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The Archbishop of Canterbury joins Bishop 
Geoffrey, who has received one of his many 
retirement gifts, during a visit to Hampton 
Court by the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox 
International Commission in October.
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As our grannies used to tell us; “Man 
proposes; God disposes”. A Worship Leader 
in one of our churches in the Diocese 
remarked once when we faced unforeseen 
difficulties “God laughs at our plans!”

Such thoughts can help us to put events 
into a divine context. As a Diocese we 
had been praying and planning for four 
full time Archdeacons as a way forward 
in our mission and work, in addition to 
relieving the huge burden on our existing 
Archdeacons who faithfully serve as parish 
priests as well as travelling many miles 

s u p p o r t i n g  a r c h d E a c o n s ’  M i n i s t r y

their ministry in a busy local church. It 
is a two edged challenge which causes 
pressure on them and their families.

In late September Bishop Geoffrey 
said he was “disappointed to learn that 
Europe will be given Commissioners’ 
support of only £84,000 a year until 
2016.” He added; “This new help is 
gratefully received and will be well used 

th E  F o r c E  o F  Fr a g i l i t y

to administer other congregations and 
Synods. In September we learned that the 
funding we had hoped for would not be 
available and several years of planning has 
had to be taken back to the drawing board.

It begs the question; Were we wrong to 
make the plans in the first place and how 
can we strengthen a fragile system with 
the means at our disposal? These were 
questions for Bishop’s Council as reported 
in this edition.

Fragility tends to be one of the hallmarks 
of church life although the danger is for us 

Metaphors were abundant during the October sessions of Bishop’s Council 
in London as members reflected on the challenges ahead. “We are at a 
crossroads”, “We are having to change direction” and “Advising on the next 
stage of our Diocesan journey”.

Dr John Paddock, Dean of Gibraltar 
added a note of realism when he observed 
wryly that if we are to consider the future 
of Archdeacons’ and Bishops’ ministry it 
depends what sort of vehicle we are in; 
“A train driver knows where he is going 
because he has tracks to guide him”, said 
the Dean, “But in some ways we are more 
like a hovercraft which can go in many 
directions and is subject to wind, terrain 
and other factors.”

After a long process over seven years 
the Diocese had been “on track” with 
changes to allow direct funding from 
the Church Commissioners in line with 
the other 43 dioceses. In expectation of 
a funding announcement in the Autumn 
and following the major and substantial 
change in status after the Diocese in 
Europe Measure was given royal assent 
it had been hoped that four full-time 
Archdeacons could be welcomed to 
take the strain of pastoral leadership and 
encouragement. At present the seven 
Archdeacons have to balance their wider 
ministry, which includes advice on 
vacancies, inductions, guidance in dealing 
with crises and general pastoral care, with 

Acting Archdeacon Geoff Johnston Dean
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by the Diocese, which has the fastest 
growing numbers of churches and 
members in the Church of England.” 
The practical result is that the seven 
Archdeacons will continue in their 
dual roles although the extra grant 
aid will be used to offer additional 
support for their work.

Meanwhile in France, Acting 
Archdeacon Ian Naylor has taken 
on the full role and in Gibraltar, 
following the retirement of 
Archdeacon David Sutch, Rev 
Geoffrey Johnston becomes Acting 
Archdeacon. They will be assisted by 
newly appointed Area Deans; Revs. 

to imagine that it is unique to our small 
area of faith. I recall, after a service 
in a Spanish congregation where the 
attendance had been a disappointing 
15 people, when a wise Christian who 
had recently returned from a trip to 
England commented that she had been 
to her local church and shared Evensong 
with the Vicar, the two of them sharing 
responsive Psalms. “We should count 
our blessings”, she told me.

This is the season of fragility when 
we are reminded that our faith is not 
based on a big budget production 
and marketing exercise but began 
in the poverty of a lodging house in 
Bethlehem. We thank God that the 

fragile baby grew to be a powerful 
Saviour and lives today as Our Lord to 
inspire and lead us. 

In this edition you will find many 
stories of faith and confidence as our 
churches bear witness to St Paul’s 
words “My strength is made perfect in 
weakness”. We invite all our readers to 
share in the joy and hope that comes 
from the force of fragility and the 
message of Christmas.

Mike Smith, Bob Bates and David 
Waller to cover sections of the Iberian 
territory, and in France, Canons 
Debbie Flach and Andrew Hawken. 
In Italy Rev William Lister also 
becomes Area Dean.

Future pastoral organisation will 
be one of the challenges facing a new 
Diocesan Bishop but Archdeacon 
Jonathan Boardman reminded 
Bishop’s Council members that 
schemes and plans, such as one to 
appoint more assistant bishops, had 
come and gone in the past. With the 
announcement of the additional Area 
Deans and news that Archdeacons’ 

ministry is not to change in the 
immediate future, churches are being 
asked to pray for and support those 
who have these duties.

The Church Commissioners’ 
funding allocation was not all 
disappointing news as Europe along 
with the other English dioceses 
will be eligible to submit a bid for 
a portion of an additional £15m of 
funding for strategic development. 
Although this cannot be the basis for 
taking on long-term commitments, 
such as Archdeacon posts, a number 
of schemes and needs are under 
consideration.

Busy Archdeacons with Dean, John Paddock Pastoring our clergy and people
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vi s i t  t o 
vi E n n a

s p r E a d i n g  t h E 
s a F E g u a r d i n g 
M E s s a g E

Among the city’s many attractions to captivate 
the visitor are sewer tours “in the steps of 
Harry Lime” recalling the seminal film “The 
Third Man” and iconic landmarks such as the 
150 metre high Danube Tower, Austria’s tallest 
building. The Prater Amusement Park offers 
a less dizzying experience with its historic 
Ferris Wheel. The city’s musical history is 
everywhere, not least in the Metro subway 

where a musical toilet offers the usual 
facilities to the accompaniment of the 

Blue Danube Waltz – a fast flowing 
incentive for the hard pressed tourist!

Christ Church Vienna was consecrated as 
an English church in 1887 but the roots of 
Anglicanism in the city date back a further 
hundred years with an honorary chaplain to the 
British Ambassador and residents. Today the 
building is the same but the church’s mission is 
wider and embraces short and long term residents 
– Vienna has many students and staff working 
for the many United Nations departments which 
were established in the 1950’s. 

The Reverend Patrick Curran arrived as 
Chaplain thirteen years ago bringing with him 
the distinct advantage of being a German speaker 
and his experience from previously serving in the 
Bonn and Cologne churches for seven years. In 
2002 he became the Venerable Patrick Curran 
when he was appointed to work with churches 
in the huge Eastern Archdeaconry. Patrick is 
now the longest serving Archdeacon and well 

Members of Bishop’s Council have been told by 
the Safeguarding Committee Chairman, Charles 
Clark, how the emphasis is on protecting children 
and vulnerable adults in churches around Europe 
with improved communications and training.

Encouraged by a national church initiative, 
the website, along with other dioceses, now has 
a clear link to safeguarding on its front page. 
It leads to pages detailing official policies and 
contacts as well as checklists and information 
about dealing with situations. These pages 
will be updated and improved in the coming 
weeks. There is also information about training 
opportunities which council members welcomed.

Progress is being made on an online interactive 
course, which takes a little over an hour to 
complete and has been devised by Essex Police 
and the Diocese of Chelmsford. This is being 
adapted to suit the Diocese in Europe and should 
be available on a trial basis in late Spring of next 
year. After that it should become available to 
clergy and lay officers in every church, who will 
be nominated to take the course. The system 
records the results of training so a record can be 
kept of who has completed it.

Alongside this innovative approach, trainers 
are being identified in the Diocese to visit groups 
at Archdeaconry level for half-day or full day 
courses. A pilot course in Vienna in August 
proved a good starting point and others are 
planned while trainers and materials are finalised.

Bishop’s Council agreed that these steps are 
necessary and discussed funding, some of which 
would be by the diocese, some by Archdeaconries 
and a request is to be made for one-off Church 
Commissioners funding to improve our training 
plans.

The city of Vienna is a stately capital 
where East meets West among some of 
the finest architecture in Europe. 
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understands the difficulties and constraints of being a local 
parish priest as well as his wider duties which involve 
many hours and kilometres of travel. He is philosophical 
about the setback to plans to make his Archdeacon’s duties 
a full-time job and says he has learned how to balance his 
ministry thanks to a small team of clergy who offer back up 
support when it’s needed.

A visit to the church is a reminder of its historic links 
with the British Embassy which is directly opposite, 
protected by the concrete blocks put in to improve security. 
Patrick says the pastoral and official connections are still 
important and he is proud to have these diplomatic links. 
Patrick and his wife Lucille live a short walk away from the 
church in a Viennese apartment block built a century ago 
but surprisingly quiet, comfortable and spacious. 

A stone’s throw from the church takes you to Christ 
Church’s shop where you can buy from a range of second 
hand goods ranging from tools to toys as well as books 
and DVDs. As well as providing a link with the local 
community the shop helps to fund the church’s work in the 
city and beyond. A few doors down is another set of rooms 
which serve as the parish office and a meeting place. It was 
there that twenty people gathered in August for a day long 
training course in Safeguarding, learning about the need for 
clearance certificates and proper procedures to make sure 
that youngsters and vulnerable adults are safe and secure in 
the Christian family environment.

In late May this year the church unveiled a plaque 
commemorating the baptism of over 1,800 Jews in 1938 by 
two former Vicars Rev Hugh Grimes and Fred Collard. 
They were remembered again in November in an event 
marking the 75th anniversary of the pogrom, also known 
as Kristallnacht. Church member Fred Gruber recalled his 
experience of being taken to England as part of a children’s 
transport in those dark days.

Sunday worship is largely traditional and attracts a full 
church to the main services, the congregation reflects the 
many African Christians who live and work in Vienna and 
have a solid Anglican background. A crèche in the church 
basement accommodates babies and toddlers. There are also 
the less formal Taizé services and a real taste of Britain with 

Choral Evensong. An Alpha Course, Bible Study and house 
groups form an important part of the church’s weekly pattern 
and keep the congregation which is scattered all over the city 
in touch between Sundays.

Archdeacon Patrick says they are fortunate to be able 
to welcome a stream of visitors who enrich their life and 
worship. On the cover of a recent Sunday notice sheet he 
quoted from the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
who told a conference this year “We must be the people who 
show hope in the fact of death, steadfastness in suffering, 
because we overflow with the Good News of Jesus to those 
around us.” Patrick observes “that offers an additional 
mission statement for our witness in the heart of Austria.” 
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k E E p i n g  wo r s h i p  i n  tu n E
Pauleen Bang from Copenhagen 
recalls a harmonious gathering 
in Hamburg.

A Liturgy and Music Workshop 
in September, organised by the 
Archdeacon of Germany and 
Northern Europe, actually became a 
Diocesan event. 17 church musicians 
from many parts of the Diocese 
(Italy, Finland, Denmark, Norway 
and Germany) met in Hamburg for 
a workshop led by Iain McLarty, 
organist at St. Alban’s in Copenhagen. 
Iain’s particular interest is in 
ecumenism and bringing different 
styles of music and liturgy together. 
With his sister Margaret, a former 
musician of Iona Abbey now working 
as a church/community musician 
and worship resource worker based 
in Glasgow, they explore different 
ways of learning to sing, pray and put 
our services together. The chaplain, 
Matthew Jones, and congregation 
at St. Thomas Becket made us very 
welcome.

We started on Friday, getting to 
know each other at the chaplain’s 
home, with worship, sharing favourite 
songs and eating a wonderful supper, 
lovingly prepared by Tina, a member 
of the congregation in Hamburg. This 
was a joyful evening.

On Saturday morning we started 
in St. Thomas Becket church with 
morning prayer before looking at the 
building blocks of the liturgy and 
how we could build them in different 
ways – a very interesting exercise.  
A session called “experiential prayer” 
followed where Margaret led us in 
different styles. This included using 
our bodies, silent reflection, musical 
intercessions and responsive actions 
using items such as bread and tea, all 
of which gave us a different type of 
prayer experience. Lunch outside in 
the sunshine gave an opportunity to 
get to know each other even better. 

After lunch we had a “wee 
sing” (Iain and Margaret are from 
Scotland) with a different (and 
challenging, for some) way of 
learning new songs. Iain or Margaret 

sang a phrase and the rest of us 
repeated it. We gradually built up  
a whole song in harmony, and could 
easily use this technique to teach  
our own church congregations  
new songs. 

Our last session, called “creative 
worship in practice” was a putting 
together of all the things we had 
learned and working out how 
we could use them in our local 
congregations. Then we had another 
outdoor get-together at a Colombian 
restaurant next door to St. Thomas 
Becket church.

On Sunday morning we shared in 
the Eucharist, including things we 
had learned during the workshop, 
not least the art of teaching the 
congregation new songs. So 
enthusiastic were they, they kept on 
singing, even after the service was 
over, as did we. 

A wonderful, joyous weekend, 
which we hope will be repeated as 
others deserve a chance to try this. 
We made “friends for life” and are 
keeping in touch. 

Working on the elements of the service

Iain and Margaret leading
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All Saints Day, 1st November 
2013, was marked with a 
special ceremony in the 
diocesan Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity in Gibraltar 
for Bishop Geoffrey’s final 
service before retirement, 
exactly 12 years to the day 
since his enthronement in 
the same Cathedral.

It was also the 44th anniversary 
of his ordination as a Priest. 
The service, attended by the 
Governor of Gibraltar and 
the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Gibraltar, began with a 
highland pipe band and included 
the commissioning of Canon 
Geoffrey Johnston as Acting 
Archdeacon of Gibraltar. Bishop 
Geoffrey formally handed over the 
legal mandate for his Suffragan, Bishop 
David to act as Diocesan Bishop during 
the interregnum. Singing was led by 
the Cathedral choir and the National 
Choir of Gibraltar. The Bishop had 
earlier been interviewed for the 
Gibraltar newspaper and local  
television news.

Before the final blessing there were 
presentations to the Bishop and to  
the Ven David Sutch, who has also 
retired as Archdeacon of Gibraltar.  
The final hymn, “For all the saints” 
was sung with gusto, with the addition 
of a trumpet played by Fr Jim Sutton, 
who assists in leading worship in the 
Cathedral. As Bishop Geoffrey mused 
afterwards it was a memorable end to 
his years of travelling and leadership 
in the Diocese.
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We cannot gather the whole Diocese 
here – much as I would have wished 
to do so – but thank you, for your 
presence representing all those nearly 
300 congregations, scattered between 
Madeira and Vladivostok, and 
Casablanca and Trondheim – almost 
all of which I have visited during 
my twelve years as Bishop. Thank 
you, Friends of the Diocese, for your 
support, and thank you to my family 

“I was very glad when some fellow-Christians arrived and told me 
of your faithfulness to the truth. Nothing gives me greater joy than 
to hear that my children are living by the truth.” (III John, 3-4)

and friends from many other times 
in my ministry for your presence 
here today.

Nothing, St John tells us, gives 
him greater joy than to hear that my 
children are living by the truth. A 
Bishop – an Elder perhaps in John’s 
terms – is as the Prayer Book ordinal 
says ‘Father in God’, reflecting that 
deep love which Jesus spoke of when 
he taught us to pray ‘Our Father’, 
and which St Paul echoes when he 
speaks of the Spirit coming to the 
aid of weakness, and enabling us to 
cry out to God Abba, Father – Father, 
dearest Father. And the Father’s love 
is shown in the outpouring and self-
giving of his love for his Son, and 
for each and every one of us in and 
through his Son. As we sang at my 
consecration on Candlemas Day in 
1994 – Of the Father’s heart begotten – 
in the Christ who comes among us 
in the fragility of a new-born child 
the immensity of God’s love from all 

eternity is shown. In the Word made 
flesh, as St John tells us, we see his 
glory, the glory as of the only Son of the 
Father full of grace and truth, and of his 
fullness we have all received. This glory, 
shown in the arms flung wide on the 
cross, and sweeping us to heaven in 
the new life of Easter, is what  
St Paul tells us we see, beholding as 
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, we are 
being transformed into his likeness with 
ever increasing glory, through the power 
of the Lord who is the Spirit. This is 
the heart of the Christian Gospel, 
the heart of the Church’s life – its 
unity, its holiness, its catholic 
identity and its apostolic mission. 
This is the truth in which St John 
rejoices in seeing and knowing that 
those for whom he loves and cares 
are living out, their human loving 
(for we are made in the image of 
God) shaped and ordered by the 
Divine love, which is our beginning 
and our end.

l i v i n g  B y  t h E  tr u t h

Bishop Geoffrey celebrated 
and preached at the Friends 
of the Diocese annual 
Eucharist which this 
year was in St Margaret’s 
Westminster. Edited 
highlights of his address 
reflect his busy years 
leading the Diocese.
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I give thanks for the Christian faith 
in which through my mother and 
father and home church of All Saints’, 
Alton I was brought up. For God’s 
calling of me when I was confirmed 
at 13, writing in the weekend essay 
we were asked to write on the theme 
of My Ambition that ‘My ambition is 
to be a priest, and if it be the will of 
God, a bishop in his Church.’ I give 
thanks for so many, priests, friends, 
students of many generations at Keble 
College, Oxford, and elsewhere, who 
have been given to me by God in his 
great love and generosity to be gifts 
and means of grace. I give thanks for 
the wonderful richness of ecumenical 
friendships from that of Patriarch 
Athenagoras inviting me as a very 
young ordinand and theological 
student to stay in his Theological 
Seminary at Halki, to the time spent 
in St Macarius Monastery in the Wadi 
el-Natroun in Egypt, and a visit to 
Rome afterwards where a Passionist 
friend found me weeping for the 
unity of the Church. I give thanks 
for my time back where I was born 
in my native Hampshire as Bishop of 
Basingstoke. I give thanks for Brother 
Michael of the Franciscans, who 
looked after (or tried to look after) 
my soul for many years, and who 
preached at my consecration – for 
these and so many others gone before 
us in the sign of faith, I give thanks.

In this Diocese, there have been 
countless visits to chaplaincies, where 
the Christian life unfolded in many 
particular places: great occasions of 

thanksgiving; the joyful worship of 
Nigerian congregations in Padova 
and Macciarata (where I blessed a 
football and football shirts – and 
the team won); to the White Nile 
congregation of Southern Sudanese 
refugees in Vaasa in northern Finland; 
to confirmations, such as the one in 
Ankara earlier this year, where seven 
Iranians came ‘thirsting for baptism’, 
where they and others like them face 
exile from their country as a result of 
their responding to the call of Christ; 
to the joy of a new congregation in 
south-east Amsterdam, and for the 
work of the Spe Gaudentes (Rejoicing 
in Hope) community in the Red-
light district of that same city; to the 
two Pastoral Conferences we have 
held, gathering the clergy to the 
Kardinal Schulte Haus in Cologne, 
where, worshipping in the Edith 
Stein Chapel there, with its searching 
architecture echoing the gas-chamber 
in which she was martyred, I can 
remember Archbishop Rowan 
breaking down in tears as he preached 
to us on Holy Cross Day. 

Then there are the many 
wonderful people in so many 
chaplaincies and congregations 
where I have been received with such 
warmth and hospitality – a living out 
of the Lord’s words, I have not called 
you servants but friends. And unnamed 
strangers whom I have met at airports 
or on planes, and have asked a 
blessing, or had a conversation which 
sometimes has gone into deep places. 
There have been conversations with 

ambassadors, whose hospitality I have 
enjoyed; pilgrimages, such as that to 
Albania, where the Church has been 
born again in Easter life after the 
atheist tyranny of Enver Hoxha, and 
you now fly into the Mother Teresa 
International Airport. Of airports 
there have been many, and it is 
good to have seen the flourishing of 
airport chaplaincy at Schiphol, where 
I treasure the Candlemas celebration 
of an anniversary of my consecration, 
with a small congregation at one side 
of the Chapel and Muslims praying 
to Mecca at the other. 

St Aelred of Rievaulx in the 
twelfth century dared to say that 
‘God is friendship’. Jesus calls us into 
that friendship, and by the life of the 
Spirit draws us into the communion 
of love which is the life of God 
himself, the Trinity of love which is 
‘God above us, God beside us, God 
beneath us, the beginning, the end 
the everlasting One’. That is the 
living truth of which St John speaks; 
and the glory of the Lord into whose 
likeness we are being transformed. In 
words that have become famous, Dag 
Hammarskjold, sometime Secretary-
General of the United Nations, said: 
“For all that has been, ‘Thanks’; for 
all that will be, ‘Yes.’” That is my 
prayer for myself, and my prayer for 
this Diocese; and the God who holds 
us all in his love will surely bring this 
to pass, for not your Bishop, but the 
Lord himself says: Nothing gives me 
greater joy than to hear that my children 
are living in the truth.

Clergy and readers with the Registrar in the vestry

Orthodox church visitors
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The gift had been a well kept secret 
and the Bishop was visibly moved by 
its design and meaning.

The icon is crafted in egg tempera 
and 23.5 carat gold leaf, water gilded 
and embossed on a lime wood panel. 
It was a gift from the Diocese and 
was written by Ian Knowles, Director 
of the Bethlehem Icon School and a 
former student of Bishop Geoffrey. Ian 
says:- “I wanted to make a connection 
between Europe’s spiritual patrimony 
and the life and mission of the 
Diocese. This took me to Gibraltar as 
the Episcopal seat and to Our Lady of 
Europe and the particular challenges 
which the scattered Anglican 
communities in the diocese face.

Both farewell events 
were marked by speeches 
commending Bishop 
Geoffrey’s ministry and he 
received a number of gifts. 
His biggest surprise came 
with the presentation of 
a specially written icon 
which featured Our Lady of 
Europe, Patron Saints and 
John Henry Newman.

“Then there seemed to be one 
holy man of God which any saintly 
gathering assembled to watch over 
Bishop Geoffrey would contain, 
Blessed John Henry Newman. The 
Bishop’s scholarly appreciation of 
Newman is well respected and his 
scholarly work seems in many ways 
an echo of his fellow Oxford don 
Newman, a forefather of Anglo-
Catholicism of which Bishop Geoffrey 
has been a stout exponent and 
defender.

“The other patron saints are of 
Roman Catholic proclamation, so 
to balance the west with the east I 
was struck by a Russian icon which 
shows the assembly of saints, entitled 
“In thee rejoices” and in the context 
of the heavenly Jerusalem. The saints 

Icon ready to be censed and presented to Bishop Geoffrey

Archdeacon Richard Wottle, of Visby, 
was one of many that brought gifts

His Excellency, The Governor of 
Gibraltar paid testimony

are those who have gone before us 
into Paradise, who have conquered 
the mountain of ascent and entered 
into the tranquil, exquisite and joyful 
Garden and entered into the City of 
the Lamb. I adapted it so the church 
buildings are not Russian but a 
fanciful representation of Canterbury 
Cathedral in medieval times.

“The City of God is portrayed 
close to some water which represents 
the far end of the Mediterranean Sea, 
so important to the life of Europe and 
a symbol of travel so important to 
Bishop Geoffrey’s life and ministry. 
There is the Holy Land, the temporal 
Jerusalem and ultimate destination of 
pilgrimage in this life.”
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The Friends were established in 1995 
by Gordon Reid, a former Dean 
of Gibraltar, and the late Francis 
Ponsonby to “support and enhance 
the mission and witness of the 
churches in the Diocese in Europe”. 
The Friends help former clergy 
and lay members of chaplaincies to 
maintain contact with each other 
and to learn of the new challenges 
constantly facing the Diocese. But the 
Friends’ main function is to ease and 
enrich the daily work of the clergy 
in the many far flung chaplaincies in 
Europe.

The Friends are run by a 
committee, who all have had 
firsthand experience of living and 
working in Europe, and thus have a 
depth of understanding of both the 
joys and difficulties of everyday life. 
Chairman Mark Pellew and Roger 
Westbrook worked for the Foreign 
Office, Secretary Arthur Siddall 
and John de Wit are both retired 
Archdeacons, Barry Richardson 
was a chaplaincy member in The 
Hague and St. Raphael, Treasurer 
Marna Gowan was a Church Warden 
in Helsinki, Gillian Ratcliff was 
a member of the Anglican Old 

wE  a l l  n E E d 
o u r  Fr i E n d s

Catholic International Coordinating 
Committee and lived in Frankfurt 
and Stockholm, and Sue Hibling was 
formerly Secretary to our Bishop. 

The most visible part of the work 
is the organisation of the Annual 
Service and is usually in October 
when the Bishop’s Council meets in 
London so that senior members of 
the Diocese are able to attend. In last 
year’s service the Collation of new 
Canons and the Commissioning of 
the Bishop’s Adviser on Women’s 
Ministry were included. The Friends’ 
Reception after the service provides 
a wonderful opportunity to meet 
old friends and to reminisce together 
with the current staff. 

The committee is keen to spread 
the influence of The Friends, 
encouraging people as they return 
from European Chaplaincies to 
join us, and to administer wisely 
the money entrusted to us for the 
benefit of mission and individual 
clergy. They make grants available 
to Diocesan wide causes rather than 
to individual chaplaincies. All new 
clergy appointed, together with 
their spouses, are offered funding for 
language training. Although most 

services in the Diocese are in English, 
a knowledge of the local language 
helps an understanding of culture, 
tradition and contemporary life in 
individual countries. 

Other grants have helped provide 
scarves for new Readers; study 
books and help with training costs 
for a Russian ordinand, a new 
Diocesan database and establishing 
and supporting development of the 
website. Financial help has also been 
given towards the costs of training for 
Training Incumbents and support for 
The Rock of Ages campaign for the 
Cathedral in Gibraltar. For the past 
two years at the February meeting of 
General Synod The Friends funded 
a Reception, display presentation 
and talk to members of the Synod to 
inform them of the extensive work of 
the Diocese – and hopefully to attract 
new applicants to vacant posts!

G i l l i a N  R a t c l i f f

The high profile of the Friends of the Diocese annual service in 
October served as a reminder of this important and growing support 
group who make a valuable contribution, often “behind the scenes”.

All Friends are encouraged to 
pray regularly for the work of the 
Diocese and members receive 
copies of the Prayer Diary along 
with The European Anglican 
together with the Annual Report. 
New members are welcome to 
join The Friends and contribute 
by their annual subscription. 
Details are on the diocesan 
website and a date is already set 
for the next annual service on 
Wednesday 15th October 2014.

Speeches after the Friends’ service

Many ca ME with triButEs 
and BE aring giF ts
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F R O M  R I O

The chance to take part in an 
Anglican World Youth Encounter 
came as a great surprise, but was 
an opportunity I couldn’t possibly 
turn down! Unsure what to expect, 
I boarded the plane at Madrid with 
hundreds of other pilgrims for the ten 
hour slog across the Atlantic. Spirits 
were high: guitars and tambourines 
were pulled out and chanting and 
singing filled the cabin. The mighty 
cheer on landing proved the adventure 
had begun, the city and pilgrims were 
buzzing with excitement, the statue of 
Cristo Redentor waiting with  
open arms. 

After time spent in each of our host 
parishes, the week kicked off with the 
welcome at the Anglican Cathedral of 
the Redeemer: the first opportunity to 
meet other delegates – representing the 
UK, USA, Canada, Australia, South 
Africa, and Brazil – and the local 
ministry team. The Anglican presence 
in Rio has certainly broadened my 
understanding of our church’s identity. 
One of our challenges for the week 
was to consider what it means to be a 
young Anglican like us in the church 
today. We discovered our experiences 
weren’t so very different, despite the 
distances between our home dioceses. 

From the first glimpses of the 
crowds at the Opening Mass, through 
the drama of Stations of the Cross, to 
the intense silence and prayerfulness of 
the Vigil and Benediction Service, and 
the ecstatic joy of 3.5 million pilgrims 
singing and dancing on Copacabana 
beach for the Closing Mass, the World 

a l i c E ’s  a d v E n t u r E s  i n 
r i o  wo r l d  yo u t h  Ev E n t

Alice Christofi, from St Mark’s Florence, 
represented the Diocese in Europe at the 
World Youth Day gathering in Rio de Janeiro. 
Although it is a Roman Catholic event the 
Anglican diocese of Rio de Janeiro hosted a 
gathering of young Anglicans from around 
the world as her enthusiastic report explains.

Youth Days were unforgettable. The 
week’s theme ‘Go make disciples of all 
nations’ seemed especially appropriate 
amidst the kaleidoscope of flags and 
the babble of different languages. 
Pope Francis was welcomed with 
great gusto to the city. His engaging 
sermons incited all to ‘go; do not 
be afraid’ and ‘serve’: to be a ‘living 
stone’ as together we build the church 
of Christ. A week of extraordinary 
worship touched each person on that 
beach profoundly. 

Equally provoking was contact 
with the various social and missionary 
projects at work in the city: work with 
the homeless, victims of domestic 
violence, and most challenging of 

all a visit to the City of God – an 
impoverished and precarious area, 
in every sense distanced from the 
glorious Copacabana. It seemed a 
difficult place to maintain any hope. 
Yet as we walked among the shacks, a 
woman burst from her home to meet 
us, raising her arms in prayer and 
singing “Glory to God!” Even in that 
bleak place, God’s love and the hope 
of salvation in Christ could be found 
and seemed all the more pertinent. 
The Church’s presence and significant 
work is sowing seeds of hope in these 
darkest places: it reinforced in us the 
value of the message we proclaim, and 
the importance of Christ-like love 
and service. We all left with a startling 
realisation of how much more we 
could do in our own communities, if 
we only looked.

Our time there left us all with 
a deep sense of hope in the future 
of the church we are building and 
renewed commitment to ‘go and 
make disciples’. Newly inspired in 
our faith, we returned to our dioceses 
with fresh zeal for our gospel message, 
and resolve to share all that we’d seen 
and experienced – not the end of our 
journey but only the beginning!
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a n d o r r a n 
tr a d i t i o n a l 
ha r v E s t

The vast Diocese reflects many 
climates and cultures as a proud 
part of the Church of England and 
some churches opted to celebrate 
in a more traditional English style. 
The congregation in Andorra 
decorated their Catholic church 
venue with harvest produce 
around the altar. It reflected their 
setting, high in the Pyrenees, 
where some very British looking 
marrows thrived alongside more 
Mediterranean style fruits and 
vegetables. 

h av E  yo u  r E a d  M a d E l E i n E ’s 
l at E s t  n E w s l E t t E r ?

ha r v E s t  ho M E 
tr u t h s  i n  l i l l E

In the Northern French city of Lille 
Harvest took on a new look when 
the church focused on a key Mark 
Of Mission “To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth”. In a lively service 
for all ages the congregation learnt 
how water is not used justly and how 
many of the world’s poorest people 
still have to trek miles to fetch water, 
and often it is not even clean water. 
Canon Debbie Flach says “Water 
Justice pictures showed what 1,000 
litres of water can produce and the 
cubic area was almost demonstrated 
by members of the congregation 
standing in a 1 metre square with 
smaller members demonstrating the  
1 metre height! 

p E da l l i n g  t o  t h E 
ha r v E s t  lu n c h 
i n  pau

 John Errey reports:- “The Anglican 
church in the foothills of the 
Pyrenees doesn’t make its harvest 
lunch easy for some of the diners. 
The Pau Chaplaincy had a sponsored 
bike ride with four riders who were 
sent on their way by Fr Ian at 7am 
from St. Andrews Church. They rode 
all across the Chaplaincy to our home 
near Marciac (a distance of 66km) 
just in time for the Harvest Lunch. 
All in all a great effort raising over 
1000 euros to continue the ministry 
and mission of our local church here.”

c l i M at E  c h a n g E  a n d  
t h E  M E s s a g E  o F  h a r v E s t 

A report by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
this Autumn has hit the headlines 
and Bishop David, who chairs 
the Mission and Public Affairs 
Unit commends it as the most 
comprehensive, authoritative report 
which runs to over 1,000,000 
words. It was compiled by over 600 
scientists and peer-reviewed by over 
9,000 researchers and concludes 
that Climate change is real, caused 

Read her newsletter for yourself on the website http://europe.anglican.org/environment/environment

by human activity and requires 
immediate action.

Diocesan Environmental Officer, 
Madeleine Holmes, (pictured with 
Archdeacon Jonathan LLoyd) has 
written about this important new 
report in her latest newsletter. She 
says, “I hope we will all consider 
speaking and writing about climate 
change in the light of the report. 
This is an area where society is 
looking for leaders, and the Church 

can give that lead”. There is no time 
to waste, as Madeleine underlines in 
her newsletter, “We really do need to 
take action and be responsible in the 
light of this report, as time passes all 
too quickly. We must think of future 
generations and how they will view 
our attitudes if they are left with a 
neglected and damaged world”.
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Twenty six year old Jean Nyeche, from St Paul’s Church in 
the Greek capital of Athens has been seeking work for over 
two years. Her congregation has funded a short intensive 
course in German so she can take advantage of an exchange 
scheme organized by the German Evangelical Church 
in Athens. Jean will work at a centre caring for adults 
with disabilities in Oldenburg, near Bremen – her first 
experience of being out of Greece for any length of time.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has appointed Canon 
Robert Innes, Chancellor of Holy Trinity, Brussels 
to serve as the Church of England’s Representative 
to the EU Institutions on an interim basis until the 
appointment of a new Bishop in Europe.

Archbishop Justin said: “I am very grateful to Robert 
Innes for taking this on. He will play an essential role 
in ensuring that the interests of the Church of England 
and the wider Anglican Communion are heard at the 
highest levels of the EU.”

St Alban’s Church in Copenhagen welcomed Queen 
Margrethe II of Denmark in October for Festal Evensong 
to thank God for the church restoration. The major two 
year project included the English stained glass, Harrington 
Tubular Bells, heating, sound system, drainage, and repair 
of the historic ceramic font, pulpit and reredos.

Archdeacon Jonathan LLoyd says “The Queen takes a great 
interest in the life of all churches in her kingdom, and we 
were pleased to offer a celebratory Festal Evensong with 
some fine English anthems and organ voluntaries.” 

Archdeacon David Sutch, recently retired from St Andrew’s 
on the Costa del Sol, says he will miss the informal 
ecclesiastical dress code on display when he and a fellow 
church member presented cheques for 1,250€ to local 
charities who tackle problems caused by Spain’s economic 
downturn. Parishioners also support a Catholic Church 
charity with donations of non-perishable foodstuffs for 
distribution to the needy of the area.

C H U R C H  S T O R I E S  F R O M 
A R O U N D  E U R O P E
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Floorboards dating from 1878 in Christ Church Council 
in the Swiss city of Lausanne have been replaced after an 
epic operation. The works were funded by an anonymous 
donor and other local grants. Volunteers moved the pews to 
safety in the sanctuary and the under-floor heating pipes 
were renewed in fierce Summer heat but in time for the 
cooler months. During the work services were moved to an 
Adventist Church across the road. The renovations were 
dedicated at a service in November.

The Church of the Resurrection in the Romanian capital 
of Bucharest celebrated the centenary of the laying of 
its foundation although history records it took another 
seven years to complete the building. Honorary Assistant 
Bishop John Flack led the celebration service. The church is 
built on land gifted to the British Crown in 1900. Today’s 
congregation is a remarkably broad mix of people of 
different traditions, nationalities, and cultures, including a 
number of native Romanians. 
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clErgy on thE  MovE
WELCOME TO
Rev Stephen Foster who recently retired is now a Team 
Vicar in the Church of The Holy Spirit on Spain’s Costa 
Blanca.
Rev Marcus Losack, Executive Director of the Céile Dé 
Community in Ireland has moved to be Priest-in-Charge of 
the Church of the Holy Cross in Palermo, Sicily.

MOVING AWAY
Rev Geoffrey Read, Chaplain of St Nicholas, Basle in 
Switzerland is now a Ministry Development Advisor for the 
Colchester Episcopal Area in the Diocese of Chelmsford.
Rev Terence Wilcock, Assistant of St Thomas’ Church in 
Crete, which is part of the Greater Athens chaplaincy is 
to take up a post in St Patrick’s Church, Patterdale in the 
Diocese of Carlisle from January.

RETIREMENTS
Canon Dr Simon Stephens, Chaplain of St Andrew’s, 
Moscow, Russia and Area Dean of the Eastern Archdeaconry 
has announced he is to retire in June 2014.
Ven David Sutch, Archdeacon of Gibraltar and Chaplain of 
St Andrew’s on the Costa del Sol East in Spain has retired.
Canon Trevor Whitfield, Chaplain of Holy Trinity, Maisons-
Laffitte in France and Area Dean of France retired in 
November. 

a r c h d E a c o n  
dav i d  wr i t E s

We record elsewhere the “other” high profile 
retirement of Archdeacon David Sutch who 
wrote this message in the midst of packing 
cases and removal vans.

I was Collated on the Feast of Saint Matthias when 
“the lot fell on him”. The pastoral care of the clergy 
has always been on my heart as we shared ministry 
in Spain, Portugal, Andorra and Morocco and the 
support of our Chaplaincies, in allowing us to be away 
for our meetings and travels.

In our first summer Megan and I spent our holiday 
driving around Spain to meet our colleagues including 
Licensing our Colleague in Barcelona and going to 
Andorra for the weekend. Then four days to ourselves 
to see Salamanca, Toledo, Avila and Merida.

The following year we did the same for Portugal 
seeing Fatima but missed out on Madeira. I travelled 
far and wide to fit in visits between Sunday duty at 
home – none of which I could have done without the 
support of my wife Megan and the assistance of those 
Area Deans who were really assistant archdeacons. 

I retire after 43 years full time ministry and 
have been privileged to work alongside my fellow 
archdeacons and I urge you to support them and hold 
them in prayer as they have to exercise their two-fold 
ministries.



W E L L ,  W H A T  D O  
Y O U  K N O W ?
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th E  Eu r o p E a n  a n g l i c a n  
ch r i s t M a s  
Q u i z

Not all the answers are to be found on the diocesan website  
and some need a sense of humour. You can amuse yourself  
with some of these tricky teasers in the quieter moments  
of Christmas. 

Answers may be sent to paul.needle@churchofengland.org and the first three  
correct (or highest scoring) entries sent by 10th January 2014 will receive a small prize.

11   Which congregation worships in 
Europe’s highest place – above sea 
level?

12   In which Swiss church might 
you expect to find the smallest 
worshippers in the diocese?

13   Which congregation in Turkey would 
have received one of the 7 letters in 
Revelation?

14   A Norwegian church might be quite 
alone if it were confused. Where  
is it?

15   Music is important in worship. 
Which of our southern-most 
congregations might be asked to 
play the same tune a second time?

16   In which of our churches would  
St Paul not want people to be 
ignorant “concerning those who are 
asleep”?

17   St Nicholas Church is situated in a 
city which has hosted both Summer 
and Winter Olympics. Which one?

18   What could be the link between our 
churches in the Canary Islands and 
part of London’s East End?

19   When Robert Browning sprang to 
the stirrup with Joris for an epic ride 
from which chaplaincy location did 
they begin?

20   Searching our church directory can 
you find a vegetable in Belgium, fast 
food in Northern Germany, spaghetti 
in Italy and a cake in Portuguese 
territory? 

1   What’s the link between the 
raunchy 18th Century adventures 
of Tom Jones and the English 
church in Lisbon?

2   Which church might a song by 
Ultravox inspire you to visit?

3  
 Which church has an annual 
commemoration of a holy 
shipwreck?

4   Which church could you visit if you 
landed at the airport with the code 
SVO on your luggage?

5   Why might Nights in White Satin be 
a suitable musical accompaniment 
for the Annual Church meeting 
in Beaulieu-Sur-Mer in Southern 
France?

6   If STA is providing your mobile 
phone coverage, where is your 
nearest church?

7   Freddie Mercury extolled the 
virtues of Barcelona – with a little 
help, from whom?

8   Ian McEwan and Len Deighton both 
wrote about a city which hosts a 
church dedicated to St George. 
Where is it?

9   Dirk Bogarde, Robert Vaughn, Al 
Pacino and Laura Antonelli each 
starred in films whose title includes 
one of our chaplaincy locations. 
Which city?

10   Which church location will forever 
be linked with the man, born David 
Daniel Kaminsky?


