 
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be brought 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
Or 
 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 
that with you as our ruler and guide 
we may so pass through things temporal 
that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 
grant this, heavenly Father, 
for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

Or 
 

Eternal God, 
in whose perfect realm 
no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, 
and no strength known but the strength of love: 
so guide and inspire the work of those who seek your kingdom 
that all your people may find their security 
in that love which casts out fear 
and in the fellowship revealed to us 
in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

A suitable hymn or song may be sung (see below) 
 

 
 
 
 



THE CONCLUSION 
 
 We wait for your loving-kindness, O God, 
All    in the midst of your temple. 
 
 With you, O Lord, is the well of life, 
All and in your light shall we see light. 
 
 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
All    who made heaven and earth. 
 
 Let us bless the Lord. 
All    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Material included in this vigil from Common worship is © Archbishops’ Council 
 
 
Suggested Hymns 
 
All people that on earth do well 
Beauty for brokenness (Graham Kendrick) 
Christ be our light (Bernadette Farrell) 
For the fruits of his creation (Fred Pratt-green) 
For the healing of the nations 
In a world where people walk in darkness (Robert Willis) 
In our darkness, there is no darkness (Taize) 
Laudate Dominum (Taize) 
Let all the world in every corner sing 
Light of gladness, Lord of glory (Christopher Idle) 
Out of our failure to create a world of love and care (Fred Kaan) 
The Spirit lives to set us free (walk in the light) 


