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5  ye a r  J o u r n e y 
o f  iM p r o v e M e n t

In 2014 an Internal Safeguarding Review 
covered the membership and role of 
the Advisory Committee, the training 
requirements, staffing and resource 
requirements, structures and systems 
needed, case management recording.  
This review resulted in 40 
recommendations that set the tone for  
the strategic journey ahead.

The review set the challenge for the 
Diocese who soon responded by increasing 
the staffing numbers and recognising the 
need for a senior safeguarding person 
who not only had operational experience 
but could also support the strategic 
development needed. Considerable effort 
was put into completely rewriting the 
Diocesan Policies and Guidance to add 
clarity where policies may be implemented 
against the background of varying national 
laws and practice.  

A Training Strategy was adopted as the 
basis for the development of four levels of 
training and has been the guiding light 
of all the training that has followed. It 
includes two Computer Based Training 
Packages – one for child protection and the 
other for vulnerable adults. To date, 1,181 
people have completed the child protection 
package and 1453 have completed the 
vulnerable adults’ package. The completion 
of all this training is recorded and stored 
on a central database. Level 3 (train senior 
staff ) and Level 4 (train the trainers) has 
taken place over the past years as needed.

July 2016 saw the first “Train the Trainers” 
course to tackle Level 2 Training on a face-
to-face classroom basis. 23 volunteers met in 
Cologne for a three-day programme which 
resulted in some 20 volunteer trainers who 
have since trained some 739 people at Level 
2. A further Train the Trainers Programme 
took place in January in Spain.

The Diocese has supported the 
safeguarding work exceptionally with the 
growth of resources and staff. In 2013 there 
was just one part-time Diocesan Safeguarding 
Advisor and the cost of employing him and 
his expenses amounted to around £7,000 
annually. Bishops Council in October 2017 
agreed a budget of £275,000 for 2018. This 
growth and commitment to safeguarding 
reflects the work of the Advisory Committee 
and the support from the Diocesan Bishop 
and senior staff.

The Operational Caseload has also grown 
considerably and as more and more training 
is rolled out across the Diocese, the realistic 
expectation will be for greater increases. 
Against this background it is encouraging that 
for the first time, in June 2017, the National 
Safeguarding Team agreed and accepted 
that the Diocese in Europe is a ‘special case’. 
Much more work needs to be done to take 
this ‘acceptance’ into ‘active support’ but it 
will be a clear challenge for the future to get 
additional resources and support from the 
Church of England to enable the progress 
made so far within the Diocese to move to 
the next level. 

In his final report to the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisory Committee, the 
retiring Chairman, Charles Clark, included a review of progress made since 
his appointment in the summer of 2013. He highlighted a range of positive 
developments in safeguarding across Europe. 
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They say; “a picture paints a thousand words 
– unless it is from someone else’s holiday 
album”. Our pictures from the ministry 
experience story on pages 8 and 9 are not 
holiday snaps. The visit to Israel was not a 
vacation but more of a pilgrimage which opened 
eyes to big issues, past and present, and is 
likely to have a long lasting impact on the 
visitors’ lives in the future.

2 S P O T L I G H T  O N  
S A F E G U A R D I N G

welcoMe to di aS SHe takeS over tHe cHair

Di Smith who now chairs the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisory Committee 
is an experienced leader in education and children’s services. She 
has served as statutory Director of Children’s Services in four local 
authorities and has a successful track record in service transformation 
and improvement. She currently works as an improvement consultant and 
chairs a number of boards including a Children’s Services Improvement 
Board and a Local Safeguarding Children Board. Di is trustee of the 
Children’s Society and chairs the governing board of a University Technical 
College. She is a trained executive coach and is experienced in coaching 
and mentoring senior leaders from a broad range of organisations.
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go o d  pro g r e S S  M a d e  
a n d  ai M S  f o r  tH e  fu t ur e

What’s working well?
c  People experience the Bishop 

as supporting and prioritising 
safeguarding and the auditors saw 
case-based evidence of this.  

c  The Suffragan Bishop is the delegated 
lead and has a demonstrably strong 
grasp of safeguarding across the 
different countries in Europe, and the 
complexities.  

c  The archdeacons, represented by the 
two with whom the auditors met, 
clearly take safeguarding seriously 
and have a hands-on approach, 
working positively with the Diocesan 
Safeguarding Team (DST). 

c  The quantity of Level 2 training 
that has been delivered recently and 
the positive feedback about it were 
impressive. Level 2 training was 
described as promoting a ‘sea change’ 
in attitudes and awareness in many 
places. The whole Train the Trainers 
programme is very impressive and 
imaginative in how it is delivered, 
despite huge distances.  

c  The chaplaincies have a robust 
network of safeguarding officers. 

c  Criminal records checks across 
the countries in the Diocese have 
been tackled despite the challenges, 
and are very thorough and with 
clear high standards which support 
the protection of children and 
vulnerable adults.

A mirrored wall during the Train the Trainers session in January helped gain a wider 
view of the challenges

Training the trainers involved a lot of discussion about the best ways to get a message across

Areas for development
The role of a Chaplaincy Safeguarding 
Officer is isolated. A regular newsletter 
might be a good tool to support them 
and their work. In addition, there may 
be the possibility of a buddy/twinning 
approach to help newcomers.

The auditors shared the concerns 
of people in the focus group about 
the vulnerability of chaplaincies and 
individuals in relation to costs of 
suspension, legal costs and cost of  
pay-outs because of lack of insurance. 

There is no whistle-blowing or 
complaints procedure accessible on  
the website. 

Responding to reports of bullying 
is an issue and the auditors wondered 
whether the DST is blurring the lines 
for their appropriate involvement.  

Storage of confidential 
information can be difficult where 
there is no parish office and/or 
parish computer. The Diocese needs 
to consider how to keep and transfer 
digital information safely.

The auditors were told that 
a chaplaincy “toolkit” covering 
basic questions such as the safe 
organisation of church activities is 
ready to publish on the website and 
this would be appreciated by the 
chaplaincies.

The Diocese in Europe, as one of 42 
dioceses making up the Church of 
England, was given a Safeguarding Audit 
in late Autumn of 2017. A small team from 
the Social Care Institute for Excellence 
had been commissioned to work with each 
diocese to understand their “safeguarding 
journey” thus far and to support the 
continuing improvements being made. 

The audit process involved an 
examination of files and documents 
together with meetings with key 
individuals and a focus group of chaplaincy 
representatives. The full report will be 
published on the website but this summary 
of some of its conclusions highlights good 
practice and challenges for the future
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Those of us here today come from at 
least 3 major denominations, Roman 
Catholic, Anglican and Lutheran. In a 
service organised by a Lutheran pastor, 
a Catholic priest and an Anglican 
lay person, we gather to worship, 
to remember the beginnings of the 
Reformation 500 years ago. We are in 
a Catholic Cathedral, with a Lutheran 
bishop, a woman to boot, preaching. 
And just to add a final gloss, that 
Lutheran pastor is now working as a 
chaplain in an Anglican church.

Over the last year we have seen 
the Pope and the President of the 
Lutheran World Federation embracing 
warmly and leading a service together 
in Lund. We have seen the Pope visit 
Anglican and Lutheran churches in 
Rome. We have seen the Archbishop 
of Canterbury affirming the Joint 
Declaration on the Doctrine of 
Justification by Faith, signed by 
Lutherans and Catholics almost 20 
years ago, and with which the World 
Methodist Council and its member 
churches affirmed their fundamental 
doctrinal agreement in 2006. 

When we look back at where 
we came from, this seems quite 
miraculous. Even within living 
memory things were very different. My 
mother was the daughter of a Lutheran 
pastor; and for a time when I was a 
child, I had a Polish Catholic nanny. 
She took me with her a few times to 
our local Roman Catholic church, and 
my mother was absolutely horrified that 
a Lutheran child had set foot inside a 
Catholic church.

Of course, it all started in ways that 
were much more serious than that. For 

The Rt Rev Jāna Jēruma-
Grīnberga, Chaplain of Riga in 
Latvia, was in the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral in Northampton in 
November 2017 for a shared service 
to mark the 500th anniversary of 
Martin Luther’s declaration. Here 
are extracts from her sermon.

decades after 1517 Catholics burned 
Protestants, Protestants hung, drew 
and quartered Catholics, the religious 
authorities everywhere persecuted and 
murdered Anabaptists: and the leaders 
of the Muenster rebellion, tortured and 
killed when the city was besieged, were 
displayed in cages above St Lambert’s 
church for centuries. This, of course, 
was aimed at discouraging any form of 
rebellion against the Catholic authorities.

500 years ago Christians on all sides 
of all the arguments spent a great deal 
of energy building a wall, high and 
impenetrable, between themselves 
and other Christians. Sometimes 
this was a geographic wall – in many 
parts of Europe Catholics, Lutherans 
and Reformed believers simply lived 
separately from each other and never 
met a person who differed from them 
in faith. That makes it so much easier 
to demonise the other, as the troubles 
in Northern Ireland also made clear. 
Mostly, though, this was a wall built 
of bricks of suspicion and intolerance, 
ignorance and fear. It was held together 
by the mortar of condemnations and 
anathemas, of papal bulls and Protestant 
pamphlets; and for several centuries, it 
held very firm indeed.

It was not until the missionary 
efforts of Europeans of the late 19th 
century, which demanded some level of 

cooperation, that the first cracks began 
to appear in the edifice. And when the 
first bricks were removed by the first 
Edinburgh Conference in 1910, for the 
first time in 300 years or so Christians 
were able to peer at each other through 
the gaps, and to begin to discover 
how alike we are, and how our beliefs 
– sometimes identical, sometimes 
approximate, sometimes different – 
define us.

The Second World War, with all 
the horrors perpetrated against huge 
swathes of Europe and Asia, led directly 
to the foundation of the World Council 
of Churches; the Second Vatican 
Council, and the visionary leadership 
of Popes John XXIII and Paul VI, 
which took a sledgehammer to the 
wall, knocking great holes and gaps, 
through which we could not just see 
each other, but reach out and touch, 
and even clamber through.

Since then, much of the remaining 
wall has crumbled, aided by 
ecumenical dialogues, shared worship 
and prayer, and diapraxis, in other 
words just getting down to it and 
working together, fulfilling our mission 
to the world by rolling up our sleeves 
and getting involved in aid and service.

And today, truly, we can rejoice. At 
last – Christians worshipping together, 

After the service Jana was delighted to meet some old friends
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holding hands, gathered together in 
praise and awe – with the wounds 
inflicted by the building of the wall, 
and sometimes, by the destruction of it, 
finally beginning to heal.

But there is more to do. Much more. 
As the conclusion of ‘From Conflict 
to Communion’ says, “Lutherans and 
Catholics are invited to think from 
the perspective of the unity of Christ’s 
body and to seek whatever will bring 
this unity to expression and serve the 
community of the body of Christ. 
Through baptism they recognize 
each other mutually as Christians. 
This orientation requires a continual 
conversion of heart.”

We are invited to re-orientate our 
thinking, so that we start always from 
a perspective of unity. This requires 
not just reorientation, but, to express 
it another way, repentance, metanoia, 
turning back always to God, for where 
God is, we will also find our sisters and 
brothers in Christ. A true conversion 
of heart – not just of outward forms, 
not just of politeness and respect; but a 
conversion of love and faith. It involves 
going into each ecumenical encounter 
expecting not to persuade our partners 
of our rightness, but to expect to be 
changed ourselves. This feels risky, 
because it is.

We are going to have to take risks. 
We are going to have to place ourselves 
entirely in God’s hands, and trust that 
our loving Creator will guide us and 
keep us safe as we knock down the last 
remaining bricks. For the truth really 
will set us free. We need no longer even 
to be able to climb over the wall, to join 
hands across it, but we need to take it 
down completely.

My prayer is that when we celebrate 
500 years since the beginning of the 
English Reformation in 15 years-
time, it will be at a service where the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Cardinal Archbishop celebrate Holy 
Communion together; a service where 
a great procession of British Christians 
– Baptists, Anglicans, Lutherans, 
Catholics, Pentecostals, URC – walks 
between Westminster Abbey and 
Westminster Cathedral to obliterate the 
last traces of the wall.

And perhaps at that service we 
will sing with Peter Abelard: “In new 
Jerusalem joy shall be found, blessings 
of peace shall forever abound; wish and 
fulfilment are not severed there, nor the things 
prayed for come short of the prayer.” 

tHere’S even a click on lutHer extra
Thousands of churches around the world have 
downloaded a novel Martin Luther Playmobil 
animation using more than four thousand photos  
of the flexible characters in a four-minute animation 
bringing the story of Martin Luther to life.

It is available with free download from  
gochattervideos.com/martin-luther with 

translations in French, Spanish and Portuguese.

On a Saturday in October a wide 
variety of associations and organisations 
involved in spreading the message of 
Christ, assisting Christians and providing 
Bibles gathered on the Place Pey 
Berland near the Cathedral in Bordeaux. 
Church leaders including the President 
of the French Protestant Church in 
France, the Cardinal of Bordeaux and 
the Representative of the Orthodox 
Churches each gave a short talk about 
the importance of protecting Christians 
around the world who are being seriously 
persecuted, injured or killed. 

A procession to the Orthodox 
Church of Saint Joseph then visited the 
Protestant Temple du Hâ (where there 
was an exhibition of the life, work and 
influence of Martin Luther) and finally 
to the Cathedral Saint André. At each 
church, after a short blessing and prayer, 
a declaration of the denunciation of the 
persecution of Christians the world over 
was affixed to the church door, in the 
style of Martin Luther’s original act. 

During the weekend there were a 
number of debates and presentations 
in various venues around Bordeaux, 
culminating in a combined act of 

BleSSingS in 
Bordeaux

worship of all the Bordeaux Protestants, 
including the Anglican Church, part of 
the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine. The service, 
in the Anthénée, was the first time ever 
that this historic municipally owned 
théâtre has been used for a religious 
service. The Bordeaux Madrigal sang 
some old Reformation hymns, many 
of which are still used in all churches 
today. This choir was formed just after 
the Reformation in Bordeaux and has 
continued performing in churches and 
homes ever since despite persecution 
during the years of conflict with the 
Kings of France and then the Revolution. 

The weekend celebrations were 
rounded off with further debate and an 
open air shared picnic in the beautiful 
gardens of the Mairie. The Lord provided 
glorious weather throughout!

Information from Aquitaine Local Warden, 
Nellie Salvi 

The Anglican church 
in Lyon organised a 
number of shared church 
events in both French 
and English during the 
autumn to mark the 
Luther 500 anniversary.



John Crothers, who chairs the 
RSCM in France, has been 
telling Pamela Lake at St 
George’s Church, Paris where 
he is organist about how he 
came to compose new hymns.

I started composing hymn tunes 
in the early 1980s by writing free 
accompaniments and descants to well-
known tunes for the church choirs 
I conducted as an amateur musician 
in Northern Ireland. Then at various 
moments in church life new hymn texts 
seemed to speak more appropriately to 
me than most older ones. These new 
hymns needed tunes, which I eventually 

felt able to provide. One of the first was 
written following the death of a friend 
who had been organist in West Croydon 
Methodist Church. For the hymn to 
be sung at her funeral I wrote a tune 
and called it WARLINGHAM after 
the village she’d lived in. I have now 
written some forty or fifty hymn tunes, 
some that I’m more pleased with than 
others. Back in 1993 it was strange to 
hear my own music being aired for the 
first time!

When I began writing the worship 
song tradition was just beginning to 
be widely adopted then but I confess 
I found much of it shallow and self-
indulgent, unrepresentative of the 
genuine range of Christian doctrine and 
life-experience. These criticisms have 
been well formulated and presented 
in recent years by someone like Keith 
Getty, who has helped revolutionise 
the ‘people’s song’, which is what hymn 
singing is essentially about.

When I moved permanently to 
France, I discovered the annual Royal 
British Legion Remembrance Service 
in Notre-Dame. I’ve helped organise 
their music for some years but I found 
the same hymns tended to be used year 

after year. It might be time to introduce 
a more contemporary note and it really 
needed a tune but a friend remarked 
that the old soldiers would never be 
able – or willing – to sing one that was 
unfamiliar.

So I set to work constructing a 
new tune (DONUM PACIS) based 
on extracts from a number of familiar 
Remembrance-tide tunes, including 
ST ANNE (“O God, our help in 
ages past’’) and even a quotation from 
Elgar’s ‘Nimrod’, a tune regularly 
played on 11th November. My effort 
seemed to be appreciated, as I was 
unexpectedly contacted by the Legion’s 
national Director of Music, who 
thought it might be worthy of use at 
a future Act of Remembrance in the 
Royal Albert Hall!

In 2016 the late Bishop Geoffrey 
Rowell kindly sent me half a dozen of 
his recent texts; five of these hymns 
inspired five tunes, and these have 
become favourites of mine too. The 
hymn written by the English clergyman, 
Rev Michael Forster, “God of faith and 
God of courage’’ is dedicated to Saint 
George, and speaks of the characteristics 
we often associate with the saint. When 

Se at ed  on e  day  at  t H e 
organ – anotHer HyMn 
wa S  Bo r n

6 I N  T H Y  H O U S E ,  G R E AT  G O D ,  
W E  O F F E R  O F  T H I N E  O W N  T O  T H E E

The RSCM Choir at Notre Dame Remembrance Service
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Se at ed  on e  day  at  t H e 
organ – anotHer HyMn 
wa S  Bo r n
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Simone Yallop, a Reader from Twente 
in The Netherlands, writes:- In 
December a group of fourteen Readers 
and Readers in Training, under the 
very capable leadership of the Canon 
Elaine Labourel, met at St. Columba’s 
House in Woking for a Retreat. The 
theme was ‘Listening to God’. 

Helped by a number of spiritual 
exercises we all heard God speaking 
‘loud and clear’. It was a wonderful 
time of worship and fellowship, with 
a chance to catch up with news from 
fellow Readers. 

During the Retreat we were 
introduced to ‘Godly play’ by Reader 

Philip Gwynne Jones is a Reader-in-
Training at St George’s, Venice. After a 
career working in IT for the European 
Space Agency in Frascati, Italy, and 
following a stint with a Scottish bank 
during the global financial crisis, he 
decided, with his wife Caroline, to 
return to Venice in search of a better 
and simpler future. 

‘We were wrong about the 
“simpler bit”’, Philip wryly comments. 
Nevertheless, he is now established as 
a translator and teacher. He also enjoys 
singing bass with the Cantori Venezione 
and the Ensemble Vocale di Venzia. 

Bishop David says; “During the 
lengthy inter-regnum at St George’s 
he assisted greatly to keep the worship 
life going both in Venice and at Christ 
Church, Trieste. In addition to this 
busy life Philip has published his first 
novel – a gripping thriller called The 
Venetian Game. Full of contemporary 
local colour it portrays Venice as a city 
of secrets, shadows – and death. The 
story is built around a certain Nathan 

I realised it was ‘asking for’ a tune, I 
found it hard to resist giving it the name 
of my own parish, SAINT GEORGE’S, 
PARIS!

Hymn-tune writing won’t make 
anyone a fortune, but it gratifying to 
know that something of what I do 
can help others to express themselves 
to God and perhaps encourage them 
in their own journey of faith. People 
occasionally ask, ‘Why not just sing 
these new words to old tunes?’ Well, of 
course, that’s possible, but the problem 
is that, if those tunes are already wedded 
to a particular text, as many are (think 
of HUMILITY to “See amid the 
winter’s snow’’) the original text is 
likely to be stuck in the mind and to ‘get 
in the way’ when people try to sing new 
words to that tune.

In composing the music for a hymn I 
try to remember that a tune has to bear 
being sung a repeated number of times, 
that it has to be a faithful reflection of 
the words and that it must neither rise 
too high nor descend too low! As John 
Barnard would say, it also has to display 
a clear sense of “knowing where it’s 
going”!

The first thing I try to do is to ‘catch’ 
the rhythm. Once that suggests itself, 
the melody tends to follow, although 
I rework all the parts in each tune a 
number of times before letting it go 
for publication. I also sing all the parts 
through myself, to make sure that 
singers will neither be too bored by the 
tune nor find it too taxing! 

I always try to ‘marry’ the tune to 
the words. In this sense, the composer 
is the servant of the words. But then, 
a good text writer is a poet, someone 
who makes the stresses fall in exactly the 
same place in each verse, and that makes 
the work of the composer much more 
straightforward.

It’s good for hymn-tune writers 
to remember, when our tunes aren’t 
immediately accepted, that those tunes 
sung around the world as ‘standards’ 
today were once totally new, and no 
doubt rejected by traditionalists who 
have always tended to fear ‘novelty’ – as 
if the Church of God were only ever 
called to mark time until the Second 
Coming of Our Lord! Rather, I believe 
that, just as our God is Creator, the 
creativity that he graciously gives to his 
people is there to be used under him, 
sensitively and to the best of our ability.

John Crothers hymns are published by 
Jubilate Music www.jubilate.co.uk

Sutherland, British Honorary Consul 
to Venice. Nathan’s life is steady and 
unexciting – a translator who helps 
tourists with such mundane things 
as lost passports and stolen purses. 
Things dramatically change when 
he is offered a large sum of money to 
look after a small package containing a 
prayer book illustrated by the Venetian 
master Giovanni Bellini.” For more 
information see Philip’s website 
www.philipgwynnejones.com

Celia Paterson. The carefully played 
out stories of Jonah and Samuel 
certainly helped us as we were 
invited to put ourselves into the 
story: ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant 
is listening’. 

At the beginning of the weekend 
we read the story of the how the wise 
men followed the star. They did not 
know where it would take them, 
but they found themselves at the feet 
of the One they sought. We were 
each given a small wooden star as a 
symbolic reminder that we would be 
led by the Holy Spirit to the Divine. 
We were not disappointed.



      

and did tHoSe fee t  in ancient tiMe?
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8 I N  T H E  F O O T S T E P S 
O F  C H R I S T

From the heights of Masada you see the wilderness and the Jordan Valley Breaking bread in the open air by Galilee

Interns pray at the Western Wall, a 
remnant of the second temple

The salty waters of the Dead Sea support our pilgrims

Six interns from the diocese were blessed by a unique visit to the Holy Land in November as part of their 
year’s experience for young people who are actively thinking about the possibility of fulltime ministry in the 
church. The pilgrimage was devised by the Director of Ordinands, Canon William Gulliford, who says ‘I 
know what impact the opportunity to visit Jerusalem as a young man made to me, and how it affected the 
path of my own ministry. I wanted these young people to have a similar privilege. It is an important way that 
the church can invest in the future, and I am really grateful to the trusts and organisations who generously 
gave grants to make this possible.’ The pilgrims’ pictures by Eduardo Fanfani offer a glimpse of what it means 
to call this land “holy”.

‘I find myself looking at  
the Bible in new and 
different ways.’
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9“ T H E  J O Y S  A N D  S O R R O W S 
O F  E C U M E N I S M ”

Breaking bread in the open air by Galilee

Capernaum on the slopes of Galilee today

Bethlehem, where God became human

Bethlehem, where God became human

The church on the Mount of Olives where Christian’s recall that 
Jesus wept

Carrying the cross through Jerusalem’s narrow streets under 
the gaze of security forces

Less glamorous modern city walls – a reminder of today’s 
tensions

‘Somehow we experienced the joys and sorrows 
of ecumenism. In the Holy Sepulchre we 
witnessed several different Christian churches 
living together under one roof, but certainly 
they were not actively working for the unity of 
the Christian household.’

‘The messiness of the incarnation has become 
more real for me.’

‘I found the peace of Galilee fantastic, but 
Jerusalem somehow made me feel closer 
to Christ, precisely because he came for 
reconciliation, and in Jerusalem you can see 
how much reconciliation is needed.’ 



            
A  P R I N C E  I N  F I N L A N D ,  M U S C O V Y 

M A R R I A G E  A N D  S W I S S  B I K E  B L E S S I N G 

ne w S  a n d  St o r i e S

Chaplain Tuomas Mäkipää and Diana Webster, a longstanding 
member of the Anglican Church in Helsinki and former lay-
chair of the General Synod, were honoured with an introduction 
to the Duke of Cambridge, during his visit to mark the 100th 
Anniversary of Finland’s independence. (Photo: Jussi Tarvainen/ 
British Embassy Helsinki)

The 17 members of  
St Thomas a Becket in 
Hamburg who made a 
pilgrimage to Rome had a 
rare treat when, with Bishop 
David, they were permitted 
to celebrate the eucharist 
in the famous catacombs. 
The pilgrims, aged between 
17 and 70 worshipped in an 
area near the tomb of  
St Marcellinus, Bishop of 
Rome in the late 3rd century. 

Our clergy are always delighted to share life’s happy events as 
Malcolm Rogers, Chaplain in Moscow, observes; “I felt privileged 
to lead a special blessing for Lev and Vasilisa during our main 
service. We pray they will know abundant riches of God’s blessing” 
The happy couple also enjoyed their traditional wedding feast.

Bishop Robert does not normally bless bicycles but in the Swiss city 
of Lugano he enjoyed giving his blessing to Chaplain Nigel Gibson 
who was given an electric bike to mark the thirtieth anniversary of his 
priestly ordination. Lugano is hilly with car parking at a premium so 
the electric boost makes it an ideal way of getting around although it 
is not so easy to ride down the aisle whilst wearing a chasuble. 

At St Andrew’s in Spain’s Costa del Sol, East, chaplaincy family 
and friends celebrated as Evan, Divine, and Shekinah were 
welcomed to the Eucharistic table for the first time.  The children 
received their first Communion from Father Alaric Lewis.

1 0



1 1N A M E ,  N U M B E R  A N D  D E T A I L S
B Y  P E R S O N A L  P E R M I S S I O N

co M i n g  S o o n 
–  ne w  data 
p r o t e c t i o n 
le g i S l at i o n

The world of information and data 
storage is changing in a big way. It will 
affect how Churches, Archdeaconries 
and the diocese store and use personal 
information. Richard Abraham, Business 
Improvement Consultant, has been 
working through new legislation and 
previews the changes we can expect.

What does this mean  
in practice?
Data Protection is about avoiding 
harm to individuals by misusing 
or mismanaging their personal 
data. Generally, the principles of 
the Act require that data is:

c  held lawfully, fairly and 
transparently 

c  collected is for a specific 
purpose, that we only collect 
personal data we need for the 
purpose we are using it

c   kept accurate and up-to-date

c  kept only for as long as 
required to fulfil a specific 
purpose or as required by law

c  held securely and 
confidentially

c   held in such a manner that we 
can demonstrate that we have 
complied with the above

So, what is Personal Data?
Personal data or information is any 
information about a living individual 
which is capable of identifying that 
individual. 

Certain data is also classified as 
Sensitive Personal Data which must 
be treated with extract care, such 
as information relating to a person’s 
ethnic origin, political beliefs, 
religious beliefs, physical and mental 
health or condition.

Can people still ask to see the 
data you hold on them?
In a word, yes and instead of a 40 
day time-frame the information to 
the person making the request must 
be provided within one month. The 
£10 charge is abolished.

So how does this affect the  
Diocese in Europe and what steps 
are being taken?
With the Diocese working closely with 
colleagues in Church House and dioceses 
across the UK to look at the best means 
to implement the new Act. There is a 
meeting is scheduled for 8 February 2018 
(as The European Anglican was going to 
print) where we will look to finalise our 
data protection statements, data sharing 
protocols, guidance on the difference 
between personal and non-personal 
information and the practical steps that 
may need to be taken to ensure we 
comply with the Act at both a Diocesan 
and chaplaincy level. We aim to share 
more information with Chaplaincies after 
this meeting and well before the new 
legislation come into effect in May 2018.

Legislation protecting how 
organisations use the personal information 
of individuals has been around for decades, 
but in May 2018 the GDPR 2018 (General 
Data Protection Regulation) will replace 
the DPA 1998 (Data Protection Act) and 
will require organisations to enhance 
how they collect, manage and delete 
the personal data of individuals. Similar 
legislation is going through both the 
European and British Parliaments, so it 
will apply to chaplaincies in the Diocese.

Over recent months the Diocese has 
been liaising with the Church of England 
Record Management department and a 
group of 26 Dioceses implementing a new 
database for the Church. Through this we 
are working to ensure that we treat the 
personal data of people interacting with 
the Diocese so that we comply with the 
law and the spirit of the law.



te a Bag 
coMpoSt  
Get everyone to save their used 
tea bags and dry them out, writes 
Rev Doreen Cage from Malaga. 
They must be dried so that they 
don’t go mouldy!! Then empty the 
bags and collect the dried tea. 
Cut up the discarded bags and 
save them. Use old newspapers 
or magazine pages to make bags/
envelopes. Put the dried tea in 
the bags and top with some of 
the cut up (compostable) tea 
bags. Sell these at your fetes or 
fairs with the instructions: ‘Add 
the contents to your peat free 
compost or sprinkle on top of 
your pots or plots and water.                                   

Composting tea bags is a 
“green” method of disposal and 
terrific for the health of all your 
plants, providing organic matter 
to increase drainage while 
maintaining moisture, promoting 
earthworms, increasing oxygen 
levels and maintaining soil 
structure for a more beautiful 
garden.

Rev Elizabeth Bussmann, diocesan 
Environment Officer says we are all 
called to be good stewards of God’s earth, 
and that voluntary carbon offsetting is a 
great way to do this. So, they help people 
to offset unavoidable carbon emissions 
by supporting community forestry and 
cook-stove projects in Ghana, Kenya and 
Mexico. 

Carbon offsetting is based on 
calculating how much CO2 is emitted 
by a certain activity that one does, and 
then funding a project designed to reduce 
carbon emissions by the same amount 
elsewhere, such as renewable energy or 
forestry. This is supposed to ‘neutralise’ 
the effects of our emissions. ‘Ethical 
Consumer’ recommends offsetting at 
the level of individual projects (rather 
than just giving to a company’s whole 
portfolio) because this is the level at 
which there is most information available. 
That is why offsetting through Climate 
Stewards is a good thing – its projects are 
sustainable long term and bring multiple 
benefits for the communities they work 
together with.

T R E E  M I N D E D  E N V I R O N M E N T
H A S  B R A N C H E S  E V E R Y W H E R E
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welcoMe to “cliMate StewardS”  
in our eco-dioceSe

How it works
YOU
Each of us has a carbon footprint. 
In the UK the average individual’s 

annual footprint is 9.07 tonnes of 
CO2. This is fairly typical for a European 
country. Our footprint contributes to climate 
change.

REDUCE
We can start making our carbon 
footprint smaller by considering 
what we  can reduce – for example, 

flying less, saving energy at home or buying 
green energy.

LIFESTYLE
Our carbon footprint is influenced 
directly by our lifestyle – the things 
we do, the places we go and what 

we consume. We need to think about our life 
style, and then act.

OFFSET
We will never get our own carbon 
footprint to zero, but we can 
offset what’s left and help both 

communities in the developing world and our 
common home, the earth.

The money you pay to offset your carbon 
footprint funds carbon reduction projects 
(example below of tree planting in Ghana). 
See www.climatestewards.org for more 
information and ideas.

Reduce what you can… 
offset the rest!

learn froM tHe tree of environMental knowledge

1  Communities decide where to plant

2   Local people are paid to clear 
sites before planting

3   Everyone gets involved 
in planting

4   90% of the trees are 
native species

5   Tree growth is 
monitored

6   Regular weeding and fire 
breaks are crucial

12   10% of trees provide income 
mango, cashew, oil palm, citrus

11   Site co-ordinators provide 
advice and support

10   Sites are visited regularly

9   Provision of incentives for schools 
and communities – seeds, 
beehives and payment for labour

8   Trees provide a learning 
environment for school

7   Trees restore biodiversity



1 3T H E  P A S T  I S  A 
F O R E I G N  C O U N T R Y

On Good Friday members of  
St Christopher’s on Spain’s Costa Azahar 
will climb the mountain overlooking the 
Mediterranean seaside town of Vinaros. 
On the mountain fourteen Stations of the 
Cross lead from an ancient monastery for 
a quarter of a mile up a winding path to a 
huge crucifix overlooking the sea and the 
mountains.

It is a traditional devotional pilgrimage 
to follow Christ on his journey to the 
Cross. Elsewhere in this part of Spain 
there will be processions, passion plays and 
solemn services before the celebratory joy 
of Easter Day.

Eighty years ago, on Good Friday, the 
beach at Vinaros witnessed a different 
scene. General Franco’s troops had moved 
across northern Spain and fought their way 
down the long Ebro Valley to reach the 
Mediterranean coast. The soldiers shouted 
gleefully “La Mare, la mare” like children 
on a holiday outing. They relaxed, raised 
the Nationalist flag and stood round a 
wooden cross.

Other soldiers in Vinaros headed for 
the ancient Catholic church and, like Jesus 
with the money changers in the temple, 
hurled out the Republican troops who for 
months had used the church as barracks 
and had ridden in and out of the main 
doorway on their horses before stabling 
the beasts inside.

That Holy Week (Semana Santa) the 
Civil War, which had begun in 1936 and 
was to last another year saw Franco succeed 
in breaking the Republican power base 
along the eastern Mediterranean coast into 
two. He set his sights on a southward push 
towards Valencia where the violence and 
atrocities continued in the countryside. The 
victors were avenging the violence of the 
past two years when the ruling Republicans 
had enjoyed their own “ethnic cleansing” 
with attacks and executions of landowners 
and of the priests and nuns who were seen 
as part of the generalissimo’s army.

The bullet marks of those 
executions can still be found, 

along with ornate memorials 
in cemeteries mourning the 

loss of faithful priests. 

tH e  g H o S t S  o f 
S e M a n a  Sa n ta

In the years after La Guerra (Civil War) 
the ransacked churches were cleansed 
and rebuilt and the Spanish dictatorship 
began a purge of those responsible for 
the desecration. That purge continued 
for at least ten years with imprisonment 
and summary executions. 

The events of Easter week in 1938 
are still remembered in this part of 
Spain. Family feuds continue under the 
guise of local politics. The secret graves 
of the victims are still being uncovered. 
The Roman Catholic church is despised 
by those with strong Republican 
sympathies and long memories. An 
Anglican chaplain in a clerical collar 
can still evoke hard stares and apathy. 
For a farewell some will say adios 
(committing you to God) while others 
avoid religion and settle for hasta luego 
(see you soon).

But as those memories fade churches 
are displaying memorials, not just to 
those on the winning side, but to all 
victims of violence. Eighty years on, 
Good Friday prayers will concentrate 
on the words from the cross; “Father, 
forgive” and the lessons of the past may 
point to a desire for the “Peace of God 
which passes all understanding”.

Memorial plaque on church wall 2018

Ruined church in village of Corbera d’Ebro

welcoMe to “cliMate StewardS”  
in our eco-dioceSe

7   Trees restore biodiversity

Soldiers on Vinaros beach – Good Friday 1938

Vinaros main church used as stables and 
garrison in 1938



P E O P L E  A N D 
P L A C E S

cl e r g y  o n  
t H e  M o v e

WELCOME TO
Canon Malcolm McNeille 
Bradshaw MBE currently 
retired, is Chaplain of St 
George’s, Venice with Christ 
Church, Trieste, Italy.  

Rev Louis Peter Darrant, 
formerly Curate, Church of St 
Paul, Wilton Place, London 
became Chaplain of St 
Christopher’s on Spain’s Costa 
Azahar in February.

Canon Anthony William 
Dickinson, Vicar of St Francis, 
Terriers in the diocese of Oxford 
becomes Chaplain of the Holy 
Ghost, Genova, Italy from March. 

Canon Vincent Charles Oram, 
formerly Vicar of Holy Trinity with 
Christ the King, Stevenage is 
now Chaplain of Costa Almeria 
and Costa Calida in Spain.  

Rev Geoffrey Philip Read, 
CMD Advisor in Colchester 
and Associate Minister, St 
John’s, Colchester is to be 
Chaplain of the Anglican Church, 
Luxembourg from March. 

Canon Brian George Rodford, 
retired, is now Chaplain of St 
Mary the Virgin, Twente (with 
Weldam and Goor) in The 
Netherlands.

Rev Donald Roger Witts, 
retired, is to be Assistant 
Chaplain of the Church of the 
Holy Spirit, Costa Blanca, Spain, 
from April. 

Rev Dennis Andrew Woodward, 
formerly Assistant Curate in 
Tonbridge (Kent) is now Port 
Chaplain, Mission to Seafarers, 
Rotterdam and also Assistant 
Curate of St Mary’s, Rotterdam, 
in The Netherlands.

LEAVING US
Canon Matthew Henry Harrison, 
Chaplain of St George’s, Paris, 
resigns from the end of April.

Rev Alaric Lewis, Chaplain of 
St Andrew’s, Costa del Sol East, 
Spain moves to a new post in 
the Diocese of Norwich in April.
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froM copenHagen to tHe c of e

it waS tHe icing 
on tHe cake on 
tHe Big day!

cHurcHeS in 
BelgiuM unite 
in HoSpitalit y

Members of St Alban’s church, Copenhagen were 
delighted at news that Tashi Lassalle is the new Director 
of Communications for the Church of England as they 
remember her role in church life in Denmark. She 
comes to her new task in Church House, Westminster 
with the practical experience of the diversity and 
uniqueness of the 42nd diocese in the C of E Former 

Chaplain Jonathan LLoyd says “Tashi was an active member of St Alban’s when 
I served there. It is good that we have someone who has been part of Diocese in 
Europe in her new role.” 

There are various formal aspects of 
welcoming a new chaplain but at St 
John’s, St Raphael, on France’s Côte 
d’Azur Rev Dr Tom Wilson’s licensing 
service ended with a special cake to 
mark the occasion. Representatives 
of neighbouring Anglican churches 
and other denominations supported 
Archdeacon Meurig Williams and the 
Area Dean Canon Giles Williams in 
a service which was streamed live on 
the congregation’s Facebook page. As 
Chaplain Tom and his wife Dawn found 
it was the icing on the cake for them – 
and tasty too.

Canon Jack McDonald writes; “We 
welcome the recent agreement between 
the Federal Government, the community 
of Sant’Egidio and all the Recognised 
Religions in Belgium (Catholic, 
Anglican, Protestant, Orthodox, Jewish, 
Muslim) to collaborate to welcome 
150 extra Syrian refugees to Belgium 
between Christmas 2017 and Christmas 
2018 as part of what is known as the 
‘Couloir Humanitaire’ programme. 

“We are delighted that the Anglican 
churches in Belgium have been able to 
collectively contribute to this important 

project and have jointly committed, with 
the other Anglican parishes in Belgium, to 
welcome one Syrian family of 4 people for 
a maximum of 12 months. The Mission 
Committee of Holy Trinity, Brussels, has 
already allocated 5000 Euros towards the 
cost of hosting this family, though we are 
still seeking additional funding to ensure 
we have enough budgeted to cover the 
costs for a family for a year.”

Rev Dr Frank Hegedűs, chaplain at 
Saint Margaret’s Budapest, observes 
that it is never too early to catch the 
spirit of ecumenism. Bishop David, who 
was visiting, shared the joys of being One 
in Christ with these youngsters at Saint 
Stephen’s Basilica in the Hungarian 
capital during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity in January.



R A I S I N G  M I S S I O N 
A W A R E N E S S
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Marie  JoinS  uSpg a S 
dio ce San rep  for  europe
The Anglican mission agency USPG 
has welcomed a new representative to 
help in promoting its work around the 
Diocese in Europe.

Marie De Coster, who attends  
St George’s Memorial Church, in Ieper, 
Belgium, will support USPG by giving 
talks in churches, organising mission-
focused events, and raising awareness 
about the work of Anglican churches in 
Europe and around the world.

‘I am very excited about my new 
volunteering role,’ said Marie. ‘The 
main core value of USPG for me is that 
the people we are trying to help are not 
just names or faces in faraway lands, but 
real people who are part of our global 
family. 

‘Hearing the stories of the world 
church in action, one could be 
overwhelmed by both the challenges and 
the example of love in action. But USPG 
makes our brothers and sisters around 
the world reachable and knowable even 
though the work of mission is so vast.’

She added: ‘The important thing to 
remember is that we are part of a global 
Anglican family with Christ’s love at 
its core.’

Marie describes herself as having 
a wide portfolio. She is a teacher 
of Anglican religious education, 
a scientific researcher, and a tour 
operator for Belgian schools. She says 
her passions are the environment, inter 
faith dialogue, and providing learning 
opportunities for children.

Marie and her husband set up home 
in Belgium in 2007 and she has been 
attending St George’s since 2010.

USPG is a 300-year-old Anglican 
mission agency that started life with the 
remit of supporting former members 
of the Church of England who had 
emigrated to North America.

Over the centuries, USPG has 
been at the heart of many radical 
and pioneering initiatives in mission, 
including providing support for some 
of the first female and indigenous 
missionaries and priests.

Today, USPG has a focus on working 
in partnership with Anglican Churches 
throughout the world so that together 
we can be ‘the hands and feet of Christ’ 
in local communities.

USPG’s association with Europe is 
as old as the diocese. Currently, USPG 
is supporting a wide range of mission 
programmes. In Greece, USPG is 
supporting unaccompanied girl refugees 

and young Syrian adults who have no 
access to education and employment. 
USPG is also supporting practical 
outreach to migrants in Morocco and is 
supporting a Sudanese priest who works 
with refugees in Finland.

USPG offers a wide range of free 
resources for individuals and churches, 
including a magazine, email newsletter, 
prayer diary, bible study booklets and 
worship resources. To find out more, 
visit www.uspg.org.uk or email  
info@uspg.org.uk

Be v ’S  ca M er a  wo r k  o n diS p l ay  i n  BruS S el S
Bev Lloyd Roberts from St Alban’s church 
Copenhagen has won Bishop Robert’s 
photography competition with an action 
picture of her church choir’s annual 
Shrove Tuesday pancake race.
Her picture was chosen by the Bishop and 
has been framed and now hangs on the 
wall in his office. Bev is an experienced 
photographer and has said that her work 
at the lens and shutter is her personal 
distinctive Christian ministry which she 
uses for God’s glory.

If you would like get 
involved with USPG  
as a local volunteer, 
phone USPG 
Volunteering Manager 

Rebecca Woollgar on 0207 921 2220  
or email rebeccaw@uspg.org.uk
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–  T H A N K  Y O U

tHe editor’S word iS final 

she brings a fresh look at our work 
she is also reviewing our publications 
including The European Anglican. 
We have not pleased everyone over 
the years with either too much serious 
matter, not enough pictures or too 
frivolous a style etc., but our aim has 
been to produce a vibrant periodical 
showcasing our amazing diocese and 
the wealth of characters within it.

As editor, chief reporter, advance 
diary planner and all the other tasks 
involved I have been in some very 
privileged situations. I recall leaning 
against a pillar in Westminster Abbey 
as the Queen distributed the Royal 
Maundy to folk from the diocese, 
with the gentle advice from security 
officers; “You’ll be all right there 
with your camera. Just don’t move or 
you’ll be shot!”

There have been several 
memorable trips to the Cathedral 
in Gibraltar, especially for Bishop 
Geoffrey’s farewell service and for 
Bishop Robert’s installation.  Last 
year I was wielding the diocesan 
camera in All Saint’s, Rome for 
an afternoon visit by the Pope and 
allowed to position myself in the 
pulpit when the rest of the media 
scrum were glaring daggers because 
of my privileged eyrie. It was also an 

First, a confession. When I applied 
for the Communications role I knew 
that it included the task of editing 
this magazine. “Did I have the 
relevant experience?” they asked. 
“Oh yes, of course!” I replied. Well, 
I had edited church magazines in 
England and produced an in-house 
newsletter for the local Rotary Club 
but apart from that my journalistic 
experience was in broadcasting.

I learned on the job and learned 
quickly. From the outset I applied a 
little BBC Local Radio philosophy. 
A county radio station needs to 
reflect every corner of the territory 
not just the major towns or cities so 
we have tried to include all compass 
points of our diverse diocese in each 
edition.

I also discovered that it takes 
a long time to get to understand 
the Diocese in Europe, ashamed 
to be reminded in an email that 
Czechoslovakia was long since gone 
and divided into two countries. I also 
found the legal eagle eye of Bishop 
David was invaluable at proof reading 
stages to prevent me making other 
howlers in print.

I am delighted that a good friend 
Liz Hudson is taking on the task as 
Communications Consultant. As 

education to act as media minder and 
chief reporter for Archbishop Justin’s 
one-day visit to Brussels when I 
discovered his monumental stamina – 
and gift of being able to power nap.

Communications have changed 
greatly in almost 13 years in the job. 
In 2005 the diocesan website was 
a novelty and instant editing was a 
dream. Latterly up-to-the-minute 
reports with audio soundbites have 
allowed our Synods to be shared 
rapidly around the diocese. The 
Twitter feed has made our daily 
prayer diary and news headlines more 
accessible and an in-house newsletter 
distributed by email seems to have 
been appreciated.

I have also enjoyed reading the 
variety of church newsletters and 
magazines sent in to the diocesan 
office. They show the wealth of 
journalistic talent at local level and 
on occasions have thrown up some 
fascinating articles worthy of a wider 
audience which we have reproduced 
in this publication.

To the many who have helped, 
advised, offered critical analysis and 
encouragement – the multitude which 
no-one could number – “Thank you” 
and I look forward to the next edition 
due out in the Summer. 
rev paul needle  

Some years ago it seemed like a good idea to include an editorial 
in The European Anglican. They were fun to write and, I hope, 
offered some food for thought. More recently, an ever increasing 
supply of news and feature material squeezed out the editorial. For 
this edition, number 77, which is my 50th production and coincides 
with my retirement from the role of Diocesan Communications 
Officer the back page was reserved for a final few words.


