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good neWs 
shining through 
the Bad headlines
“News is something someone doesn’t 
want printed – anything else is 
advertising” said William Randolph 
Hearst a newspaper proprietor who 
went on to found of the United 
States largest newspaper empires. 
Individuals and organisations spend 
much time, money and effort on 
‘advertising’ – promoting good news 
stories or alternatively trying to suppress 
unfavourable items and doing their best 
at damage limitation after the news 
comes out.

In our age of endless, rolling, 
“breaking” news stories and the 
pseudo-news trivia that occupies much 
social media we might be forgiven for 
thinking that there is too much news – 
or, at least, there is too much space to 
fill with too few stories to occupy it.

By definition news should be new 
information or we would call it the 
“Olds” instead. Despite the oft repeated 
complaints about the reporting of 
shocking and dramatic items the sorry 
truth is that bad news sells. It is also true 
that we can become immune to bad 
news if confronted with it too often. 
Thus the next horror story needs to be a 
little more horrendous and involve more 
carnage and promote more fear among 
readers, viewers and listeners.

Christians have a single priority 
known as the Gospel – god’s-spell (in 
Old English) meaning Good News 
or glad tidings. The Greek word is 
euangelion, the root of our mission term 
evangelism. The Diocese in Europe is 
living the Gospel in our worship and 
the host of activities which bring the 
message to life. These are at the heart 
of our developing Diocesan Strategy 
detailing what we are already doing as 
well as new initiatives in the future.

This is why much of The European 
Anglican magazine promotes 
good news stories but, as with this 
edition especially, it is set against the 
background of the bad news of terror 
attacks and the plight of migrants. We 
thanks God that even in these reports 
the truth and power of the risen Christ 
shines through.  
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Jesus said “Whoever receives this child in 
my name receives me”. Paul Carr with a 
refugee child as part of his work in Greece, 
supported by the church on Spain’s Costa 
del Sol (Page 5)

P.S. Although a quarterly publication cannot 
reflect the very latest news our website, 
Twitter and other outlets can be very quick to 
respond to news and events. We rely on the 
speed that pictures and stories are sent to us. 
Please tell us your news, not history!
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Communion and 
Candles on a dark 
day in Brussels

“I got up early that morning to catch 
the 6.30 train from Frankfurt to Brussels 
to preach at the service which takes 
place during Holy Week every year at 
the Church of England’s cathedral in 
Brussels. It’s a service at which clergy 
renew their ordination promises and 
Holy Oils are blessed. Clergy and laity 
were coming from all over Northern 
Europe to be part of the service.

“At 9.40 news was emerging of the 
explosions at Brussels Airport – and it  
was already clear that my day in Brussels 
was going to look rather different than  
I had imagined. 

I arrived at Brussels Midi station and 
took the decision that I would be best 
setting out on foot rather than getting on 
to the Metro as I normally did. As well I 
did. Because in fact, unknown to me, just 
as I was making that decision a bomb went 
off further along the Metro. And so as I 
walked from the station to the Cathedral, 
the city began to close around me. 
Entrances to the Metro were taped off. 

On the Tuesday before Easter two terrorist bomb incidents left more 
than thirty people dead and many more injured at the city’s main 
airport and on a Metro train at Maelbeck station near the main EU 
buildings. Archdeacon Colin Williams reflected on events during his 
sermon on Maundy Thursday in Hamburg.

The streets became increasingly empty 
of traffic. Shops closed down.

“As I arrived at the Cathedral 
messages were coming through to 
say that those coming from Helsinki, 
Copenhagen, London were being 
turned back. Other clergy had made it 
– from France, Switzerland, Germany, 
Britain, Netherlands and so with 
depleted numbers we went ahead. 
How right that decision was became 
increasingly apparent. As the Eucharist 
unfolded, sirens sounded almost 
continuously from outside in the street 
and helicopters flew noisily overhead. 
In that context, standing together at 
Christ’s Table seemed a real act of 
defiance. As the Eucharist unfolded 
further, we came forward to light 
candles to assert the presence among 
us of Him whom no darkness can 
overcome. And together we committed 
ourselves to service of Christ and His 
Church in good times and in bad.”

People in Brussels 
recall their memories 
of that morning. 
Janet Sayers, a 
pastoral assistant at 
the Pro-Cathedral 
of Holy Trinity 
Brussels was in a car with her husband 
and some visitors from the United States 
and says; “We happened to be driving 
right by the Maelbeek metro station 
very shortly after the explosion and 
witnessed people lying on the pavement 
and the emergency services just starting 
to arrive at the scene. It was deeply 
disturbing. We had gone via Brussels 
in order to avoid Zaventem Airport, 
which we had already heard about.”

One member of Holy 
Trinity Brussels was 
injured in the attack 
on a Metro. 
Mark Beamish 
was travelling 
to his work in 
the EU Institutions when a suicide 
bomber detonated his device in the next 
carriage. He suffered burns and cuts 
to his face and hands. He recalls being 
on a staircase, after he got off the train, 
covered in dust and debris and believes 
that his spectacles may have saved his 
eyes from serious damage. He told 
reporters “I suspect I went on autopilot 
survival mode and my next memory is 
being looked after by a bystander.” Rev 
Paul Vrolik, Chaplain of Holy Trinity, 
says that after they heard of Mark’s brush 
with death members of the congregation 
joined in prayer for him and his family.

In a special Easter message from Brussels, 
to clergy and churches across the Diocese 
in Europe, Bishop Robert wrote: “As 
the week has gone on, I have been 
overwhelmed by the countless 
expressions of prayerful support from 
throughout the Diocese, not only 
for those of us who work here at my 
office but for the people of Brussels and 
Belgium in general. It has been a real 
sign of solidarity across the Diocese 
and communion within the Body of 
Christ which, 
in this week of 
all weeks, has 
made the journey 
towards the Cross 
and the empty 
tomb all the more 
meaningful.”

Candles especially lit during the Chrism Eucharist
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refugee and 
migrant ministry 
aCross the dioCese

nothing more 
than Christian 
kindness
Deborah Halliday and Jacquelyn 
Matranga, from Holy Cross 
Church in Palermo recall a trip  
to meet recently arrived refugees 
in southern Italy.

It was early on a rainy Monday morning 
and a long journey lay ahead of us – but 
who could possibly compare our seven 
hour round trip with the incredibly long, 
arduous, terrifying journey the young 
refugees who we were travelling to meet 
had undertaken. Jacquelyn and I knew 
exactly where we were heading – they 
had no idea when they crossed lands and 
sea with nothing more than hope to buoy 
them. When their boat capsized their 
young, adolescent eyes had to witness 
more than half of the men, women and 
children drown – the sea rarely bears 
mercy. Yet, they survived to arrive 
bedraggled and exhausted on the shores 
of Sicily, to be taken in by the kind nuns 

sign of 
solidarity from 
felloW sufferers
Sara MacVane served as a priest 
in Rome, Pas de Calais and 
Zurich before she retired in 2014 
but continues to minister in the 
diocese – most recently in an urban 
“jungle” in northern France.

European media have thrown a  
spotlight on what has been termed  
the “jungle” in Calais where refugees 
from many countries in the Near 
East have been living in make-shift 
tents and huts for several years. The 
French government has recently been 
dismantling the “jungle” in several 
stages and providing somewhat more 
adequate housing. We have a very small 
congregation in Calais (part of the 
“parish” of Pas de Calais), and most of 
the parishioners are 60 or older. Part of 
my ministry has included taking Sunday 
services in that situation. Most weeks 
there might be 7 or 10 people present, 
but my experience on Easter Sunday has 
given me hope that things may change, 
even if only just a little bit.

I was delighted to find an Old 
Catholic Brother, Johannes Maertens, 
in the congregation. He works in the 
“jungle” every day and had brought  
an Iranian refugee to the service. 
Speaking to them both, in the  
aftermath of the suicide bombings in  
the airport and subway in Brussels on  
the Tuesday of Holy Week, I was 
anxious to know what reaction there had 
been in the “jungle”, where of course 
many of the refugees are Muslims. 
Brother Johannes, who provided the 
pictures here, spoke movingly;

Deborah, Jacquelyn and Mother Superior Ambrosina with lads from the migrant centre

of the Figlie del Divino Zelo, a Roman 
Catholic Convent in Messina. 

In November 2015, at a Conferenza 
Episcopale Siciliana meeting, we heard 
a young volunteer speak movingly of 
this Centre in Messina. They had no 
official funding but relied entirely on 
their own resources and support from 
the local community to help these 
young, solitary refugees, easy prey to 
lurking predators. Thanks to volunteers 
and donations the boys are welcomed, 
fed, clothed and, just as importantly, 
given an education, while being 
encouraged to continue professing their 
Moslem Faith at the local Mosque. 
There are no signs of imposing 
anything other than Christian kindness. 

We were warmly welcomed from the 
Mother Superior then met and talked 
to the boys. As one of them told his 
harrowing tale we saw a veil of profound 
sadness draw across his eyes. Before we 
left we were delighted to hand over 
a cheque for €1000.00 thanks to the 
generous collection made during the 
Annual Archdeaconry Synod held at 
The Convent in Baida (Palermo) to add 
funds to our prayers for those nuns who 
dedicate their lives to helping others.
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From my sofa in Spain, I watched news 
images of Alan Kurdi, the Syrian toddler 
who drowned after his boat capsized 
5 minutes after leaving Bodrum in 
Turkey, heading to the island of Kos. 
Before his life had barely begun it was 
ripped away. Emotions of sorrow and 
anger ran though me. “Someone needs 
to do something about this” I said to 
my girlfriend, “How can this happen in 
the 21st Century?” I couldn’t stand by 
any longer and watch this happen, so I 
decided to go to the Island of Lesvos.

Our first challenge was to raise 
money to support the work. We 
organized a successful Christmas 
charity auction in Puerto Banus, which 
raised €1,200. We went to a Sunday 
morning service at the Anglican 
Church of the Costa del Sol West in 
San Pedro and they readily agreed 
to assist by funding goods which I 
identified as priority, and paying the 
supplier on a direct basis, cutting out 
any managerial or administrative costs. 

I initially spent 5 weeks on Lesvos, 
helping a Support Agency distribute 
clothing, food and Chai tea to Syrian 
and Iraqi families. We took food to 
Moria governmental complex where 
refugees are taken when they initially 
arrive on the island to be registered 
as refugees. In my independent work, 
through the funds raised, we managed 
to help a Syrian family of 15 and a 
Syrian family of 4. Both families had all 
of their belongings thrown overboard 
during their journey from Turkey 
to Greece – a sadly familiar story as 
smugglers force refugees to jettison 
things to make more room and ensure 
the traffickers are paid for getting 
more people on-board. We paid for the 
families’ tickets to the mainland and I 
bought a mobile phone so refugees now 
have a communal mobile phone they 
can use to contact family members.

 In the Calais “jungle” a mark of solidarity 
with Belgium

Strength through prayer in adversity

Much needed firewood

Paul Carr

aCtions speak louder than Words
Paul Carr spent 10 years working in the financial services industry, 
then from his home in southern Spain he felt called to do something 
practical for Syrian refugees. The Costa del Sol West group of churches 
support Paul’s work because of their personal links with him and his 
girlfriend, Gemma. In Greece Paul can identify the things which are 
a priority for the refugees in their camps, such as the need for wood to 
use in cooking and heating. The church funded a delivery of 10 tons of 
logs to the refugees. It had the additional eco benefit of stopping them 
cutting down live trees which, as sap wood, create a lot of smoke. Paul 
tells The European Anglican how it developed.

“Words of peace and sadness were 
exchanged in the refugee camp in on the 
day after the terrorist attacks in Brussels. 
Refugees from the different communities 
who live in the “jungle” of Calais came 
together to express their grief and solidarity 
with people in Belgium. With an improvised 
Belgium tricolour flag and flowers there was 
a moment of silence and words of condolence 
from the representatives of the Sudanese and 
Afghan refugee communities in front of what 
is called The Belgian Kitchen (a volunteer 
run soup kitchen originating in Brussels). 
For many refugees fleeing terror, conflict 
or war themselves this was an emotional 
moment. Mohammed, a man who fled 
Afghanistan and who happened to be in 
Brussels that Tuesday morning emotionally 
recounted what he saw; “People fled from 
the train station with anxiety on their faces” 
and with some disbelief he ended “and this 
in Brussels. This is what many refugees are 
fleeing from.” After the meeting Belgian 
volunteers and refugees wished each other 
peace and embraced one another.”

I pray that Johannes will continue to 
worship with us and I especially hope 
that he will help us to know more about 
the refugee situation “on the ground”. 
May we all find ways to feed the hungry 
and clothe the naked, as our Lord would 
have us do. 

On my second visit to Lesvos the 
EU-Turkey deal had been agreed, to 
help with the prevention of refugees 
making the treacherous journey. Since 
then much has changed and, I regret 
to say, not for the best. Sites have been 
turned into detention centres and 
the rights of the refugees are being 
violated. I have decided to head to the 
mainland where 45,000 refugees are 
left struggling in horrendous conditions 
at Idomeni, on the Macedonian border. 

The situation for the refugees 
will continue to be bleak for some 
considerable time but by our 
united efforts, with assistance from 
organizations such as the Costa del Sol 
West churches, we can at least make 
their lives slightly more bearable. 
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synod refleC tions

I’d worked out that General Synod 
is an anagram of “grandees only”, 
so I felt well out of place dressed up 
somewhat in the style of Hogwarts 
queuing up in the cloisters of 
Westminster Abbey on a cold 
November morning. But once the 
queen arrived and the service got 
going, I was surprised by how much I 
enjoyed it.

There was a very helpful induction 
day which stressed how important we 
all were ... or at least how important 
General Synod is (lest it all goes to 
our heads) and explanations that 
despite our garb at the Abbey, we 
needed to get the structures of the 
Church of England to somewhere 
approaching the 21st century.

It’s hardly surprising that much 
of the business of the Church of 
England deals with ... well, England. 
One diocese wanted the C of E to 
have centrally fixed heating charges 
for weddings and funerals, and for us 

Europeans that debate might usefully 
have taken about 1 hour and 25 
minutes less than it did.

But other matters are of more 
direct interest to us: there was a 
good debate on the refugee/migrant 
crisis, alongside a special meeting 
with our Chaplain in Athens. Just 
before the Paris Climate Change 
summit, the Archbishop of York 
gave a presentation on the effects of 
global warming. In February, we 
affirmed the vital importance of 
evangelism; Justin Welby reported 
on the Primates’ Meeting on the 
tensions within the Anglican 
Communion, and we heard about 
closer ties between the C of E and the 
(Presbyterian) Church of Scotland. 
And that rang lots of bells with those 
of us from the Diocese in Europe.

Rev Giles Williams

Although a relatively new institution 
in the scheme of things, General 
Synod is built from a foundation of 
many centuries of experience and 
protocols. It also seeks to emulate 
other legislative bodies in the way it 
conducts its business! All this takes a 
little getting used to – but once the 
sometimes quaint ways in which it 
works have sunk in then it all starts to 
fall into place and make sense. 

One aspect that immediately 
strikes you is that, unlike diocesan 
and archdeaconry synods, the work 

is focussed very much on legislative 
issues. There is little room in a busy 
agenda for anything else! Even 
coffee has to be snatched when time 
permits in the tiny spaces between 
sessions – which typically go on into 
the early evening!

All the new members from our 
diocese were a little surprised by 
the lack of knowledge, even of our 
existence, amongst many of the 
members from the ‘English’ dioceses. 
This is something we intend to 
remedy with a series of events at the 
Autumn 2016 sessions in London. 
All your representatives are very 
conscious of the need to be seen and 
heard at Synod. At the moment this 
happens mainly in informal chats 
with other representatives but as we 
find our feet then the opportunity 
to speak and make our views heard 
during formal sessions is likely to 
grow – watch this space!!

d a v i d  C o u l s t o N

The Church of England’s General Synod, newly elected last Autumn met in November and February. Four 
members of “Team Europe” representing the Diocese are newcomers to the synodical scene. Three of them 
recall their early impressions. 
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The General Synod works pretty 
much as I predicted. Work of a 
Synod representative happens 
mainly outside the group of sessions. 
The debates are carried out very 
effectively; decisions can be made 
and meetings carried out in an 
effective way. For example, giving 
a clear time when the meeting 
is going to end shows efficiency 
but also respects people’s time – 
something which could be applied 
in Chaplaincy Councils too. 

Being a new Synod member 
makes you feel as an outsider! It 
takes time to learn how the Synod 
works and where you can have the 
best input on things. Of course, 
as representatives, we are doing 
our best to think about how the 
decisions might affect Europe and 
hope to hear from our colleagues 
and friends in Europe if there are 
special concerns.

In April St Ursula’s in Berne welcomed their new Lay Reader. IT specialist Archana Jacob has 
been a member of St Ursula’s all her life, having been an altar server and Junior Church teacher. 
For the past three years she has been following the Reader’s course (as well as having a baby!). 
The licensing was conducted by the Archdeacon of Switzerland, the Ven. Peter M Potter, who is 
also chaplain of St Ursula’s. Archana is pictured with her husband Emil and daughter Adriel, 
together with her parents, her sister and nephew, all regular members of St Ursula’s.

Planning is now under way for the second diocesan conference for Readers and readers in 
training, the first was in 2012. The planning team are pictured, with the Director of Reader 
Ministry, the Revd Elaine Labourel, the Administrator, Debbie Cunningham and Readers 
Celia Paterson (Madrid), Angela Mirani (Varese), Victoria Wadsworth-Hansen (Copenhagen) 
and Richard Medcalf (Maisons-Laffitte). The dates are 19-22 May 2017, in Kardinal Schulte 
Haus, Cologne. And Bishop David says that with our 120 Readers and about another 30 in 
training at present. A full gathering is expected.

Linda Brooke, a Reader in Christ Church, 
La Manche, in northern France says the 
congregation at Gratot were “Talking 
Anglican” during Lent. Their studies 
showed how worship developed from the 
first century, through the Early Church and 
under the constraints of being an established 
church with the language of today. The end 
of the course was celebrated with a worship 
service where every participant contributed. 
Linda is pictured supervising a young 
member start the Easter celebrations.

Jenny Hoskins, who is to be licensed as a 
Reader on Spain’s Costa Azahar in June, 
took part in the fourth annual English 
Festival in the town of Tortosa on the 
River Ebro. She says “I’ve been privileged 
to assist at each of the Roman Catholic 
Masses in English as part of the Fiesta. 
They’ve previously been in the Cathedral, 
but this year it was held at the beautiful 
Purisima Convent where Fr. Jordi Salvadó 
Estivill made this interdenominational 
event a joy, as always.”

A longer version of this article is 
available on the diocesan website

It is all work! Although there is 
an obligation to be present I have 
noted that most of the members (I 
am not saying anything about the 
Bishops!) try to be there as much 
as they can. Coffee breaks, lunches 
and sometimes dinners, turn easily 
into a discussion about the matters 
on the agenda. 

Facilitated discussions on human 
sexuality are the next big issue 
on the Synod’s agenda in York 
this summer. No decisions are 
to be made. The discussions are 
confidential and no press presence 
is allowed during this time. Please 
pray for the Synod. It is easy to 
forget that the Church, and its 
structures, is not only an institution 
but is part of the Church, inspired 
by the Holy Spirit. 

R e v  tu o m a s  m ä k i P ä ä

Berne neW reader 

tortosa readerla manChe reader

readers ConferenCe 
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There was a blaze of colour in Ypres (Ieper) in February when The Princess Royal 
joined the congregation as members of the Household Cavalry laid up their standard 
with pageantry and style. Rev Brian Llewellyn, Chaplain of St. George’s, preached 
about maintaining standards, citing Jesus’ parable of a city on a hilltop.

Out of the frying pan? Everyone at St Albans’ in 
Copenhagen should have been fit for Lent after a 
series of pancake races on Shrove Tuesday. Note 
the mix of concentration and anxiety as choir 
members gird up their robes under starters orders. 

A shaft of sunlight touches confirmation candidates in the diocese’s newest 
congregation. All Saints, Amersfoort, in The Netherlands, is a church plant 
from Holy Trinity Utrecht. Rev Grant Crowe was welcomed as Assistant 
Chaplain in March.  

After a service at All Saints, Puerto de la Cruz, 
in Tenerife to mark 125 years of worship in the 
Church on the north of the island the “fatted calf” 
was served in the form of a celebratory hog roast. 
Building renovations in the church include new 
electrical wiring, new flooring and a new organ.
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No doubt, political opponents urging British 
voters to remain or leave the EU in June’s 
referendum might scour this multi-coloured map 
of Europe to see if it offers helpful guidance. It 
is, in fact, a heavenly vision of our diocese as 
captured by the astronaut Tim Peake from the 
International Space Station.

Oil and wine have long been held as sacred liquids and both were in evidence 
after the Holy Week Chrism Eucharist in Nice. The Suffragan Bishop’s 
Chaplain, Rev Frances Hiller, is busy putting the newly blessed holy oils into 
smaller bottles for use around the diocese while Bishop David raises a glass to 
offer her encouragement.

On Palm Sunday in Montreux, on the banks of 
Lake Geneva in Switzerland, everything was 
ready for the perfect picture. The arched palms 
framed a model of a donkey – then the cat 
decided it wanted a slice of the action, confirming 
the feline fact that we don’t own cats – they own 
us with a mind of their own.

Knowledge of Anglicanism is blossoming in Benelux with a newly published book 
by one of our Canon Theologians. De Anglicaanse Kerk, by Jack McDonald, is 
a basic introduction to the Anglican tradition designed for Dutch and Flemish 
readers. He was assisted by a former student of his, Jo Jan Vandenheede, who is 
now a Lutheran pastor in Liverpool. 
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the angliCan World Comes 
together in lusaka

Anglicans from all over the world met in the Zambian capital for two weeks 
in April to listen, learn, share and look to the future. Canon Ulla Monberg, 
Diocesan Director of Ministerial Development, was there and has been 
telling The European Anglican about the impact of the event.

What is the Anglican Consultative 
Council?

It is one of the Anglican Church’s 
three main global bodies, alongside 
the Lambeth Conference of bishops 
(held every ten years) and the 
Primates Meeting. The ACC reflects 
the 86 million Anglicans worldwide. 
Each Province sends a bishop, priest 
and lay representative and it is the lay 
participation which gives it a unique 
character. I am one of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s co-opted Church 
of England nominees specifically 
representing the Diocese in Europe 
whose vast scope covers a quarter of 
the member countries of the Anglican 
Communion.

The venue changes each time?

Three years ago I was in Auckland, 
New Zealand and the next one will be 
in São Paulo in Brazil. This year it was 

in Lusaka and the church hosts were 
the Central Africa Province of Zambia, 
Zimbabwe and Malawi and Botswana. 
These varying locations are united in 
their strong Anglican identity.

What was the main focus this time?

Some of the major concerns this 
year were climate change, the 
environment, refugees and migration 
as well as “gender violence” 
particularly against women. Many 
of our societies are hugely violent. 
Violence is used to get your way 
and make your mark and women 
are often victims. We reflected how 
concerns about genocide includes 
“femicide” where, in some societies 
more than others, women are valued 
less than men. In our own diocese 
we have considerable experience of 
ministry among migrants and of the 
problem of human trafficking and 
slavery.

So there was no shortage of topics 
to consider?

As well as the official delegates we had 
a number of Anglican network groups 
(volunteer church organisations) 
bringing insights on matters such 
as education, the environment and 
all kinds of social and justice issues 
around the globe. We heard about 
the church in Argentina fighting for 
land rights, preventing the destruction 
of the natural environment and the 
church in Melanesia concerned to 
protect their islands from the effects of 
climate change. 

What are your special memories of 
the Council?

I will never forget the opening service 
in the grounds of Lusaka Cathedral, 
attended by more than 5,000 people 
from all over Central Africa, many 
of them camping out overnight to be 

A truly multi cultural gathering
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sure of getting a space. There was a 
multitude of choirs, soloists and dancers, 
Girls and Boys Brigades, brass bands 
and hundreds of robed clergy. It was 
also a civic occasion. During the Peace 
everyone was dancing, including the 
President of Zambia and the elderly 
Kenneth Kaunda who was a special 
guest. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
preached at that service. The previous 
evening the Archbishop and ACC 
members were honoured with a dinner 
for more than seven hundred people. 
It was hosted by the clergy of Central 
Africa and their spouses. Once again we 
enjoyed great festivities and dancing. 

Did it inspire you and give you hope 
for the Church in the future?

The exuberance was contagious, 
helped by all the dancing. It was 
so encouraging to see many young 
Christians involved. Some from local 
churches served as our guides around 

the Cathedral. Two other co-opted 
youth representatives were from 
Zimbabwe and South Africa both 
with an inspiring faith vision for 
the future. Youth had a high profile 
presence in Lusaka. On a visit during 
the conference to a smallish parish in 
Lusaka I was marvellously surprised 
by the presence of so many young 
people. In the Sunday School there 
were over a hundred youngsters, from 
toddlers to teenagers. 

And you are bringing that positive 
message back to the Diocese in 
Europe?

Our diocese reflects the diversity 
of the Anglican Communion. Our 
daily work was done in the Anglican 
Cathedral in Lusaka, starting with 
Morning Prayer and Bible Study. 
Tributes were paid to our special 
ministry and work with refugees and 
there was a special mention for our 

church members in Athens. My very 
cross-cultural group from Burundi, 
Zambia, Australia, Madagascar, Costa 
Rica and Britain provided a global 
context for all our deliberations.

What memories will linger with you?

The memory of an Anglican 
Communion busy with works of social 
justice, of training and discipleship and 
the ministry of faithful witness. I found 
conversations with Anglicans from 
very different backgrounds were most 
enriching. It has been a joy to bring our 
story from the Diocese in Europe to a 
much wider group of people so it’s about 
mutual understanding and witness.

Looking to the future the emphasis 
from Lusaka is on discipleship, 
encouraging church members to deeper 
faith with better knowledge of the 
Bible and the church so we can all be 
more effective in our faith and mission. 

Men and boys have role in fight for gender justice Michael Hart, Chairman of the Board of Finance, was a guest consultant, seen here with Canon Ulla
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Building up the Body of 
Christ  – the str ategy

A major item on the agenda at Diocesan Synod in Cologne in June will 
be the future strategy plan. Jerome K. Jerome coined the phrase; “Work 
fascinates me – I can sit and watch it for hours” and there is always a danger 
when formulating a plan that there will be much talk and discussion and a 
lack of any positive action. 

The strategy for the diocese has been in development for a little over a 
year and a working group met recently to consider how it can be advanced. 
They discussed the ways in which a structured approach to mission 
development will work in action and Archdeacon Colin Williams says 
there is much optimism in the air. He says “Members expressed a very 
positive response to the fact that a strategy has been developed and with 
the way matters are progressing. Whilst it was recognised that there is yet 
much work to be done to ensure implementation ‘on the ground’ (and that 
this will require commitment from many people across the Diocese), there 
is a considerable degree of enthusiasm for moving things forward.”

For a few examples of where words are being turned into actions:-
c  “Building up the body of Christ and fostering growth” is 

being worked out in practice with new church plants and 
developments (see Amersfoort on pages 8 and 9 of this edition) 
and a strengthening of the Ministry Team with the appointment 
of Dr Clare Amos to the new post of Diocesan Director of Lay 
Discipleship in September. There are encouraging reports of the 
Pilgrim Course being well used around the diocese.

c  “Sharing with other churches and agencies in the evangelisation 
of Europe” is already a common feature of diocesan life. 
Buildings and worship are regularly shared with Old Catholics, 
Roman Catholics, Orthodox and churches in the Porvoo 
Communion. Shared projects are planned with our mission 
partners Us and ICS to turn our plans into practical realities.

c  “Striving for the creation of a just society and a sustainable 
environment” is happening with the many practical examples of 
work with refugees and migrants around Europe (see this edition 
pages 4 and 5). Our Environmental Officer Elizabeth Bussman 
plans to visit more Archdeaconry Synods in the next year to 
strengthen local links and get more enthusiasm for initiatives in 
all our churches. 

c  “Working for reconciliation, with proper resources” often takes 
place in quiet and unpublicised ways. Friction and faction with 
churches is rarely helped by banner headlines and often results 
from a need for carefully planned resources being widely used in 
local situations. Administratively we have been called “diocese 
light” and our precious people and finances have to be used 
wisely in the future.

All these aspects and more will be considered at the June Synod with a 
view to a more clearly defined practical plan in the Autumn.

In the Old Testament Ezekiel’s encounter with a valley of dry bones, 
always a child’s delight to read for its drama, the prophet first commands, 
with God’s authority, for the resources to come right before he can 
command in prayer the living breath of God’s Spirit for full recovery. 
Pray that the same Spirit will inspire our Diocesan Synod discussions.

JUST A PLAN
OR A REALITY?

MAKING IT WORK

NO ONE PLANS  
TO FAIL  

THEY MERELY FAIL  
TO PLAN
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Drop a pebble in the water:
just a splash, and it is gone; 
But there’s half-a-hundred ripples
Circling on and on and on, 
Spreading, spreading from the center,
flowing on out to the sea. 
And there is no way of telling
where the end is going to be.

Drop an unkind word, or careless:             
in a minute it is gone;  
But there’s half-a-hundred ripples    
circling on and on and on.        
They keep spreading, spreading, 
spreading from the center as they go,          
And there is no way to stop them,             
once you’ve started them to flow.

Drop a word of cheer and kindness:
just a flash and it is gone; 
But there’s half-a-hundred ripples
circling on and on and on, 
Bearing hope and joy and comfort
on each splashing, dashing wave 
Till you wouldn’t believe the volume
of the one kind word you gave.

Drop a pebble in the water:
in a minute you forget, 
But there’s little waves a-flowing,
and there’s ripples circling yet, 
And those little waves a-flowing
to a great big wave have grown; 
You’ve disturbed a mighty river
just by dropping in a stone.

Drop an unkind word, or careless:
in a minute you forget; 
But there’s little waves a-flowing,
and there’s ripples circling yet, 
And perhaps in some sad heart
a mighty wave of tears you’ve stirred, 
And disturbed a life was happy
ere you dropped that unkind word.

Drop a word of cheer and kindness:
in a minute you forget;  
But there’s gladness still a-swelling,    
and there’s joy circling yet,      
And you’ve rolled a wave of comfort        
whose sweet music can be heard          
Over miles and miles of water             
just by dropping one kind word.

By James W. Foley

Is it not the same as we 
endeavour, to ACT justly, to 
LOVE mercy and to WALK 
humbly with our God? What 
have you ‘dropped’ recently...?

r e V  el i z a B e t h  Bu s s m a n n,  d i o C e s a n  e n V i r o n m e n t  o f f i C e r

Offers a wider view of human involvement in every aspect of life on earth. She quotes verses 
by James W. Foley (1874-1939) said to have been found in the chapbook of U.S. Army nurse 
Frances Slanger, who was killed by German artillery fire in Belgium in October, 1944.
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One of the General Synod 
representatives for the Diocese in 
Europe, Rev Tuomas Mäkipää, who 
is Chaplain of St Nicholas, Helsinki, 
has also been appointed Assistant Area 
Dean for Finland. His duties include 
providing pastoral care and support 
for the clergy and people of our 
congregations in Finland, alongside 
the Archdeacon and Area Dean.

But Tuomas has other 
responsibilities in addition to his 
priestly ones. He is pictured during 
refresher training for ordained 
ministers in the Finnish Navy. 
Finland still has compulsory national 
service for men and since he 
previously served as a conscript in the 
Finnish Air Force, he is part of the 
reserve forces. 

While in many countries military 
chaplains do not hold a military rank, 

Canon Simon Stephens OBE RN, 
who has been appointed Priest-in-
Charge of St Andrew’s Anglican 
church in Tangier, Morocco, is one 
of the first recipients of a new set of 
non-academic awards for outstanding 
service to the church, recognised in a 
ceremony at Lambeth Palace. He was 
one of forty award winners, including 
religious, political and community 
leaders and musicians and others. 

ne W  p r i e s t  i n 
ta n g i e r  g i V e n 
a r C h B i s h o p ’s 
“o u t s ta n d i n g” 
aWa r d

in  a d d i t i o n  t o  hi s  o t h e r  du t i e s… 
in Finland priest Chaplains in active 
service are of equal rank with a 
senior Lieutenant in the Navy. There 
have been Anglicans serving in the 
Finnish Defence Forces before but 
this is believed to be the first time a 
Church of England priest is serving as 
a Reservist Chaplain in the Finnish 
Navy. In the Porvoo Agreement 
the signatory churches agreed to 
recognize each other’s ordained 
ministers, so the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Finland, as a Porvoo 
partner is the established church 
of the country and the sending 
church for regular chaplains. So, this 
Anglican priest is called to serve in 
this unique manner.  

Tumoas adds; “We are glad that 
the Finnish Navy has been willing to 
explore how the Porvoo Agreement 
could be implemented.”

Two new Canons were welcomed 
during a Eucharist in the chapel of 
Church House, Westminster during a 
meeting of the Bishop’s senior staff in 
April. Rev Adèle Kelham, Chaplain 
of Lausanne in Switzerland and Rev 
Kenneth Dimmick from Stuttgart, who 
is also Area Dean of Germany, were 
both collated in an ancient ceremony. 
Our picture includes detail reflecting 
the formality and authority of the 
occasion; note the Church of England 
banner and the Registrar offering 
them a Bible on which to swear their 
oaths and holding the legal documents 
complete with a formal red seal. A final 
touch is the bishop’s mitre, ready for 
use, on a pew alongside a computer 
tablet. Very much ancient and modern!

C a n o n s  p i C t u r e  C a p t u r e s  i t  a l l

Canon Simon served previously 
as priest-in-charge of St. Margarita’s 
in Menorca, Spain, before he spent 
14 years as Chaplain to St. Andrew’s 
Church and Anglican Centre, 
Moscow. He “retired” in June 2014. 
His work as Area Dean had involved 
visits to Mongolia for Christmas 
Services, to Kiev and monthly visits 
to St. Petersburg to take Communion 
Services, as well as travelling to 
Murmansk Prison to visit British 
detainees. 

He built up the congregation at St. 
Andrew’s and established strong links 
with the British and Commonwealth 
Embassies. His ministry also extended 
to several outreach programmes for 
local Russians, such as a branch of 
Alcoholics Anonymous, a reference 
library and concerts and opportunities 
for other gatherings. He began his 
“post retirement” ministry in Tangier 
during Holy Week this year.
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Canon Medhat Sabry, Area Dean 
and Chaplain of St. John the 
Evangelist Anglican Church in 
Casablanca, shares news of an 
exciting project which is getting 
underway in Morocco.

With a congregation of more than 200 
on a typical Sunday morning, St. Johns 
is a home away from home for the 
English-speaking community and serves 
a highly diverse, multidenominational 
congregation. Although regular 
attendees hail from Europe, Asia and the 
Americas, a third of the congregation 
comes from sub-Saharan Africa. Services 
are in English, but between services you 
can hear conversation in a wide variety 
of tongues.

St. John the Evangelist was the 
first Protestant Church established in 
Casablanca. Constructed in 1906, it is 
the oldest Christian Church in the city 
still in use today. The land was bought 
by the former Vice-Consul Frank 
Wooldridge to bury his son in 1864. 

He later on donated the land to the 
British community as a burial ground. A 
further piece of land was donated to this 
plot in 1904 and it was decided to use it 
to construct a church in the same yard. 

One of its most famous worshipers 
was Major General George Patton of 
the US Army who attended regularly 
during WWII. General Patton donated 
the pulpit and communion table that 
still grace the altar. Today St John’s is 
a tranquil, green oasis in this bustling, 
dynamic city of over 4 million people.

With a capacity of just under 100, St. 
John’s bursts at the seams every week. 
Pews are filled to overflowing. Folding 
chairs fill the back and are squeezed into 
the aisles every week to provide extra 
seating, leaving little room to pass by. 
Ceiling fans whirring overhead can’t 
provide sufficient relief in the crowded 
sanctuary during the summer months. 
Even adding a second service just a few 
years ago has not met the need of this 
growing congregation.

The rest of the facility is inadequate as 
well. While abundant mature trees and 
gravestones provide a peaceful, reflective 

setting within St. John’s walls, Sunday 
School classes are held under a tent and 
in a re-purposed shipping container. In 
inclement weather this same tent serves 
as the fellowship area between and after 
services. There is no permanent on-site 
storage area or office space, restroom 
facilities are marginal and the parsonage 
is located miles away in another area of 
the city.

Two years ago the Church Council 
met to develop a strategic plan to meet 
St. John’s current and future needs. As 
part of that process, they sought ways 
to improve and expand the facilities, 
and last spring invited regional 
engineering firm International Design 
and Development (IDD) to create 
a conceptual plan to re-develop the 
chapel and grounds.

 IDD’s expansion plans call for 
new meeting and education facilities, 
a food preparation area, an office for 
the chaplain, and new restrooms. 
Permanent classrooms will provide 
space for Sunday School, and a 
multipurpose room will accommodate 

meetings and receptions. Above the 
multipurpose room a second, outdoor 
multiuse space will be available for 
conversation or informal gatherings.

The second phase of construction 
will include an extension to the 
sanctuary that will increase capacity 
to 140. With thoughtful consideration 
of the current design and its historical 
significance, the design adds a foyer at 
the rear of the building with additional 
seating above for 40 people. Downstairs, 
the foyer will remain open but will also 
provide space for additional seats when 
needed.

Initial architectural plans have been 
submitted to and promises of approval 
by the Moroccan government were 
given. The overall cost of the project 
is expected to be about 220,000 GBP. 
Funding will come from several 
sources. Fund raising has begun, with 
hope to begin construction on the first 
phase in the fall of 2016.

Please pray for us and if you wish to 
share our joy by donating we would 
love to hear from you!
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Clergy on 
the  moVe
WELCOME TO
Rev Colin Butler, formerly an Army 
Chaplain, is now Priest-in-Charge of  
St Nicholas of Myra in Ankara, Turkey. 

Rev Robert James Horrocks, currently 
Team Rector in Bolton (Manchester 
diocese) has been appointed  
Priest-in-Charge of St James, 
Fuerteventura from January 2017.

Rev Anthony David Lomas, currently 
Rector of the Leadon Vale Parishes, 
Redmarley (Gloucester) is to be Chaplain 
of the Anglican Church in Aquitaine, 
France from  August.

Canon Simon Edward Stephens OBE, 
began ministry as Priest-in-Charge of the 
Anglican Church of St Andrew, Tangier in 
Morocco in March.

LEAVING US
Rev Nicholas John Clarke, Chaplain of 
St Peter’s, Chantilly in France is to be 
Team Rector of Radipole and Melcombe 
Regis, in Weymouth from September.

Rev Dr Donald Paul Dalzell, Priest-
in-Charge of St John the Evangelist, 
Montreux in Switzerland resigns with 
effect July.

Rev Stephen Foster, Chaplain (Team 
Vicar) in the Anglican Church in Costa 
Blanca in Spain resigned in March.

Ven Peter Maxwell Potter, Chaplain of 
St Ursula’s, Berne and Archdeacon of 
Switzerland retires in July. 

Rev Caroline Sackley, Priest-in-Charge 
of All Saints in the Vendée, France is 
resigning from the end of September.

Our diocesan communications team 
is kept busy with a full range of 
keeping you up to date with news and 
developments.

Our annual Review, published in 
March, has been well received inside 
and outside the diocese and provides a 
compact series of information and statistics 
reflecting a year in our church life.

The next edition of The European 
Anglican is due to be published in 
September and all contributions will be 
gratefully received. Because of design 
and printing schedules the final copy 
deadline will be 16th July.

summer 
ordinations  
in the dioCese

Two Deacons and two priests are due to 
be ordained in three separate services this 
Summer. On Saturday 2nd July in Christ 
Church, Vienna, Bishop Robert will 
ordain priests Rev Mike Waltner who is 
serving as assistant curate, Christ Church, 
Vienna and Rev Rosamund Wilkinson 
who will continue to serve as assistant 
curate, the Church of the Resurrection 
in Pera, Istanbul.

The following day in St George’s, 
Paris Bishop Robert will make Nicolas 
Razafindratsima a Deacon to serve in 
that church.

On Sunday 3rd July Bishop David will 
be in St Paul’s, Athens to make Christine 
Saccali a Deacon to serve in Athens. 

hard hitting 
sermons  
from italy
Preachers and teachers are learning 
the benefits of new technology in 
ministry. Canon William Lister from 
St Mark’s in Florence report that the 
church Facebook Page has some 
800 followers. Their ‘reach’ for a 
Sunday sermon, which is posted 
most weeks, is now in excess of 
15,000 people which would fill 
the pews in some of the largest 
Cathedrals. William is encouraging 
other churches to try Sharing their 
sermons more widely.

AND FINALLY – ON BBC TV NEWS
With Britain preparing to vote in the EU 
Referendum on Thursday 24th June 
Bishop Robert appeared live on BBC New 
TV (pictured) and Sky News in March to 
support the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
reported comments about people with 
genuine concerns and fears about the 
effect of migration – one of the factors 
in the EU debate. Expect reaction to the 
Referendum outcome in our next edition.

Clergy, Readers, Churchwardens 
and other officers in churches should 
receive our bi-monthly publication 
DIET (Diocese in Europe Times) 
which is emailed and has all the latest 
information which may affect your 
locality. It also offers links to church 
resources and other helpful websites.

The diocesan website  
europe.anglican.org is getting a 
facelift in early Summer and in 
addition to a new modern appearance 
it aims to offer easier navigation.

Thanks to a dedicated band of 
“tweeters” it is always a good idea 
to follow us @DioceseinEurope on 
Twitter. You will find the prayer diary 
details fresh each morning to prompt 
your prayers. There are also retweets of 
news items and food for thought which 
our twitter team passes on. We also 
alert you first via Twitter to any fresh 
news story as soon as it goes online on 
the website.

This is our story and we enjoy the 
many ways we can share it with you.

te l l i n g  o u r  st o r i e s


