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Front cover picture:
A defining moment on life’s Christian
journey with a baptism in St Albans,
Copenhagen, Denmark by Chaplain, Rev
Darren McCallig. The picture is taken by
church member Bev Lloyd-Roberts who
says that her passion for photography is her
way of using her gifts to bless others and
help spread God’s Kingdom.

Commemorations of the Paris attacks were held in many places, including Monaco

A Tale

of

Two Cities

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it
was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it
was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us.”
When Charles Dickens wrote his introduction
to his novel noire about London and Paris he
could never have imagined how memorable
events would have been in the French
capital with the United Nations Climate
Change Conference, COP 21 taking place in
November and December 2015, just days after
horrific terror attacks in the city killed 130
people and left many more injured.
As diocesan Environment Officer
Elizabeth Bussmann explains elsewhere on
this page the much publicised Summit felt the
effects of the events two weeks earlier. On
that weekend church members in Paris were
traumatised and tested as the full scale of the
atrocities emerged.
St Georges in Rue Auguste-Vacquerie
made their Sunday service a choral requiem
and were pleased that so many ventured out
into the city to attend.
Fr Matthew Harrison reflected; “Paris is
feeling particularly wounded. It has been my
home for over twenty years all told and it is
a city that I love. The targets of these terrible
shootings were everyday life:- a football
game, a concert, restaurants and bars. Like
everyone here, I received countless mails and
texts asking if I was OK. Messages from all
over the world assuring us of prayers, from
old friends and complete strangers. We had
a whole batch of drawings from a Sunday
School in upstate New York: ‘It’s gonna be
OK’ one child wrote.”
The message on the website of St
Michael’s, Paris said; “We mourn that our city
is again afflicted by violence, fear and grief.
We pray for the thousands who are directly
affected – the hundreds of bereaved and those

who are gravely injured and traumatized and
for the medical teams caring for them.”
A few days later it was the turn of the
congregation of Holy Trinity, Brussels, to
face decisions about whether to continue
their Sunday services and what advice to
offer to fearful Christians in the Belgian city
under a police lock-down for fear of terrorist
attacks there.
In parts of the diocese which have known
violent events in recent years it was, perhaps,
easier to empathise with Paris and Brussels.
But in all our churches members needed to
know how their brothers and sisters were
coping and to offer meaningful prayer
support for them.
The communications challenge for
our churches added pressure at a fraught
time, with requests for news updates and
media interviews, revealing the unique
opportunity such a diverse diocese offers to
shine a light on our unique ministry.

A message of peace in candles at an ecumenical
service in Tours in January

A F A I R C O P – P A R I S
C L I M A T E C H A N G E S U M M I T

Climate Talks Feel the
Effects of Paris Attacks
In this interview for The European Anglican, Environment Officer,
Elizabeth Bussmann looks back at the Summit meetings.

The ‘silent shoe’ demonstration

How was the atmosphere surrounding
the talks affected by the terrorist
attacks?
The effect was in more than heightened
security. The Paris attacks drew
people’s attention to the possible links
between climate change and terrorism.
Without action countries worldwide
would struggle over limited amounts
of water and limited amounts of land
to grow their crops with the danger of
an increase in all kinds of international
conflict. The hope was that the delegates
would be even more courageous in their
efforts to come to a positive outcome.
The cancellation of two massive
marches planned to begin and end the
summit were first seen as a huge letdown to the thousands who planned
a massive peaceful demonstration. But
the walkers arrived in Paris, determined
to show the delegates what people
world-wide expected from them.
With much “grass-roots support” by
climate change activists and church
members, did people take notice?
Over 3 million signatures collected
by Avaaz, an activist organisation, and
many other petitions, were presented

to the delegates. Pictures of marches
around the world were projected
on to screens where the delegates
passed on their way to the talks.
There were more than 2,300 events
in over 175 countries involving
at least 785,000 people! The
Conference of European Churches
says that all these efforts to shed
light on the ethical dimensions, care
for the vulnerable and accepting
human responsibility for climate
change were acknowledged during
negotiations. The most poignant
demonstration, after the cancellation
of the mass protests must surely have
been the unforgettable silent ‘March
of the shoes’ in the centre of Paris,
many of them carrying the Message:
“Invest in renewable energy…now!”
Churches working ecumenically
for a common cause must have
been refreshing and encouraging
Yes! Really encouraging and it is to
be hoped that as we all recognize
the responsibility we have,
especially in the area of climate
justice, this ecumenical pullingtogether will continue.

With time to reflect after the end
of the summit, was the result a
positive one?
For first time in history the world is
united in cutting the carbon pollution
which is driving climate change, by
moving away from fossil fuels to cleaner
energy options. The pledges made to
date will only take us roughly halfway
to the 2° Celsius limit but the agreement
calls on nations to assess progress every
2 years and meet again every 5 years to
reset our goals.
The agreement also provides for a
climate investment fund of public and
private money totalling at least $100
billion a year, starting in 2020, to help
low-income countries protect themselves
from the threats of climate change and
to invest in clean-energy options. The
Positive is that countries came with
implementary programmes in hand –
more binding than anything called for
from outside! An unprecedented set of
agreements was made but not everything
covered. (Yet!)
What happens now? Will issues be
forgotten until next summit?
No, I don’t think so! As someone put it,
“The rock has at last been pushed over
the cliff – the question now is how long
it will take to reach the bottom!” The
private sector is moving ahead very fast
particularly in the areas of transition in
fuels and utilities. There is a bubbling
debate on carbon tax. The Paris Pledge
for Action (L’Appel de Paris) invites all
businesses, cities, civil society groups,
investors, regions, trade unions and
other signatories to sign up, promising
to ensure that the ambition set out by
the Paris Agreement is met or exceeded to
limit global temperature rise to less than
2 degrees. It is intended as a political
signal to demonstrate the breadth of
support and scale of momentum for a
transition to a low-emission and climate
resilient economy. This also begs the
question – what about us? How do we go
forward? At all levels, lifestyle changes
need to be made. The major issue in the
coming years will be leading by example
and continuing to keep the pressure on,
particularly around Climate Justice.
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E N V I R O N M E N T A L C H A L L E N G E
– A G R E E N G U I D E

H ow Green A re You ?
In St Andrew’s, Zurich’s church magazine, Hector Davie set a few posers
about how to set a “green” example. You may be surprised by this.
We have been slow to realize how much damage we have been doing to
God’s Creation – poisoning God’s earth with chemicals, eroding it with
mining, destroying the balance of the climate by burning irreplaceable fossil
fuel, condemning people to an uncertain future, even as we liberate many
of them from ill-health, poverty and starvation. We can all do something to
stop this by reducing our carbon footprint, but do we know how? Here are
some common misconceptions.

Washing up by hand is better
for the environment than using
a dishwasher.
On the contrary, a
modern dishwasher uses
much less water, and thus
less energy. And it heats
the water more efficiently too.
Glass bottles are much better
than plastic bottles.
In principle, only if you
reuse them, and even then,
reusable plastic bottles have
a lower carbon footprint.
Hot-air hand-driers destroy
the climate.
A modern blade-style handdrier is said to produce the
equivalent of 1.7 grammes of
carbon dioxide per cycle. A
fabric towel is less hygienic and needs
costly washing. Paper towels – even
recycled as we use in our church –
have to be made, cut to shape, folded,
packed and transported, at an estimated
34 grammes of CO2 per use.
Reading the newspaper on line is
better than buying a paper copy.
Your Bund and your 20
Minuten are printed on
paper from sustainable
sources, and paper is easy
to recycle. Production, printing and
distribution produce some 28 kilos of
CO2 per year. But if you read them
on line for half an hour a day, your
computer will have produced 36
kilos, if you buy your electricity on
Switzerland’s regular tariff.

Using your washing machine’s fast
programme saves a lot of energy.
The fast programme heats
the water to just the same
temperature, and the only
saving is that the motor is
running for a shorter time. The real
saving is from reducing the washing
temperature – washing at 30° uses
a third as much energy as washing
at 60°. If your washing machine (or
your dishwasher) has an economy
programme, use that.
Eating soya products destroys
the rainforest.
This one is true. The
world production of soya
is over 250 million tons,
and over 200,000 square
kilometres of rainforest are destroyed
every year in Brazil alone to produce
it. But only 2% of this soya is for
human consumption. The rest is fed to
animals – so it is eating meat that leads
to the destruction!
Paper bags are better for the
environment than plastic ones.
This one is true, but only in
principle. As with bottles,
the key is in reusing your
bags. Reusable paper bags
need longer fibres for strength, but
producing them is still some 20 times
more efficient than making plastic ones
(or even bags of cotton, jute or hemp
– crops that have the extra problem
of requiring noxious pesticides). If a
nylon or a cloth bag lasts twenty times
as long as a paper one, then that is the
option to choose. But whatever you
do, reuse and recycle!

A R C H D E A C O N ´ S W E L C O M E
I N W O K I N G

Venerable Vickie´s
New Pastoral Patch
The Venerable Vickie Sims made
diocesan history in February as the
first woman to be inducted as an
Archdeacon. She was commissioned
as Archdeacon of Italy and Malta
during the Bishop´s Staff residential
meeting in Woking in a Eucharist
led by Bishop Robert. The oaths and
formals declarations were supervised
by Aiden Hargreaves-Smith,
Diocesan Registrar.
She says she was “completely
delighted, surprised and honoured”
at being invited to take the position
which she sees as a great privilege.
As well as her wider duties Vickie
will be continuing as Chaplain of All

Saints Milan, the church she first joined
in 1983 and where she was confirmed.
She later served there as organist,
choir director and churchwarden then
followed her vocation with ordination
training and gaining parochial
experience in England before returning
to Italy to lead her former church.
She sees a major part of her
Archdeacon´s role as pastorally
caring for clergy and plans to use her
administrative skills to good advantage.
She is also very conscious of the
geographical spread of her own and
other Archdeaconries across the diocese
and the need for good communication
at all levels of church life.

Prayers for the new Archdeacon

Vickie takes the oath

S a fe g u a r d i n g
– New Look
f o r 2 016
Safeguarding continues to be a
priority for the diocese with a
number of developments and
improvements to help make our
churches safe places.
c In December a fully revised
safeguarding policy was published and
is on the diocesan website. It includes
the latest updates on guidance and
procedures from the Church at
national level. There are also useful
short guidance documents dealing
with many typical questions and
practical situations.
c A lso on the website is a direct link
to access the online training courses
available for key people in churches
across Europe. So far some 400 people
have signed up for and completed the
module on Child Protection. A second
course on Safeguarding for Adults with
vulnerabilities is also now available.

c In January Area Deans joined
Archdeacons and other senior staff for
a day-long training session (pictured)
which included practical challenges
of working through situations which
could arise in any chaplaincy in the
diocese. Participants felt they were
better prepared for dealing with
safeguarding crises at local level,
understanding the wider need for
good management and media
awareness and their different roles.
c A dedicated confidential phone-line for
anyone with concerns on safeguarding
issues is now available giving direct
contact with diocesan advisers. The
number is +44 (0)20 7898 1163.

c Mark Gregory is joining the
safeguarding team from February
as a Safeguarding Administrator,
helping to supervise the online
training schemes and assisting with
security checks for people who are
required to have proper clearance in
their church positions.
c Face-to-face training will also be
available at regional level from later
this year after a special course in
Cologne from 4th to 6th July aimed at
“Training the Trainers!” A few places
are still available for people offering to
use potential training skills. Contact
Ian Carter, Safeguarding Manager, at
Diocesan Office.
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P R AY E R S U P P O RT F O R
P R I M AT E S C O N F E R E N C E

A M o m e n t o f Paus e i n
a Y e a r i n G o d ’ s Ti m e
Lou Cox writes about how
her Christian faith took
her from Lake Geneva to
Lambeth Palace.

In November 2013 I started an
adventure that would teach me things
I couldn’t have possibly imagined. I
became the Youth Worker at Holy
Trinity Church, Geneva after seeking
similar vocational opportunities for a
long time with little success in the UK.
During my time in Geneva I learnt
what it means to live and work in a
Church community, as well as learning
some very important lessons about
ministry as a whole. In a Church

community we are all connected
to one another, the young, the old,
the musicians, the servers, all of us
crucial to God’s work on Earth. I also
had the opportunity to work with
Emmanuel Episcopal Church as well as
collaborating ecumenically with many
of the other English speaking Christian
communities around Geneva. Despite
our different views and denominations
we worked together toward a joint
goal to bring our Youth together and
help them to find a sense of ownership
and belonging in their Churches.
Working ecumenically in this
International setting sparked a desire
in me to seek Christian Unity and
provoked a curiosity to explore with
others the differences across the World
Christian Church. I also developed
a need to go deeper in my own faith
journey and expand my knowledge of
theology and ministry.
As I looked for opportunities for
study and development I heard about
the Community of St Anselm from
friends, family and colleagues. At
first I was uncertain about whether
I would be suited for such an
experience but with prayerful support
and encouragement I applied. During
the application process I was asked

to delve deeper into my Christian
journey, picking out key moments
and people, my experiences of the
World Church and to highlight
desires or thoughts for my own
future in faith. As I moved through
the application stages I sensed this
was the chance I had been seeking.
It was a chance to explore my
relationship with God on a deep
and intentional level while studying
the variety of modern Christianity.
It also meant coming together with
other Christians from all walks
of life to discuss our cultural and
denominational differences and
learn to regard them as diversity not
division.
My experience in the community
so far is hard to put into words that
would do this journey justice. Even
though we are only half way through
this Year in God’s time, it has already
been life transforming and thought
provoking. Although it has also been
intensely difficult at times there is
no place I’d rather be. It has been
wonderful to share it with so many
incredible young men and women
I am honoured to call brothers and
sisters this year.

H A P P Y N E W Y E A R
H O N O U R I N AT H E N S
Everything that we do in the
Community is deeply seated in prayer,
with three services a day, punctuated
with regular study and group dialogue
on social and theological issues. There
are also times of silent prayer where
we can pursue our personal walk with
Christ as we seek to grow in faith and
knowledge, discerning God’s will
for our lives. Outside this rhythm
we are actively engaged in regular
volunteer work for various London
charities where we work with the sick,
the homeless, disabled people – both
young and old. We live in the spirit of
service to others, truly engaging with
the suffering World around us.
During this year we have also had
the tremendous honour of attending
and praying for special events including
the recent Primates’ Meeting in
Canterbury. It was incredibly moving
to gather together in a constant vigil
throughout the meeting in prayer and
support of something that meant so
much to so many. These times too
have taught me much about what it
means to live in relationship not only
with the World Church, but also with
God. We all have our part to play in
nurturing our churches even if it is
simply to stop and pray with a focused
and intentional compassion over those
striving to create a better united future.
At the moment it is hard to say
where I see myself after this year is
over. It feels as though I am only just
beginning to discern my place in
God’s plan, but I feel confident in the
knowledge that my path, my future, is
safely in the Lord’s hands.

New Role for Carol as Bishop’s Visitor
Mrs Carol Johnston has been appointed by Bishop Robert as his
Visitor in the Diocese. She introduces and explains what is involved.
The Church holds marriage in high
regard and clergy spend a lot of time and
effort preparing couples for marriage
and supporting them through their
married lives. Despite these efforts many
marriages break down and here again the
Church can provide support during these
difficult times. Clergy marriages are not
immune from difficult times and because
of the particular stresses that can effect
clergy families regrettably some of these
breakdown too.
In the Church of England each
Diocesan Bishop appoints a lay person
as a Bishop’s Visitor to work alongside
the non-ordained spouse following a
complete breakdown of their marriage.
Bishop Robert has invited me to
undertake this role in the Diocese in
Europe following the retirement of Mrs
Gillian Ratcliffe.
The role is a practical one. It
involves giving information rather than
professional advice with the Bishop’s
Visitor acting as a facilitator. Nor is the
role to provide counselling but to offer

MBE

for a

Bishop’s Visitor, Carol Johnston

emotional and spiritual support and
to have regard to the well-being and
needs of any children effected by the
breakdown. As this is a very personal
and private role the Diocesan Bishop
will refer people to me.
I feel privileged to have been invited
to undertake this although I hope and
pray that I will not be required too
often. If and when I am called on to
exercise this ministry, I will do it to
the best of my ability.

Minister Among Migrants

Canon Malcolm Bradshaw, Chaplain of Greater Athens, who has worked
tirelessly for the Anglican church in Greece was awarded the MBE in the
Queen’s New Year’s Honours published at the end of December.
Malcolm has also been an inspirational
leader, working with the flow of
migrants through Greece, providing
practical aid and organisation. Bishop
David writes; “It is a most fitting award
recognising Fr Malcolm’s outstanding
achievements and extraordinary service
particularly during this time of financial
hardship facing the Greek people and
the huge numbers of refugees arriving
in Greece and transiting through
the country. Fr Malcolm has been
instrumental in bringing together
Churches and other groups to work
together to address these challenges.”
The formal citation reads:Reverend Canon Malcolm McNeille
Bradshaw. Senior chaplain, Anglican
church (Greece). For services
to interfaith understanding and
community charities.

Fr Malcolm with Captain Polis Pantelidis
of the Salvation Army in Greece
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The local mayor joined Fr Maurice Ryan’s happy congregation in the Turkish
seaside town of Didim after an eight year-long campaign resulted in the newly
restored ancient Chapel belonging to the Department of Antiquities being used
rent-free for Sunday worship by St Mary’s congregation. It was the first time the
chapel had been used for Christian worship since the repatriation of the local
Greek population in the early 1920s, almost a century ago.

St Paul’s church in Monte Carlo has a new
adornment which reflects and radiates the
good news of Jesus Christ. The beautiful
“Mirrored Cross” is crafted by the artist Nall,
whose work is well known on the French
Riviera and in Monaco. It is appropriately
placed near the pulpit.

Milestone birthday parties need celebrating. Rev Carolyn Cooke who leads La Côte
Church in Nyon (Switzerland) and Divonne (France) decided to turn her recent 50th
birthday into a “boogie-woogie wig” party where church members adopted new
hairstyles for the evening. The music and dancing in a Swiss chalet also raised funds
for the church´s mission to local asylum seekers.

A rather different setting for a baptism from our
cover picture. Canon Medhat Sabry baptised
this youngster in the sunshine in Casablanca,
Morocco, before worship continued indoors.

G E T T H E LAT E S T N E WS F IRS T

N E W S

I N V I E W S AC R O S S
T H E D I O C E S E

s i te N e w s a t
lic an.org

A Ghanaian member of St. Alban’s church, Copenhagen,
poured out a bottle of Cruzian rum, from the old Danish
Caribbean island of St. Croix, to acknowledge the capturing
and enslaving of people sold to the Danes in exchange for
products such as rum. The formal Act of Regret included a roll
call of 193 slave ships that left Copenhagen for West Africa
and the Caribbean. A handful of pearl sugar (each grain
representing an enslaved person) was also thrown into the sea.

An Old Master donated to our mission partner Us for the Bishop´s Advent
appeal raised almost £550,000 at Sotheby’s auction. The oil painting ‘A
Grotto in the Gulf of Salerno’, by Joseph Wright of Derby, was donated by
Godfrey Meynell MBE, from Derbyshire, and had been in his family since
1840. The result was way in excess of the original valuation and a boon to
the project serving migrants arriving in Greece.

Canon Debbie Flach from Christ Church, Lille, revealed her
talents as a pint pulling barmaid shortly before Christmas
when she took a turn at the pumps with Rev Ben Humphries
from the Mission to Seafarers´ at their centre in Dunkerque.
Lille church members help to distribute Christmas gifts for
seafarers in the French port who are far from home and
families, sometimes spending weeks at sea.

The Duke of Edinburgh visited St Paul’s pro-Cathedral in Valetta on
Friday 27 November 2015 as part of a major royal visit to Malta. Prince
Philip and the Queen worshipped in the church while they lived on the
island soon after their marriage. The Duke is pictured with his host, Canon
Chancellor Simon Godfrey with the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Malta,
Most Rev Charles Scicluna and Ven Jonathan Boardman, Archdeacon of
Italy and Malta.

ON OUR W E B SI T E OR T WI T T E R
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C aptivated by M ission – an
Intern’s Experience in Belgium
The dictionary defines
“to intern” as to “confine
someone as a prisoner,
especially for political or
military reasons”. James
Roberts is in Belgium freely
and willingly, enjoying the
challenge of his work as a
church “Intern”.
There has been an Anglican Church in
the Belgian city of Ghent for around
200 years. In this relatively short history,
the congregation has moved to several
different locations around the city;
from converted town houses to former
Carmelite chapels. This year the Church
is on the move once again. The current
congregation has outgrown a rather
small chapel, and is moving to a former
Catholic Church in the Old Beguinage
of Ghent, a majestic building with
a fascinating history and a stunning
interior.
I joined the Church in Ghent in
September 2015 as the Parish Intern,
and have seen the community develop
during the transition to this new part
of our history. I am working here for
10 months as part of the Church of
England Ministry Experience Scheme
(CEMES), a church-wide programme
run specifically for young adults who
are interested in ministry in the Church
of England. For me, this year has been
extremely formative as I have been able
to explore my sense of calling through
practical experience and reflection. Not
only have I been able to get experience
in many areas of ministry including
preaching, pastoral work and liturgy
planning, but I have also been introduced
to a host of different cultures, traditions
and personalities in the wonderfully
warm and vibrant Ghent community.
So far I have been given the freedom
to set up new projects in the Church. I

began a home-group where members of
the Church gather to share food, read
the Bible and pray for each other – a
wonderful experience as I have seen
people develop in a short space of time,
and form bonds within the community.
I have also been able to work with a
charity in Brussels, helping marginalised
and vulnerable people, which has helped
to inform the prayer services I have
led for the refugee crisis. As well as
working in Ghent, I have also helped in
our beautiful Church in Knokke where
I have preached, and assisted with the
music. I have been pleased to discover
more about work in churches all over
the Diocese in Europe.
I regularly have the opportunity
to reflect on these experiences with a
pastoral supervisor in Brussels, and an
academic supervisor in Leuven. Selfreflection and growth seem to be at
the heart of this internship, which has

allowed me to process all these exciting
and challenging experiences, and to
think about how this may play into my
future ministry, whatever that may be.
In many ways, joining the Church
at such an important and momentous
time, as we move buildings, is
appropriate for this stage of my life.
My day-to-day work in the chaplaincy
keeps me constantly aware of my
future vocation. The Church in Ghent
is at a similar crossroads. The gift of
a glorious new church, and all the
benefits which come with it, opens up
a world of possibilities and challenges.
In the coming weeks and months we
can explore how we can best use the
building to glorify God and serve
the people. It is exciting personally
as I continue to explore my vocation
and together with our community in
Ghent, as we embark on an exciting
new chapter of our history.

W E L C O M E S , FA R E W E L L S ,
Q U A K E S A N D C O N F L I C T
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D i ve r s e R e a d e r M i n i s t r y
R e ader M inis try
A fter G r eek
E arth quak e
Jackie Dallos proved that
Readers can be a rapid response
force after a strong earthquake
with a preliminary magnitude
of at least 6.1 hit the western
Greek island of Lef kada in
November last year.
Jackie, a Reader who
ministers on Lef kada, was
quick to inform prayer partners
as the aftershocks continued.
There were three fatalities in
the south of the island which
seemed to have borne the brunt
of it. Jackie said “It certainly has
made many nervous.”

H a l l o a n d Fa r e w e l l
in Marseille
On the same Sunday that All Saints’ Marseille
welcomed their new priest-in-charge, Canon David
Greenwood they also wished bon voyage to one of their
Readers, Stéphane Javelle who has served the church
for the past 10 years. Stéphane is a French citizen
who worked as the manager of Special Events for the
Town Hall of Marseille, before moving to continue
his theological studies at Ripon College Cuddesdon,
Oxford, and to discern his calling towards ordination.
Jackie Dallos

Offering comfort and
encouragement in natural
disasters is one of many aspects
of Reader ministry which typify
the diversity and variety of
ministry in our diocese.
Stéphane and Fr David Greenwood

Conflict Confronted

Switzerland

N e w R e ader s
Photo: Anita Josephine Wales

The Swiss Archdeaconry
Christian Education Programme
hosted a seminar on “Conflict
to Cooperation” at St. Ursula’s,
Bern. Twenty people attended,
from Geneva, Basel, Bern,
Zurich, Lugano and even one
from Holy Trinity Brompton
in London! The seminar was
led by Nigel Spencer, a Reader
from Basel, and included study
of a classis Conflict EscalationDe-Escalation Curve.

in

Nigel Spencer

Bishop David licensed Professor Ursula Sonnewald as
a Reader in St Alban’s, Copenhagen. Ursula has been
a Reader for about 5 years and has been ministering
in our Church in Trondheim, Norway, before her
research in neurochemistry took her to Copenhagen.

Janet Berkovic not only organised the Eastern
Archdeaconry Synod, in Croatia, where her husband
Daniel led the Bible Studies, she was also licensed as a
Reader to continue ministry in the Church in Zagreb.
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D E C I D E D T O L E A V E T H E C H O I C E
O F O U R G U E S T S T O G O D ”

Vo ya g e t o a N e w
L i fe i n V i e n n a

The Bible book of Hebrews
says that Christians who offer
hospitality may entertain
angels without knowing it.
Judy Castelino writes about
her experience in Austria
(reproduced in edited form, with
permission, from the magazine
of Christ Church, Vienna).

Mamoud at the British
Ambassador’s residence

“ A L I F E E N R I C H I N G E X P E R I E N C E ”
A N D “ S Y R I A N S L O V E B A N A N A S ”
To become a mother again in one’s
late sixties is an unqualified blessing,
especially when it does not involve
nature-defying medical procedures or a
painful wait in the adoption queue.
Some months ago, I responded to a
plea in the media to offer a home for
Syrian refugees. I was asked to list briefly
my expectations. As a retiree with a
monolingual husband, two dogs, two
cats and friends from a wide range of
countries, I expressed a preference for
an English-speaking, older couple who
had no objection to pets. Time passed
and the only proposals made to us were
for single, or groups of, young men who
I imagined would be thoroughly bored
living with two pensioners.
One Sunday in mid October before
the 10 o’clock service at Christ Church
began I decided to leave the choice
of our prospective guests with God.
Just hours later, I received a phone call
asking me if I would be prepared to take
in two Syrian brothers aged 22 and 13,
who spoke English and liked dogs. The
following day I drove out to the refugee
camp in Traiskirchen and after a fiveminute introduction, found myself on
the journey home with my new wards.
Omar and his brother Mahmoud had
been scraping a living as Syrian refugees
in Beirut for some years. His parents
had sent him from Syria to live with
his brothers in Lebanon when bombs
destroyed much of their village. As a
ten-year old, Mahmoud had washed cars
to earn money to pay for school where
he could learn English. Unable to return
home or make any kind of future in
Lebanon, Mahmoud’s brother decided to
bring him to Europe.
During their ten-day Odyssey across
Europe they encountered treachery,
exploitation and compassion in equal
measure. The unscrupulous traffickers
who abandoned them on the open sea
in a leaky, overfilled boat were almost
balanced by the friendly Norwegian
volunteers who welcomed them on their
arrival in Greece with drinks, bananas
and a warm smile.
They had arrived like so many
others by plane in Izmir, Turkey, where
they paid traffickers $2,200 a head to
accompany them to the Greek mainland.
They were part of an initial group
of nine men, women and children,
although this number fluctuated along
their travels as they were joined by
others seeking safety. Their very first
bus ride ended abruptly hours from their
agreed destination in a remote forest.
The driver had panicked, abandoning

Mahmoud at an Advent service in Christ Church, Vienna

them without food or water in the early
hours, to sleep as best they could beneath
the trees. Frantic phone calls to the
“boss” trafficker led to empty promises
of swift rescue and food and water. In
the event, they spent two days and two
nights waiting. When someone finally
turned up in the middle of the night
to lead them on a three-hour trek in
darkness to the coast, he brought only
water. At the coast the exhausted group
hid from police monitoring the shore,
crouching on hard ground.
When the police left at daybreak,
the trafficker took a group of men to
collect the boat, hidden some 800 metres
away. The refugees were ordered to
discard all clothes, shoes and personal
belongings, retaining one t-shirt and one
pair of jeans. Although the trafficker had
assured them that the boat was reserved
for their group that now numbered 40,
once aboard they were joined by others,
adding to the already considerable
weight. Once afloat, the trafficker made
a swift departure.
An Iraqi refugee who had professed to
be competent with boats in exchange for
his passage, steered them into the path
of an oncoming cargo ship, confirming
his perilous lack of navigational skills.
Fortunately, one of the group was a
Syrian sailor who took over as pilot,
manipulated them to relative safety but
could do little to prevent the boat from
taking in water. The children screamed
as the water level rose in the boat,
reaching the top of Omar’s knees as he
crouched sardine-style in the inflatable.
Most of the passengers could not swim
and were all too aware of the fate that
had ended the hopes and dreams of
countless others who had gone before
them. Some 200 metres from the coast,

the outboard motor died. Fortunately
they had been spotted by the Greek
authorities who sent a vessel to tow
them to shore. The crossing had taken
70 minutes but seemed to last for ever.
On the island of Lesvos, they were
greeted by Norwegians and spent part
of their remaining cash on dry clothes
and shoes in Mytilini before walking
two hours to the bus stop. After a six
hour wait, they boarded a bus to a
refugee camp. The following day they
paid €125 for a place on the ship for the
eleven-hour journey to Athens (one
sandwich included!).
This was followed by a non-stop
seven hour van ride to the Macedonian
border where they were accompanied
into the country by police. A group of
older volunteers gave them food and
water and asked if anyone was ill. They
boarded a train to the Serbian border
where again, they crossed over on foot
to join an awaiting bus to Belgrade
(fare €150). Once in the Serbian
capital, they were questioned by the
police before they were put on a bus
to Croatia by UN staff – the first time
they didn’t have to pay for transport!
In a Croatian refugee camp they were
given tea and bananas (of all the many
things I have learned over the past
month, I will at this point share two:
(a) opening your home to strangers can
be a life-enriching experience where
you stand to benefit as much if not more
than your guests, and (b) Syrians love
bananas).
The next leg of their journey took
them on a train bound for Hungary,
where in an established routine, they
walked over the border – this time in
the pouring rain – accompanied by
police. A nine-hour train ride brought
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“ M Y L IF E H A S C H A N G E D
I N SO M A N Y W A Y S ”
them to the Austrian border town of
Nickelsdorf. From there, they were
sent to the Westbahnhof where they
remained for three days at a refugee
reception centre. Those – and there
were many – who opted to travel on
to Germany, were allowed to do so.
Our two boys looked at the Austrian
sunshine and decided they liked the
weather here! They were advised by
Caritas representatives of the official
procedure to follow: identify yourself
to a policeman and say you are seeking
asylum in Austria. They were then
taken to Traiskirchen Refugee Camp,
fingerprinted, registered and ask to
surrender their Syrian passports. Omar
underwent a stringent body search, but
Mahmoud was spared. In Traiskirchen
they were separated, since minors are
looked after in a different building.
After a few days they were among a
lucky few to receive white refugee
passes that entitled them to leave the
camp. I assume their knowledge of
English and friendly attitude helped.
My first job was to register my
new “grandsons” at our address; we
then spent an hour or two in C&A
buying basic clothing, although friends
and acquaintances have generously
offered some outer clothing. I then set
about finding a school for Mahmoud
and was given an appointment by
the director of the Theodor Kramer
Schule in Vienna’s 22nd district.
She was very welcoming and not
only gave us a personal tour of the
school but introduced Mahmoud to

his new home-room teacher who
in turn introduced him to Englishspeaking classmates. He would be
joining a bilingual class the following
day. The afternoon was spent in a
whirlwind shopping expedition in
the Donauzentrum purchasing items
ranging from a watch (a red Swatch
was his choice), to a school rucksack
and everything to go in it. Needless
to say, I was unaware of some crucial
items, but we have since managed to
fill the gaps with the help of the school
and our local branch of Libro.
The parents of Mahmoud’s classmates have been wonderful. After
his first day at school, there was a
long weekend during which he was
invited to a new friend’s house to play
table-tennis (a first for him) and to
go cycling with another friend. He
has since been to a spa/water park (he
can’t swim well but enjoyed the slides),
bowling, played badminton and goes
every Saturday to football practice.
Omar is attending German lessons
offered by volunteers in the next town
and is working alongside our daughter,
Natascha, at refugee camps. He has
proved invaluable interpreting between
Austrian helpers and Arabic-speaking
refugees.
Although they are Muslim (and I
no longer stock ham in our fridge),
Mahmoud enjoys attending Christ
Church with us and is most anxious
to dress appropriately. He found a
tie in one of the bags of clothes we
were given and asked for a suit – one

Mahmoud on his skateboard

Omar and Natascha on duty at a refugee camp

of his few requests to me. I bought
one from Marks and Sparks’ school
uniform range and he was proud to
wear it on Remembrance Sunday
and afterwards at the reception held
at the British Ambassador’s residence.
The boys keep in touch with their
family back in Lebanon and Syria via
WhatsApp. I have heard several people
criticise what they perceive as refugees’
obsession with smart phones but they
fail to understand that phones are a
lifeline. They enable them to inform
their families that they are safe, they
communicate with others along the
route to learn what parts of Europe to
avoid, and for those who do not speak
any language other than Arabic, online
dictionaries and Google Translate
are the only way to make themselves
understood. No wonder they rush to
recharge their phone batteries before
attending to their own physical ones.
My life has changed in so many
ways. While my early morning brain
boost was usually provided by The
Times’ crossword, now I find myself
giving a German dictation at six in the
morning and preparing a lunch-box.
Our weekly shopping basket includes
a crate of fruit juice and five kilos of
bananas. I have to buy white bread
(much preferred to the wholemeal
multi-grain bread held in high regard
by our other visitors). I am hopeful
that one day I’ll win the battle over
which hand is meant to hold a fork at
dinner, but in the scheme of things, it
won’t be our most important victory ...

C H A N G I N G S C H O O L
I N I S R A E L

L I F E

B i s h o p ´s L e n t A p p e a l –
F r i e n d s o f t h e H o ly L a n d
FHL is growing by over a third each
year, is ecumenical and is non-political.
During the last financial year donations
grew by 36% to a little under 800,000
Euros, grants increased by 40% and
costs remained constant at under 15%
of income.”

Bishop Robert has outlined his focus
for the diocesan Lent appeal with an
education project for Palestinian children
in the Holy Land. He says; “It relates to
our neighbouring diocese of Jerusalem
and the Middle East. Education is of
vital importance in attempts to secure
a peaceful future for the Middle East.
Education makes it easier for youngsters
to stay in their home countries rather
than embarking on the refugee trail
and tangible help for Middle Eastern
Christians expresses our solidarity with
a community whose numbers have
fallen from 20% to 2% of the land’s total
population in the last 60 years.”
Donations to the appeal will help
supports the Arab Evangelical Episcopal
School in Ramallah in the West Bank
and the Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem in
distributing bursaries to needy students.
Full details of the appeal are on the
diocesan website.
The appeal is linked with the Friends
of the Holy Land (FHL) which was

founded in 2009 to raise awareness of the
situation of Christians in Israel/Palestine.
Canon John Newsome, the Co-ordinator
for the Diocese in Europe, writes;
“In Europe we are at last becoming
increasingly aware of the desperate plight
of Christian communities in the Middle
East including the West Bank and Gaza.
Although all Palestinians are suffering
from occupation, lack of social services,
lack of water, high unemployment, poor
healthcare and often poor housing, the
Christian communities face particular
challenges as a minority struggling for
survival.
Fostering a direct relationship with
Christians in the Holy Land helps
mitigate the sense of isolation and
helplessness on their side and for us it
reminds us that pilgrimage is not just
about retracing the footsteps of Jesus
in a prayerful spirit but also about
encountering the issues which are the
daily lot of his contemporary followers
there, the “living stones”.

19 I nquirers C onsider
At the end of January, 19 people
from across the Diocese travelled
to London, for an initial enquiry
into vocation to Holy Orders
in the Church of England. The
weekend was led by Canon William
Gulliford, the Diocesan Director of
Ordinands, who brought together a
team of vocations advisors, and other
former ordinands of the Diocese, to
assist him.
The enthusiastic group of enquirers
came from Switzerland, Spain,
Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands,
Turkey, Poland and Italy. Many come
from non-Anglican backgrounds,

the

C hallenge

of

and one of the key questions explored
during the weekend was “What has
brought me to this point and why am
I an Anglican?” Fr William and his
team led them through discussions that

Canon John commends
a few practical moves
c Encourage regular prayers in our
parishes for Christians in the Holy
land and for the work of FHL.
c Parishioners could be updated
with a twice yearly Newsletter and
the Monthly Update.
c A parish can sponsor a family,
perhaps helping their education
at one of the Anglican schools or
at university.
c Encourage some planned giving to
FHL or an occasional fundraising
event.
c Consider a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land incorporating meetings with
local Christians. FHL can offer
help here.

M inistry

help to prepare them for the Church’s
rigorous discernment process.
Bishop David says; “It is a healthy
sign that so many in our Diocese are
interested in the Sacred Ministry.”
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P E O P L E A N D
P L A C E S

When the Ven Jonathan Boardman
attended a meeting of the Bishop´s senior
staff, where his successor Ven Vickie
Simms was licensed, he was thanked
for his years of service as Archdeacon
of Italy and Malta. He was given an
appropriate souvenir of a framed
map of old Italy. As befitting a regular
contributor to the diary column of the
Church Times newspaper Jonathan
offered a witty response of thanks. He
says he is looking forward to continuing
as Chaplain of All Saints, Rome, without
his wider archidiaconal duties.

The new chaplain at St Andrew’s
Zurich, Rev Paul Brice, was in
a traditional “Vicar pose” as
he welcomed visitors and the
congregation which had so recently
welcomed him into his ministry in
that part of Switzerland.

Six confirmation candidates
stand to renew their Christian
vows and 14 others were received
into the Anglican Church during
a service in Poland. Many people
travelled long distances to share
the Eucharist in Warsaw as they
came from Krakow and Zakopane.

The Anglican Chaplaincy of St
Peter & St Paul, Torrevieja, on
Spain’s Mediterranean coast,
has welcomed a new Chaplain,
Ven Richard Seabrook SSC
with an induction service in a
crowded church in Los Balcones.
Afterwards,banners and the
processional cross were on display.

The Friends of the Diocese
in Europe Lost for Words ?
Are you a licensed priest or deacon serving in the Diocese in Europe
(or soon to be), who needs help with acquiring or improving language
skills in your country of residence?
The Friends can offer modest grants to assist.
Applications in writing giving details of tuition
course and cost to:
The Friends’ Committee, c/o The Honorary Secretary
Diocese in Europe, 14 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QZ

Date of next
meeting:
7 July 2016

CL E RGY ON
T H E MOV E
WELCOME TO
Rev Mark Anthony John Wilson,
currently Senior Church of Ireland
Chaplain, Tallaght Hospital in Dublin
became Chaplain of St Vincent´s in the
Algarve, Portugal from January.

LEAVING US
Rev Keith Bretel, Priest-in-Charge of
St John the Evangelist, St Raphäel in
France will resign in April.
Rev Hazel Door, Chaplain of Christ the
Good Shepherd, Poitou-Charentes,
France resigned at the end of
December.
Rev Dr Elizabeth Rosalind Koepping,
Priest-in-Charge of Heidelberg in
Germany will resign from April.
Rev Mary Natasha Strømmen,
Assistant Chaplain of St Edmund,
Oslo, Norway and especially the
Congregation of Trondheim, Norway
resigned in January.

CHANGE OF STATUS/TITLE
Rev Paul James Joseph Knight, who
already had Bishop´s Permission to
Officiate in Christ the Good Shepherd,
Poitou-Charentes, France became
Assistant Chaplain there from the
start of January.

THE EUROPEAN ANGLICAN

is published quarterly and the next
edition is due at the beginning of
June – copy deadline 20th April. We
welcome all suggestions for feature
and photos which show the diverse
and joyful life of our diocese.
There is also a more practical news
resource for church leaders and
officers, distributed by email every 2
months. DIET (The Diocese in Europe
Times) is used to share information
and guidance in the diocese as well
as hints about sharing resources,
training events etc.
Information for either of these
publications should be sent to the
Communications Officer, Paul Needle
on paul.needlehurchofengland.org

