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Cover photo: Every Christian 
missionary needs a little support.
Rev Clifford Owen, is sponsored by
two youngsters as he travels by boat
on the first stage of his cycle ride
from Corfu to Athens. Read his 
own account on page 7.

T H EE U R O P E A N
A N G L I C A N

H A I L
“ T H E S U N O F R I G H T E O U S N E S S ”

“There is nothing new under the sun” warns the
Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes reminding us
that the old, tried and true message of the gospel
we proclaim in our churches around Europe finds
new expressions in the Summer sunshine. 

Despite the early date of Easter a
sunrise start to the Festive Sunday
brought church members in Tenerife
South onto the beach, recalling
another waterside in Galilee where the
risen Lord revealed himself. This
edition features more pictures of
Easter around Europe. 

We recall that although many
churches expand their work to cater
for the holiday crowds with special
seasonal services older cities and
more northerly parts of Europe
continue their steady ministry as it has
gone on for centuries.

On the Costa del Sol in early May
the BBC were busy recording an
edition of Songs of Praise for
transmission later this year. The
outdoor location meant that however
fervent the singing there was no
danger of literally raising the roof. 

Lowering the roof on developments
at the church in Stuttgart reminds us
that although some churches in the
diocese are totally owned and
maintained by Anglican congregations
many more are shared with a variety
of other Christian denominations who
generously make them available for
English worship services.

In a new venture for this publication,
when we invited members of the
church in Coutances in France to tell
us about themselves they produced a
complete page which we offer as a
“Do it Yourself” report other
congregations may wish to try.

Whether you have story ideas, news
reports, pictures or a finished page we
urge you to keep sending us items to
include in our publication linking ministry
in 45 countries, across 9 time zones
and with over 270 centres of worship.

B E A C H  W E L C O M E  F O R  T H E  R I S E N  L O R D2
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N E W S T E E P L E

F O R S T U T T G A R T

The renovation project for St
Catherine’s church Stuttgart featured
in The European Anglican in
Autumn 2006 has now moved a
highly visible step forward with the
replacement of the miniature belfry,
the “Dachreiter”, which had become
dangerously unstable.A generous gift
from the Wüstenrot Foundation
enabled the restoration committee to
complete Stage 2, the re-roofing of
the entire church.This is the second
of a total of four stages in the
restoration: the first, the renovation of
the interior, was completed early last
year; the third, the draining of the
whole site and the stabilising of the
foundations, should be done this year;
and the fourth, the renovation of the
outer stonework and of the windows,
will be started concurrently and
completed when funds are available.

The Anglican community, who
have always been warmly and
generously treated by the church’s
owners, the Old Catholic
congregation, are working closely
together with them on the project.
Included in a number of fundraising
events was an evening of English
Music Hall, M.C.’d with Texan verve
by our Chaplain, the Rev Kenneth
Dimmick.

Further information may be
found on the Old Catholics’ website,
http://stuttgart.alt-katholisch.info.
For details of financial contributions
still needed contact Christopher
Sloan, who is the Secretary of the
Stuttgart Anglican Chaplaincy (e-mail
chrsloan@yahoo.com, subject “Save
St Catherine’s”).

Christopher Sloan 

Lifting the steeple framework into
position and gently lowering the
bells (pictures by Werner Glaser)
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For the last seven years the Anglican Church in
Palma (Mallorca) has been trying, with no success, to
find a donkey to lead their outdoor Palm Sunday
procession.As Chaplain, Robert Ellis, says,“I just
couldn’t believe how difficult it was to find one when
there are so many donkeys kept on the island. But at
last we were loaned one from a kind owner near
Bunyola and Chula the donkey was an absolute star. It
wasn’t a gimmick,because it’s part of the drama of
Holy Week. I think both adults and children found it a
useful reminder of the original story.”

In Ypres, church members
commemorated The Last Supper
on Maundy Thursday
Evening with an Agapè meal in the
Church Hall. Chaplain Raymond
Jones presides over the event at the
head of the same table where Holy
Communion had been celebrated
earlier. Rita Loriot is standing to
receive thanks for preparing the
spread.

Church members
on the Costa Del
Sol also worked to
provide the
traditional Easter
Garden in miniature
to welcome the
celebrations of the
risen Christ.

Enthusiastic volunteers at St Andrews Costa
del Sol (East) made 400 palm crosses from the
distinctive leaves in a short space of time.
Mediterranean churches have the benefit of
palm trees growing in many local gardens.
Newcomers who had never learned the art of
folding soon picked up the necessary skills and
the finished crosses were used to supply the
local Roman Catholic congregation as well.
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A C R O S S  E U R O P E

Good Friday in Teneriffe included the traditional
portrayal of the “Passion of Christ” a spectacular re-
enactment with a cast of hundreds – a wonderful way
to experience the emotions of those days. It was
followed by a complete contrast with The Stations of
the Cross in San Eugenio Church where chaplain
Keith Gordon says “Everyone was moved to tears
with the words and the music.”

Children’s Easter artwork
from Christ Church,Vienna.

There can be few more beautiful settings for a
Palm Sunday procession than the seafront in
Alcossebre on the Costa Azahar in the Valencia
region of Spain.Although it was not possible to
find a donkey for the procession there were more
than twenty Harley Davidson motorcycles
gathered nearby for a more secular and noisy
celebration!

Palm Blessing in Budapest with
Rev Denis Moss and members of
the congregation.
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C O U T A N C E S  C H U R C H  –  I N

T H E I R  O W N  W O R D S

‘I had a dream’ said Pat
Laws in 1999.

The Holy Spirit was
telling her of the need for
an English speaking church
in Normandy. She spoke to
other ex-pat friends and
soon a ‘gang of eight’ was
formed.This included Mike

Brooke, who is now our licensed Lay Reader and his
wife Linda, who is one of our church wardens.They
began the search for the pathway which would lead
them through the complicated and often confusing
strict French Laws and obvious language complications,
to finally be accepted as a growing organisation of
English speaking people, who desired to honour and
worship God through Jesus Christ in their own tongue.

In 2002 four services were held in small chapels and
the homes of the eight. In 2003 an opportunity arose
for them to speak with Bishop Geoffrey Rowell when
he visited Dinard.The first annual General meeting was
held in January in 2004 when they were visited by Rev.
Canon Anthony Wells, the then Archdeacon of France
who resided in Paris.

The next major move was when Linda Brooke
managed to acquire the use of the chapel in the Lycée
Germain in Coutances, where she works, which is still
our home today.We had been accepted by Bishop
Rowell and we became the ‘Congregation within the
Diocese in Europe’.With the help of retired priests
John Marvel and Mark Vidal-Hall services were held
once a month, but we desperately needed our very own
minister. It was then that God revealed his plan and
blessed us with Lay Reader Peter Hales, who became
‘Minister in Charge’.

Things really begin to happen. Peter had already
formed a good relationship with Pere Louise
Deschamps, who is the Roman Catholic Ecumenical
Officer of the Diocese of Coutances,Avranches and 

the Isles.
Peter Hales

and his whole
team, including
Mike Brooke and
our newly retired
Priest Jan Taylor
(who had
received a
personal
invitation from
the Bishop) with
her Lay Reader
husband Rob.

They were placed smack in the middle of the
Cathedral.To say this caused a stir is putting it mildly.
Our woman Priest was, we believe, the first lady to be
in the Cathedral in this capacity.

Now the plot thickens. During Bishop David’s visit
the Churchwardens asked if it was possible for Peter to
be ordained a priest and to take over the role of
Chaplain to Christ Church Coutances.They pointed
out that Peter has already completed the first two of the
Southern Diocesan Training Scheme and had been
accepted by ACCM. Bishop David stated that it could
be possible for this to happen. Later that evening he
spoke to Peter about pursuing his vocation as a priest.
After a sleepless night of prayer Peter went to Bishop
David and said that he was still certain that “Our Lord”
was calling him and that he knew he had to answer that
call. Subsequently Peter has been accepted by the
Diocesan Discernment team and now awaits the
Bishops Advisory Panel which will take place in June. It
is hoped that Peter will be ordained a Deacon in
September or October this year.

T H E  F U T U R E
The church continues to be blessed and its ministry
continues to expand. Because of the large catchment
area it is not possible for the ministry team to visit
everyone. More members of the church are becoming
involved in the pastoral ministry and it is hoped that
this will continue to grow, as our catchment area is
6,000sq km.There is currently a need to provide more
opportunities for worship in the Southern end of the
area.The first service will be held in Vezin on the
Sunday after Easter.All involved in the ministry of the
church are excited by the possibilities of growth that
“Our Lord” is planning for us, and pray that we are able
to do His work.

Peter Hales - Pat Laws

C H R I S T C H U R C H C O U TA N C E S N O R M A N D Y,  F R A N C E

Bishop Stanislas Lalanne with our team in the joint
service which was held in both French and English on
the 25th January 2008 in Coutances.

In July the new French Bishop of
Coutances, Stanislas Lalanne
was ordained.

For a monthly Newsletter by e-mail contact Penny on penny.estlin@wanadoo.fr

Web site - www.christchurchcoutances.com
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C L I F F O R D C YC L E S

F O R T H F R O M C O R F U
Battling the cold and winds of January, 65 year old Rev
Clifford Owen completed his sponsored bike-ride from
Igoumenitsa to Athens. He recorded his experiences 
in a diary of the event

DAY I IGOUMENITSA to LEFKAS

I set off from Corfu on the ferry ‘Pantocrator’ in a sea-mist which lifted shortly after leaving

the keyside. The ride ‘proper’ began at IGOUMENITSA with the sign saying ‘ATHINA 479k’ and

a three mile climb up around the headland. The road is the main trunk road but with a

cycle lane for long sections and although traffic is fast, virtually all vehicles signalled and

pulled out in good time around me. I had a rear view mirror and a fluorescent cycle jacket. 

Averaging about 12 mph I had a long run down to PREVEZA where I was met by a church

member from Lefkada who took me and my steed through the tunnel as bicyles are banned! 

He left me at the toll booths south of the tunnel, and I completed the last 17 miles on to

LEFKAS, bringing the day’s total to 74 miles. After a hot shower, I was privileged to celebrate

a communion service with the Lefkada congregation before dinner. Back at the hotel I didn’t

require much rocking.

DAY 4 CORINTH to ATHENS.

I awoke to the sound of a strong wind. It wasn’t

Pentecost! The bedroom curtains were waving, and it

whistled through the scaffolding at the front of the hotel.

‘Oh no’, I thought, ‘not again’. The Gulf of Corinth

looked as though a full Force 8 was blowing across it,

but the wind had backed still further round to the

north. I now had the wind on my beam, with

occasional gusts ahead and behind of me. 

With Athens just 15 miles away I soon encountered the

Elefsina by-pass which funnels traffic at motorway

speeds onto a three lane urban dual carriageway,

with just a rough cycle track, badly broken up. With a

combination of prayer, yellow jersey, and sheer

foolhardiness, I managed to stay on the road until it

neared Athens and traffic lights brought the traffic

to a crawl. At last I saw the Acropolis in the distance

and knew where I was. I pushed open the

churchyard gate of St. Pauls where Virginia the

Verger was awaiting me. Soon we were joined by

Canon Malcolm Bradshaw, who opened up the crypt

and a welcome bottle of sparkling wine.

P.S. So many people contributed to make this ride

successful. I became conscious of how the Anglican

Churches in Greece need each other. I caught a

whiff of how St. Paul must have felt trekking all

those miles, even without a bike. I take my hat off

to him! But above all Thanks be to God for His

protection on some quite dangerous roads.

Greece is a beautiful country to tour in, and we

must thank the Almighty for that too.

DAY 2 LEFKAS to PATRAS

I knew from studying maps that today would be the ‘big one’. Greece is far from flat and

there was a longish climb out of Amphilochia, just as the students were walking down the hill

from the ‘Lykeio’(secondary school)  A number cheered as they saw me grinding uphill. (The

yellow jersey made it look serious!) There was one last lonely and cold stretch in the dark,

before we began the descent. I say ‘we’ because I found myself facing a fast descent in the

company of three heavy lorries, a van, and numerous cars on a narrow winding stretch.

There was no room to pass, a crash barrier to the right…and a mountain on the left. There

seemed no alternative but to let the bike roll down at traffic speed (25-30mph) with me in the

convoy! Soon I saw the lights of ANDIRION ahead and just beyond it the magnificent new

PATRAS BRIDGE over the Gulf of Corinth. Opened in 2004 it is about the same length as the

Forth or Severn suspension bridges in England and beautifully illuminated at night in

orange and blue. 

DAY 3 PATRAS to CORINTH  

Cycling is a bit akin to sailing. However confident one feels, there is always the unknown.

After the 105 miles yesterday, 75-80 to Corinth looked a doddle. Prayers for safety had been

answered. There had been no rain so far, and I was all set to pass down the ‘old road’ which

is now by-passed by the new toll road highway. However I hadn’t bargained for the wind - a

stiff easterly breeze blowing off the Gulf of Corinth. It wasn’t too bad at first, but as the day

wore on the sea turned ripples to white horses and by afternoon I faced a Force 6 blowing in

my face. Where I would normally be gliding at 14 mph, I was now down to single figure

speeds, little more than walking pace. I couldn’t enjoy the scenery as all my

efforts were concentrated in making progress. On top of that some of the

road surfaces were bad. A rough road, a sore backside, and a wind to cool

you is not a good combination! That evening I spent some minutes thinking

about St. Paul and his Epistles to the Corinthians. I read some of the second

epistle where he is dealing with some of the problems of the church there. I

felt a bit selfish as I reflected on his hardships, when all I wanted was a

kebab and a bed for the night.

I have done many long distance cycle rides or runs for

and as a fundraiser for Holy Trinity Church I decided

to tackle Corfu to Athens over four days - 70-80 miles a

day, with one bag on the back rack, plus ‘bum-bag’ and

‘camel’(a drink supply which enables one to sip all day

without stopping). 



N E W S I N B R I E F
I N S H O R T

On the ball in Basle
On Friday 6th June – the afternoon of
the opening game of Euro 2008 the
Anglican Church in Basle plans to
join other local churches for an open-
air service on the fan-mile area on the
Münsterplatz to mark the start of the
tournament. The Service is being
hosted by the local ecumenical
Council of Churches and
masterminded by Bruno Waldvogel (a
writer and producer of the musical
Basileia) from the Gellert Church.

Ecumenical step forward in Corfu
During a visit to Corfu and Albania
the diocesan bishop met the Greek
Metropolitan of Corfu and the Ionian
Islands: Archbishop Nektarios in St.
Spiridon's church on Easter evening.
Gifts were exchanged by the two
leaders who also enjoyed discussion
on shared interests. Bishop Geoffrey
was presented with a copy of the
history of St. Spiridon Church, where
the saint's relics are held (legend says
he was at Chalcedon in 451!).

Forty years on 
Canon Chad Coussmaker, OBE, has
recently completed 40 years of
ministry in the Diocese in Europe,
serving first in Istanbul, then Sliema,
then Antwerp and finally Moscow
before retiring to the South of France
where he is still active in helping out.

French invitation for “English” saint
Rev Ann Gillibrand from the Poitou-
Charentes group of churches has
been invited by a local Roman Catholic
priest to a special ecumenical service
in Chabanais, based on the Anglican
service of Evensong to mark St George’s
Day. The suggestion follows celebrations
of St Andrew’s day in Exideuil-sur-Vienne
and St Patrick’s day at Montbron.

O S T E N D T H E N A N D N O W

The Anglican Community in the Belgian port of Ostend is looking forward to a
restoration project which begins next year on a building which belongs to the
Town and where work is being funded entirely by the local city authority and the
Provincial Government.A leap of faith by the town and Province to find
approximately €630,000. A more historic view of the church interior shows how
things have already changed over the years.

B E LG I A N S C H O O L
V I S I T

They say
education
is a two
way
process.
Diocesan
bishop
Geoffrey

visited St Paul’s British Primary
School in Tervuren where it caters
for children in the Brussels area of
Belgium and has strong links with
the local Anglican church. Using his
pectoral cross the bishop talked to
youngsters about faith and in return
they tried to improve his I.T. skills at
the computer keyboard.

A moment of triumph over Gallic
bureaucracy! Rev David Evans puts
pen to paper in the presence of the
Mayor and a lawyer to transfer the
ownership the Eglise from
SPG/USPG and the Diocese in
Europe to the Commune de Vernet les
Bains. Since 2006 Sunday Eucharists
have been held in the Roman
Catholic Chapelle de Notre Dame
du Paradis the congregation has been
blessed with a tripling of
communicants and of collections.

V E R N E T S I G N I N G

8 B I S H O P  B O N E S  U P  O N  I . T .



A Q U I TA I N E R E T R E AT

Children can be perceptive critics of events and
when the Chaplaincy of Aquitaine in France
enjoyed a weekend retreat some of the 13
children reflected:- “I liked Belloc because we
played lots and lots of games and did lots of
drawings.”“The monks were very friendly and
welcoming and wore blue jumper things instead of
gowns.”“There were loads of games and activities for
the younger children.The little ones were talking
about God and drawing pictures, and the teenagers
were playing music in the room next door.”

St. Mary's Rotterdam celebrated its
300th anniversary in April with a
visit by Queen Beatrix of the
Netherland and other dignitaries.
After the service where Bishop
Geoffrey presided and preached she
went to the Church Hall to sign the
visitors book and to be presented

Sunrise in the Andorran snow
10 brave church members from
Andorra greeted Easter Day at
6.30am 2,069 metres up a mountain
in temperatures of -10ºC – not to
mention the wind chill factor!
Undeterred they sang, prayed and
listened to the Easter gospel although
Marc Pià their valiant, young Andorran
pianist, reported mini snow-drifts
nestling between the keys. The service
ended with a bravura rendering of
Jesus Christ is Risen Today which
apparently startled the ski lift
attendant who arrived for work
unaware of the keeping of ancient
Easter traditions. 

HRH Princess Benedikte of
Denmark attended a concert and
Evensong at St Michael’s Beaulieu-
sur-Mer marking the 25th anniversary
of the regular use of St Michael’s by
the Church of Denmark congregation
on the Riviera.  The Princess also
unveiled a memorial plaque to her

great-grandfather, H.R.H. The
Duke of Connaught, who was

a resident of Beaulieu
between the wars and a
regular worshipper at the
church.  The Archdeacon of
France, The Ven. Kenneth
Letts, also blessed a new
font cover, the gift of two
current parishioners, in
the presence of its
designer, the distinguished

ecclesiastical architect
Donald Buttress CBE.

9R O Y A L  V I S I T O R  I N  R O T T E R D A M

R OT T E R D A M R OYA L E V E N T

with flowers by 8 year old 
Maryse Barends.
Chaplain Rev Steve Axtell showed
the royal guest a photo exhibition,
which included images from 1958
when as Princess Beatrix she 
visited St. Mary’s Church for its
250th anniversary.



1 0   A T  T H E  G O I N G  D O W N  O F  T H E
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T H E I R N A M E L I V E T H F O R E V E R M O R E

Canon Ray Jones, the Chaplain in Ypres, has been working
alongside the Commonwealth War Graves Commission in the
World War 1 Battlefields of Belgium since 2000. Although much 
of his work has involved conducting burial services for the remains
of soldiers discovered by farmers in the course of ploughing or by
industrial and housing development, he receives frequent requests
from families for him to say prayers or conduct memorial services
at the graveside of relatives killed during what was known as “The
Great War” and ironically “The war to end all wars!”

The Commission maintains war cemeteries and memorials
throughout our vast Diocesan area and Ray says:-
“I am sure that visitors to these areas would
appreciate the support of our
Chaplains in offering pastoral
care, praying with them at
the graveside”

Canon Jones is exploring, on
behalf of the Communications Committee,
together with the Director General of the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission,
ways in which our Chaplains may offer
pastoral support to visitors and to his staff
across our Diocese.

In 1914, Fabian Ware, the commander
of a Red Cross Unit, landed in
France. He was struck by the
appalling loss of life and by the lack
of any organisation to mark and
record the graves of fallen soldiers.
He began campaigning ceaselessly to
persuade the War Office of the
importance of commemorating the
brave sacrifice of men and women
from all over the British Empire.

As early as 1916, while the First
World War raged,Ware was
requesting help from distinguished
horticulturalists at Kew and from the
most illustrious architects of the day
on how the cemeteries and
memorials should be designed.

On 21 May 1917, Fabian Ware’s
diligence was rewarded when the
Imperial (now Commonwealth War
Graves Commission) was established
by Royal Charter.

After the war the Commission
began to make the cemeteries into
the tranquil havens which they are
today.The task was gargantuan; a
million Commonwealth men and
women had lost their lives. Started in
1919, the building and planting of
the Commission’s First World War
cemeteries would take twenty years
to complete. Just one year after the
last memorial was unveiled, war once
again engulfed Europe and the
Commission was called upon once
more to honour the fallen.

The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission is now responsible for
the graves of and memorials to 1.7

“We can truly say that the whole circuit of the earth is girdled with the
graves of our dead… I have many times asked myself whether there can be
more potent advocates of peace upon earth… than this massed multitude of
silent witnesses to the desolation of war.” King George V, Flanders, 1922.
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million Commonwealth men and
women who gave their lives in the
world wars. The work takes place in
over 23,000 locations in 150
countries throughout the world.

In Belgium alone, nearly 205,000
Commonwealth war dead of the two
world wars are buried or
commemorated in 210
Commonwealth war cemeteries and
more than 400 other sites. Of the
war dead, over 102,000 who have no
known graves are commemorated on
memorials, the most notable being
the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial at
Ieper and the Tyne Cot Memorial in
Tyne Cot Cemetery, Passchendaele,
the largest of all Commonwealth war
cemeteries.

The task is never-ending – the
Commission’s dedicated workforce,
some 1,200 strong, paying the debt
we all owe to those who lost their
lives in two world wars. Gardening
takes place all year round while
regular inspection and maintenance
keeps the now aging structures in
good repair.The Commission also
works to inform, providing

information when required and
engaging a new generation in the
importance of remembrance.
Education and Community initiatives
aim to ensure continued public
awareness of the ultimate sacrifice
made by so many young men and
women in the name of freedom.

If you wish to find out the place
of commemoration of a relative or
former comrade who fell in the First
or Second World War you can do so
by visiting the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission’s website at
www.cwgc.org to access the search-
by-surname database. On the website
you will also find details on how to
contact the Commission by phone,
email, fax or mail and be able to
access a wide range of information
and education material.

The twentieth century’s two great
wars have done much to shape
today’s world and the debt we owe to
those who fought cannot be
overestimated. The veterans, their
ranks thinning now, have had a
chance to speak for themselves. They
have told us how it was to fight, to

be parted from family, to lose
comrades. We know the lessons we
should learn from their sacrifice. But
the dead are silent. We have to look
to what they left behind for their
testimony, and must find it in the
ranks of headstones and panels of
names that remain. They have a
message for the twenty-first century,
and it is the Commission’s duty to
give them a voice.

All images provided by
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission.
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“Pray without ceasing”.The Apostle
Paul uses these words to describe
what is at the heart of our life as
Christians.
“Pray without ceasing” is also the
theme of this year’s 100th anniversary
of the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, celebrated usually in January,
but in some places, in the octave
between Ascension and Pentecost. Fr
Paul Wattson, a US Episcopal priest
and co-founder of the Society of the
Atonement established the eight days
of prayer in 1908.What has happened
as a result of 100 years of octaves –
800 days of prayer for unity? In our
pilgrimage towards greater unity
among Christians, there is so much
for which to give thanks in these past
100 years.

Churches now recognise that the
call to unity is central to our life.
The Roman Catholic Church
opened wide the door to

ecumenical life in 1964 with the
Decree on Ecumenism of  Vatican
II. It states boldly that the
restoration of unity is a work of
all Christians, in response to a
divine call. It left behind the
“return to mother church”
approach of previous centuries
and celebrates that elements of the
true Church of Jesus Christ are
found beyond the Roman
Catholic Church.The ecumenical
commitment of the RCC was
further strengthened in the 1995
Encyclical Letter of Pope John
Paul II Ut Unum Sint. The
journey to unity, said the Pope,
called for a deep conversion of
heart, a renewal, a purification of
memories. In a very moving
paragraph he asked for the help of
other Christians to work with
him in a “patient and fraternal
dialogue” on one of the most
intransigent of ecumenical

problems – the role of the Bishop
of Rome himself.

The official dialogues set up
among Churches have also borne
much fruit.The WCC Faith and
Order Commission statement on
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry
has achieved a remarkable
consensus among Orthodox,
Orientals, Roman Catholics,
Protestants, Anglicans, Old
Catholics and Pentecostals.
Bilateral discussions between
Churches has given us
breakthroughs such as the Joint
Declaration on the Doctrine of
Justification between Roman
Catholics and Lutherans, building
a bridge across a major
Reformation divide. In our own
Communion’s official (ARCIC)
discussions with the Roman
Catholic Church agreement has
been reached on the doctrines of
Eucharist and Ministry, and
notable progress on matters of
authority, morals and the place of
Mary. RC bishops in England and
Wales actually quote ARCIC
agreements in their own teaching
documents!  

And then there is common
witness: It is now a matter of
course for Church leaders of all
traditions to seek to speak
together on matters of importance
to our nations and our peoples.
Whether it is on issues of poverty
and justice or in our relations
with Muslims – we now recognise
that Christians must speak to the
world together whenever 
occasion arises.

Beyond speaking, Christians now
find it perfectly normal to act
together in practical service to the
world through agencies such as
Christian Aid and CAFOD.
Christian Churches no longer act
separately to bring relief and
development and to work for
justice for the world’s
marginalized, victimised and poor.

And we Christians are growing
together in common prayer. Our
liturgies and services are returning
to common roots. It is more and
more evident in our liturgical
celebrations, even in our
separation, that when we worship

From a Sermon Preached on the 100th
Anniversary of the Week of Prayer for Unity
2008 – St Mary’s RC Cathedral, Aberdeen
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and pray we do so as part of 
the One Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church.

The visionaries who established
this week of prayer for unity would
be heartened by this progress. It is
right to give thanks to God that we
have moved forward so much on the
path to unity over the past 100 years,
but the journey ahead is still lengthy
and, unfortunately, it does seem that
new differences and tensions have
appeared which threaten the unity
we seek and the unity we have
already grown into.

But those who inspired the week
of prayer were not so much
concerned with ecumenical activity,
enhanced co-operation and increased
dialogue.They reminded Christians
first of all to pray together for the unity
of the Church,“for the unity Christ
wills, by the means He wills”.

But surely God is already aware of
our needs, our failures, our hopes and
desires, so why turn to him in prayer
for unity? God in his love wants his
children to come close to him in all
circumstances. Prayer is putting our
hearts close to the heart of God. Prayer
is the way that human beings learn of
God’s purpose for us, as God
embraces us, communicates with us,
in loving communion.

In St Paul’s First Letter to the
Thessalonians he admonishes
Christians not only to co-operate and
understand each other; he urges us to
live what we are – the Body of Christ.
Hence the great tragedy for
Christians that the very gathering at
which Christ’s One Body is shared,
the eucharist, is precisely the time
when the division of that Body is
most evident. But St Paul claims that
even death does not break the bond
which unites us to other Christians
through our baptism. If death does
not break the bond then surely it
makes no sense to tolerate separation
between living Christians.

St Paul’s encourages us to pray
without ceasing. Praying is not a
strange demand.To pray without
ceasing is however another thing! But
Christians actually have never taught
that prayer should be an activity
limited to certain times or moments
of the day. One of the desert fathers,
Antiochus of St Sabas in the
Palestinian wilderness said, reflecting

on Ecclesiastes 3,“for every thing
there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven: a time to
be born and a time to die.A time to
weep and a time to laugh.A time to
keep silence and a time to speak.
There is a proper time for everything
except prayer; as for prayer, its proper time
is always”.

Deep and constant prayer for unity
is what Christians today call spiritual
ecumenism.When we pray, we are not
directing God or telling him his job.
Instead we place ourselves in
humility before God.We come to
him knowing our human failures.We
open our hearts to him to direct us.
We await and pay attention to the
movement of the Holy Spirit in our
lives and in our communities. In
prayer for unity we ask God to
forgive our divisions, to give us
courage, persistence and grace to live
and witness as one Body.

When Christians pray we do so as
members of the Body of Christ; we
have no other way to pray than to
join with the eternal prayer of Jesus
Christ, the head of that Body. Surely
among the most intense of prayers
was that which took place in
Gethsemane on the night before Jesus
made the supreme gift of himself to
the Father, when he prayed “that they
may all be one; even as you, Father,
are in me, and I in you, that they also
may be in us, so that the world may
believe that you have sent me” (John
17:21). How powerful it is that our
Lord Jesus expresses the unity of his
disciples, not in a direct
commandment to us, but in a prayer
to the Father – and we enter into
that eternal prayer.

In January, I spent 5 days with
people from the diocese who are
exploring vocation to the sacred
ministry, in our annual vocations
seminar. One man’s journey was
particularly striking. He is an
Anglican, married to a Roman
Catholic. Both are members of the
RC Community of Chemin Neuf in
Lyon.The man wishes to be ordained
to the priesthood of the Church of
England.As a couple they have a
vision of living the unity of Christ’s
Church through the life of prayer,
which permeates the community of
Chemin Neuf.They hope to be, in
their own family, a foretaste of the

unity for which they pray each day.
Presently divided at the altar,
nevertheless they participate in the
mission of the community to be an
authentic expression of the deep
unity shared in baptism, and they
have chosen to manifest in their own
life, a unity based on an intense life
of common prayer and witness.Their
vocation is to manifest the
communion we share in Christ
spiritually in prayer, and in love and
in action and thus to be a sign to the
whole world of our union with God.

Abbé Couturier, who inspired the
Chemin Neuf Community said “the
whole fabric of Christendom must
be shaken to its very depths by the
universal prayer of Christians; it must
experience a supernatural shock
which will break down its prejudices,
rectify its superficial and false ideas,
cause hearts to grow into one
another, and finally unite hearts in
the eternal light of the one Christ”.
Prayer has been described as “the soul
of the ecumenical movement”,
because in prayer we open up our
hearts to a radical conversion to the
will and the way of Jesus.And Jesus’
way is the mystery of the Cross,
seeking to offer oneself in love for
one’s brothers and sisters and for the
life of the world.
Our Diocese has a unique
ecumenical vocation, and on the
centenary celebration of the octave of
unity it is good to be reminded that
our first task is to pray, and to pray
without ceasing.The restoration of
the unity of the Church begins with
such unceasing prayer. Opening
ourselves to God’s movement and
listening to the direction his Spirit
moving and calling us. It is returning
to what Christ wants for us, using the
way that Christ himself expressed that
wish – deep prayer with all of our
being, to the Father.
Our Chemin Neuf postulant told us
that the prayer of Paul Couturier is
said daily at morning prayer:
Lord Jesus, who prayed that we 
might all be one, we pray to you for
the unity of Christians according to
your will, according to your means.
May your Spirit enable us to
experience the suffering caused by
division to see our sin and to hope
beyond all hope.
Amen.



Rev Hazel Door found her
background in the WRNS stood her
in good stead during March when
the Royal British Legion in Brittany
received their Standard in a ceremony
in the church at Ploërmel. The
Central Brittany Branch was formed
in late 2006 by a number of like-
minded former servicemen and
membership has now grown to over
80 with wives and friends swelling
the numbers.The service was
followed by a vin d’honneur.

Any new priest values the wisdom 
of an experienced Sacristan and
Father Walter Raymond, who became
Chaplain of St. Paul’s, Monte-Carlo,
in February was welcomed by
Madame France Ametis, pictured
here with Archdeacon of France,
Kenneth Letts.The Ametis Family
have the proud boast of serving as
Sacristans in the Anglican community
for over 100 years.

M O N A C O

I N S T I T U T I O N

P LO E R M E L
..

P E O P L E  A N D  P L A C E S1 4

W E LC O M E TO

Rev Robin Carter, formerly
HM Prison Service Senior
Manager and Operational
Governor, is now Chaplain (Team
Vicar) of the Holy Spirit, Costa
Blanca, Spain.

Rev Jennifer Deverill, formerly
Chaplain, St George’s NHS
Health Care Trust, London, now
Priest-in-Charge of the Anglican
Church, Le Gard, France.

Rev Geoffrey Johnston, Priest-
in-Charge of St Francis, Dudley
and St Edmund, Dudley is to
become Priest-in-Charge of the
Anglican Church of Nerja &
Almunecar, Spain, in June.

Rev Ian Naylor, formerly
Chaplain RN, is Priest-in-Charge
of St Andrew, Pau, France.

Rev Peter Potter, Rector of St
Columba’s, Largs is to be
Chaplain of St Ursula, Berne with
Neuchatel, Switzerland from June.

Rev Andrew Tweedy,Vicar of
Bromham with Oakley and
Stagsden (Bedfordshire) will
become Chaplain of St George,
Barcelona, Spain in September.

M O V I N G A R O U N D

Rev Peter Tilley, Priest-in-
Charge of St John the Evangelist,
Ghent, is now also Priest-in-Charge
of St George, Knokke, Belgium.

FA R E W E L L TO

Rev Phillip Hiscock, Missions
to Seafarers Chaplain in
Dunkerque, France has moved to
the Diocese of Portsmouth.

Rev David Kennedy, Priest-in-
Charge of Pas de Calais, France
has resigned with effect from July.

Rev P Clifford Owen, Priest-
in-Charge of Holy Trinity, Corfu,
Greece has resigned with effect
from October.

Rev A Robert Webb, Priest-in-
Charge of Holy Trinity, Las
Palmas, Gran Canaria, Spain has
resigned from July.

Archdeacon Mark Oakley,
Chaplain of St Alban’s
Copenhagen in Denmark will be
moving to the Diocese of London
in August.

H O N O U R E D

The Reverend Canon Dr
Charles Hill, Priest-in-Charge
of Benenden and Sandhurst
(Canterbury diocese) has become
Canon Emeritus of the Cathedral
Chapter of the Diocese.

Rev David Sutch, Chaplain,
Costa Del Sol East in Spain has
been appointed Archdeacon of
Gibraltar and will be formally
installed at Diocesan Synod in
Cologne in May.

V I S I T I N G

Singer/songwriter Graham
Kendrick led 1,500 singers
including many from
congregations around the Costa
del Sol in Spain at recordings for
BBC’s Songs of Praise for
broadcast in June and October.

O N T H E M O V E
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P E T E R G O O D W R I G H T

I N S PA I N

It could have
been a case of “I
know that face”
or even “Whose
voice is he
mimicking now?”
when the
congregation at
San Pedro was
joined recently by the veteran
entertainer, Peter Goodwright and his
wife, Norma, a former dancer in the
Black and White Minstrel Show, and
now a Reader in the Church of England.

They were in Spain to spend time
with their daughter Catie and her
husband Neil (pictured) who run a
property management company and are
part of the church of Costa del Sol
West. Peter frequently headlines the
cabarets on P&O Cruises, but was very
happy to take a back seat as Norma
helped Alan with the services.

F LO R E N T I N E

R E N A I S S A N C E AT S T.
M A R K ’ S ,  V E N I C E

Five years ago,
a gold-back icon
of St. Mark was
commissioned
for the church
and placed near
the altar. In April
this year a
resplendent
marble sculpture
of St. Mark by
Jason Arkles
was installed

and blessed by Bishop David Hamid.
Leaning out of his neo-Gothic niche on
the historic via Maggio, the halo-topped
sculpture heralds its passers-by with
another scroll, this time bearing the
opening words of the Gospel. Thus
between the sculpture at the door 
and the icon by the altar, the
congregation of St. Mark’s now sits
wrapped in symbolism. 

The 45 strong choir of York Minster
joined the service during which the
bishop consecrated the newly-installed
inlaid Veronese marble altar, also by
Jason Arkles. John Cooper from St
Mark’s says “The work is not finished
but with sustained effort, dedication,
investment and prayer, St. Mark’s
Florence will assuredly continue 
to flourish.”

N E W A R C H D E A C O N

C A F É C H U R C H I N

F R A N C E

The Venerable John de Wit was
installed as Archdeacon for North
West Europe in St. Gertrudis Old
Catholic Cathedral, Utrecht in the
Netherlands in February.
The installation and Collation service
was led by Archdeacon Arthur
Siddall, and Canon Robert Innes,
Chancellor of the pro-Cathedral in
Brussels. Guest of honour was
Archbishop Joris Vercammen, Old
Catholic Archbishop of Utrecht.
The Cathedral congregation of over
200 people welcomed the new
archdeacon pictured here clearly
enjoying the occasion.

Bishops can be asked to 
fulfil a surprisingly large and
diverse number of requests
but Diocesan Bishop
Geoffrey was delighted to

oblige on a recent visit to
Macerata in Italy

with a blessing for
football shirts
worn by the
Anglican team!

The church at St Nathalene, east of
Sarlat in the Dordogne in France
attracts resident worshippers from
within a 40km radius and for the past
year or so services have been held
fortnightly at the delightful Roman
Catholic church at St Nat’s.

On a Sunday in April members
found themselves homeless after it
transpired that the Bishop of
Perigueux needed the building for a
Baptism that day!!  

Showing some quick thinking, the
Organiser Judith Thomason asked the

B I S H O P G E O F F R E Y ’ S

F O OT B A L L B L E S S I N G

owner of the nearby hostellerie if he
would allow the congregation to
hold their Prayer and Praise Service
in his establishment. Jeanne Pierre
agreed without hesitation and dining
tables were quickly removed,
keyboard, OHP, cross and candles
were swiftly brought from the church
and installed for the 22 members of
the congregation so the Prayer and
Praise went ahead in warm, congenial
surroundings whilst the regulars
popped into the bar next door for
their usual coffee and cognac!
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Those readers of the European
Anglican who received the 2008
Diocesan Yearbook will have already
seen this stunning icon entitled Christ
in Majesty (1410-1415). It belongs to
the oeuvre of Andrei Rublev
(c.1360-1430). He is regarded by
many as the greatest icon painter of
all time.The Bible is opened at
Matthew 11.28. His best-known icon
in the Western world depicts the
Lord’s visit (angelic visitors) with

Abraham at the Oaks of Mamre as
recorded in Genesis. ‘The Lord
appeared to Abraham by the oaks of
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of
his tent in the heat of the day. He
looked up and saw three men standing
near him.’ Genesis 18.The icon is
believed to be a representation of the
Holy Trinity and therefore carries the
title: Old Testament Trinity (c. 1410).
Many of Rublev’s icons hang in the
Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow.

45 million people around the world
are blind and every five seconds
another person goes blind. Nine out
of ten blind people live in the
developing world. This October,
Sightsavers International, a leading
international blindness charity, is
asking churches to join together in
worship to mark World Sight Day.
Special services on Sunday 12th
October will focus prayers on people
who are blind or visually impaired,
especially those in less-well-off

countries, giving churches an
opportunity to consider some of the
wider issues around disability in the
developing world, such as how being
blind can lead to missing out on an
education and subsequently a
livelihood.

A themed Sightsavers Sunday
pack, including suggestions for
appropriate songs, readings and
activities, and a DVD can be obtained
by contacting Russell Richards on
01275 349881/
rrichards@sightsavers.org or by
visiting www.sightsavers.org

T H O U G H T S O N

A N I C O N

Hagios O Theos, Hagios ichyros,
Hagios athanatos eleison himas.

Christ, you are the centre. It is
you that has drawn back the
curtain so that we may gaze on
you in awe and wonder 
as you bless us 
and open yourself to us through
your word.

Your throne and your kingdom
are from everlasting to
everlasting. 
A throne and a kingdom not
made by hands. 

Not only are we able to gaze on
you, but you also draw us by the
power that is you – your love: 
A love that gives life, sets us on
fire and takes away fear. 
We are no longer afraid to
approach the throne of your
heavenly grace. 

Your kingdom stretches from
east to west and from north
to south. 
Nothing is outside your reach. 
Your kingdom touches all life. 

Your word goes forth into all  
the world. 
It holds together all the ages in
a single moment.

Your kingdom is full of life in all
its abundance. 
May we share in the life of your
kingdom now 
that we may grow in faith and
be set alight with love 
for your name

Because you are centre.

Holy is God, Holy and Strong,
Holy Immortal One, have mercy
on us.

Notes and a
Meditation on
an Icon – by the
Venerable
Patrick Curran,
from the Eastern
Archdeaconry

“The blind receive sight, the
lame walk, those who have
leprosy are cured, the deaf
hear.” Matthew 11:5
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