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This edition of The European Anglican should 
arrive during the solemn season of Advent and 
we do not intend to ape the commercial world 
with too much anticipation of Christmas. 
However, it is an opportunity for a candlelit 
cover picture, a seasonal quiz and a chance to 
wish you all a Blessed and Holy Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

2 F I N A N C I A L  P L A N  W I T H  
M I S S I O N  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

th e  ch a lleng e 
o F  a  “Bo ld,  ne w 
Fin a n ci a l  Pl a n”
Members of Bishop’s Council, meeting in 
October, have agreed a new financial plan 
which will address our current operating 
deficit and strengthen some major functions 
of the Diocese. The plan will be funded 
initially by using some capital reserves and 
making economies, but will also involve 
an increase in contributions from churches. 
Details of the plan have recently been sent 
to all our licensed clergy.

The Diocese is running at a significant 
deficit. We are also under-resourced 
and underpowered. If we continue with 
‘business as usual’, it is going to get worse. 
In addition, we have quite high levels of 
reserves which we should be using more 
responsibly.

Bishop’s Council has therefore agreed 
a way forward that envisages a new 
financial future for our Diocese. We will 
use a small proportion of our reserves to 
fill the deficit in the immediate future. 
We will create a ‘Mission Opportunities 
Fund’ to encourage mission projects in 
our chaplaincies. And we will increase the 
resources available for three key functions. 

Firstly, safeguarding is a non-negotiable 
part of our future - all dioceses must 
provide proper training, criminal records 
checking and case management. Secondly, 
we have long cherished the aspiration to 
provide full-time paid archdeaconing. 

And, thirdly, we have to engage better 
at all levels in communications especially 
with social media, websites and IT-related 
media. These three areas are crucial to 
having a properly professional diocesan 
infrastructure to serve our chaplaincies.   

Our chaplaincies contribute to central 
resources through ‘the Common Fund’. 
Currently, chaplaincies pay 5% of their 
total income into this fund. The Bishop’s 
Council agreed that this should rise to 6% 
in 2018 and then to 10% in 2019. That is a 
big proportional increase. But it still keeps 
the rate of contribution low – relative, for 
example, to Anglican churches in the UK. 

Bishop Robert comments: ‘I think the 
Bishop’s Council decision was a decisive 
turning point in our common life. We 
were all impressed with the clarity of 
the financial presentation given by Mike 
Fegan, our Interim Diocesan Secretary. 
There was a real sensitivity to the anxieties 
and concerns of our chaplaincies. But we 
also discovered a new determination to 
sort our common finances and to do things 
well. I am personally convinced that this is 
the right way forward. As I travel around 
the diocese I see so many signs of hope and 
encouragement, and I am fully committed 
to having a central diocesan structure that 
can properly support our chaplaincies in 
the excellent work they are doing.’

Michael Hart, Mike Fegan and Bishop Robert leading discussions on the financial plan
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our dedic ated te a m oF 
archde acons

saFeguarding For 
todaY’s church
Five years ago Safeguarding, then referred to 
as “Child Protection” reflected the emphasis 
given by the rest of the Church of England. Our 
diocese had a part-time safeguarding officer 
who worked from home and travelled to our 
widespread churches when and where needed. 
In view of the wider concerns across the Church 
and the very high profile given to Safeguarding, 
not only of children but adults, membership 
of the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisory 
Committee has been widened to include 
professional experts in social care and the law. 

Committee Chairman, Charles Clark, 
OBE, has been responsible for leading 
a step change in attitudes and response. 
Tola Hummel is our senior contact in the 
department as we recruit a new safeguarding 
manager to head up a team of four to deal 
with the heavy administration load as well as 
providing twenty-four hour care and response 
to any situation requiring it. 

This has forced a major increase in costs, a 
burden originally covered by use of existing 
capital resources but which must in future be 
paid from our diocesan funds. Safeguarding 
can never be an optional extra in today’s 
Church and must be professionally and 
properly resourced.

th e  ch a lleng e 
o F  a  “Bo ld,  ne w 
Fin a n ci a l  Pl a n”

the ea stern and ger m anY & northern euroPe
is a combination of two former units and covers an area from Rejkavik to 
Moscow and Helsinki to Istanbul. It is served by our only paid full-time 
Archdeacon Colin Williams. His work includes three Synods and he travels 
many miles to visit churches advising on recruitments of new clergy, helping 
to deal with problems which arise, and generally being very present within 
the 65 congregations within the two archdeaconries so as to offer support and 
encouragement to the congregations and to their clergy. 

the archde aconrY oF Fr ance
The Venerable Meurig Williams, who has experience both as an Archdeacon 
in Wales and in North-West Europe, enjoys serving the diverse and growing 
French chaplaincies, in addition to his duties as the Bishop’s Chaplain and 
Commissary. Having a home in France means he is able to visit chaplaincies 
and be a visible source of support and encouragement – a task made easier by 
the network of TGV rail lines.

the archde aconrY oF giBr altar
Archdeacon Geoff Johnson, a retired priest who served in southern Spain, 
lives in Derbyshire but finds that his “voluntary” role occupies most of his 
time. It involves frequent travel to Spain, Portugal, Morocco, Gibraltar and the 
islands of the Mediterranean and Atlantic. With so many chaplaincies clergy 
recruitment is a time consuming but rewarding part of his work. Geoff also 
chairs the Diocesan Mission and Public Affairs Unit, is an Assistant Director of 
Ordinands with responsibility for special faculty applications in the diocese. He 
was recently involved in the successful introduction of Interim Ministry.

the archde aconrY oF italY and malta
is served by Archdeacon Vickie Sims in addition to her other role as Chaplain 
at All Saints, Milan. She knows that it takes time to get to know the different 
churches in Italy and to give each one proper attention. Vickie has also inherited 
the part completed task of formal registration of our Church to give more 
integration with the Italian state. She travels to London regularly for her role as 
liaison Archdeacon to the Safeguarding team.

the archde aconrY oF north west euroPe
is where Paul Vrolik serves as Archdeacon in Belgium, The Netherlands and 
Luxemburg. He estimates that his duties occupy three to four days of most 
working weeks so he is grateful to colleagues at the Pro-cathedral of Holy 
Trinity in Brussels where he is also Chaplain. Despite his double role Paul has 
also found time to work on major projects across the diocese. He welcomes 
plans for full-time paid archdeacons adding that from his experience he does not 
think the present shared role is sustainable in the long term. 

the archde aconrY oF swit zerl and
is blessed in having a retired priest Adele Kelham working voluntarily as 
Archdeacon. As a former chaplain in Lausanne, Adele has a sound knowledge 
of the ministerial challenges which are unique to Switzerland and can often 
vary from Canton to Canton. There is much Ecumenical work in Switzerland 
particularly with our close collaboration with the national Old Catholic 
Church. Although it is the smallest Archdeaconry it boasts 24 chaplaincies, 
some of them committed to seasonal ministry with visiting locum clergy.

Archdeacons with the celebrants after 
the Friends Service in October

The diocese is formed of seven 
archdeaconries currently served 
by six archdeacons. Their varied 
experiences highlights the 
need for a new and improved 
system which three full-time 
fully equipped archdeacons can 
provide. At present the ministry 
is covered in a variety of ways.

communications 
across the diocese 
and BeYond
With the appointment of Rev Paul Needle as 
Diocesan and Bishop’s Communication Officer 
in 2005 the work was intended to occupy one 
day each week, plus the editorship of The 
European Anglican magazine.

Since then, the diocese has become one 
of the first to communicate with our clergy 
by email and has used electronic media to 
good effect with our website (now recently 
updated|) including audio and video reports 
and regular news updates. Although Paul’s 
paid commitment has become a half-
time job the need for seven days a week 
communication and an on-call service when 
chaplaincies or individuals within them are 
likely to become the focus of media attention 
where instant guidance and advice is needed.

From January 2018 Liz Hudson, a skilled 
and experienced church communications 
expert will take on the role until a permanent 
Director of Communications is recruited. Liz 
will also be conducting a communications 
audit to recommend staffing for the 
Communications Team to operate effectively 
in the future. 
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Clergy and members of the Chaplaincy of the Aquitaine 
in Central France (one of the largest “parishes” in our 
diocese) enjoyed a bevy of baptisms this Summer, with 10 
in a single month during the Summer, including one by full 
immersion.

Amy Owensmith writes; “In Bordeaux Bishop Martin 
Seeley led the service and Chaplain Tony Lomas baptised 
the two boys assisted by their Uncle Mitchell – who was 
visiting from Scotland. Deacon Charlotte Sullivan baptised 
a baby boy in Limeuil to the accompaniment of a choir 
singing John Rutter’s inspiring anthem ‘Look at the World’.

“Two teenagers were baptised by full immersion by Rev 
David Marshall at a meeting of ‘The Gathering’ in Condom 
and three children were baptised by Rev Bramwell 
Bearcroft at a wedding service at the church in Envals.”

sh ow er s  o F  Ble ss ing 
in  centr a l  Fr a n ce

P e a l s  o F  J o Y  at  YP r e s ’  n e w  Be l l s
Bishop Robert writes about a visit to Ypres and a long-awaited ambition fulfilled

Ten years ago, Alan Regin, Steward 
of the Rolls of Honour of the 
Council of Bell Ringers, had the 
idea of equipping the tower with a 
full set of change ringing bells. Alan 
carried the project forward during 
the ministry of three chaplains – 
Ray Jones, Brian Llewelyn and now 
Gillian Trinder. A trust was formed to 
raise the large sums of money needed.  

Skilled workmen were found to 
refurbish completely the ringing 
room. And John Taylor & Co., from 
Loughborough, the last remaining 
bell foundry in England, was 
commissioned to cast the bells. They 
were delivered to Ypres at the end of 
August, and on Sunday 22 October, I 
had the privilege of dedicating them. 

St. George’s Ypres was packed with 
local people, members of veterans 
organisations, and bell ringers from all 
over the United Kingdom. 

The service included a reading 
from Numbers 10:1-10 – ‘the silver 
trumpets’. I had not previously noticed 
that Moses’s silver trumpets had two 
uses, just like English church bells – to 
summon people to assembly and also 
to warn of impending war. 

After the sermon, Andrew Wilby, 
the Managing Director of John Taylor 
presented a token bell rope to The 

Revd. Gillian Trinder as a sign of 
the new ministry at St. George’s 
Church. We then heard a delightful 
‘touch’ rung on a set of handbells, 
newly presented to St. George’s by 
Mr. John Coles. 

The main bells then rang out for 
the first time echoing our words ‘We 
pray that the ringing of these bells 
will awaken in the hearts of all who 
hear them, the desire to worship 
God in spirit and in truth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.’

A team of British bell ringers  
has offered to live in Ypres for 6 
months in order to train up local 
teams of ringers in the art of bell 
ringing and St. George’s will now 
be firmly on the ‘bell ringers 
pilgrimage’ itinerary. These are the 
only set of English church bells in 
use on the European continent so 
they are very special!

St George’s Ypres was built as a 
place of remembrance following 
the horrors of World War 1. The 
church building included a bell 
tower, given by the Knott family 
in memory of their two sons killed 
in the Great War. But, back in the 
1920s, there was no money to buy 
a set of bells and the tower was 
used mainly as a store room.
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news From corFu, denmark, 
the netherlands and norwaY

The Ministry Team in St Alban’s, 
Copenhagen know from experience 
that you never know who will be in 
your congregation. Reader-in-Training 
Jane Passant was invited to lead prayers 
when The Duke of Kent, President 
of Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission visited to lay a wreath in 
memory of British and Commonwealth 
troops who were killed in Denmark 
during the war. 

In October Victoria Wadsworth-
Hansen led Evensong in the presence of 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, who was at St Alban’s Church 
during his visit marking our shared 
ministry in the Porvoo Communion. He 
was joined by archbishops and bishops 
from all over Northern Europe.

Jan Waterschoot, a Reader in Trinity 
Church Eindhoven enjoyed his ministry 
during a summer holiday club in The 
Netherlands. Forty children became 
“Polar Explorers” using an igloo 
and snowflakes to learn about New 
Testament saints and forgiveness. Jan 
says; “We learned a lot, we sang a lot, we 
exercised and we had lots of fun!”

When Jackie Dallos was licensed in 
Holy Trinity, Corfu, in July it marked 
the end of a long process of prayer, 
discernment and study which she 
began shortly before the first Readers’ 
Conference in 2012. She had recently 
shared in the second Conference in 
May. Jackie writes: “The journey has 
been a roller coaster in many ways. 
From the highs of great marks for 
essays, especially those you weren’t 
quite confident in, to the lows of self- 
doubt and questioning as to whether or 
not you should even be doing this. 

The support from all at Holy Trinity 
Corfu and Lefkada, all the visiting 
locums we had during two very long 
interregnums and most recently from 
our Chaplain Jules Wilson has been 
always encouraging and kept me going 
right to the end.

“Everything I have learned during 
my Reader training has underpinned 
my faith, strengthened my belief and 
made me aware that all I know so far 
is but a drop in the ocean to what God 
can reveal to me each day as I begin my 
role officially as a Reader. I am keen 
to serve, to help bring the love of God 
into our community in a real way and 
to encourage people through various 
activities to come to know Jesus Christ. 
By the grace of our Lord, and most 
definitely in the power of the Holy 
Spirit I have been able to accomplish 
the preparation for this most exciting 
role. And I will do my utmost, with the 
strength of that backing to fulfil God’s 
calling for me as a Reader.”

In Stavangar Cathedral during the  
Nordic and Baltic Deanery synod, 
Bishop David admitted Susan Boyd 
to the office of Reader. Her ministry 
will be exercised mostly in Trondheim 
where she lives.
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A N D  S H A R E

The Friends of the Diocese gathered 
for a rousing and splendid Service of 
Thanksgiving on St. Luke’s Day (18th 
October 2017). It was such a happy 
co-incidence that our Annual Service 
fell on St. Luke’s festival this year. It 
gave us the excuse to start with that 
great hymn, “For all the Saints”, and 
I can tell you we did justice to it! And 
as it was the first time we’d met since 
Bishop Geoffrey died, we also made it 
the occasion to celebrate his rich life 
and work with our Diocese, and his 
personal friendship with so many of 
us. So we had a Bishop for each of our 
three themes:

With his unfailing pastoral and 
holy touch Bishop David welcomed 
us and presided at our Eucharist of 
Thanksgiving for the work of the 
Diocese and of the Friends.

In his Address Bishop Robert 
exhorted us to be encouraged by the 

st. luke and BishoP geoFFreY 
honoured together

example of St. Luke. His traditional 
work as a physician inspires us with the 
healing of the Gospel that we can play 
our part to bring to the current tensions 
and divisions of Europe. (Part of the 
sermon is on the following page.) 

In his Eulogy, Bishop Richard 
Chartres (until summer 2017 Bishop 
of London) warmed the whole 
congregation with his memories 
of studying and working alongside 
Bishop Geoffrey, presented with his 
inimitable delivery and wit. He told us 
how much he respected Geoffrey for 
both teaching and being an example 
in his life of the duty of bishops to 
be deep scholars of the Bible and the 
Church. Geoffrey, he said, was, as well 
as a great and delighted traveller, a 
beacon of the great Tractarian strand 
of our precious Anglican tradition, 
“Not afraid to Reason, not ashamed to 
Adore.” As such, he was welcomed and 

 Friends’ Service reception – a chance to 
renew acquaintances and exchange news

Bishop Richard takes the oath to become 
part of our diocese

Hymns sung with the fervour they deserve

Rev John-Henry Bowden, formerly Chaplain of Venice and Malaga and Committee member of the 
Friends of the Diocese, writes about a memorable evening in October 

loved by our fellow-Christians of the 
Countries of our Diocese, specially the 
Orthodox (and I guess many readers 
of this recall with delight Bishop 
Geoffrey’s sparkling accounts of his 
visits to Patriarchs, among others in 
Armenia).

Before the Eulogy, Bishop Robert 
had commissioned Bishop Richard to 
be an Honorary Assistant Bishop of 
our Diocese; it was very moving to 
hear this great leader of the Church of 
England read and affirm his adherence 
to “the historic formularies of the 
Church of England”, as all clergy have 
to do at the start of each new Ministry. 
We particularly appreciated his avowal 
that “I believe in monogamy. I do 
not intend to accept an invitation to 
be Assistant Bishop from any other 
Diocese, and I am honoured to be 
serving in this great Diocese in 
Europe”.

The Service was notably enriched 
by the music of the Organist, Nigel 
Groome, and of the gifted choir led 
by Rev Peter McGeary. They offered 
a beautiful “Lux aeterna luceat eis” 
for Bishop Geoffrey to conclude the 
Eulogy, as well as anthems during 
the Communion, and the triumphant 
closing organ voluntary, Toccata 
by the American composer Daniel 
Gawthrop.

It was altogether a most exciting 
event of thanksgiving, respect and 
renewed friendship with each other. 
For those who could not be there, 
we missed you! And for you others, 
who have yet to commit to joining 
us as Friends of the Diocese, see what 
you missed! The Friends give support 
for initiatives that the Church’s own 
budgets cannot provide. As the Man 
from Macedonia called to St. Paul, 
“Come over and help us”, both 
to refresh your circle of Christian 
friends, and in this important and 
valuable work of supporting a great 
Diocese. Join us by contacting 
our Secretary Jeanne French, 
dioceseineuropefriends@gmail.com



st. luke and BishoP geoFFreY 
honoured together
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P I O N E E R ?

We are invited tonight to celebrate 
St. Luke. You can construct quite a 
plausible account of the Lucas whom 
St. Paul refers to in Colossians as ‘the 
beloved physician’. We can imagine 
that if Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’ was 
a physical ailment then it would have 
been useful for him to have the periodic 
companionship of a medical doctor. 
According to our reading from Acts, it 
looks as if the author of Acts joins Paul 
and his companions for the sea crossing 
from Troas in Asia Minor to Philippi 
in Macedonia on his second missionary 
journey. 

I love the picture of the Man of 
Macedonia appearing in a vision to 
Paul and calling out: ‘come over to 
Macedonia and help us’. Paul together 
with Luke and others set sail from Troas 
in Asia Minor to Neapolis, the port of 
Philippi in what today we would call 
Europe. Of course in those days they 
were just crossing a Roman Provincial 

Friends and Partners  in 
mission and ministrY 

boundary, but for us that’s a continental 
boundary between modern Turkey and 
Greece: and it is the start of Christian 
mission in Europe. 

Tradition has it that St. Luke was 
one of the 72 commissioned by Jesus 
in our gospel reading which is a key 
moment in Luke’s story of salvation. 
72 in biblical tradition represents the 
numbers of countries in the world. So 
the sending out of 72 missionaries to the 
Jews anticipates the later commissioning 
of the disciples to the whole world at 
Jesus’s ascension. I’m struck by the sense 
of urgency. ‘The harvest is plentiful but 
the labourers are few’. Crops once they 
are ripe need to be harvested within 
weeks or even days else they will simply 
rot. The disciples are to travel light. 
And they are to be ready for opposition. 
Their circumstances were challenging. 

We today continue that mission, as 
the successors of Paul and of Luke, in 
circumstances that are not as physically 
demanding but with major challenges 
nonetheless. At the top of the list of 
the challenges which the church and 
indeed European societies are facing 
is the ecological threat with rising 
carbon emissions; global warming 
and changing patterns of weather and 
climate; the pollution of the seas and of 
the land. Significantly, the Ecumenical 
Patriarch has defined misuse of the 
environment as a sin. Previously, sin 
had been a category used only about 
wrong actions towards God and other 
people. Misuse of the environment has 
emerged as probably the biggest moral 
issue of our times. Secondly, and not 
unrelated, is the ongoing refugee and 
migration crisis. Europe is still receiving 
many thousands of migrants fleeing 
war, or encroaching deserts or simply in 
search of a decent life. And the biggest 
numbers of migrants arrive in countries 
least able to cope. 

Along with big movements of people 
are concerns around security. Terrorism 
and the measures needed to counter 
terrorism have become routine parts of 
daily life for many. In my own city of 
Brussels, its simply routine for us to see 
on the streets soldiers with automatic 
weapons. I was very struck by an 
incident earlier this month on a London 

Friends’ Eucharist celebration

Part of Bishop Robert’s sermon 
at the Friends’ Eucharist

commuter train. Passengers become 
alarmed by the behaviour of a man in 
their carriage – so alarmed that they 
forced their way out on to the tracks at 
Wimbledon. The man in question had 
been reading aloud, not though from 
the Koran but from the Bible. Religious 
people have become potentially 
dangerous people.  

Economic injustice is a serious issue 
in Europe. A large proportion of total 
wealth is in the hands of a very small 
number of people. And the gap between 
northern and southern Europe is big. I 
was talking to our chaplains in Greece 
recently who are worried that their 
young people are leaving. The cost 
of repaying debt is crushing and they 
feel their country’s patrimony being 
expropriated.       

Then there are existential worries 
about cultural change. Changing social 
attitudes and changing demography 
lead to a loss of identity. I’m told that a 
survey in Britain showed that 65% of 
people say ‘my country doesn’t feel like 
Britain anymore.’ One of the big issues 
in the French presidential election was: 
‘Does France still feel like France?’ We 
are seeing the rise of political groupings 
across Europe that emphasise regional 
or national identities, sometimes in 
xenophobic ways. 

And lastly, or perhaps fundamentally, 
we live with continuing secularisation. 
This is more obvious in the north 
of Europe than in the South. It 
takes different forms in Protestant 
Countries, from Catholic countries, 
from the countries of the old soviet east. 
Secularisation is particularly striking 
amongst the young. A social attitudes 
survey published in the UK last month 
showed that only 3% of people aged 
18-24 described themselves as Anglican. 
That compares with 40% of people aged 
over 75. 

It is a very challenging context and 
time. But there is nothing new in that. 
Christian mission has always been 
challenging. As I often say, I would still 
much rather be living in Europe in 2017 
than in 1917. Understanding and facing 
our contemporary challenges is my job 
and the job of our diocesan clergy: and 
we love what we do.  



 

di o c e s a n  l i F e  i n  P i c t u r e s  – 
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BishoP roBert’s PhotograPhY comPetition
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A  M O S C O W  T O U R 

A pilgrim’s map of Europe marks the journey of 21 young 
people from Anglican and Old Catholic churches who met in 
Echternach, Luxembourg, the burial place of St. Willibrord. 
The pilgrims came from Austria, Belgium, England, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Latvia, The Netherlands, Portugal, 
and Switzerland. Their shared conversations formed the 
Willibrord Declaration focusing on unity and faith in action.

Visitors to Moscow for the Malcolm Rogers’ licensing as Chaplain of 
St. Andrews were privileged to get a city tour including the Old English 
Yard Museum near the Kremlin with a display of the links between the 
church and former ‘Muscovy Trading Company’ founded by Tudor and 
Elizabethan merchant adventurers. In the 20th century the company 
became a charity and supports the Anglican church in Russia. 

A group of young confirmation candidates, beautifully 
dressed for the occasion, during Bishop Robert’s visit to 
Holy Trinity Maisons-Laffitte in France on a warm summer 
weekend.

The Nordic and Baltic Deanery Synod enjoyed a triumph of technology 
this Autumn. With their theme of Children and the Kingdom they were 
able to “beam in” speakers from Britain including Professor Haddon 
Willmer of the Child Theology Movement, and Tony Cook, Head of 
Youth and Children’s Work for the Diocese of Bath and Wells.
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A N D  F L A M E N C O  I N  I B I Z A

Church groups on the Mediterranean island of Ibiza 
got together in October for 3 days of round-the-clock 
worship called Encens (the Catalan word for incense) 
with children’s activities, creative writing, prophetic 
painting, dance, flamenco dance, DJs and live bands 
with a diversity of music, prayer and worship styles. 

Members of St Nicholas’, Helsinki, worked together to make this wall rug 
tapestry to celebrate 100 years of Anglican worship in Finland.

A branch of the Mothers’ Union was inaugurated in St Boniface church, 
Antwerp in September in a service uniting 12 women of 9 different 
nationalities.  Toni Chandler, diocesan president, travelled to Belgium from 
her home in the Vendeé in France for the occasion which had been almost 
two years in the planning.

The Chaplaincy of Costa Almeria and Costa Calida 
is Spain celebrated 10 years of regular Anglican 
Services with a three-day flower festival with over fifty 
arrangements on display, supported by a large display of 
classic cars. 

The Bishop is running his second annual competition for artistic and inspiring snapshots from 
chaplaincies. Can you capture some event or feature of your church that is beautiful and speaks 
of the life of your community? The winning photos will be displayed in the Bishop’s office with a 
prize for the best one. For more details contact gail.wilmet@europe.anglican.org
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Rev Brian Davies, one of the clergy team in Aquitaine shared his 
experience of improving his personal prayer life in an article for 
his church magazine. During Lent he encountered a “dry patch” as 
he used a familiar pattern of prayer which became no more than 
repetition without reality. The experience inspired him to try a new 
way of praying. He discovered Ignatian Spirituality as a new way to 
look for God`s presence in ways he had not realised before.

o l d  P r aY e r s  i n 
a  ne w  Ja c k e t

More than four hundred years ago  
St. Ignatius Loyola proposed what has 
been called the Daily Examen. It̀ s a 
technique of prayerful reflection on the 
events of the day so we can detect God`s 
presence and discern his direction for us. 
There are five stages to be followed:

1.  Become aware of God`s presence. 
Look back on the events of the day in 
the company of the Holy Spirit. The 
day may seem confusing to you – a 
blur, a jumble, a muddle. Ask God to 
bring clarity and understanding.

2.  Review the day with gratitude. 
Gratitude is the foundation of our 
relationship with God. Walk through 
your day in the presence of God and 
note it̀ s joys and delights. Focus on 
the daỳ s gifts. Look at the work you 
did. The people you interacted with. 
What did you receive from these 
people? What did you give them? 
Pay attention to small things – the 
food you ate, the sights you saw and 
other seemingly small pleasures. God 
is in the details.

3.  Pay attention to your emotions. 
We may detect God`s presence in the 
movement of our emotions. Reflect 
on the feelings you experienced 
during the day. Boredom? Elation? 
Resentment? Compassion? Anger? 
Confidence? What is God saying 
through these feelings?

God will most likely show you some 
ways that you fell short. Make a note 
of these sins and faults, but look 
deeply for other implications. Does 
a feeling of frustration for example 
mean that God wants you to consider 
a new direction in your work? 
Are you concerned about a friend? 
Perhaps you should reach out to he/
she in some way.

4.  Choose one feature from the day 
and pray from it. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to direct you to something 
during the day that God thinks is 
particularly important. It may involve 
a feeling – positive or negative. It may 
be a significant encounter with another 
person or a vivid moment of pleasure 
or peace. Or it may be something 
that seems rather insignificant. Look 
at it. Pray about it. Allow the prayer 
to rise spontaneously from your 
heart – whether intercession, praise, 
repentance, or gratitude.

5.  Look toward tomorrow. Ask God 
to give you light for tomorrow`s 
challenges. Pay attention to the 
feelings that surface as you survey 
what̀ s coming up. Are you doubtful, 
cheerful, apprehensive, full of delighted 
anticipation? Allow these feelings to 
turn into prayer. Seek God`s guidance. 
Ask him for help and understanding. 
Pray for hope.

Cathedrals can inspire but you can pray 
virtually anywhere

End the Examen with a 
conversation with Jesus. Ask 
forgiveness for your sins. Ask for 
his protection and help. Ask for his 
wisdom about the questions you have 
and the problems you face. Do all this 
in a spirit of gratitude. Your life is a 
gift adorned with gifts from God. End 
the Examen with the Lord`s Prayer.

I found that the best time to 
engage in this discipline as in the 
early evening and it takes me about 
20-30 minutes. Has it made a 
difference? Without question, it̀ s 
also made me note events, emotions 
and experiences during the day when 
I say `I must remember that for the 
Examen this evening.̀  What began as 
a `trial` during Lent has now become 
embedded in my personal prayer life 
and I am enormously enriched by it. I 
commend it to all who seek the same.
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roYal, theatrical and euroPean 
Boosts For malta aPPeal
The campaign group behind the  
St Paul’s Anglican Pro-cathedral  
Save Valletta’s Skyline Restoration  
Appeal, set up last February to raise 
the €3 million to restore the iconic 
Valletta landmark has been encouraged 
with some generous donations.
The theatrical producer, Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh, has given €100,000. 
Sir Cameron, whose mother was 
of Maltese descent, said he was 
“delighted” to help this project to 
restore the tower, the 60 metre spire 
and internal and external stonework 
which have deteriorated dramatically 
in recent years. He said: “Valletta, a 
city full of historic buildings, would 
not be the same without this splendid 
landmark.”.

News of his contribution followed 
a personal donation by HRH Prince 
Charles, who worshipped at the 
cathedral during two unofficial 
visits on holiday in 1968 and 1969. 
The Prince of Wales returned to the 
Cathedral in October during a visit to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of the award of the George Cross 
to the island for its role during the 

Second World War. He saw for himself 
the state of the cathedral and met 
Restoration Appeal volunteers when 
he opened the newly-refurbished 
Undercroft and Visitor Centre.

Campaign co-chairman Sir Martin 
Laing said: “We were delighted and 
honoured by Prince Charles’ visit 
to the cathedral. We have also been 
hugely encouraged by the generous 
response to our Appeal from family 
trusts, foundations and individuals in 
Malta and the United Kingdom”.

These have included Randolph 
Churchill, cementing the relationship 
that Sir Winston Churchill had with 
Malta, and the family of Sir Derek 
Holland-Martin, Commander-in-
Chief, Mediterranean in the 1960s. A 
recent donation from the Shaw Savill 
Society in memory of the officers, 
crew and three ships that were lost in 
Operation Pedestal demonstrates the 
breadth of this Appeal.

The campaign has now raised 
some €540,000 in donations. A grant 
of €1.3 million under European 
Union infrastructure funding has just 
been made. The Restoration Appeal 

a diocesan ministrY vision Becomes a Future realitY

Twelve priests have completed a 
training course to take part in a new 
form of ministry in the Diocese 
in Europe. The course during 
September in St Columba’s House, 
Woking is believed to be the first 
Interim Ministry Training course 
in the Church of England. Some of 
those who have participated in the 

training course on Interim Ministry 
are ready for immediate deployment 
while others will be available for this 
ministry in the future.

It was organised by the Canon Ulla 
Monberg, Director of Ministerial 
Development, and Archdeacon Geoff 
Johnston and delivered by Rev Molly 
Smith who works with the Interim 

Ministry Network of the Episcopal 
Church in the USA.

“This is an exciting and pioneering 
project,” said Archdeacon Geoff. 
“Interim Ministry is really taking 
off and it is great to know that the 
Diocese in Europe is the first in the 
Church of England to offer this kind of 
professional training programme with 
so many priests who are interested in 
developing their ministry in this way.” 

The newly trained priests will 
work in local church situations across 
the diocese where there is need of 
experienced leadership and guidance 
for specific situations, after a lengthy 
interregnum or periods of conflict and 
challenge. They will prepare these 
churches to work with a permanent 
priest in the future. Chaplaincies which 
feel that an Interim Minister could 
be appropriate for them are invited to 
contact their Archdeacons for more 
information.

committee are greatly encouraged 
and quietly optimistic about the way 
ahead and hope to see restoration work 
on the cathedral started in the first 
quarter of 2018.    

Photos ©
 Reuben Piscopo
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Environmental Officer Elizabeth Bussmann writes “Christmas seems to start ever 
earlier but a little advanced thinking and preparation can make your celebrations a 
little bit “greener”. I want to share a few tips about how we can still keep the festive 
spirit but cut back on the unnecessary waste! Obviously the issues will vary according 
to where in Europe you are celebrating Christmas. Adapt these ideas as required!” 

Christmas trees 
Real trees are the more eco-friendly 
choice, as long as you consider where 
and how they have been grown. Make 
sure you get one from a sustainable 
source. You could also choose a tree 
with roots so that it can be replanted. 
Recycle your tree after Christmas! 

Defrost 
Defrost your freezer 
before Christmas. 
It will work more 
efficiently and create 
more space to store 
leftover food so that it 
doesn’t go to waste. 

Lights
Christmas tree lights left on for 
10 hours a day over the 12 days 
of Christmas, produce enough 
CO2 to inflate 12 balloons, so 
turn them off when they are not 
needed. 

Batteries 
New gifts at Christmas often mean that 
household go through a lot of batteries. 
Batteries contain toxic chemicals, do 
not biograde and are difficult to recycle. 
Try using rechargeable batteries or 
trying the new AA size US rechargeable 
batteries. By opening the cap and 
plugging into a USB connector, you can 
recharge them pretty much anywhere. 

Candles
Paraffin candles are made from 
petroleum MORMORE residue and 
are no good for your health or for the 
environment. Candles made from soy, 
beeswax or natural vegetable wax 
are more eco-friendly because they 
biodegrade and are smoke-free. 

In England it is said that households chuck out over 
160,000 tonnes of food waste at Christmas – the 
equivalent of an extra bin bag for each family. I doubt 
that it is much different in other countries! So often we 
buy in far too much food for Christmas – try to be more 
realistic about exactly how much you need. Too much 
is not good for either waste/waist! Make the most of 
Christmas leftovers rather than binning them. 

Wrapping 
If in the UK for example, everyone 
recycled just half of the 8,000 tonnes 
of produced 25,000 trees could be 
saved. How about recycled paper or 
using raffia to tie it up. 

i’m dre a ming oF a 
greener christm as  
(with Plent Y oF snow)
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same old, same old?  trY a recYcled christmas

sPanish church does our diocese  Proud

Orange bird feeder
You need: 
Large orange, 2 wooden sticks, wool or 
string, bird seed, knife and scissors

To make: 
c  Cut the orange in half. Remove fruit from 

inside the orange peel – now you have 
a peel cup. Push wooden sticks through 
the orange and out the other side – 
crossing in the middle.

c  Cut two equal size pieces of wool or 
string approx. 1.5 feet long/45cms.    

c  Tie each end of wool to each side of 
the stick. 

c  You can then hang the bird feeder at 
the top of both pieces of wool.

c  Finally, fill the orange cup with bird 
seed and hang on a branch.

Handprint robin ornament 
You need:

c  Salt dough

c  Acrylic paint (brown, red and gold)

c  Mod Podge all in one glue and sealer

c  A black felt pen 

c  Ribbon for hanging

Monday 16th October was a good 
day  for Campoverde Church. 
James McAllister and Maggie Dew, 
two of the Torrevieja congregation, 
went to Lambeth Palace (home of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury) for 
the Green Church Awards. 

Despite so many people saying it couldn’t 
be done, two and a half years ago they 
had the vision to transform the piece 
of wasteland beside the church into a 
garden for the whole community. They 
had no financial support but  knew 
they could get the support from the 
people of Campoverde. After months of 
fundraising, and sponsorship for plants 
and stones, design and planning they 
were ready to transform their vision into 
reality. On the day they put out a call 

for help to the village and so many 
people turned up with wheelbarrows, 
forks, shovels, trowels and pure muscle 
power that within a few days the 
wasteland was transformed into the 
beautiful garden it is today. Everyone 
played their part.

When they heard about the 
International Green Church Award 
they decided to enter the garden in 
this international Church of England 
competition. Although shortlisted 
Campoverde Church garden did 
not win, but were not dispirited, 
noting that the winners had National 
Lottery funded full-time workers (3), 
architects, specialist builders, national 
environmental charity support whilst  
Campoverde Church could merely 
boast the support of the congregation 
and community and a very dedicated 
group of volunteers. 

Rev Doreen Cage Gibraltar Archdeaconry’s Environment link, suggested this seasonal feature for 
younger readers and those who are still young at heart.

To make:
c  Flatten the salt dough and then pressed 

a hand into the dough. 

c  Carefully cut around the handprint with 
a sharp knife. Leave a small triangle of 
salt dough at the palm of the hand, this 
becomes the robin’s beak. 

c  Make a small hole on the thumb to 
thread the ribbon through. 

c  Bake the salt dough in the oven at a low 
temperature for a few hours.  

c  Once robin is completely dry paint it. 
Start by painting the whole handprint 
brown. 

c  To get the gold antique effect on the 
fingers wait for the brown paint to dry and 
then add gold paint to a sponge brush, 
wipe most of it off and then gently brush 
what is left over the fingers. 

c  Then add the red paint, a gold beak  
and eye. 

c  Once the paint is dry, used a black felt 
pen to draw around the eye, beak and 
the edge of the handprint. 

c  Paint on a coat of Mod Podge to seal 
the handprint. 

c Add some ribbon and the handprint robin 
ornament is ready to hang on the tree!

So, well done to Campoverde 
Church, well done to Campoverde, well 
done to the garden designers and, most 
of all, thanks be to God without whom 
none of this would have been possible.

Maggie and James receiving Campoverde 
Church’s certificate from the Bishop of Salisbury



N E W  C L E R G Y ,  N E W  C A N O N S 
A N D  O U R  D E A N  R E T I R E S

1 4

clergY aPPointments and resignations 
WELCOME TO
Rev Robin Adams, currently Rector of 
the Church of the Word, Gainesville, 
Virginia, USA, to be Chaplain of Christ 
Church, Brittany (Ploermel, Huelgoat, 
Rostrenen) France, in early 2018. 

Rev Dr Mark Barwick, currently 
Associate Priest, All Saints’ Church, 
Waterloo, Belgium and Vicar, Christ 
Church, Charleroi, Belgium (in The 
Episcopal Church) has become Chaplain 
of St Alban, Strasbourg, France from 
October.  

Canon Michael Bullock, retired, 
became Chaplain of St Boniface, Bonn 
and All Saints’ Cologne, Germany from 
November.

Rev Elizabeth Bussmann who has had 
Permission to Officiate in the diocese is 
now Assistant Chaplain All Saints, Vevey, 
Switzerland.

Canon Robert Dennis, Team Vicar in 
the Borderlands Mission Area, Connahs 
Quay (diocese of St Asaph) is to be 
Chaplain St Andrew, Pau, France, from 
December.

Rev Philip Stephen Edell, formerly Curate 
of Hellingly and Upper Dicker (Chichester 
diocese) is now Mission to Seafarers 
Chaplain, Dunkerque, France.
Rev Daniel Langdon-Griffiths, until 
recently Curate, St Nicholas, All Saints & St 
Michael and All Angels, Sutton, Liverpool 
is to be Chaplain of Midi-Pyrénées & Aude, 
France, from January 2018. 
Rev John Edward Neal, retired, is now 
Priest-in-Charge St Alcuin of York, Touraine, 
France.
Rev Dr Thomas David Wilson, formerly 
Rector of Paisley & Hillington (Glasgow) 
became Chaplain of St John the Evangelist, 
St Raphaël, France in September.

LEAVING US
Rev Raymond Cyril Andrews, Chaplain 
(Team Vicar) in the  Costa Blanca, Spain, to 
resign from April 2018. 
Canon John Wallace Blair, Chaplain of Holy 
Trinity, Madeira, Portugal to resign from the 
end of December.

Rev Stafford Low Chaplain St Michael,  
Le Gard, France, resigned in September 

The Very Reverend Dr John Paddock Dean 
and Chaplain of the Cathedral Church of 
the Holy Trinity, Gibraltar retired at the end 
of November and is now Dean Emeritus.
Rev Mark Anthony John Wilson, Chaplain 
St Vincent in the Algarve, Portugal moved 
to become Priest-in-Charge of the Walbury 
Beacon Benefice (Oxford diocese) at the 
end of September.  

HONORARY CANONS
The following have been appointed and 
installed as Canons of the Cathedral 
Chapter of the Diocese 
Rev Elaine Labourel, Assistant Chaplain,  
the Anglican Church of St Mark, Versailles, 
France and Diocesan Director of Reader 
Ministry;
Rev Francis Noordanus, Chaplain, Trinity 
Church, Eindhoven, The Netherlands;
Rev Paul Ormrod, Chaplain, of St George, 
Madrid, Spain and Assistant Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands;
Rev Martin Reakes-Williams, Chaplain, 
The Anglican Church, Leipzig, Germany;
Mrs Janet Berkovic, Reader, The Anglican 
Church, Zagreb, Croatia.

six  ta stes  oF church and ministerial  liFe
For the third year running, our 
Diocese in Europe is participating 
in the “Church of England Ministry 
Experience Scheme” (CEMES) which 
offers year-long placements for young 
adults (under 30) wishing to test their 
vocation to the sacred ministry. This 
year 6 persons are placed in our parishes 
in Lyon, Leuven, Brussels, La Côte 

(near Geneva), Ostend with Brugge and 
Vienna. They will be given practical 
experience in ministry, some time of 
theological reflection and exposure to 
the challenges of Anglican life on the 
continent of Europe.

Canon William Gulliford, Director 
of Ordinands, oversees the CEMES 
programme in our diocese, and works 

meet mike Fegan – interim diocesan secretarY
Mike Fegan joined the team in 
the Diocesan Office as Interim 
Diocesan Secretary in September. 
He brings a varied experience of 
church and corporate life to the job. 
He worked in the original Forte 
Hotels group before moving within 
the group to Granada Television 
where he became Finance Director.

More recently he has held 

interim senior diocesan posts in 
St Edmunsbury and Ipswich and 
Rochester dioceses. Mike prepared 
the four year financial plan which 
was adopted by Bishop’s Council in 
October and will be working to see 
the plan put into effect. 

It is expected that a new full-time 
Diocesan Secretary will be recruited 
in early Summer of 2018.

with a team of volunteer priests 
and laity in the supervision of the 
participants. A special orientation 
session for this year’s cohort was held at 
the beginning of September in Rome.

The scheme is part of the Church’s 
effort to encourage more young people 
to consider Holy Orders. 



A D V E N T  A P P E A L  B R I N G S 
B R E A K F A S T  B L E S S I N G S

1 5

The Bishop’s Advent Appeal this year is to 
support homeless refugees and asylum 
seekers in Rome with humanitarian 
assistance (a daily, cooked breakfast and 
essential items for personal dignity and 
warmth) for 6 months. The Joel Nafuma 
Refugee Centre is the major outreach 
ministry of St Paul’s Within the Walls 
Episcopal Church in Rome. It assists some 
17,000 people each year, and is the only day 
centre open to homeless asylum seekers 
and refugees in Rome. The guests come 
from many different nations, including Mali, 
Afghanistan, Eritrea, Somalia, Pakistan, 
Guinea and the Ivory Coast. Half of them 
are homeless, sleeping in parks or on the 
pavement outside train stations.  

The result of our efforts during the 
Advent season across the diocese will be to 
assure the Centre’s services for the coming 
six months. It will be spent on practical 
expressions of our Christian faith.

More information on this important project is 
available on the diocesan website to read or 
download and share.

Fr o m  zu r i c h  t o  z a n z i B a r , 
Q u e s t i o n s  a r e  im P o r ta n t

Practical helP 
Provided BY our 
advent aPPeal

I had the great good fortune to spend 
a few days on Zanzibar this summer. 
On our last morning there I had a 
few hours alone in Stone Town, the 
oldest part of Zanzibar City, visiting 
the Slave Market museum, with its 
fascinating and humbling record of 
the rise and fall of the East African 
slave trade, and the adjacent Anglican 
Cathedral, Christ Church. 

Christ Church was built between 
1873 and 1903 to celebrate the end of 
slavery. The altar is said to be on the 
exact spot where the main “whipping 
post” of the market used to be. Like 
many of the historical buildings in Stone 
Town built with the relatively soft local 
coral stone it experiences decay and 
structural problems and needs restoration 
but is still an active place of worship. 

It is my habit to check a church notice 
board and I was surprised to find there a 
copy of a “Church Times” article written 
by our own Bishop Geoffrey, who died 
in June. To stumble across a reminder of 
a man who had a profound influence on 
my faith and perception of the church in 
such a distant and completely unexpected 
place so shortly after his death was a very 
moving experience. 

As a newly elected, and somewhat 
uncertain, Churchwarden my first ever 
private conversation with a bishop was 
with Bishop Geoffrey over lunch at 
Zürich airport. At one point I asked 
him what it was that he actually did, 
although I hope I phrased the question 
a little more politely. He replied that 
he spent most of his time travelling 
the diocese putting out fires. He 
explained that the church, like any 

Rev Carolyn Cooke, pictured with 
Bishop Robert, has been appointed 
as the diocese’s Advisor in Women’s 
Ministry.  She was ordained priest 
in 2003 and since 2010 has been 
chaplain of La Côte, a thriving two-
centre chaplaincy spanning France 
and Switzerland.

Zurich Churchwarden Nick Leaver 
writes about finding a familiar 
name in a very surprising place 

other organisation, is made up of 
people with all their intrinsic strengths 
and weaknesses. And, like every 
other organization, the vast majority 
of problems are the result of disputes 
or differences between individuals, 
and the spark that ignites a fire that 
requires his attention is usually caused 
by one of mankind’s three greatest 
weaknesses; power, money or sex! 

However, he said, unlike most other 
organizations, we share a faith in God 
and belief in the teachings of Christ 
that enables us, with a little help, to put 
those disputes or differences behind 
us. Listening to Bishop Geoffrey 
astonished then reassured me that I 
had not made a mistake in standing 
for election as Churchwarden. Despite 
the reassurances from Vicky Atchison, 
a former Churchwarden, that I was “a 
practical Christian”, one of the nicest 
compliments I have ever received, I 
had the feeling that I was not religious 
or theological enough to properly fulfil 
the position.  

Bishop Geoffrey, who was a very 
conservative churchman, went on to tell 
me that it was right to have questions 
and doubts about my faith and the 
church’s teachings, but that the single 
most important consideration was what 
it was that I felt in my heart, I knew I 
had done the right thing.

After reading the article on the 
notice board I had to find out why it 
was there. I knew that Bishop Geoffrey 
liked to travel but was not aware of 
any connection to Zanzibar. I found 
and introduced myself to a priest in 
charge of the church. I explained my 
connection to Bishop Geoffrey and 
asked about a connection between him 
and Christ Church. He didn’t speak 
English but directed me to follow him 
and he introduced me to Christophe, 
the Churchwarden, who led me to two 
chairs in a shady part of the churchyard.

Christophe had no idea who Bishop 
Geoffrey was. He had copied the article 
from the Church Times because of the 
reference to Mount Sinai and Saint 
Catherine who had been the subject 
of a recent Sunday sermon. I then 
spent a wonderful half hour talking to 
Christophe about God and the world, 
the vast differences between Switzerland 
and Tanzania and the similarities in 
being a Churchwarden wherever God 
calls you to serve Him.

For 6 months supply of: Amount in Euro

Food €7,500

Cleaning supplies  
and costs €2,000

Consumable supplies €250

Kitchen equipment €750

Underwear, toiletries  
and socks €1,750

100 sleeping bags for  
January – March €1,500

TOTAL €13,750
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Please order or download at www.yorkcourses.co.uk
Telephone orders 01904 466516 

Postal orders York Courses, PO Box 343, York, YO19 5YB, UK

Ecumenical Discussion 
Courses for Groups
NOW IN DIGITAL FORMAT TOO!
· Printed course materials (CD, course 

booklet and transcript - also available 
as digital downloads) are 
designed to minimise 
preparation time.

· Suitable for less experienced 
group leaders - versatile enough 
for more confident leaders to 
adapt to their own style.

· Wide choice of questions means 
all can join in with the lively 
discussion.

· Range of 4- and 5-session 
courses available: suitable for 
use all year round.

NEW 5-session course 
for LENT 2018

On the Third Day
written by Bishop John Pritchard 
and featuring on audio 

Revd Prof Tom Wright Paul Vallely 
Ruth Gee Bishop Libby Lane 
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This transcript 

accompanies the 

audio material for the 

course entitled

On the Third Day 

The words as spoken 

are set out in this 

transcript booklet.
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An ecumenical course in five sessionswritten by Bishop John PritchardAccompanying CD and transcript available

On the Third Day

 T R A C K  M E N U :

ON THE THIRD DAY

[1]

Introduction

[2] – [7] Session (1) Have I got news for you!

[8] – [15] Session (2) So what?

[16] – [21] Session (3) Let him Easter in us

 [22] – [27] Session (4) Celebrating and praying Easter

[28] – [32] Session (5) A risen Church

York Courses · PO Box 343 

York · YO19 5YB UK  

 Tel: 01904 466516

www.yorkcourses.co.uk

A L S O  A V A I L A B L E :  

An accompanying COURSE 

BOOKLET and TRANSCRIPT of  

this CD.  Other courses available. 
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On the 

Third Day

Prices for booklets 
start from £3.10 

FREE P&P IN UK AND 
SUBSIDISED OVERSEAS

1    Into which chaplaincy does the legend say the Three Kings 
sailed? And on which waterway is it?

2    A quiet late-night Carol was composed in which country? 
And in which village?

3     In which European mainland country does Christmas day 
begin at the same time as in London?

4    Which chaplaincy has an evergreen Christmas link with 
Trafalgar Square?

5    Christmas bells will get a first airing this year near the scene 
of a seasonal truce in World War One. In which church?

6    Not far from St Nicholas’ birthplace, which chaplaincy is 
dedicated in his honour?

7     Which saint is said to have inspired the nativity scene and in 
which city?

8     Which popular Carol was named the Portuguese Hymn by 
the Duke of Leeds in 1795?

ANSWERS
1 Cologne, River Rhine  2 Oberndorf, Austria  3 Portugal is on GMT   
4 Oslo donates the Christmas tree  5 Ypres (read about it in this issue!)   
6 St Nicholas’ Ankara  7 St Francis of Assisi  8 Adeste Fideles (O Come all  
ye faithful)  9 Stollen  10 Italy  11 O Tennenbaum (O Christmas tree)  
12 St Nicholas (of course!) Helsinki  13  Wenceslas Square, Prague   
14 Christmas Eve  15 Sweden

9     Which sweet delicacy is said to have been created  
in Dresden and is still celebrated there in a festival 
each year?

10     In which country does an old woman called Befana 
bring children gifts on January 5th?

11     With a tune sometimes known as the “Red Flag” the 
well-known words were written by a church organist in 
Leipzig although not intended as a Christmas favourite. 
What is it called?

12     Which chaplaincy is nearest to Santa Claus’ postal 
address?

13     In which city is there a square tribute to the hero of a 
St Stephen’s day legend?

14     When is “Noche Buena” in Spain?  

15     In which country does Donald Duck traditionally top 
the TV ratings on Christmas Eve afternoon?

OUR DECEMBER ISSUE WOULD NOT BE COMPLETE WITHOUT A SEASONAL 
TRIVIA QUIZ TO TAKE US ON A WHISTLE STOP TOUR OF THE DIOCESE.
The answers are printed below. Full marks earn you a mince pie. 
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