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Befitting a Summer of Diamond Jubilee celebrations the European Anglican offers a right
royal edition. We have been honoured by royal visitors in Denmark and Malta and for the
second year in succession the Diocese was involved in the Royal Maundy Service where a
church member from Rome received the specially minted coins.
We highlight our diverse ministry with a visit to one of Europe’s small Principalities and
also dip into the variety of church life in Tangiers, Norway and Germany with a look at our
history and present day activities.
Our Diocesan Synod meets in Cologne in June, for the final time before new elections
during the Summer, immediately followed by the first ever Conference for Readers. There
will be regular information and reports posted on our new diocesan website which is already
being warmly welcomed for its pictures, events coverage, information layout and navigation.
The website launch coincided with final planning of events in many of our churches to
mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and will be reported there and in a future edition of this
magazine. The royal nature of our mission and communications continues, however, with
the timeless message of the Kingdom of God which inspires our worship and work.
As you discover more about the Diocese in Europe please pray that Christ our King will
bless us in our work for Him.
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Front cover picture:
The Prince of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall
after church in St Alban’s, Copenhagen,
during their official visit to Denmark.
Copenhagen Photographs by Hasse Ferrold.
Maundy picture on right:
By Kippa Matthews.

DE6364 - TEA 54 June 2012 v2 REPRO.indd 2

10/05/2012 16:43:16

W O N D E R F U L W E E K EN D
F O R C O P E N H A G E N

3

R o ya l Vi s i t o r s C r o w n
C o p e n h a g e n ’ s A n n i ve r s a r y

The Prince of Wales and Duchess of York worshipped
at St Alban’s Church Copenhagen during their official
visit to Denmark in March.
St Alban’s is marking its 125th anniversary, and after the
service the royal couple planted a tree next to the church to
commemorate The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
They were greeted by Suffragan Bishop David Hamid and
Archdeacon Jonathan LLoyd, with members of St Alban’s
Sunday School. At the end of the service he showed the visitors
a Memorial to HM Queen Alexandra, who founded St Alban’s
Church in 1897. Prince Charles chatted with Owen Prewett,
St Alban’s Church Environmental Officer, about the
importance of church action on the environment.
After signing the Visitor’s Book and meeting churchwardens
Katie Robson and Claire Clausen, the couple were presented
with a bouquet by one of the acolytes, before being introduced
to the church choir.

M aundy M one y
at t h e M i n s t e r
At the Royal Maundy service in York Minster, in April, Jane Castrucci
from All Saints Church in Rome represented the Diocese in Europe.
Because it is her Diamond Jubilee year the Queen requested that each of the
Church of England’s 44 dioceses should be represented.
Jane has worshipped in the English congregation in Rome for over 50
years. She has served on the Archdeaconry Synod for twenty years, and was a
Churchwarden as well as untiringly producing homemade items for sale, not only
for All Saints’ but all sorts of different charitable causes.
Accompanied by her two sons Robert and Thomas she says she was overawed
by the enormity of the ceremony. As the Queen handed out the specially minted
Maundy money she asked Jane which diocese she represented and was suitable
impressed to be told “Europe, Ma’am, I’m from Rome!”
Jane has since shared her experiences with fellow worshippers in Rome who
were impressed to see the Maundy money for themselves.
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Jane outside the Minster with her sons

Inside the Minster with Canon Arthur
Siddal, Secretary of the Friends of the
Diocese
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T O U C H I N G B A S E
W I T H T A N G I E R S

D i o c e s e at Wo r k
North Africa

in

Not only does the Diocese in Europe stretch from Madeira to Moscow
and Gibraltar to Iceland, it also includes two congregations in
Morocco – in Casablanca and Tangier. Rev Peter Jordan and his
wife Barbara have recently returned from locum duty in Tangier and
reflect on an “interesting and challenging” stay.
St Andrew’s Anglican Church is 120
years old. The building has been well
kept and tourists visit to admire the
Moorish style and the Lord’s Prayer
in Arabic decorating the nave. It
was also admired and featured by
Matisse in his painting “Landscape
viewed from a window” painted in
1913 during a stay in Tangier. There
has not been a permanent chaplain
since 1997 and the congregation
now numbers a handful of ex-pats
and more than fifty migrant Africans
most of them hoping that Tangier
will be just a stopping place on
their way to the ‘promised land’ of
Europe. Many try to find a way to
cross the sea to Spain and sadly some
have drowned attempting it. Whilst
we were there one man told us he
had set off in a boat with 34 others
(at great cost) only to be picked up

Peter with Rachell and friend at her baptism
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and taken to a port in Algeria. Not
willing to give up and go home he
had crossed the border and returned
to Tangier, and to St. Andrew’s
– now, like many others, short of
money.
One delight was the baptism of
Rachell, who is from Liberia and
studying in Tangier for a university
degree in transport and logistics –
quite a challenge as her studies are all
in French.
Peter also enjoyed his visits to the
11 British nationals behind bars in
the local jail, usually for attempting
to take drugs through customs. His
weekly get-togethers with them
included a Bible story and requests
for prayer and were much appreciated
– as were the oranges, bananas and
chocolate he took with him – and he
has a lovely card to prove it!

St Andrew’s Church, Tangier

A request for Bible Study and
Prayer led to a Lent course in church
each Thursday morning. Two very
keen members were Irwin and
Jude – a couple newly retired and
committed to living in Tangier. We
were very saddened that within a
month of meeting them Jude was
diagnosed with terminal cancer. We
left her still determined to stay in
Tangier and with Alleluia on her lips.
So far we are pleased to say the Bible
study is continuing.
We enjoyed the huge variety
of fruit and vegetables and their
prices! One kilogram of delicious
strawberries at 80p! Also the
availability of fresh fish was
wonderful and we were grateful to
two church members who introduced
us to their favourite market traders.
Most days we had time for a good
walk along the promenade or beach
although we appreciate the need to
pray for much needed rain.
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R A R E R !

Clouds

“We’re a church with a difference”
they told me. Then they explained
that Andorra itself is a one-off.
It is a fully fledged country with a seat
at the UN yet only a little larger than
the Isle of Wight or the county of
Rutland with a population about the
same as that of Bedford or Barnsley.
The Principality, nominally ruled
by the Roman Catholic Bishop of La
Seo De Urguell with the President
of France is perched on top of the
Pyrenees. Visitors come to ski in
Winter and for the climate, walks and
scenery in Summer.
St George’s English church is a
congregation without a regular priest.
Tax and residency laws in Andorra
mean it would be hugely costly to pay
for and house someone so they rely on
a “visiting Vicar” to lead a monthly
service of Holy Communion and offer
other pastoral and spiritual help during
their short stay.
Like many churches in the Diocese
in Europe, Andorra is grateful for the
generous hospitality of the Roman
Catholics who allow free use of their
churches for Sunday worship and
occasional services such as funerals.
The downside is that the buildings
are not always available at convenient
times for worship.
The major festivals are all
celebrated with gusto – a
traditional Lessons and
Carols at Christmas
and a mountain-top
Sunrise Service
early on Easter
morning at
a location
where the
wind and
sleet were
whipping
around the
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A unique view from the church in Andorra

feet of the keyboard player as other
worshippers held his music down.
Andorra has seven “parishes”
or districts each with a town or
community of various sizes – the
largest being Andorra La Vella which
is best known on the tourist trail for
its duty free goods, especially for
the cheap cigarettes which are often
the focus of attention for customs
officers at the border. Having a single
church congregation within Andorra
means that many members have to
travel some distance, often along
mountainous twisting roads and
tracks to get to a service. This is why
people normally share a meal together
after worship and this helps to build
fellowship and mutual faith.

Annual Meeting with members ready
to face the coming year

April’s Sunday service was
followed by the Annual Church
Meeting at the home of church
warden Valerie Rymarenko. It must
be one of the most picturesque
settings for an annual meeting
in the Church of England.
St George’s also feels
the “Ex-pat” effect as do
many of our churches with

members going to visit family in
Britain or elsewhere, sometimes
for months at a time, which causes
problems with continuity, especially
without a priest on hand to give that
stability.
The thirty or so regular members
of the congregation are enthusiastic
but feel the burden of responsibility
which they bear can be wearing
year after year and they pray for
newcomers in a country where
younger people have normally
migrated away for their education
and careers and return only for visits.
Fund raising events, including the
annual Car Boot Sale and Christmas
Charity Fair are hard work but help
to raise large sums for the Andorran
social and community projects
supported by the church.
Andorra is also feeling the
effects of the economic downturn
and money and material gifts are
regularly made through the Catholic
charity Caritas – another way of
cementing the good relationships
between the two denominations.
Churchwarden Valerie says “St
George’s is blessed with harmony
and unity. We function well with
the dedicated eleven members of
the Chaplaincy Council. Wherever
there is need people get on and do
things without fuss and with willing
hearts.” And as they look to the
future Church Council member
Clare Allcard says they have three
keywords for successful growth and
mission; “Pray, pray and pray!”
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Hamburg Honours
F o u r H u n d r ed Y e a r s
of History
In the German city of Hamburg the Anglican
church began its 400th birthday celebrations in
February with a weekend including a beneficiary
concert in church.
It raised €55,000 for the church renovation which will
be matched euro for euro by the cultural organisation
Reemstma Stiftung. (The church needs €300,000).
Many of the benefactors had never been inside the church
and were really impressed. The church boasts extremely good
acoustics and the music by violinist Daniel Hope formally
began a year-long programme of concerts, events and services
at St Thomas Becket entitled “Extending a welcome”.
A service of thanksgiving led by Bishop Geoffrey and
the Chaplain, Matthew Jones, included many ecumenical

guests – the Lutheran Bishop of Hamburg and Lübeck,
Kerstin Fehrs, and the Roman Catholic Suffragan Bishop
of Hamburg, Hans-Jochen Jaschke.
The Company of Merchant Adventurers of York
formed the first congregation in 1612 after the Hamburg
Senate granted them freedom to worship in English
according to the rites of the Church of England. Even
taking into account the commercial advantage to the city,
it was a remarkable concession in strictly Lutheran postReformation Hamburg.

C h u r c h e s P r e pa r e t o
C e l eb r a t e t h e J u b i l ee
All over the Diocese churches and congregations are making plans
to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee during the Summer.
In Ypres, Belgium, (pictured) there will be a Service of Thanksgiving and
Celebration in St George’s Memorial Church in June, followed by a Reception
and Garden Party jointly hosted by the Royal British Legion Ypres Branch
and the Church.
In Monaco there will be an English style Friendship Club tea party as well
as a beach party alongside the Mediterranean.
In Hamburg a Jubilee dinner will be accompanied by a short lecture on
“The relationship between the Royal Family and the Anglican Church”.
Holy Trinity Church, Funchal on the island of Madeira will mark the
first weekend of June with their first ever Flower Festival. It will be
a doubly significant weekend, as the Jubilee falls on Trinity Sunday,
their Patronal Festival. Flower
themes will cover The Diamond
Jubilee, the Queen’s love of colour
and racing, the Royal Yacht
Britannia, Last Night of the
Proms, Defender of the Faith
and The Commonwealth.

Please send news of your church events with pictures so they
may be reported on our diocesan website and in a future edition
of The European Anglican.
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Bible Gifts Carry
G o d ’s W o r d f r o m
Pa r i s t o A t h e n s
On Easter Day, Canon Malcolm Bradshaw,
Chaplain of St Paul’s, Athens, was the guest
preacher at the Pentecostal Tabernacle
of ‘Faith Apostolic Ministries’ Athens, a
worship centre in the city centre with many
migrants and refugees living nearby.
He handed over fifty Bibles in French which
was made available through the generosity of St.
Michael’s Church, Paris. Pastor Jimoh Adebayo,
the minister who founded this Pentecostal
Tabernacle, a Nigerian by birth, works in
partnership with Fr Malcolm and the Orthodox
Archdiocese of Athens in the ‘Church in the
Street’ programme. Recently at the Tabernacle,
Pastor Jimoh has found himself hosting French
speaking migrants from Algeria, the Cameroons
and the Congo. From these migrants came the
request for Bibles in French.

T A L E S

F R O M

O N E
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C I T Y

Th e E p i s t l e o f
M a lc o l m f r o m At h e n s
In a Diocese as large as Europe churches try to pray
for one another and share one another’s concerns.
At a recent meeting of the Germany Deanery Synod, in reply
to a request for information, a letter from Canon Malcolm
Bradshaw Athens offered an insight into life in the Greek
capital during the much publicized financial crisis. We
reproduce excerpts from the letter below.
The austerity programme is biting hard and it is increasingly
evident on the streets. God only knows what is happening behind
closed doors. There is also the acute problem of refugees and
migrants entering Greece daily and in substantial number. Its
borders with Turkey are porous and difficult to monitor with all the
islands. Nor has Greece the means for processing them let alone
provide food and shelter. Once in Greece such people are largely
trapped, the borders are closed to the rest of Europe. You can
imagine the social problems.
The Orthodox Church in Greece is providing 250,000 free meals
each day, 10,000 of these are in Central Athens. The project St
Paul’s is involved in (Church in the Street) produces 800 meals per
day in down town Athens to anyone who turns up. The majority are
migrants from Algeria, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and West Africa. A
substantial number are women with children. We are increasingly
seeing the presence of Greeks. It is a project largely financed
by the Orthodox Church. We provide personnel to help with the
distribution.
We have our own ‘Ephraim Boms Fund’ in memory of a Reader
at St Paul’s who died tragically during 2011. The collection from
the Christmas Carol service provided it with its first tranche of
money. We are using it to help meet the needs of members of
our congregation – needs which are ever increasing. A third of
our congregation is from Africa often illegal immigrants. Others
have their papers in order but no job and little to no NHI support
because of some employers failing to make their contributions.
Last Sunday the fund paid for essential medical tests on a newly
born that did not appear to be developing as it should. The parents
are Nigerian and loyal members of St Paul’s. The father works in
a taverna but has not been paid for at least three months. As a
result they have had to down size their accommodation which was
not much to start with. He remains with the taverna in the hope
that payments will start again. If he could move to another job he
would – but there is no job.
We have been asked to buy five sleeping bags for five men who
sleep in one room each having only a blanket to cover them and
no mattress. They are charged for the room. Night temperatures
are very low at present. One is a loyal member of the church. None
have regular employment. So it continues.

Fr Malcolm with the Pentecostal pastor
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Canon Bradshaw adds that if anyone wants to make a donation
to the Ephraim Boms fund it can be sent to the Diocesan
Office, clearly marked for the Greater Athens Chaplaincy and
the Boms Fund in particular.
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B e s t – N e w s Sto r i e s

Historic naval flags were laid to rest in a Belgian
church in March. The Belgian branch of the Royal Navy
Association has recently closed and it had been suggested
that the standard might be sent to Brussels until the
Anglican Priest in Oostende, Dr Clifford Owen suggested
laying it up closer to home “by the seaside” in the English
church. It is hoped that when a church restoration project
is complete the flag will be stored in a special memorial
corner reflecting the long history between Flanders and
the Royal Navy.

The Anglican Community in Lugano, Switzerland, has
completed refurbishment of Casa Benson, next door to the
Church of Edward the Confessor. Rev Andy Horlock says
“What began as a simple desire to renovate the kitchen,
upgrade the electrical system and cosmetic improvements
turned into the complete replacement of the upper floor
with steel reinforced concrete, new electrical wiring, a
fire alarm system, renewal of the plumbing system, new
flooring, installation of a fully equipped kitchen and
bathroom with facilities suitable for the disabled. It has
secured the future use for our ministry to children and
young people, larger social and fund raising events, as well
as a wonderful facility for use by the local community.”

Get
DE6364 - TEA 54 June 2012 v2 REPRO.indd 8
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f r o m e u r o p e . a n g l i c a n.o rg
15 runners from St George’s church join the biggest
run in Europe through the centre of Barcelona. The
34th Corte Ingles Run had 65,000 participants on
a circuit including a lap of the Olympic stadium.
Team St George’s mainly comprised the youth
group, their parents and friends who have been
raising sponsorship for their youth summer camping
trip at the end of June. So far they have raised 269
euros with money still coming in.

Thirty nine years ago Lynda and Luigi Villa’s
first new born baby died. Every year since, they
have given flowers on Mothering Sunday to the
congregation of Christ Church Naples, in her
memory. This year’s tribute was as colourful as
ever. Lynda and her friends are pictured preparing
the flowers outside the church in southern Italy.

Pinto, a donkey on the Algarve in Portugal, proved to
have a gift for pastoral visiting on Palm Sunday. Not only
did he lead the children of St Luke’s Church at Monte da
Palhagueira in a procession as they sang ‘All Glory Laud
and Honour’, Pinto also, quite literally, popped his head
in for a pastoral visit to Barry Shaw, who was unwell at a
home, near the church.

The Chancellor of St Paul’s Pro Cathedral in
Malta, Canon Simon Godfrey welcomed the Duke
of Gloucester in his capacity as Grand Prior of
the Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John
of Jerusalem during the week after Easter. The
Cathedral has links with the Order dating from
the Nineteenth Century. During his visit the Duke
planted a tree for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and
the 70th Anniversary of the granting, by his uncle
King George VI, of the George Cross to Malta.

St Christopher’s church on the Mediterranean,
north of Valencia in Spain, has clocked up its third
drop-in centre to reach out to the local community
and fund its growing ministry. The newest of the
three congregations on a sixty mile stretch of coast
opened a small shop unit in El Perello in February.
Local Warden Prudence Shatoury says “We have
found elsewhere that people who are nervous about
coming into a church service find it easier to join us
after an informal meeting in one of our drop-ins.”

it

–

Bishop David was in the Canaries Island of Las Palmas
this weekend to re-hallow the British Cemetery following
the completion of the restoration work by the Canarian
authorities at the cost of some €91,000. During the solemn
ceremony the Church Wardens petitioned the Bishop
“to consecrate and set apart for ever this historical
cemetery”. He then processed around the cemetery before
he pronounced the Deed of Consecration. Prayers were
said for the departed and those in authority by whose
generosity the work was done. The service concluded with
the singing of “Abide with me”.

c h e c k o u r n e w w eb s i t e
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“ SH A M E I S T H E O R P H A N O F
W E S T E R N T H E O L O G Y ”

1 0

I

a m not

A s h a m ed . . .

Rev Robin Stockitt is priest in Charge of the Church
of Frieburg in Germany. His book, Restoring the
Shamed, has been warmly welcomed with its
“Theology of Shame”. The author explains how he
developed the ideas in the book.
All theological enquiry emerges
from a habitat. That habitat is
the environment in which ideas
germinate, take root and eventually
blossom. At times the environment is
adversarial, with proponents of one
theory pitted against those of another.
In the years of Christian history it is
not hard to find times when tension
was high and much was at stake. The
‘habitat’ that has formed and shaped
me has been my own upbringing, my
years spent in the world of education
prior to ordination, and the course
of my pastoral ministry since then.
During this time I have met many
people who experience something
more profound than the rather
straightforward sin-guilt-forgiveness
paradigm of traditional Christian
orthodoxy. It is far more difficult to
define but afflicts us all in a pervasive
way. It is the nagging feeling that
maybe we are not quite good enough,
that we are insignificant, that we have
not made our mark on the world. In
more severe cases it expresses itself
in the driving need to perform, to
compete against others for the right
to exist. Or it is manifested in the
desire to hide, to withdraw, to retreat
into some safer world where no one
can hurt or destroy. This malaise
sometimes erupts in violence done to
others for no apparent reason, or it
smolders beneath the surface eating
away at our self-esteem and our
bodies. Sometimes it is camouflaged
by an excess of pious spirituality; for
others by a weary resignation. We
go to extraordinary lengths to run
away from this disease of the soul,
by denying it is there, by refusing to
stop, by filling every corner of our
lives with busyness, hoping that the
dread feeling will simply drift away
and disappear.
This experience is called shame.
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It may masquerade however under
a variety of different pseudonyms.
Disgrace, ridicule, humiliation,
unworthiness, contempt,
condemnation – to name but a few. I
collect this cluster of names together
under one heading, the title of
shame. If this shame is so pervasive,
so universally evident, then surely we
require a theology to understand it
and to address it? That is the purpose
of this book, to attempt to build a
bridge across the chasm between
our experience of being human in
a wonderful yet tragic world and
the real events that took place in
Jerusalem just a little over 2000 years
ago. The investigation in my book
looks at the way in which shame is
without doubt a socially constructed
phenomena, with profoundly
personal, spiritual and political
repercussions. It has been the subject
of anthropological and psychological
enquiry for some time. Yet I believe
it is more than any of these: there is a
theological dimension to shame that
speaks to our very being, our own
anthropology. To my knowledge,
very little theological exploration has
yet been done on this theme.
My book attempts to address this
one forgotten, ignored, overlooked
aspect of many of the stories of the
Bible turning around the crucial
questions of how honour often turns
into shame and how shame, as a
result of the initiative of God can be
redeemed and healed. The approach
that I take in this investigation is a
speculative one. Our theology in
the western tradition has become
accustomed to a particular paradigm
that begins with the pressing need
to address the problem of human
guilt before God and it is from this
starting point that a theological
edifice has been constructed. What

happens to this construction if we
begin somewhere else? How does
the message of the creating and
redeeming love of God look if
the human predicament is defined
differently? What happens to our
theology if “shame” is the name
of the disease that has entered our
world? This is where the speculation
lies, in proposing an alternative
diagnosis and allowing that diagnosis
to determine how the healing and
restoring work of God in Christ is
offered.
I suspect that ‘shame’ has become
the orphan of western theology
because of the huge cultural distance
between our own world and the
ancient world of the Near East.
Our western world, from where
so much theological reflection has
emerged, is a very different place to
Israel at the time of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. Our culture, influenced
as it has been so heavily by Greek
concepts of abstract thought, and in
recent centuries by a more rampant
individualism, is a world away from
the time when extended families
lived and worked the land and
travelled across desert landscapes in
response to the call of the God they
named Yahweh. Yet there are many
places in the world to this day which
are closer to biblical culture, where
the concepts of honour and shame
are the driving force behind many
of societies’ traditions and inform
the way in which relationships are
pursued.
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W A T E R , W A T E R , B U T
E V E R Y W H E R E !

George Herbert, the famous 18th
century poet, once penned these
poignant lines and in so doing
illuminated this most dominant yet
hidden experience of human kind.
Love bade me welcome: yet my soul
drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-ey’d Love, observing me
grow slack
from my first entrance in, drew
nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lack’d anything
As a guest, I answer’d, worthy to be
here:
Love said, you shall be he.
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my
dear,
I cannot look on thee.
Love took my hand, and smiling
did reply,
who made the eyes but I?
Truth Lord, but I have marred them:
Let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.
And know you not, says Love, who
bore the blame?
My dear then I will serve.
You must sit down says Love, and
taste my meat:
So I did sit and eat
The claim that shame is both
dominant and hidden is a bold
one, yet one that I am convinced
is profoundly true. In Herbert’s
poem the one who is praying feels
compelled to withdraw and hide
from the pursuit of love. How is it
possible to stand in the presence of
grace with head held high and arms
outstretched in welcome when one
feels too small, too insignificant and
polluted even to draw breath? Better
to turn and run in the opposite
direction away from those all seeing,
all knowing eyes that behold my
inner being with irresistible love.
This is the heart of shame, the awful
dread that tells us we don’t belong
and we don’t deserve anything and
that we shouldn’t even be.
I am persuaded therefore that it
is only through an understanding of
how our shame is turned to honour
through the ministry of Jesus Christ
that the ‘Good News’ can be more
fully apprehended.
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M a de l e i n e ’ s
E n v i r o n m e n ta l
M at t e r s
B y M a de l e i n e H o l m e s
On 20th - 22nd, June 2012, the UNCSD will take place in Rio de Janeiro.
Also referred to as the Rio+20 or the Earth Summit 2012 due to the initial
conference held in Rio in 1992, the objectives of the Summit are: to secure
renewed political commitment to sustainable development; to assess progress
towards internationally agreed goals on sustainable development and to
address new and emerging challenges. The Summit will also focus on two
specific themes: a green economy in the context of poverty eradication and
sustainable development, and an institutional framework for sustainable
development.

www.earthsummit2012.org
I also recommend www.Care2.com on water, for instance this post in April by
Jennifer Mueller – Are we running out of water???
Ours is often referred to as the blue planet because 70 percent of the Earth’s
surface is covered by water. Yet, scientists and public officials predict a global
water crisis within the next few decades. Worldwide 2.7 billion people are
currently affected by water shortages and, by 2025, two-thirds of the world’s
population could be living under water stressed conditions.
Water – especially fresh water – is a finite resource. With more people
demanding more water from everything to washing clothes to cooling nuclear
power plants, many places are in danger of losing this precious resource.
www.treehugger.com (a discovery company) offers seven possible ways
of conserving and using our water, from Metering (some of us already do
that), Desalination (is this good or bad on the whole), the use of Wastewater,
rainwater Harvesting (it is hoped we are all doing this?), Condensation and Fog
Harvesting (something that small-holdings are looking at), Sustainable Water
Filtration and Laser Cloud Seeding.
Farmers are very concerned because of the drought in many countries. The
winter seed has withered and not grown and this will affect our food chain and
our economics.
There is a new CEL Site (Christian Ecology Link) www.greenchristian.org.uk
The Ecumenical Water Network… (www.oikoumene.org/en/activities/
ewn-home.html) can be relied upon to give you up and coming news and ways
to care and sustain our water. They discuss desalination of water, who is doing
that and where and is this a good idea? We are now trading water and read of
counties in UK selling water to arid areas of Anglia in the UK. What do we feel
about Dams/Aqueducts moving water from one place to another?
I believe there is room for good discussion and sharing of ideas. If you do
not have an Environment Officer then get a group together to help one another
discover and discuss and inform your congregation – this is urgent work.
And if you want to do something straight away, commit to Operation Noah
and sign the pledge www.operationnoah.org Climate change and the purposes
of God: a call to the Church.
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Rev John Roden has discovered
how Visitors to the beautiful
eleventh century church of
St Mary the Virgin, in Birkin
near Selby in York diocese,
who admire its rare Norman
apse, are surprised to learn of
its special link with the only
Anglican stave church in the
world – St Olaf’s in Balestrand,
Norway. Without St Mary’s,
Birkin, it is unlikely that
Norway’s first ‘English Church’
would ever have been built.

From Birkin
to Ba le s tr a nd
In 1835 Rev Valentine Green, an
evangelical clergyman and a descendant
of Oliver Cromwell, moved from
Knipton in Leicestershire to Birkin.
Within two years of his arrival, his
wife Anna Barbara died, leaving four
children, including Thomas Hill
Green, later to become a famous and
brilliant professor of moral philosophy
in Oxford and a leading figure in
‘ethical socialism’. Valentine Green
re-married, and in 1850 Margaret
Sophia was born. The death of her
father in 1873 (after almost forty years
in the parish) inevitably resulted in
the family moving away. Margaret
moved to the home of a half-sister in
Leicester and, following the example
of Thomas Hill Green and his friends,
took up mountain climbing. Between
1880 and 1884 Margaret climbed over
forty mountain peaks in Switzerland
(many up to 13,000 feet high, and
often for 14 hours per day). However,
like many climbers, she wanted to
experience more than Switzerland
and the Alps. In July 1886 Margaret
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arrived in Bergen, Norway – a
beautiful young lady of thirty-six.
Two years later saw her first visit to
Balholm (Balestrand) and she fell in
love with Knut Kvikne, one of the
brothers who ran the small inn/hotel
and who took visitors climbing.
Anglican Services had been
held in the hotel even before the
arrival of this clergyman’s daughter,
who was soon to become one of
the SPG’s European chaplains
which since 1862, with the start
of the ‘Continental Chaplaincies
Committee’, had formed Anglican
chaplaincies on the European
continent ministering to sailors,
residents and tourists. The work had
started during the 1853-56 Crimean
War, especially with the sending
of clergy to help in the hospitals
following the battles of Balaclava and
Inkermann. Catherine Wakeling,
the present USPG archivist, has
pointed out that many of the
European chaplaincies began earlier
than churches were built. Residents

and visitors “would meet together for
Anglican worship, presumably Morning
and Evening Prayer only if there wasn’t
a clergyman available, and would use a
suitable room. Quite often they would use
a room in a hotel if it was a resort area.
....As a community built up and/or the
number of visitors increased, building a
church became an option or was regarded
as desirable by an individual or family who
funded the building.”

10/05/2012 16:43:44

C E L E B R A T I N G H I S T O R Y
T H E N O R T H S E A
The very first Anglican presence in
the whole of Norway where Services
were held was in Balholm/Balestrand
in 1872, pre-dating St Edmund’s
in Oslo by two years, and this year
celebrating its 140th anniversary.
Margaret Sophia Green and Knut
Kvikne were married in Bergen
Register Office in August 1892
and returned to Balestrand where
Margaret helped with the catering,
with invaluable advice on what food
should be served to the many English
hotel guests. SPG had already agreed
that an ‘English Church’ be built in
Balestrand to cater for the increasing
numbers of English and American
visitors. Margaret took up the project
and began to persuade people to give
money for a church. Whether or not
she suggested a building in the style
of the Norwegian stave churches is
unclear, although she had visited them
and photographed them (she was
a very accomplished photographer
and her photographs and her books
remain in the Kvikne Hotel archives).
The apsidal east end was to have close
similarities to the church at Birkin
where Margaret had worshipped for
twenty years, keeping her photos of
St Mary’s in her album. Sadly,
Margaret had contracted TB, almost
certainly through staying in the
mountain saeters (small huts shared by
all) and, when the Asian/Russian flu
pandemic swept through Norway and
much of Europe in 1893, she became
a victim of that pandemic and died on
24th January 1894. On her death bed
she had made her husband promise
that he would have the ‘English
Church’ built.
Knut faithfully fulfilled this
promise. Further funds were raised,
especially by two American ladies
who had homes in the village; SPG
gave a generous loan; the Kvikne
brothers gave the land for the building
and one of Norway’s foremost
architects, Zetlutz Kielland, designed
the Church of St. Olaf in the style
of the Norwegian stave churches.
St Olaf ’s was opened and dedicated
on 18 July 1897, just three and a half
years after Margaret’s death.
The SPG Minutes of the European
sub-committee, meeting in January
1896, show that a Canon Hutchinson
was acting as chaplain at Balestrand
the previous December or, at least,
had been present there. The Minutes
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Margaret’s wedding to Knut

go on to state that he gave/offered
the nine stained glass windows.
These superbly decorated windows,
depicting nine saints mainly
connected with Norway, Ireland
and England, give an added beauty
to what is already a most beautiful
church in an amazing setting, looking
out across the Sognefjord. My
research has not yet discovered who
exactly Canon Hutchinson was but
perhaps a reader may be able to throw
some light on him as well as on any
(somewhat elusive!) descendants of
Valentine Green’s family.
Ever since St. Olaf ’s was opened,
the Kvikne Hotel/family have
generously given free accommodation
and food to the chaplains who go to
Balestrand (mainly from England)
each season, from May until
September, most of whom stay there
for two weeks. Would-be chaplains
are initially and ably guided by Jeanne
French, Assistant Diocesan Secretary
and are then put in touch with Canon
Janet Heil, of St Edmund’s, Oslo,
who has the responsibility for St
Olaf ’s and the chaplaincy rotas. It
is a tremendous joy and privilege to
minister to the thousands of tourists
who visit Balestrand and its ‘English
Church’. People from all countries
and of all denominations and faiths
visit and admire the church and
discover calmness and beauty and
even holiness as they sit for a while.
The Sunday Communion Service
in the height of summer can witness
as many as ten or twelve nationalities
and almost as many denominations
receiving communion. The various
chaplains conduct a variety of
worship, reflecting the different
traditions within Anglicanism.
Increasingly, the local people look
after and support the church and

O V E R

1 3

attend its worship and ever closer
co-operation is happening with the
local Lutheran Minister and parish.
Those of us who have served in the
village for a number of years have
been able to make many friends with
the villagers, hotel and shop keepers
and especially with the Kvikne family.
New links have been established
between Balestrand and Birkin.
The annual Church History Day
at St. Mary’s, Birkin, now includes
illustrated talks on the ‘Birkin to
Balestrand’ connection and history.
Many thousands of Krona has
had to be raised in the past few years
to repair and maintain St Olaf ’s
but more will be needed to help
and support the Anglican Church’s
unique and historic ‘stave’ church
in Balestrand. The new form of
Evening Worship used in St. Olaf ’s
includes the following prayer which
may be said as people look at the nine
saints’ windows:
Lord, in this place we are surrounded
by the saints, named and unnamed,
your sons and daughters who
witnessed before us
and were received into glory, yet
alive now and in the fullness of
eternal life.
We give thanks for Margaret Sophia
Green Kvikne, who inspired the
building of this church,
and pray for the parish of St. Mary,
Birkin, where her faith was formed.

Rev John Roden may be contacted
at j.m.roden@btinternet.com

St Mary’s Church, Birkin

10/05/2012 16:43:45

1 4

P EO P L E

Clergy

A N D

P L A C E S

on

t h e m o ve
GREETINGS TO
Rev Dr John Higgins, who has
moved from the Annandale
Group of churches in Glasgow
& Galloway, in the Scottish
Episcopal Church to become
Priest-in-Charge of St Nicolas,
Ankara in Turkey.
Rev Christopher Maclay, Rector
of Ashington, Washington and
Wiston w Buncton in the Diocese
of Chichester will become
Chaplain of St Mark, Versailles
with St Paul, Chevry, from August.
Rev Q Marcus Ronchetti, Vicar of
Midhurst and Woolbeding in the
Chichester Diocese is to become
a Chaplain (Team Vicar) of the
Church of the Holy Spirit, Costa
Blanca, in Spain in June.

FAREWELL TO
Rev Stephen Axtell, Chaplain of
St Mary, Rotterdam and Chaplain
to the Port of Rotterdam in The
Netherlands is to move to the
Diocese of Carlisle during June.
Rev Stephen Coffin, Chaplain of
St Marc, Grenoble, in France is to
retire at the end of 2012.
Rev Jennifer Deverill, Priest-inCharge of St Michael, Le Gard
in France will retire in February
2013.

C o n f i r m at i o n s

and a time

of remembrance in

Ghent

Mothering Sunday in the Belgian city of Ghent was celebrated in a special service
with Bishop David who baptised 2 young girls and confirmed 6 people (aged
between 16-64). It was “standing room only” in St John’s church with more than
185 people present.
The occasion was tinged with sadness as the service also included an act of
remembrance for the victims of the Swiss bus crash which has affected many
families in Belgium. Prayers were said for those families and everyone affected by
the tragedy.
Our picture shows Bishop David during the baptism service and, later, on
his knees welcoming the whole family into God’s greater family – a perfect
Mothering Sunday picture!

Rev Christopher Edwards,
Chaplain of St Paul, Tervuren, in
Belgium is moving to the Diocese
of Sydney in Australia during July.
Rev Penelope Frank, Assistant
Chaplain of All Saints, Vevey in
Switzerland resigned in March.
Rev John Gulland, Priest-inCharge of Holy Trinity, Corfu,
Greece is to resign in October.
Rev Haynes Hubbard, Senior
Chaplain of St Vincent in The
Algarve, Portugal is moving to the
Diocese of Ontario in the Church
of Canada at the end of June.
Rev John (Jady) Koch, Assistant
Curate of Christ Church, Vienna in
Austria (Europe) will be moving to
the Diocese of Kentucky, in The
Episcopal Church of the USA at
the beginning of August.
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W e l c o m ed

in

L anz arote

Rev Tom Barnfather found a warm ecumenical welcome when he was instituted
as Priest-in-Charge of St Laurence in Lanzarote, Canary Islands, at the end of
March. The Institution took place in the Catholic Church at Puerto del Carmen,
one of the chaplaincy’s four worship centres on the island. In the service, Fr. Tom
and his wife, Rosie, were welcomed by two of the local Catholic clergy, as well
as the pastors of the island’s German and Norwegian churches. The Chaplaincy
in Lanzarote marked its 25th Anniversary last year, so Fr. Tom’s arrival marks a
joyous start to a new chapter in the ministry there.
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A

G O O D

R e a de r

G o o d F r i d ay

licensing in
Fr ance

m a r k ed w i t h a v a r i e t y o f

The Archdeacon of France, Ven
Ken Letts travelled to Aquitaine
in April to license two Readers
in separate services at opposite
ends of the Chaplaincy – some
200k apart. At Monteton Sue
Blomley was welcomed in the
morning, then that evening it
was the turn of Sheila Marshall at
Bertric Buree.

Witne ss

and

and

Easter

Tr a d i t i o n a l

E A S T E R
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were

Acts of
Services

i n a w i de r a n g e o f s e t t i n g s

At Nerja, Southern Spain, their Good Friday witness was in the stunning setting of
the Balcon de Europe

East
Netherlands
induction
The Reverend Alja Tollefsen
was inducted as the new chaplain
of the East Netherlands Group
of Chaplaincies in March.
This group comprises the two
chaplaincies of Twente and
Arnhem-Nijmegen that have
three different worship centres.

In Denia on Spain’s Costa Blanca
coast Fr Peter Edwards and
colleagues light the Easter fire

In Monaco, after the Easter service,
excited youngsters line up ready to start
the Easter egg hunt

In the Belgian city of Antwerp the Council of Churches organised an early service
outside the Cathedral
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B I T S

A N D

P I E C E S

Some People put
Milk on their
B r e a k fa s t !

Following
Fr ankfurt

the

Signs

in

When delegates from the Anglican churches in
Germany met in February to share news and
fellowship their venue in Frankfurt revealed a couple
of signs of the times. Synod members (pictured in a
group) were hosted by the Episcopal Church on the
city outskirts for their two day meeting.
Although discussions were about church growth,
development and challenges a short trip to the
city centre showed the secular world had its own
difficulties with the Euro (pictured outside the Willy
Brandt Building) surrounded by a large anti capitalist
protest, similar to the one at St Paul’s Cathedral in
London.

When Bishop Geoffrey was on a visit
to the church in the French town of
Grenoble he was invited to a Church
Council meeting with breakfast at the
home of Australian members Bill &
Linda Paul. Their apartment overlooks
the factory where Chartreuse liqueur
is produced. The bishop was shown a
sample but discovered that the factory
was not open on that day. A careful
study of the picture suggests the bishop
was under the impression that the
bottle may have contained an unusually
coloured form of maple syrup!!

H a l f D ay S p e c i a l C h u r c h O ffe r
Visitors to our Diocesan website on the morning of Sunday
1st April might have thought twice about the following item...

Monkey Business
i n G i b r a lt a r

The Diocese in Europe is proud to be in the forefront of church growth and
development. It is also the largest of the 44 dioceses of the Church of England
which brings unique challenges.
Congregations and clergy are scattered over a huge area. People often have
to drive huge distances to a Sunday service and this can have a detrimental
effect on our carbon footprint.
A new initiative launched today is the online diocesan act of worship to
meet the needs of people without their having to leave home. It has been
devised and will be led by a partner bishop from the Porvoo churches, Rt
Rev Paril Olof who says, “I have tried to take account of the wide variety of
worship styles so music will range from worship chorus to plainsong.
“Since different translations of the Bible have their own attractions we will
be using a unique version which uses a sentence from the King James Version,
the next from the Good News Bible and the following one from the New
International Version – and so on. This is the first time this mix and match
approach has been tried.”
In the coming weeks, after today’s launch, it is planned that confessions
may be heard, using an email submission of details from the penitent.
A link at the foot of the web page led to an April Fool message!

Rev Andrew Jacobson, Assistant
Chaplain in Gibraltar who is also the
Mediterranean Mission to Seafarer’s
Gibraltar Port Chaplain recently
welcomed a surprise visit from a Ship’s
Visitor from the Mission to Seafarers’
in Hartlepool. Andrew had shown the
visitors around the Flying Angel Club
and was then presented with some
special gifts from Hartlepool including
Hartlepool United Football
Club programmes and a
copy of the Hartlepool
Mail. Also (appropriately
for Gibraltar, which is
famous for the apes on the
Rock) he was presented
with a Hartlepool FC’s
monkey mascot.
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