
Safeguarding Newsletter 

Issue 1 September 2018 

Welcome! 
 
 
Welcome to the first issue of the Diocese in Europe Safeguarding Newsletter! 
 
This is the first of our quarterly Newsletters, which will be a forum for sharing, learning and positivity about the 
difficult task that we undertake for the Diocese. 
 
This is a forum where the DST can communicate any changes in policy and process, where chaplaincies can 
speak to the DST about what they need, where information can be shared, questions asked and awareness 
increased - hopefully resulting in a positive experience for all! 
 
To initiate this, the DST would like to thank all involved in Safeguarding across the chaplaincies/parishes for 
your continued efforts.  We are aware that this is no easy task, and are extremely grateful for your hard work 
and commitment to the good work that we do. 
 
We hope that you enjoy the Newsletter, and look forward to shared participation in our future issues! 
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The Diocesan Safeguarding Team 
Andrea Watkins 

Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor / Manager 
andrea.watkins@europe.anglican.org 

Office: 0044 (0) 207 898 1146 
Mobile: 0044 (0) 7464 544 715  

Works three days per week; Wednesday to Friday, 9am to 5pm UK-time. 

Tola Akinde-Hummel 
Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Manager 

tola.hummel@churchofengland.org 
Office: 0044 (0) 207 898 1163 

Mobile: 0044 (0) 7387 092 304 
Works four days per week; Monday to Thursday, 9am to 5pm UK-time. 

Bridgett Fenton 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 

bridgett.fenton@churchofengland.org 
Office: 0044 (0) 207 898 1150 

Works in the office from Monday to 
Friday, 9am to 5pm UK-time. 

Majean Stanley 
Diocesan Safeguarding Administrator 

(Safeguarding Training) 
majean.stanley@churchofengland.org 

Office: 0044 (0) 207 898 1163 
Works in the office from Monday to 

Thursday, 8am to 4pm UK-time. 

Laura O’Brien 
Diocesan Safeguarding Administrator 
(Safeguarding Checks and guidance) 
laura.obrien@churchofengland.org 

Office: 0044 (0) 207 898 1150 
Works in the office from Monday to 

Friday, 9am to 5pm UK-time. 

Katherine Harris 
Diocesan Safeguarding Liaison Officer 
katherine.harris@churchofengland.org 

Mobile: 0044 (0) 7827 187 083 
Works three days per week; can contact 

Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm UK-time. 

DIOCESAN CONFIDENTIAL REPORTING LINE: 0044 (0) 207 898 1163 
 Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm UK-time. 

 
CCPAS URGENT OUT OF HOURS HELPLINE:  0044 (0) 303 003 1111 

For urgent Safeguarding enquiries, outside our operational hours of Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm UK-time.  You will 
be able to get confidential advice, guidance and support. 

 
DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING TEAM EMAIL ADDRESS: europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org 

 
Please see the Safeguarding section of the Diocese in Europe’s website for further information about the individual 

roles of the DST members: https://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/who-to-contact. 
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The Role of the Chaplaincy Safeguarding Officer (CSO) 
 
 
As the Safeguarding Officer in your Chaplaincy you are undertaking that role on behalf of the Chaplain, the  
Chaplaincy Wardens and the Chaplaincy Council. 
 
The main task is to seek to ensure that all children, young people and adults who may be vulnerable, are  
protected and safe from harm. 
 
An overview of the main requirements of the role are as follows: 
 
1. Working within requirements of the Diocesan Safeguarding Protocol. 
 
2. Working with the Chaplain and Chaplaincy Wardens to ensure that your Chaplaincy has its own Safeguarding 
    Protocol. This should be approved by the Chaplaincy Council and reviewed each year. 
 
3. Being aware of the local legal obligations regarding ‘Safeguarding’. 
 
4. Working with the Chaplain and Chaplaincy Wardens to ensure that all who wish to be involved in  
    leading/assisting with activities organised by the Chaplaincy which might involve children, young people, or     
    adults who may be vulnerable are subject to appropriate Safeguarding Checks. 
 
5. Ensuring that those who require Safeguarding Training complete the appropriate level(s). 
 
6. Working with the Chaplain and Chaplaincy Wardens to be satisfied that there is an appropriate system in the  
    Chaplaincy for keeping records. 

INFORMATION ZONE! 

 

CSO Buddying Scheme 
 
We understand that being a CSO is an isolated and demanding role.  
Having listened to you, we would like to set up a CSO Buddying Scheme. 
 
If you are interested in: 

• having a Buddy, 

• being a Buddy, 

• helping us to set up the Buddying Scheme, so that it works for you, 
then please send an email to: 
europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
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The Difference Between Safeguarding Checks and Safeguarding Training 
 
 
We have encountered some confusion as to the difference between Safeguarding Checks and Safeguarding 
Training. 
 

Safeguarding Checks: 
 
Safeguarding Check; upon appointment, you are asked to complete a Safeguarding Check.  This first Safe-
guarding Check consists of a criminal record check from your current country of residence and all other coun-
tries that you have resided in for more than six months (as a total of all visits of over one month in duration) 
since the age of sixteen, confirming that you have no criminal record, (convictions, or other findings of guilt) 
from the relevant national police authority. 
 
Safeguarding Renewal; every five years thereafter, you then need to complete a Safeguarding Renewal.  To do 
so, you need to obtain a criminal record check from your current country of residence and any other countries in 
which you have been resident for more than six months (as a total of all visits of over one month in duration) 
since your last Safeguarding Check/Renewal. 
 

Safeguarding Training: 
 
Level 1 Online Training; an interactive web-based training, which consists of two courses, ‘Child Protection’ and 
‘Adult Protection’.  The courses raise general awareness of Safeguarding.  This training is mandatory to all peo-
ple in roles which require Safeguarding Checks, and is open to all who express an interest, including members 
of the congregation.  You will receive a certificate at the end of each course, for which you have to fill in your 
own name and the date before printing or saving. 
 
Level 2 Training; face-to-face training in groups, consisting of either half a day (Part One) or a full day (Parts 
One and Two), depending upon your role with the Diocese.  This course includes enhanced Safeguarding infor-
mation and awareness.  This training is mandatory to all those in a role that requires work with children, young 
people or adults who may be vulnerable; including but not exclusively, Clergy, Readers, Key Workers / Leaders 
of activities (which involve children, young people or adults who may be vulnerable), Safeguarding Officers, 
Assistant Safeguarding Officers and Chaplaincy Wardens.  You will receive a certificate for this course, issued 
by your Safeguarding Trainer. 
 

 

Information-sharing 

 
For future issues, we would love it if you could contribute any information that you would wish to share with oth-
er chaplaincies, but for this issue the DST have the following to share: 
 

Only those who have completed their Safeguarding Check 

are authorised to verify documents and assist with Safe-

guarding allegations and concerns.  If you are in charge of 

Safeguarding for your chaplaincy, parish or congregation 

and have not yet completed your Safeguarding Check, 

please contact the DST so that we can establish how to fill 

the gap.  

 
The latest  Confidential  

Declaration Form (CDF) can be 

found on our Safeguarding pages 

of the Diocesan website: 

https://europe.anglican.org/

safeguarding/policy-and-guidance 

Here is the link to access the 

Safeguarding  Level 1 Online 

Training: 

https://europe.anglican.org/

safeguarding/online-training 
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What Do You Need From Us? 
 
This section is intended as a means of expressing what you require from the DST.  We are open to any sugges-
tions, especially if it will make your role easier, so please send details to: 
europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org. 

What Do We Need From You? 
 
This section is intended as a means of expressing what the DST require from you, and will be led by a different 
member of the DST per issue. 
 
For this issue, we have heard from our Diocesan Safeguarding Administrator, Laura: 
 
Please can you make sure that all certificates / documents are verified before they are scanned to the 
DST. 
This consists of ensuring that all documents sent to us are counter-signed and verified as ‘original seen’ by either 
a CSO, Reader, Churchwarden or member of the Clergy who has had their own Safeguarding Check completed.  
We are, unfortunately, unable to accept copies of documents that have not been verified in this way. 
 
Please can you ensure that all Confidential Declaration Forms are completed in full before sending them 
to the DST. 
Please pay particular attention to the ‘Chaplaincy’ and ‘Role’ fields on the first page of the CDF. 
 
Changes to Chaplaincy Safeguarding Officer Roles. 
Please can you ensure that the DST are advised of any changes to Chaplaincy Safeguarding Officer, Assistant 
Chaplaincy Safeguarding Officer (or variations of) roles by email to: 
europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org. 
If we aren’t given this information directly, we can’t be sure that all Safeguarding Checks for these roles are initiat-
ed.  It is also very embarrassing when we contact those who have left the roles, sometimes months after they 
have resigned!  

Reminders 
 
Pretty self-explanatory, but this section is for Reminders, as follows!  
 
PTO and Reader Safeguarding Renewals. 
PTOs and Readers whose Safeguarding isn’t up-to-date are not authorised to work in those roles until their Safe-
guarding Renewal has been completed.  Please contact the DST if you are unable to fulfil a role due to this. 
 
Safeguarding Pages of the Diocesan Website. 
Please keep an eye on the Safeguarding pages of the Diocesan website for any information and updates in the 
form of ‘Newsflashes’: 
https://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/safeguarding-news 
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1. What does ‘CDF’ stand for? 
  
Confidential Declaration Form 
 
 
2. What is the email address for the Diocesan Safeguarding Team? 
 
europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org 
 
 
3. What is the web address for the Safeguarding pages of the Diocesan 
    website? 
 
https://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/safeguarding 
 
 
4. What is the CCPAS Helpline used for? 
 
Urgent Safeguarding enquiries, outside of operational hours. 
 
 
5. What is the telephone number of the Diocesan Confidential Reporting Line? 
 
0044 (0) 207 1163 
 

 
6. Who is the new Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor (DSA)? 
 
Andrea Watkins 
 
 
7. Where on the website are the Safeguarding Newsflashes listed? 
 
https://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/safeguarding-news 
 
 
8. When is the weekly Safeguarding Clinic? 
 
Mondays from 9am to 1pm UK-time. 

 
 
9. What does ‘DST’ stand for? 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Team 
 
 
10. What is ‘GDPR’? 
 
The EU General Data Protection Regulation, enforced from 25 May 2018. 
 
 
11. What is the address of the Diocesan Office (and therefore the DST)? 
 
14 Tufton Street 
London 
SW1P 3QZ 

FUN ZONE! 
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A Positive Space 
 
This section is intended as a bit of light relief!  If you have a quote, reference, thought, joke or anything of a positive 
nature that you’d like to contribute for future issues, please send us an email to: 
europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org 
 
Here are some quotes, references, thoughts and jokes, provided for this issue by the DST ... 

A thought from Tola... 

‘You can always start again tomorrow.’ 

“I know God will not give me anything I can't handle.  
I just wish that He didn't trust me so much.” 

(Mother Teresa) 

“What day is it?”, asked Winnie the Pooh 

“It’s today”, squeaked Piglet 

“My favourite day”, said Pooh 

(A. A. Milne, Winnie the Pooh) 

“In a world where you can be anything, be kind” said 

Charlie Brown 

(Charles M. Schulz, Snoopy) 

“One small positive thought 
can change your whole day.” 

(Rosie Milligan) 

A thought from Laura... 

“When you get to the end of your 

rope, tie a knot in it and hang 

on!” 

   (Anon) 

A thought from Majean... 

‘True positive thinking isn’t about 

ignoring the tough things in life, 

it’s believing the rainbow is com-

ing, you just can’t see it yet.’ 

 

A thought from Katherine… 

‘Change is slow, like the tortoise in Aesop’s fable 
The Hare and the Tortoise, “I might be slow, but I 
always get there in the end!”’ 

(Marshall Cavendish Story Teller version) 

A thought from Bridgett… 

“Yesterday is history, 
Tomorrow is a mystery, 

Today is a gift, 
That’s why we call it the present” 

(Eleanor Roosevelt) 
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NEWSFLASHES! 
 

For each issue, we will list all Newsflashes released since the previous issue, if they are still relevant! 
Here are all of the Newsflashes listed on the Safeguarding pages of the Diocesan website to date ... 

12/04/2018: 

TO ALL SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS 

Katherine Harris, our Diocesan Safeguarding Liaison Officer,  is now holding weekly Safeguarding Clinics every 
Monday from 9am to 1pm GMT.  This is your opportunity to discuss any general Safeguarding enquiries. 
  
Please telephone Katherine directly on +44 (0)7827 187 083 at any time during the weekly timeslot, or you can 
send her an email to arrange an appointment for her to call you: katherine.harris@churchofengland.org. 
  
If you call Katherine and reach her voicemail, she may be assisting someone else, so please leave her a mes-
sage and she will call you back. 
  
NB. This Clinic does not deal with Safeguarding Concerns.  All Concerns should still be reported via the usual 

channels. 

09/05/2018: 
  
TO ALL SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS 
  
Unfortunately, we are experiencing some technical difficulties within the Safeguarding ‘Policy and Guidance’ page 
of the Diocesan website (https://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/policy-and-guidance). 
 
We have identified two areas of the webpage where many website links aren’t working: 

1) The web friendly versions of the Diocesan Safeguarding Protocol and the Managing Concerns document,  
    accessed by clicking: 
 (i)  ‘Here are the links to the web friendly version’ 
 (ii) ‘And a further link to managing concerns’ 
 
2) Within the full versions of the Diocesan Safeguarding Protocol and the Managing Concerns document, 
    listed under the heading: 
 (i)  ‘The full documents are available below in word and pdf versions’. 
 
All links within documents listed under the heading ‘Other useful safeguarding documents for downloading’ ap-
pear to be functioning appropriately. 

We have reported this and hope that the links will be working again soon, but in the interim please do contact us 
on 0044 (0)207 898 1150 or via email to europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org if you need any further infor-
mation or access to specific documents. 

We apologise for any inconvenience. 

25/05/2018: 
  
TO ALL SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS 
  
The new Confidential Declaration Form (CDF), to include the new EU General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR), is now available to download from the Safeguarding ‘Policy and Guidance’ page of the Diocesan website 
(https://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/policy-and-guidance).  Please do not use any old or personalised forms 
so we can ensure that the most up-to-date forms from our website are in circulation. 
We have been working on improvements to the CDF and will update you shortly.  Thank you for your suggestions 
on how to improve this document.  Each will be taken into consideration and discussed at a more senior level. 

If you have any questions or require any further information, please do contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team 
on 0044 (0)207 898 1150, or via email to europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org. 

Thank you for your attention to this. 
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REFERENCE PAGE 
 
 

Bishops: 
 
The Right Reverend Dr Robert Innes 
The Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe 
 
The Right Reverend Dr David Hamid 
Suffragan Bishop 
Safeguarding Lead 
 
 

Archdeacons: 
 
The Venerable Colin Williams 

Eastern 

Germany & Northern Europe 

 

The Venerable Meurig Williams 

France 

 

The Reverend Canon Geoff Johnston 

Gibraltar 

 

The Venerable Dr Paul Vrolijk 

North West Europe 

 

The Venerable Vickie Sims 

Italy & Malta 

 

The Reverend Canon Adèle Kelham 

Switzerland 

 

Diocesan Office: 
 
Mr Mike Fegan 
Interim Diocesan Secretary 

 
 
 
 
Do keep an eye on the Safeguarding pages of the website which will be updated as and when 
things happen: 
https://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/safeguarding 
 
 
 
 
Please be aware that this Newsletter is accurate at the time of publication, but is subject to change. 
 
For those who refer to themselves as parishes, please read ‘parish’ rather than ‘chaplaincy’. 
 
Any contributions to future issues are gratefully received.  Please be aware that it may not be possible to include all 
contributions, and contributions may be edited (in the correct context) if too long. 
 
It is important to note that the information within the newsletter is compulsory to our Diocesan Safeguarding Policy, 
but we do recognise that all chaplaincies vary.  Should it prove impossible to implement any element of the policy or 
the guidance in this newsletter in your chaplaincy, please contact the DST by email: 
europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org 
 
We aim for this to be a positive forum, so please do send only positive contributions and constructive feedback in 
relation to the Newsletter.  Any general complaints should be sent to the DST via the above email address. 
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