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Spring 2019 
 

The Friends’ Committee met at the end of February welcoming as a new member Damian 
Thwaites, Director of Communications, and meeting Andrew Caspari, Chief Operating Officer 
(Diocesan Secretary). 
 
A grant towards the Diocese in Europe CEMES (Church of England Ministry Experience Scheme) 
was approved, and six grants for language tuition approved between meetings were noted. 
 
The Committee is aware that annual expenditure has exceeded annual income for a couple of 
years now and a modest accumulated surplus, from years when requests for grants were few, 
has been used to off-set this result.  As this cannot continue indefinitely the Committee needs 
to look at ways of increasing annual income whilst keeping a close eye on expenditure.  It would 
be a great pity if the Friends could not continue to support requests for grants with generosity. 
So, the Committee is asking whether you could review your annual donation.  A modest increase 
of £5 a year would produce around £900 and £10 a year £1,800, which would be very helpful.  
Please see what you can do.  Of course, if you didn’t want to increase your Banker’s Order, a 
one-off donation would still be very welcome. Also, remembering the Friends in your Will is 
another way of helping in the future.  
 
The Friends’ Annual Service was discussed and there are plans to hold the event on Saturday, 28 
September, 12 noon, at St Mark’s Church, Regent’s Park.  More information will follow in the 
Summer mailing but do reserve the date in your diary. 
 
After the Committee Meeting, Damian Thwaites, whose additional role is as the Bishop’s Attaché 
to the European Institutions, had the opportunity to speak briefly about the work Bishop Robert 
has been leading so far on Brexit, both in the Diocese and with his colleagues in the wider Church, 
notably the House of Bishops.  I am enclosing a selection of the key articles and website pieces 
published over recent months, which Damian Thwaites has kindly provided.  

Thank you for continuing to support the efforts of this diocese. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Jeanne 

 

 
Jeanne French, Honorary Secretary, The Friends of the Diocese in Europe 


